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| The 3 Honourable” 


eur Warrolx, 
1 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Trea- 
ſury, Chancellor and Under- 
= Treaſurer of the Exchequer, | 
- - ONE of his Majeſty's: Moſt Ho- 
- hourable Privy Council, and 
l Knight of the Moſt Noble Or- 
0 of the Garter. oo 


1. 


1 you were the firſt who pro * 
moted the following Work in a 
public manner, I take liberty to preſent 
it to the Public under your name, and 
to do an act of acknowledgment for one 


of generoſity. Be pleaſed to be the Pa- 
tron of a Book which under your Pa- | 
tr ronage was compoſed. It is natural and 
5 5 common 


Ez 


they have not ſought 1 in vain. 10 


„ DEDICATION. 


common for men who. proſeſs kane 
to ſeek the countenance and protection 


of Men of Power; and from ſuch of 


them as to greatneſs of fortune were hap- 
py enough to join greatneſs of mind, 


* "I & N 
= 1 1 


Power without Politeneſs and 3. 


placency, is at beſt diſtaſteful, often 


hated ; amiable when it knows how to 
condeſcend. It is thus that men in high 


ſtations avoid envy from ſuch as ſtand 


below them. He who cannot riſe to 
their height, finds a ſort of retaliation 
and amends in their coming down to 
him. No man is pleaſed with a beha- 


viour which repreſents him as contemp- 


tible. To make us think well of our- 
ſelves, by another's ſhewing us that we 
Are well thought of by him, is a gene- 


rous and artful civility : a leſſon which 


Nately and rebuking men want to learn. 
A mean man of great quality and figure 
{for ſuch incongruities we often meet) 


teaches others to ſcorn ca ig by his ſhew- 


DEDICATION; Ft 
ing that he ſcorns them. Afﬀability 
therefore, accompanied with good ſenſe, 
which will always guard it from exceed- 


ing, is the art of keeping great Splendor 


from growing en to wa "on of the 
world, 


I'T muſt be owned, that no Aﬀabi- 
lity, even the moſt flowing ; no Ge- 
nius, even the moſt elevated, can efcape- 


particular diſtaſtes ; and from the diſlike 


of Perſons to that of Actions the tranſi- 


tion is eaſy and too common. Men do 


not eaſily diſcern good qualities and in- 
tentions in one, to whom they do not 
wiſh well. All men, even thoſe of the 
moſt unexceptionable Characters, are 
apt to form their judgment over-haſtily, 
when their paſſions are warmed ; and 
from this cauſe it has often proceeded, 

that the inevitable misfortunes of times 
and accidents have been charged upon 
fach, whoſe intereſt and ſtudy it was to 
prevent them. This is one of the evils. 


1 - and 
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and uneaſineſſes inſeparably attending eve- 
ry Adminiſtration. When a State is un- 


der heavy burdens and difficulties, the 
means to relieve and ſupport it will be, 
almoſt always, proportionably heavy: 
and as whatever proves heavy, how- 
ever neceſſary, is eaſily called Oppreſ- 
fion ; ſo the hand, which adminiſters a 
mae may, merely becauſe it is felt, 


be caſily ſtiled oppreſſive. 


_ Bes1DEs the reaſon which I have al- 
ready given for this Addreſs, I have ano: 
ther; one taken from the Character of 
my Author. As he was a Man of Af- 
fairs; a great Miniſter, I chuſe to pre- 
ſent him to another: to one who having 
been long engaged in public Life, hav - 
ing had long experience of men, ſeen 
far into their bent and foibles, and been 
converfant with the myſteries and pri- 
mary operations of Government; can 
thence readily judge whether Tacitus 


, has refined too much in his Politics, or 


been 
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been oyer-ſeyere in his Cenſures upon 
mankind: or whether this charge has 
not been chiefly raiſed by men of ſpecu- 
lation, who, however furniſhed with 
Learning, were yet unacquainted with 
the tranſactions of States, and ignorant 
of human nature; or perhaps willing to 
do honour to it, or to 6 at 
the expence of Truth. Men are to be 
known, not by Theories taken up in 
cloſets, but by Commerce with men; 
and beſt of all in thoſe great ſcenes of 
public Life, where You, Sir, have ſuſ- 
tained, for ſo many years, a high and 
important part, and gained eminent ex- 
perience as well as the juſt opinion of 
you ſufficiency, 


I 1 here, agreeably to the uſual 
ſtyle and purpoſe of Dedications, ſay a 
great many advantageous things, without 
riſquing the uſual cenſure incurred by 
Dedicators. But ſuch things I would 
much rather ſay of you, than to you. 


As 9 


m DEDICATION, 

1 In this place, I ſhall only profeſs to be, 
What I intirely am, with perfect truth, 
| and | High regard, 


| TS 5T1'R,. 


Your moſt obliged, and moſt 


I | obedient humble Servant, 


| e T. GORDON, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE | 


R E A D E R. 


HAVE carefully corrected this Second 

1 Edition of my Tranſlation of Tacitus, 
and made ſeveral Alterations in it; not 
in the Senſe, about which I 'am not con- 
ſcious that 1 have committed any miſtakes, 
as far as I am capable of judging, but in the 
manner of Expreſſion in particular places, 
and for the ſake of Sound, or of greater 
Clearneſs, though 1 never yet heard that 
Men of competent difcernment and candour 
complained of any obſcurity in the whole 
Work ; and no language whatever will make 
Tacitus plain to vulgar underſtandings, whe- 
ther they be learned or unlearned. It is 
therefore without any regard to ſuch that I 
have made any Alterations ; but merely from 
my own opinion and tafte upon many care- 
ful reviews, and where 1 thought I could, 
without departing from the force, conciſe- 
neſs, and manner of the Original, make 
ſome Phraſes more fuitable to an ag — 
. ve 


X ADVERTISEMENT. 


I have indeed little complaiſance for thoſe 
who think (if any who underſtand him can 
poſſibly think) that the common Engliſh Stile 
will at all ſuit that uncommon Writer, whole 
Manner is as peculiar and as affecting as his 


Thoughts. His Sentences are like Proverbs, 


ſhort, lively, and ſelf- evident. Are Pro- 
verbs, upon Subjects of great Dignity, uſu- 
ally expreſſed in the ordinary ſtrain? Are 
they not therefore the more pathetic, and 
the more eaſily remembered, becauſe they 
are couched in a particular manner, turned 
ſomething like Poetry, and ſometimes in an- 
tiquated words? Why is the language of the 
Book. of Job and of Iſaiah the Prophet, fo 
much admired ? Why is that of the Pro- 
verbs of Solomon; why that of the Wiſdom 

| of the Son of Syrach ſo much applauded, 
but that the beautiful manner, and turn, and 
vivacity, as well as the meaning of the Ori- 
ginal, are well imitated and preſerved ? 
Would they not, many of them at leaſt, be 
ſtrangely transfigured, and all their ſpirit 
loſt, in the ſtile of Dr. Tillotſon, though 
very fine and flowing; or in that of Dr. Bur- 
net; late Maſter of the Charter-houſe, ſo 
very noble and pleaſing? I will venture to 
ſay, that I have not expreſſed one Phraſe in 


the whole Tranſlation, more remotely from 


the common way than many of thoſe Pro- 
verbs and Sayings are expreſſed; and tho 
they be ſo expreſſed, no body ever called 
them ſtiff, affected, or obſeure? 2 by 
9 77 cou 


ADVERTISEMENT. 1 

I could mention ſome of the greateſt Men 
of this Age, who, convinced by ſuch Rea- 
ſons, and having a perfect taſtè of Tacitus, 
that is, underſtanding him as a Stateſman as 
well as a Writer, were utterly againſt my 
making any Alterations at all in my manner 
of tranſlating him. It is indeed ſuch Judges 
ind Readers as theſe, that I am chiefly fol- 
licitous to pleaſe, utterly unmoved (other- 
wiſe than to ſincere compaſſion) by folly, 
and anger, and failing, under the narne of 
Criticiſm. Ignorance and ill- nature, as they 
are real misfortunes, deſerve pity; fo does 
felf-conceit, and peeviſhneſs, and railing 
and I would much rather bear bitterneſs, 
and rancour, and ſpiteful uſage, than find 
myſelf capable of returning them. 


have all reaſon. to be well ſatisfied "ith 
hs reception which the following Work 
hath found from the Public, as a Book fo 
large and dear was taken off ſo for 
the Second Volume was not ublifhed by 
Subſcription ; and a new Edition would 
have been wanted much ſooner, had there 
not been another printed in Ireland, and 
many of that Edition ſold in England; and 
had not the Diſcourſes been tranſlated and 
retailed; as they have been twice, in the 
French Journals abroad and at home, with 
fuch a character and commendations as would 
not become: me — S IR . 
: | | 4 The 
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xa ADVERTISEMENT. 
The Reader will forgive me, if I put him 


in mind, that the manner of Expreſſion, 
which ſome have objected to in this Tranſla- 


tion, for being ſomewhat uncommon, occurs 


but here and there, where the Maxims and 


Reflections of Tacitus, eſpecially in his 


Speeches, ſeemed to me to require it. Some- 
tunes, and often for pages together, there. 
is little or no variation from the uſual me- 


thod of ranging words; as may be plainly 


ſeen in the narrative parts of the Work, 
more particularly in the Hiſtory and two 


ſubſequent Treatiſes, where the Stile every 
where differs more or leſs, from that of the 


Annals. But this is what ſmall Cenfurers 
do not, perhaps cannot, obſerve, however 
obvious it be. Some of them have ventured 
to find fault without ever reading the Tran- 
flation, or being capable of reading the Ori- 
ginal. Such Cenſurers, are always the moſt 
common, moſt forward, moſt bitter and 
clamorous, ſuch as even. the beſt Writers 
never eſcaped, and ſuch as even the worſt 
have no cauſe to fear. Spiteful, fooliſh, and 
lying cenſures ſeldom live above a day, nor 
can the pains taken to revive and retail them, 
Fend their exiſtence much longer. 


Neglect! is the beſt 1 to what 2 | 


but an anſwer can keep alive, I mean miſe- 
rable pedantry and cavilling, virulence and 
W z Treatment, which. the moſt 
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ADVERTISEMENT. xm 
unexceptionable Writings generally meet 
with from narrow and envious minds, whoſe 
rule and practice it is to be angry in pro- 
portion as the moſt candid and diſcerning 
are pleaſed: An unhappy Spirit! which thus 
puniſhes and tortures itſelf for its own ran- 
cour and defects, and which therefore from 
my ſoul I pity, as much as from my ſoul 1 
honour an oppoſite ſpirit, guided by reaſon 
and humanity, and every amiable quality. 


Authors, who, as they write to all the 
world, ſtand expoſed to the mercy and ſeve- 
rity of every one in it, muſt have as little 
ſenſe as ſatisfaction, were they to feel or 
even to mind what every ignorant, conceit- 
ed, or malignant Reader ſays of them: For, 
every Reader will be apt to offer his Senti- 
ments; and as judgment, good-nature and 
candour, are qualities, I doubt, not found 
in the majority, at leaſt in ſuch abundant 
meaſure as folly, bitterneſs and envy, it is 
great odds but he who writes is miſrepre- 
ſented and reviled, eſpecially if his Writings 
be eſteemed and commended. I never yet 
knew any Work well received, which was 
not likewiſe traduced, nor Cavillers want- 
ing to carp at what the ableſt Judges had 
approved. e 


That man can never be happy, whoſe tem- 
per is at the mercy others, that is, liable to 
be ruffled by them, as I have found it ſome- 

I where 


* 2g; on 
* a — AUT owt >a 41% l » » . 8 WU NP Sas a> A arr — fc 
A 9 : 
X - 
« — — — - — — 
— RD w— 4 — ů — — * 
” bus 


xiv ADVERTISEMENT. 


where obſerved, I think by Mr. de Wit; 
ang it is purſuing our true intereſt, as well 


45k is true wiſdom, calmly to bear rancour 


and obloquy. Balſac, who ſays, * That the 
© Libels written againſt him, were enough 
to make a {mall Library,” ſcorned to ſup- 
proſz chem when he might; * but took de- 
* light to ſee tbe number increaſe, and a 
heap raiſed from the many ſtones caſt at 
him.“ Mr. Addiſon, who quotes this, 
lays, © That he adinired an Author for ſuch 

a temper of mind as enables him to bear 
< "undeſerved reproach without Reſentment; 

more than for all dos Wir id 4 ey heal 
5 * ſavrical Reply. 


. In cranfloting Tabs, an #4: o ſin- 
gular tor Wiſdom and Energy, I ſtudied to 
convey his Senſe fully and clearly, and as 
mw his m as the different Idioms of 
and Engl would let me; and I have 

the — to find my Tranſlation approved 
by many of che greateſt Men living, for 
— and Dignity. It is impoſſible, 
in any Work, to. pleaſe all, though al who 
can read will pretend to judge; and as ſuch 
who make the fooliſneſt and falſeſt judgment, 
are not therefore the leſs fond of it, the beſt 
Writings will meet with many fault-finders. 
The truly judicious and wiſe, a character 
which: allo implies temper and candor, as 
well as civility, will readily conſider and own 
beer a the Work, where any at- 


tend 
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tend it, and their ; Fpprobation, when the 
give it, Carries with it a condemnation af 
Fen of all trifling, abſurd,. and 

1 


ſionate cenſurers, at lealt i and diſables 


wow. ” ee | 
As to Us what i 44 tran{pc 
words, blamed by ſome in this Tranſl 
(chiefly y by Dealers in Words) it is ſo na 
and therefore fo uſual in all pathetic | Writ- 
ing and Speaking, chat it is to be 2 7 
ſometimes frequently, i in all our ableſt W 
ers, and beſt Orators; z in Mr. Hobbes, ue 
Sir Walter Raleigh (two Authors, 'whoſe 
Stile, like their Genius, is 9 clear and 
ſtrong) in Mr. Dryden, (whoſe Proſe is as 
beautiful as his Peer ry) Dr. Tillotſon, Dr. 


Atterbury, Lord Chithdon, the famous 


Earl.of Strafford, and many others, who in 
their Writin s and Speeches © fall often. 195 
ſuch Tranſp ions: To your Maxeſty i it 1s 
« well known. Tb the Willing no injury 
© 1s done.---A war there muſt be.---From 


the two principal parts of man, reaſon and 


« paſſion, there ariſeth, &e.---Juſt had been 
the Indignation of the Honourable Houſe, 
* &c.---Juſt would be your Lordſhips moſt 
« ſevere cenſure, &c.---Hard 1 is my fate, &c.* 


From theſe and a thouſand other inſtances 
of the like ſort, it will be obvious to every 
intelligent and candid Reader, how uſual 
ſuch Tranſpoſition | is, and that it is grown as 
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familiar as the contrary way of ſpeaking and 
writing, eſpecially where the matter is ve 
rave and 8 to affect, and where the 
en are mort, and the Senſe cloſe. 
How often it is to recur, no rule can be 


fixed; in it therefore the Writer or Speaker 
muſt be directed by his Judgment, his Ear, 


and the Subject. Whenever it occurs na- 


turally, as he it certainly does, it 


would be Affectation, or want of Taſte, to 
omit it: That the Sublime ariſes from the 
Manner as well as from the Mieter, is, I 


Kang not to be denied. „ 


When I publiſh: my Tranſlation \of f Salo. 
which I have done in a different manner from 
that of Tacitus, becauſe their manner is dif- 
ferent, I ſhall perhaps offer ſome more Ob- 
ſervations upon which I find is far 
from'being generally underſtood, though ſo 
ny 1 e i ONES 
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Enumeration of the ſeveral changes in the Geueraphent 


- diffimulation of. Tiberius. -Revilt 


. death and character of Julia, daughter of 4 Au 


the. remains «of Varus's Legions. 


Majeſty, greatly eq os we ſcver rely executed, 
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The SUMMARY. || 


e Rome. The State of Rome under Auguſtus; 
politics, death and character; * with. . the 5 


me, and i in Germany z f the C 


common enemy, with Kos. welt and rictories. 9 


Plays inflitutrd in his honour.” Germanicus male 


antober expedition againſt the German . and 
| Jubdues. them; frees. Segeſtes from, the diane 


Arminius, and is for his exploits ese 3 


duries 


The. difficulties, 
which befel Cæcina in bis march, with\ bis braver y 


and ſucceſs in overc:ming them, "The law of via 


continues the war in Germany, recovers 
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K 8 were the original Magiſtrates of 


of Prince of the Senate. 


Checked. As to the ſucceeding Princes, Tiberius, 


ſtory; and after their fall, the freſh deteſtation of 


my own deſign of recounting briefly certain inci- 


2 THE ANNALS Book L 


An Inundation from the Tiber. Licenti oufrefe of i; 
-- the Theatres, and the inſolence of Players, checked | 
by a Decree of Senate. Meaſures propoſed for re- . 
raining the overflowing of the Tiber, but oppoſed | 
by ſeveral Communities of Italy. Tiberius ſeldom | 
changes the Governors of Provinces, and why. His 
dark and crafty conduct upon the Election of Magi- 
firates at Rome... 2 


Rome. Lucius Brutus founded Liberty 
and the Conſulſhip. Dictators were cho- | 

ſen only in preſſing exigencies. Little more than 
two years prevailed the ſupreme power of the De- 
cemvirate; and the conſular juriſdiction of the mi- 
litary Tribunes, not very many. The domination 
of Cinna was but ſhort; that of Sylla not long. 
The authority of Pompey and Craſſus was quickly 
ſwallowed up in Cæſar; that of Lepidus and An- 
thony in Auguſtus. The Common- wealth, then 
long diſtreſſed and exhauſted by civil diſſentions, 
fell eafily into his hands, and over her he aſſumed 
ſovereign. dominion, ſoftened with the popular title 
But the ſeveral revolutions 
in the ancient free ſtate of Rome, and all her happy 
or diſaſtrous events, are already recorded by Wri- 
ters of ſignal renown. Nor, even in the reign of 
Auguſtus, were there wanting authors of diſtinction 
and genius to have compoſed his ſtory, till by the 
prevailing ſpirit of flattery and abaſement, they were 
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Caligula, Claudius and Nero ; the dread of their 
| Arg whilſt they yet reigned, falſified their hi- 


their cruelties inflamed their Hiſtorians. Hence 
dents in the reign of Auguſtus, chiefly towards his 


latter end, and of entering afterwards more fully 
into 


Book I. 
fuſe 


checked 
for re- 


* oppoſed 


remained none to fight for the Common-wealth, 


$ ſeldom 
y. Hs 
Magi- 


ates of 
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Book I. OF TACITUS. 3 
into that of Tiberius and the other three, unbiaſſed 
by any reſentment, or any affection, the infſuences 


of ſuch perſonal paſſions being far from me. 
When after the fall of Brutus and Caſſius there 


and her arms were no longer in her own hands; 
when Sextus Pompeius was utterly defeated in Si- 
cily, Lepidus bereft of his command, Mark An- 
thony ſlain; and of all the chiefs of the late Dicta- 
tor's party, only Octavius his nephew was left; he 
put off the invidious name of Triumvir, and ſtiling 
himſelf Conſul, pretended that the juriſdiction at- 
tached to the Tribuneſhip was his higheſt aim, as 
in it the protection of the populace was his only 
view. But when once he had ſecured the Soldiery 
by liberality and donations, gained the People by 
ſtore of proviſions, and charmed all by the bleſſings 
and ſweetneſs of publick peace, he began by politic 
gradations to exalt himſelf, and with his own power 
to conſolidate the authority of the Senate, juriſ- 
liction of the Magiſtrate, .and weight and force of 
he Laws; uſurpations, in which he was thwarted 
dy no man; all the moſt determined Republicans 
ad fallen in battle, or by the late ſanguinary Pro- 
criptions; and for the ſurviving Nobility, they 
ere covered with wealth, and diſtinguiſhed with 
publick honours, according to the meaſure of their 
iebaſement, and promptneſs to bondage. Add, 
hat all who in the loſs of publick freedom had 


ion, ſafe and poſſeſſed, to the revival of ancient 
iberty with perſonal peril, Neither were the 
Tovinces averſe to the preſent Revolution; ſince, 
nder the Government of the People and Senate, 
hey had lived in conſtant fear and miſtruſt, from 
he raging competition amongſt our Grandees, as 
vell as from the rapine and exactions of our Magi- 
rates, In vain too had been their appeal to the 

B 2 Laws, 


gained private fortunes, preferred a ſervile condi- 
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Laws, which were utterly enfeebled and borne 
down by violence, by parties; nay, even by ſub. 
ornation and money. 5 7 
Moreover, Auguſtus, to fortify his domination 
with collateral bulwarks, raiſed his fiſter's ſon 
Claudius Marcellus, a perfect youth, to the dig. 
nity of Pontiff and that of Edile ; preferred Marcy 
Agrippa to two ſucceſſive Confulſhips, a man in 
truth meanly born, but an accompliſhed ſoldier, and 
the companion of his victories; and (Marcellus 
the huſband of Julia, ſoon after dying) choſe him 
for his ſon-in-law, Even the ſons of his wiſe, Ti. 
berius Nero and Claudius Druſus, he dignified with 
high military titles and commands; though hi 
houſe was yet ſupported by deſcendants of his own 
blood. For into the Julian family and name 0 
the Cæſars he had already adopted Lucius and 
Caius, the ſons of Agrippa; and though they wer 
but children, neither of them ſeventeen years old 
vehement had been his ambition to ſee them de. 
cared Princes of the Roman Youth, and even de- 
figned to the Conſulſhip ; while openly he wa 
roteſting againſt admitting theſe early honour, 
reſently upon the deceaſe of Agrippa, were thei: 
his children ſnatched away, either by their ow 


natural, but haſty fate, or by the deadly fraud 0 


their ſtep- mother Livia; Lucius on his journey to 
command the armies in Spain, Caius in his return 
from Armenia, ill of a wound. And as Druſus, 
one of her own ſons, had been long ſince dead, 
Tiberius remained ſole candidate for the ſucceſſion 
Upon this object centered all princely honours ; he 
was by Auguſtus adopted for his ſon, aſſumed Col 
legue in the Empire, partner in the juriſdiction tr: 
bunitial, and preſented under all theſe dignities t 
the ſeveral armies ; inſtances of grandeur which 
were no longer derived from the ſecret ſchemes © 
his mother, as in times paſt, while her muh 
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had unexceptionable heirs of his own, but thence- 
forth beſtowed at her open ſuit. For as Auguſtus 
was now very aged, ſhe had obtained over him 
ſuch abſolute ſway, that for her pleaſure he baniſh- 
ed into the Ifle of Planaſia his only ſurviving grand- 
ſon Agrippa Poſtumus, deſtitute, in truth, of laud- 
able accompliſhments, in his temper untractable, 
and ſtupidly conceited of his mighty ſtrength, but 
branded with no miſdemeanour ar tranſgreſſion. 
The Emperor had withal ſet Germanicus, the fon 
of Druſus, over eight legions quartered upon the 
Rhine, and obliged Tiberius to adopt him, though 
Tiberius had then a ſon of his own, one of compe- 
tent years. But it was the ſtudy of Auguſtus, to 
ſecure himſelf and the ſucceſſion by variety of ſtays 
and engraftments, War at that time there was 
none, except that in Germany, kept on foot rather 
to aboliſh the diſgrace ſuſtained by Quintilius Varus, 
there ſlain with his army, than from any ambition 
to enlarge the Empire, or for any other valuable 
advantage. In profound tranquillity were affairs at 
Rome. To the Magiſtrates remained their wonted 
names; of the Romans the younger ſort had been 
born ſince the battle of Actium, and even moſt of 
the old during the civil wars: How few were then 
living who had ſeen the ancient free ſtate ! 

The frame and œconomy of Rome being thus 
totally overturned, amongſt the Romans were na 
longer found any traces of their primitive ſpirit, or 
attachment to the virtuous, inſtitutions of antiquity. 
But as the equality of the whole was extinguiſhed 
by the ſoyereignty of one, all men regarded the 
orders of the Prince as the only rule of conduct and 
obedience; nor felt they any anxiety, while Au- 
guſtus yet retained vigour of life, and upheld the 
credit of his adminiſtration with publick peace, and 
the imperial fortune of his houſe. But when he 
became broken with age and infirmities; when his 
1 B 3 = end 
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end was at hand, and thence a new ſource of hope; 
and views was preſented, ſome few there were who 
began to reaſon idly about the bleſſings and recovery 
of Liberty; many dreaded a civil war, others longed 
for one; while far the greateſt part were uttering 
their ſeveral apprehenſions of their future maſters; 
«© that naturally ſtern and ſavage was the temper 
« of Agrippa, and by his publick contumely en- 


% raged into fary; and neither in age nor experi- 


«© ence was he equal to the weight of Empire. Ti- 
« berius indeed had arrived at fulneſs of years, and 
« was 2 diſtinguiſhed captain, but poſſeſſed the in- 
« veteiate pride entailed upon the Claudian race; 
« and many indications of a cruel nature eſcaped 
« him, in ſpite of all his arts to diſguiſe it; beſides 
«© that from his early infancy he was trained up in 
« a reizning houſe, and even in his youth inured to 
« an accumulation of power and honours, conſul- 
« ſhips and triumphs. Nor during the ſeveral years 
« of his abode at Rhodes, where, under the plau- 


„ ſible name of retirement, a real baniſhment was 


« covered, did he exerciſe other occupation than | 
that of meditating future vengeance, ſtudying | 
<< the arts of treachery, and practiſing ſecret and 
„ abominable ſenſualities. Add to theſe conſidera- 
tions, that of his mother, a woman inſpired with 
« all the tyranny of her ſex ; that the Romans muſt 
be under bondage to a woman, and moreover 
« enthralled by two'youths, who would firſt com- 
« bine to oppreſs the State, then falling into diſ- 
« fenſion, rend it piece- meal.“ | | 
While the Publick was engaged in theſe and the 
hke debates, the illneſs of Auguſtus daily increaſed, 
and ſome ſtrongly ſuſpected the peſtilent practices 
of his wife. For there had been, ſome months be- 
re, a rumour abroad, That Au S, having 
ſingled out a few of his moſt faithful ſervants, and 
taken Fabius Maximus for his only en, ot 
EO je: "9h alle 
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failed ſecretly over to the Iſland of Planaſia, there 
to viſit his Grandſon Agrippa; that many tears 
were ſhed. on both ſides, many tokens of mutual 
tenderneſs ſhewn, and hopes from thence conceived, 
that the unhappy youth would be reſtored to his 
own place in his Grandfather's family: That Maxi- 


mus had diſcloſed it to Martia, ſhe to Livia; and 
| thence the Emperor knew that the ſecret was be- 
| trayed : That Maximus being ſoon after dead (dead, 


as it was doubted, through fear, by his own hands) 
Martia was obſerved, in her lamentations and 

oans at his funeral, to accuſe herſelf as the ſad. 
cauſe of her huſband's deſtruction, Whatever 
truth was in all this, Tiberius was ſcarce entered 
Illyricum but he was haſtily recalled by his mother's 
letters. Nor is it fully known whether, at his re- 
turn to Nola, he found Auguſtus yet breathing, 
or already breathleſs. For Livia had carefully beſet” 
the palace, and all the avenues to it, with detach- 
ments of the guards ; and good news of his recovery 
were from time to time given out. When ſhe had 


| taken all meaſures neceſſary in ſo great a con- 
juncture, in one and the fame moment was pub- 


liſhed the departure of Auguſtus, and the acceſſion 
of Tiberius. | e191 _ Fr 
The firſt feat of this new reign was the murder 
of young Agrippa. The aſſaſſin, a bold and de- 
termined Centurion, found him deſtitute of arms, 
and little apprehending ſuch a deſtiny, yet was 
ſcarce able to diſpatch him. Of this tranſaction 
Tiberius àvoided any mention in the Senate. He 
would have it paſs for done by the commands of 
Auguſtus; as if he had tranſmitted written orders 
to the Tribune who guarded Agrippa, to ſlay. 
“ him the inſtant he heard of his Grandfather's de- 
« ceaſe.” It is very true, that Auguſtus had made 
many and vehement complaints of the young man's 
obſtinate and unruly demeanour, and even ſolicited 
| B 4 | from 
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fromthe Senate a Decree to authorize his baniſh- 
ment; but he had never hardened himſelf againſt 
the ſentiments of nature, nor in any inſtance dipt 
his hands in his own blood; neither is it credible 
that he would ſacrifice the life of his grandſon 
for the ſecurity and eſtabliſhment of his fie, - 
ſon. More probable it is, that this haſty murder 
was purely the work, of Tiberius and Livia; 
that the young prince, hated and dreaded by both, 
fell thus untimely, to rid the one of his apprehen- 
ſions and a rival, and to ſatiate in the other the 
rancorous ſpirit of a ſtep- mother. When the Cen- 
turion, according to the cuſtom of the army, ac- 
quainted Tiberius, that his commands were ex- 
„% ecuted;“ he anſwered, he had commanded no 
& ſuch execution, and the Centurion muſt appear 
<<. before the Senate, and for it be anſwerable to 
« them.” This alarmed Salluſtius Criſpus, who 
ſhared in all his fecret counſels, and had ſent the 
Centurion the warrant ; he dreaded that he ſhould 
be arraigned. for the aſſaſſination, and knew it 
equally perilous either to confeſs the truth, and 
charge the Emperor; or falſly to clear the Empe- 
ror, and accuſe himſelf. Hence he had recourſe to 
Livia, and warned her, „never to divulge the ſe- 
<< crets of the palace, never to expoſe to publick 
« examination the miniſters who adviſed, nor the 
& ſoldiers who. executed. Tiberius ſhould beware 
« of relaxing the Authority of the Prince, by re- 
s ferring all things to that of the Senate; ſince it 
„was. the indiſpenſible Prerogative of Soygreignty, 
&« for all men to be accountable to one. 
Now at Rome, Conſuls, Senators, and Roman 
Knights, were all ruſhing with emulation into bon- 
dage; the higher the quality of each, the more falſe 
and forward the men; all careful ſo to frame their 
faces, as to reconcile falſe joy for the acceſſion of 
Tiberius, with feigned ſadneſs for the loſs of * 
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guſtus. Hence they intermingled tears with glad- 
neſs, wailings with gratulations, and all with ſer- 
vile flattery. Sextus Pompeius and Sextus Apu- 
leius, at that time Conſuls, took firſt the oath of 
fidelity to Tiberius, then adminiſtred it to Seius 
Strabo and Caius Turranius, the former Captain 
of the Pretorian Guards, the other Intendant of the 
public ſtores. The oath was next given to the 
Senate, to the People, and to the Soldiery, all by 

the ſame Conſuls. For Tiberius affected to —— 
all publick tranſactions from the legal miniſtry of 
the Conſuls; as if the ancient Republick ſtill ſub- 
ſiſted, and he were yet unreſolved about embracin 

the ſovereign rule. He even owned in his Eaick 
for ſummoning the Senate, that he iſſued it by virtue 
of the Tribunitial power, granted him under Au- 
guſtus. The Edict too was ſhort, and unexception: 
ably modeſt. It imported, that, they were ta 


„ conſider of the funeral honours proper to be paid 


« his deceaſed Father; for himſelf he would not 
«© depart from the corps; and further than this 
c edict implied, he claimed no ſhare in the public 
« adminiſtration.” Yet from the moment Au- 
guſtus was dead, he uſurped all the prerogatives of 
imperial State, gave the word to the Pretorian Co- 
horts, had ſoldiers about the palace, guards about 
his perſon, went guarded in the Street, guarded ta. 
the Senate, and bore all the marks of Majeſty. 
Nay, he writ Letters to the ſeveral Armies in the 
undiſguiſed ſtyle af one already their Prince; nor 
did he ever heſitate or ſpeak with ambiguity about 
it, but when he ſpoke to the Senate. The chief 
cauſe of his reſerve and obſcurity there proceeded 
from his fear of Germanicus. He dreaded that he, 
who was maſter of ſo many Legions of numberleſs 
Auxiliaries, and of all the Allies of Rome; he, wha 
was the darling of the people, might wiſh rather to 
pallets the Empire, than to wait for it. He like- 
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wiſe aimed at falſe glory, and would rather ſeem 
by the Commonwealth choſen and called to the 
Empire, than to have crept darkly into it by the 
intrigues of a woman, or by adoption from a ſuper- 
annuated Prince. It was alſo afterwards found, 
that, by this abſtruſeneſs and counterfeit irreſolution, 
he meant to penetrate into the deſigns and incli- 
nations of the great men; for his jealous ſpirit 
conſtrued all their words, all their looks, into 
erimes, and ſtored them up in his heart againſt a 
day of vengeance. ' | j. AoBGLYy 

hen he firſt met the Senate, he would bear 
no other buſineſs to be tranſacted but that about the 
Funerals of Auguſtus. His laſt will was brought 
in by the Veſtal Virgins; in it Tiberius and Livia 
were appointed his heirs, Livia adopted into the 
Julian Family, and dignified with the name of 
Auguſta, Into the next and ſecond degree of heir- 
ſhip he adopted his grandchildren and their children; 


and in the third degree he named the great men of 


Rome, moſt of them hated by him; but out of 
vain-glory he named them, and for future renown. 
His legacies were not beyond the uſual bounds; 
only he left to the Roman people four hundred 
thouſand great Seſterces ; to the Populace or com- 
mon ſort, vs oe thouſand Þ ; to every common 
Boldier of the Pretorian Guards a thouſand ſmall 
Seſterces ©, and to every Soldier of the Roman Le- 
gions three hundred 4. The funeral Honours were 
next conſidered. The chief preſented were theſe ; 
Aſinius Gallus propoſed, that the Funeral ſhould 
«© paſs through the Triumphal gate; Lucius Ar- 
runtius, that the Titles of all the Laws which 


About a Million of Crowns. b About eighty- 
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« he had made, and the names of all the Nations 
« which he had conquered, ſhould be carried be- 
ce fore the corps; Valerius Meſſala added, that 


| «© the Oath of Allegiance to Tiberius ſhould be 


cc renewed every Year ;” and being aſked by Ti- 


berius, „whether at his inſtigation he tad made 


« that motion? I ſpoke it as my opinion, ſays Meſ-' 
ce ſala; nor will I ever be determined by any but 
« my own, in things which concern the Common- 
« weal ; let who will be provoked by my freedom.“ 
Only this new turn was wanting to compleat the 
prevailing flattery of the time. The Senators then 
concurred in a loud cry, © that upon their own 
&« ſhoulders they muſt bear the body to the pile.“ 
But Tiberius declined the offer from an arrogant 
ſhew of moderation. Moreover he cautioned the 
people by an Edict, „not to diſturb the funeral 
functions with a zeal over-paſſionate, as they 
e had thoſe of Julius Cæſar; nor to inſiſt that the 
« Corps of Auguſtus ſhould be burnt rather in the 
« Forum, than in the field of Mars, which was' 


|< the place appointed.” On the funeral day the 


Soldiers under arms kept guard ; a mighty mockery 
to thoſe who had either ſeen, or heard their fathers 


C deſcribe, the day when Cæſar the Dictator was 


ſhin. Servitude was then new, its. ſorrows yet 
freſh and bitter; and liberty unſucceſsfully retrieved 
by a deed, which, while it ſeemed impious to ſome, 
was thought altogether glorious by others, and' 
hence tore Rome into tumults, and the violence of 
parties. They ridiculed the Grimace of “ calling 
an aid of ſoldiers to ſecure a peaceable burial to 
a prince, who had grown old in peace and power, 
and even provided againſt a relapſe into liberty, 
2 8 a long train of ſucceſſors. f 
ence much and various matter of obſervation 
oncerning Auguſtus. The ſuperſtitious multitude 
admired the fortuitous eros of his fortune; that 
| the 
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12 THE ANNALS Book], 
the laſt day of his life, and the firſt of his reign, 


“ village, in the ſame houſe, "and in the ſame 
chamber, where his father Octavius died. They 


cc was the ſame ; that he died at Nola, in the ſame 


<<. obſerved to his glory, his many Conſulſhips, 
ghequal in number to thoſe of Valerius Corvinus 
6 and of Caius Marius, —— * that he 
had exerciſed the power of the Tribuneſhip 
<«. ſeven and thirty years without interruption: that 
„ he was one and twenty times proclaimed /mpe- 
« rater; with many other numerous honours re- 
<<. peated to him, or created for him.“ Men of 
deeper diſcernment entered further into his Life, 
but differed about it. His admirers ſaid, that 
his filial piety to his father Cæſar, and the diſ- 
t tractions of the Republick, where the laws no 
longer governed, had driven him into a civil 
war; which, whatever be the firſt cauſe, can 
never be begun or carried on by juſt and gentle 
means. Indeed, to be revenged on the murderers 
« of his father, he had made many great ſacrifices 
ce toAnthony ; many to Lepidus. But when Lepidus 
© was become ſunk and fuperannuated in ſloth ; 
<< when Anthony was loſt headlong in ſenſuality, 
<« there was then no other remedy for the diſtracted 
State, rent piece-meal by its chiefs, but the So- 
«« vereignty of one. Auguſtus, however, never 
« had aſſumed to rule over his Country as King, 
% or Dictator ; but ſettled the Government under iſ 
« the legal name of Prince of. the Senate. He had 
% extended the Empire, and ſet for its bounds the 
« diſtant Ocean, and rivers far remote; the ſe- 
4 veral parts and forces of the State, the Legions, 
<< the Provinces, the Navy, were all properly ba- 
ce lanced and connected; the Citizens lived duti- 
“ fully under the protection of the law, the Allies 
jn terms of reſpect, and Rome itſelf was adorned 
« with Magnificent ſtructures. Indeed in a few 
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« inſtances, he had exerted the arbitrary violence 


| « of power; and in but a few, only to ee the 


ce peace of the whole. 

In anſwer to all this it was urged, that cc 1 
« filial piety, and the unhappy ſituation of the Re- 
6 public, were pure pretences; but the ardent luſt 
<« of reignings! his true and only motive; with this 
ee ſpirit be. had ſolieited into his ſervice, by bribery, 
« a body of veteran ſoldiers; and, though a pri- 
s vate * levied an Army. With this ſpirit 
ce he had debauched, and bought the Roman Ee- 
« gions under the Conſuls, while he was falfly, 
« feigning a coalition with Pompey's republican 
te party; that ſoon after, when he had procured 
<« from the Senate, or rather uſurped the honours 
« and authority of the Pretorſhip ; and when Hir- 
<« tius and Panſa, the two Conſuls, were ſlain, he 
« ſeized both their Armies; that it was doubted. 
« whether the Conſuls fell by the enemy, or 
« whether Panſa was not killed by pouring poiſon, 
c into his wounds, and Hirtius flain by his own 
<« ſoldiers ; and whether the young Cæſar was not 
<& the contriver of this bloody treaſon ; that by ter- 
« ror he had extorted the Conſulſhip.i in ſpite of the 
« Senate; and turned againſt the Commonwealth 
« the ve arms with Which the Commonwealth 


had truſted him for her defence againſt Anthony. 
4 Add to all this his cruel. Proſcriptions, and the 


« Maſſacre of ſo. many citizens; his ſeizing from 
the public, and diſtributing to his own creatures, 
“ ſo many lands and poſſeſſions; a. violation of. 
00 property not juſtified even by thoſe who gained 
by it. But, allowing him to dedicate to the 
« Manes of the Dictator the Lives of Brutus and 
„ Caffius (though more to his honour, had 
tc it been to have poſtponed his own perſonal hate 
to publick good,) did he not betray the young 
« Pompey by an inſidious peace, betray 4 5 

* 
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« by a deceitful ſhew of friendſhip? Did he not 
1100 ec next enſnare Mark Anthony, firſt by Treaties, 
10 & thoſe of Tarentum and Brunduſium; then by a 
16 ll „Marriage, that of his ſiſter Octavia? And did 
8 [11801 « not Anthony, at laſt, pay with his life the penalty 
16 ce of that ſubdolous alliance ? After this, no doubt 
Til ce there was Peace, but a bloody Peace; bloody 

ll! <« in the tragical defeat of Lollius, and that of 
0 “ Varus, in Germany; and at Rome, the Var- 
11 & rones, the Egnatii, the Julii, (illuſtrious names !) 
8H Nt cc were put to death. Nor was his domeſtic life 
10 ſpared upon this occaſion. He had arbitrarily 
| | Wo &* robbed Nero of his wife big with child by her 
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& huſband; and mocked the Gods by conſulting 
1 <« the Prieſts, whether Religion permitted him to 
We 1 „ marry her before her delivery, or obliged him 
ji! | | & to ſtay till after. His minions, Tedius, and 

Blk « Vedius Pollio, had lived in ſcandalous and ex- 
[849 cc ceſſive luxury; his Wife Livia, who wholly 
„ controuled him, had proved a cruel governeſs 
| &« to the Commonwealth, and to the Julian houſe 
a more cruel ſtep- mother. He had even in- 
& vaded the incommunicable honours of the Gods, 
ki “ and, ſetting up for himſelf Temples like theirs, 
„ would, like them, be adored in the image of a 
6 e with all the ſacred ſolemnity of Prieſts 
. and Sacrifices. Nor had he adopted Tiberius for 
| | « his ſucceſſor, either out of affection for him, or 


© from concern for the publick welfare; but having 
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118} « diſcovered in him a ſpirit proud and cruel, he 
„ fought future glory from the blackeſt oppoſition 
e and compariſon.” For, Auguſtus, when, a 
few years before, he ſolicited the Senate to grant 
to Tiberius another term of the authority of the 
Tribuneſhip, though he mentioned him with ho- 
nour, yet taking notice of his odd humour, beha- 
||  wviour, and manners, dropt ſome expreſſions, wag 
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| while they ſeemed to excuſe him, een wh 


wht the funeral of Auguſtus was over, a 
Temple and divine worſhip were forthwith decreed 
him. The Senate then turned the irſupplications to 
Tiberius, to fill his vacant place; but received an 
abſtruſe anſwer, touching the greatneſs of the Em- 
pire, and his own diſtruſt of himſelf. He ſaid, 
that nothing but the divine genius of Auguſtus 
« was equal to the mighty taſk'; for himſelf, who 
„ had been called by him into a participation of his 
« cares, he had learnt by feeling them, what a 
« daring, what a difficult toil was that of Govern- 
„ment, and how perpetually ſubject to the ca- 
« prices of fortune; that in a State ſupported by 
« fo many illuſtrious Patriots, they ought not to 
« caſt the whole adminiſtration upon one; and 
« more eaſy to be adminiſtred were the ſeveral 
c offices of the Government by the united pains and 
« ſufficiency of many.” A Speech much more 
ſpecious and ſounding than cordial and — 
Tiberius, even upon ſubjects which needed no di 
guiſes, uſed words dark and cautious; perhaps 
from his diffident nature, perhaps from a habit of 
diſſembling. At this juncture indeed, as he 5 4 
boured wholly to hide his heart, his language » 2 
the more carefully wrapt up in equivoques and ob- 
ſcurity. But the Senators, who dreaded nothing 
ſo much as to ſeem to underſtand him, burſt into 
tears, plaints and vows. With extended —_ 
they ſupplicated the Gods, invoked the _ 0 
Auguſtus, and embraced the knees of Tiberius. 
He then commanded the imperial 1 ao to be 
produced and recited. It contained a ſummary of 
the ſtrength and income of the Empire, the num- 
ber of Romans and auxiliaries in pay, the condi- 
tion of the navy, of the ſeveral Kingdoms paying 
tribute, and of the'various provinces and Gy ka 
| 0 » 


10 venues, with the ſtate of the public expence, the 
il iſſues of the exchequer, and all the demands upon 
the, public. This Regiſter' was all written by the 
band of Auguſtus; and in it he had, ſubjoined his 
counſel to poſterity, that the preſent boundaries of 
the Empire ſhould ſtand fixed without further en- 
largement. Whether this counſel, was dictated b 
fear for the public, or by envy towards his ſoegel⸗ 
ſors, is uncertain. „h 303 lid it 8 
Now when the Senate was ſtooping to the yileſt 
importunity and, proſtrations, Tiberius happened 
to ſay, that, as he was unequal to the weight 
2. of. the whole government, fo if they — 
„him with any particular part, whatever it were, 
« he would undertake it.” Here Aſinius Gallus 
interpoſed. I beg to know, Czfar, ſays he, 
« what part of the government you deſire for your 
« ſhare?” He was aſtonied with the unexpect- 
ed queſtion, and, for a ſhort ſpace, mute; but 
recovering himſelf, anſwered, that . jt ill became 
his modeſty to chuſe or reject any particular 
< branch of the adminiſtration, when he deſired 
< rather to be excuſed from the whole.“ Gal- 
lus, who from his looks inferred deep, diſpleaſure, 
again, accoſted him, and ſaid. By this queſtion 
„T did not mean that you ſhould ſhare that 
<« 1pqwer, which cannot be ſeparated ; but to rea- 
« fon you into a confeſſion, that the Common- 
« wealth, is but one body, and can be governed 
„only by one ſoul.” He added an encomium 
upon Auguſtus, and reminded Tiberius himſelf of 
his many victories, of the many civil employments 
which he had long and nobly ſuſtained, . Nox even 
thus could he mollify the wrath of Tiberius, who 
bad long hated him, for that Gallus had married 
Vipſania, daughter of Marcus Agrippa, formerly 
wife to Tiberius, who thence ſuſpected that he 
meant to ſoar above the rank of a ſubject, and 
e = poſſeſſed 
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nce, the ¶ poſſeſſed too the bold and haughty ſpirit of Aſinius 
nds upon Pollio his father. [apy ”Y 
n by the Lucius Arruntius incurred his diſpleaſure next, 
ined his by a ſpeech not much unlike that of Gallas, It 
daries. of is true, that towards him "Tiberius bore no old ran- 
ther en- cour; but Arruntius had mighty opulence, prompt 
tated b parts, noble accompliſhments, with equal popula- 

J ſuccel. rity and renown ; and hence was marked by him 
wich a fell eye of ſuſpicion. For, as Auguſtus, 

the vileſt ſhortly before his diſeaſe, was mentioning thoſe 
1appened among the great men, who were capable of the 
weight ſupreme power, but would not accept it; or un- 
Ke equal to it, yet wiſhed for it; or ſuch as had both 

it were, ambition and ſufficiency z he had faid, that Mar- 
Gallus “ cus Lepidus was qualified, but would reject it; 
ſays he, © Aſinius would be aſpiring, but had inferior ta- 

for your « lents, and that Lucius Arruntius wanted no ſuf- 
nexpect- „ ficiency, and, upon a proper occaſion, would 

te; but attempt it.” That he ſpoke thus of Lepidus 
Fe and Aſinius, is agreed; but, inſtead of Arruntius, 


near ſome writers have tranſmitted the name of Cneius 
deſired Piſo: and every one of theſe great men, except 
3 Lepidus, were afterwards cut off, under the impu- 
pleaſure, tation of various crimes, all dark] framed by Ti- 
queſtion berius. Quintus Haterius, and Mamercus Scau- 


Ire that rus did alſo incenſe his diſtruſtful ſpirit, the firſt by 
r aſking him, „How long, Cæſar, wilt thou ſuffer 
zmmon- „the Commonwealth to remain deſtitute of a 


overned e head?” Scaurus, becauſe he had ſaid, << There 
wet <A ** was room to hope that the prayers of the Senate 
mſelf of « would not prove abortive, ſince he had not in- 
oyments terpoſed the Tribunitidl power, and thence ob- 
= een 4 ſtructed the motion of the Conſuls in his behalf.” - 
wake With Haterius he fell into inſtant rage, Towards 
ed Scaurus his reſentment was more deep and impla- 
ormerly cable, and in profound ſilence he hid it. Wearied 
hs at laſt with public importunity and clamour, and 


with particular, expoſtylations, he began to unbend 
poſſeſſed : 
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tering court of the Senate. Some were for de- 


the Proconſular power; and, to carry him that 
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a little; not that he would own his undertaking il 
the Empire, but only avoid the uncaſineſs of per- 
* ſolicitations and refuſals. It is certain, that 

aterius, when he went next day to the Palace to 
implore pardon, and throwing himſelf at the feet 
of Tiberius embraced his knees, narrowly eſcaped 
being ſlain by the ſoldiers, becauſe Tiberius, who 
was walking, tumbled down, whether by chance, 
or whether his legs were entangled in the arms of 
Haterius. Neither was he a jot mollified by the 
danger which threatened ſo great a man, who was 
at length forced to ſupplicate Auguſta for protec- 
tion; nor could even ſhe obtain it, but after the 
moſt laboured entreaties. 1 
Towards Livia likewiſe exorbitant was the flat- 


creeing her the general title of Mother; others the 
more particular one of Mother of her Country ; and 
almoſt all propoſed, that to the name of Tiberius 
ſhould be added, The ſon of Julia, Tiberius urg- 
ed in anſwer, that public honours to women 
& ought to be adjudged wich aſparing hand; and 
that with the ſame meaſure of moderation he. 
C would receive ſuch as were preſented to him- 
4 ſelf.” In truth, from envy and ſolicitude, leſt 
his own grandeur ſhould fink as that of his mother: 
roſe, he would not ſuffer ſo much as a Lictor to 
be decreed her, and even forbad the raiſing her an 
Altar upon her late adoption, or paying her any 
ſuch ſolemnities. Yet, for Germanicus he aſked 


dignity, honourable deputies were ſent, as alſo to 
mollify his ſorrow for the death of Auguſtus, If 
for Druſus he demanded not the ſame honour, it 
was becauſe Druſus was preſent, and already Con- 
ſul deſigned. He then named twelve candidates 
for the Prætorſhip, the ſame number ſettled by 
Auguſtus ; and, though the Senate requeſted him 
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to increaſe it, he bound himſelf by an oath never 
to exceed, L 

The privilege of creating Magiſtrates was now 
firſt tranſlated from the aſſemblies of the people to 
the Senate, For though the Emperor had before 
conducted all affairs of moment at his pleaſure ; 

et till that day, ſome were ſtill tranſacted 4 the 
Tribes, and carried by their bent and ſuffrages. 
Neither did the regret of the people for the ſeizure 
of theſe their ancient rights, riſe higher than ſome 
impotent grumbling. The Senate too liked the 
change, as by it they were releaſed from the charge 
of buying votes, and from the ſhame of begging 
them. And ſo moderate was Tiberius, that, of 
the twelve candidates, he only reſerved to himſelf 
the recommendation of four, to be accepted with- 
out oppoſition or caballing. At the ſame time, the 
tribunes of the people aſked leave to celebrate, at 
their own expence, certain plays in honour of Au- 
guſtus, ſuch as were to be called after his name, 
and inferted in the calendar. But it was decreed, 
that out of the exchequer the charge ſhould be 
defrayed, and the tribunes ſhould in the Circus wear 
the triumphal robe; but to be carried in chariots 
was denied them. The annual celebration of theſe 
plays was, for the future, transferred to one of the 
prætors, him in particular to whom fhould fall the 
juriſdiction of deciding ſuits between citizers and 
ſtrangers. 

Thus ſtood affairs at Rome when a ſedition 
ſeized the Legions in Pannonia; without any freſh 
grounds, ſave that from a change of princes they 
meant to aſſume a warrant for licentiouſneſs and 
tumult, and from a civil war hoped great earnings 
and acquiſitions. They were three Legions en- 
camped together, all commanded by Junius Bleſus, 
who upon notice of the death of Auguſtus, and the 
acceſſion of Tiberius, had granted the ſoldiers oy 
ce 
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ceſs from their wonted-duties for ſome days, as a 
time either of public mourning or feſtivity. From 
| being idle they waxed. wanton, quarrelſome, and 
| turbulent; greedily liſtened to mutinous diſcourſes; 
the moſt profligate amongft them had moſt credit 
with them, and at laſt they became paſſionate for 
a life of ſloth and riot, utterly averſe to all mili- 
tary diſcipline and every fatigue of the camp. In 
the camp was one Percennius ; formerly a buſy 
leader in the embroilments of the theatre, and now 
a common ſoldier z a fellow of a petulant declaim- 
ing tongue, and, by inflaming parties in the play- 
houſe, well qualified to excite and infatuate a crowd. 
This incendiary practiſed upon the ignorant and 
unwary, ſuch as were ſolicitous what might prove 
their future uſage, now Auguſtus was dead. He 
engaged them in nightly confabulations, and, by 
little and little, incited them to violence and diſ- 
orders; and, towards the evening, when the ſo- 
bereſt and beſt affected were withdrawn, he aſ- 
ſembled the worſt and moſt turbulent. - When he 
had thus ripened them for ſedition, and other rea- 
dy incendiaries were combined with him, he per- 
ſonated the character of a lawful Commander, and | 
thus queſtioned and harangued them: ws 
„Why did they obey, like ſlaves, a few Cen- 
ce turions, and a fewer Tribunes? When would 
„they be bold enough to demand redreſs of their | 
heavy grievances, unleſs they ſnatched the pre- 
& ſent'occaſion, while the Emperor was yet new, 
& and his authority wavering, to prevail with him 
6 by petition, or by arms to force him? They 
e had already, by the miſery of many years, paid 
% dear for their patient ſloth, and ſtupid ſilence, 
& ſince, decrepid with age, and maimed with 
% wounds, after a courſe of ſervice for thirty, or 
<< forty years, they were {till doomed to carry arms. 
Nox, even to; thoſe who were diſcharged, 7 — 4 
rc cr 
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there any end of the miſery of warfare; they 
were {till kept tied to the colours, and, under 
the creditable title of Veterans, endured the ſame 
hardſhips, and underwent the ſame labours. But 
ſuppoſe any of them eſcaped ſo many dangers, 
and ſurvived ſo many calamities, where was 
their reward at laſt ? A long and weary march 
remained yet to be taken into countries far re- 
mote and ftrange, where, under the name of 
given them to cultivate, they had inhoſ- 


mountains to manure. Severe and ungainful of 


itſelf was the occupation of war; ten As's a 


day the poor price of their perſons and lives; 


out of this they muſt buy cloaths, and tents, and 
arms; out of this bribe the cruel Centurions, for 
a forbearance of blows, and occaſional exemp- 


tion from hard duty. But ſtripes from their offi- 


cers, and wounds from their enemies, hard win- 


ters and laborious ſummers, bloody wars and 
barren peace, were miſeries without end; nor 
remained there other cure or relief than to refaſs 
to liſt but upon conditions certain, and fixed by 
themſelves ; particularly, that their pay be 4 
denarius or ſixteen As's a day, ſixteen years be 


the utmoſt term of ſerving; when diſcharged, to 


be no longer obliged to follow the colours, but 


to have their reward, in ready money, paid them 


in the camp where they earned it. Did the 
Prætorian guards, they who had double pay, 
they who, after fixteen years ſervice, were paid 
_w and ſent home, bear ſeverer difficulties, un- 
o ſuperior dangers ? He did not mean to de- 
95 from the merit of their brethren the city 
guards; their own harder lot however was, to 
be placed amongſt horrid and barbarous nations, 
nor could they look from their tents, but they 

ſaw the foe.“ 
The 
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The whole crowd received this harangue with 
ſhouts of applauſe 3 but from various e eee 
Some diſplayed upon their bodies the impreſſions 
of ſtripes, others their hoary heads, many their 
veſtments ragged and curtailed, with backs utterly il 
bare ; as did all, their various griefs in the hitter- | 
neſs of reproach, At length to ſuch exceſſive fury 
they grew, that they propoſed to incorporate the 
three Legions into one; nor by ought but emulation 
was the project defeated: for, to his own Legion, 
every man claimed the prerogative of ſwallowing 
and denominating the other two. They took ano- 
ther method, and placed the three eagles of the 
Legions, with the ſtandards of the ſeveral Cohorts, 
all together, without rank or priority ; then forth- 
with digged turf, and were rearing a tribunal, one 
high enough to be ſeen at a diſtance. In this hur- 
ry arrived Bleſus, who, falling into ſore rebukes, 
and by force interrupting. particulars, called with 
vehemence to all; Dip your hands rather in my 
% blood. To murder your General, will be a 
c crime leſs ſhameful and heinous, than to revolt 
& from your Prince: for, determined I am, either 
<« to preſerve the Legions in their faith and obe- 
& dience, if you kill me not for my intended good 
office; or my death, if I fall by your hands, 
< ſhall haſten your remorſe.” 
For all this, turfs were accumulated, and the 
work was already breaſt-high, when, at laſt, over- 
come by his ſpirit and perſeverance, they forbore. 
Bleſus was an able ſpeaker ; he told them, “that 
* ſedition and mutiny were not the methods of 
% conveying to the Emperor the pretenſions of the 
&« ſoldiers ; their demands too were new and fin- 
“ gular; ſuch as neither the ſoldiers of old had 
ever made to the ancient Generals, nor they 
* themſelves to the deified . Auguſtus : beſides, 
ce their claims were ill-timed, when the Prince, 
5 cc juſt 


* 


- 


Book I. 


zue with 


igations. 
preſſions 


ny their 


s utterly 


e bitter- | 


ive fury 
rate the 
mulation 
Legion, 
allowing 
ok ano- 


s of the 


-ohorts, 
en forth- 
nal, one 
his hur- 
rebukes, 
ed with 


er in my 


ill be a 
0 revolt 
1, either 
nd obe- 
ed good 

hands, 


and the 


t, over- 
forbore. 
„ that 
hods of 
s of the 
nd ſin- 
old had 
or the 

beſides, 
Prince, 


( juſt 


Book I. OF: TACITULT 23 


« juſt upon his acceſſion, was already embarraſſed 
« with the weight and variety of other cares. If 
© however they meant to try to gain in full peace 
« thoſe conceſſions, which, even after a civil war, 
« the conquerors never claimed; yet why trample 
upon duty and obedience, why _ the laws 
o 
„ 
. 


of the army, and rules of diſcipline ? And if 

they meant to petition, why meditate violence ? 

They might at leaſt appoint deputies ; and in 
© his preſence truſt them with their pretenſions.“ 
ere they all cried out, that the ſon of Bleſus, 
« one of their tribunes, ſhould execute that depu- 
tation; and demand, in their name, that, after 
« ſixteen years ſervice, they ſhould be diſcharged. 
E They ſaid, they. would give him new orders, 
£ when he had ſucceeded in theſe.” After the 
departure of the young officer, a moderate receſs 
nſued. The ſoldiers however exulted to have car- 
ied ſuch a point; the ſending the ſon of their 
General, as the public advocate for their cauſe, was 
to them full proof, that they had gained, by force 
and terror, that which, by modeſty, and gentle 
eans, they would never have gained. _ | 
In the mean time thoſe companies, which, be- 
ore the ſedition began, were ſent to Nauportum, 
o mend roads and bridges, and upon other duties, 
o ſooner heard of the uproar in the camp, but 
hey caſt off all obedience, tore away the enſigns, 
and plundered the neighbouring villages. Even 
auportum itſelf, which for greatneſs reſembled a 
Wnunicipal city, was plundered. The endeavours 
f the Centurions, to reſtrain this violence, were: 
rſt returned with mockery and contempt, then, 
ith invectives and contumelies, at laſt with out- 
age and blows. Their vengeance was chiefly bent 
Ngainſt the camp-marſhal, Aufidienus Rufus: him 
hey dragged from his chariot, and loading him 
ith baggage, drove him before the firſt ranks. 

| They 
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They then inſulted him, and aſked in ſcorn, * whe 
* ther he would gladly bear ſuch enormous bur: 
s dens; whether endure ſuch immenſe marches ? 
Rufus had been long a common ſoldier, then be: 
came a Centurion, and afterwards Camp-Marſhal 8 
à ſevere reſtorer of primitive ſtrictneſs and diſciſ 
pline; an indefatigable obſerver of every militar 
duty, which he exacted from others with the more 
rigour, as he had himſelf undergone them with all 
By the arrival of this tumultuous band, the («i 
dition was again awakened to its former outrage, 
and the Seditious roving abroad without controul,| 
ravaged the country on every ſide. Bleſus, for an 
example of terror to the reſt, commanded thoſt 
who were moſt laden with plunder, to be puniſhed 
with ſtripes, and caſt into priſon. For the Generalf 
was {till dutifully obeyed by the Centurions, and by 
all the ſoldiers of any merit. But the criminals re- 
fuſed to ſubmit, and even ſtruggled with the guard 
who were carrying them off: They claſped the 
knees of the by-ſtanders, implored help from ther 
fellows ; now calling upon every individual, and 
eonjuring them by their particular names; then 
appealed to them in a body, and ſupplicated the 
Company, the Cohort, the Legion, to which they 
belonged ; warning and proclaiming, that the ſameſ 
ignominy and chaſtiſement hung over them all, 
With the ſame breath they heaped inveCtives with- 
out meaſure upon their General, and called upon 
heaven and all the Gods to be their witneſſes and 
avengers ; nor left they ought unattempted to raiſe 
effectual hatred, compaſſion, terror, and every ſpe- 
cies of fury. Hence the whole body ruſhed to their 
relief, burſt open the priſon, unbound and reſcued the 
priſoners. Thus they owned for their brethren, 
and incorporated with themſelves, infamous revol- 
ters, and traitors convict and condemned, 5 

| ence 
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Hence the violence became more raging, and 
hence more ſedition from more leaders. There was 
articularly one Vibulenus a common ſoldier, who, 
exalted on the ſhoulders of his comrades, before the 
tribunal of Bleſus, thus declaimed in the ears of a 
multitude already outrageous, and eager to hear 
hat he had to ſay. “ To theſe innocents, ſays 
he, to theſe miſerable ſufferers, our fellow ſol- 


. With all « diers, you have indeed reſtored breath and liber- 
p | ty; but, who will reſtore life to my poor bro- 
id, the ſe. } | 125 

F ther; who my poor brother to me? He was ſent 
er Outrage, 


hither by the German armies, with propoſitions 
for our common good; and for this, was laſt 
night butchered by the fame Bleſus, who in the 
murder employed his gladiators, bloody men, 
whom he purpoſely entertains and arms for our 
common execution : where, oh Bleſus, haſt thou 
thrown his mangled corps ? Even open enemies 
do not inhumanly deny burial to the ſlain. When 
I have ſatiated my forrow with a thouſand kiiles, 
and a flood of tears, command me alſo to be 
murdered, that theſe our brethren may together 
bury my poor brother and me, ſlaughtered both 
as victims, yet both guiltleſs of any crime, but 
that of ſtudying the common intereſt of the le- 
2190s,” | | 

He inflamed thoſe his complaints and expoſtula- 
ons, with affecting ſighs and lamentations, beat 
is breaſt, and tore his face. Then, thoſe wie 
arried him, giving way, he throwed himſelf head - 
ng at the feet ef his companions; and thus pio 
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ted to raiſe - tet his c 3 0 
pers ſpe- rate and ſupplicating, in them raifed ſuch a ſpirit 
Do) LE mn | commiſeration, and ſuch a ſtorm of vengeance, 
reſcued tle Mat one party of them ſeized and bound the Gene- 


I's gladiators; another, the reſt of his family; 
chile many ran and diſperſed themſelves to ſearch 
r the corps: and had it not been quickly manifeſt. 
at there was no corps to be found, that the ſlaves 
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of Bleſus had upon the rack cleared themſelves, and 2 


that Vibulenus never had any brother ; they had 


gone nigh to have ſacrificed the General. As it was, 
they expulſed the Camp-marſhal and Tribunes, and, 
as they fled, plundered their baggage. They like- 
wiſe put to death Lucilius the Centurion, whom il 
they had ſarcaſtically named cede alteram, becauſi 
when upon the back of a ſoldier he had broken] 
one wand, he was wont to call for another, then 
a third. The other Centurions lurked in conceal. 
ment, all but Julius Clemens, who, for his prompt 
capacity, was ſaved in order to manage the nego- 
ciations of the foldiers. Even two of the Legions, | 

the eighth and fifteenth, were ready to turn their 
ſwords upon each other; and had, but for the ninth, i 
One Sirpicus, a Centurion, was the ſubject of the 
quarrel : him the eighth required to be put to death; 
the fifteenth protected him; but the ninth inter-. 
poſed with entreaties to both, and with threats til 


thoſe who would not liſten to prayers. 


Tiberius, however cloſe and impenetrable, and 


ever labouring to ſmother all melancholy tidings, 
was yet driven by thoſe from Pannonia, to diſpatch 
his ſon Druſus thither, accompanied by the princi- 


2 
; 


pal nobility, and guarded by two Prztorian cohorts; i 
but charged with no preciſe inſtructions, only to 
adapt his meaſures to the preſent exigency. The 
cohorts were ſtrengthened with an extraordinary ad- 
dition of choſen men, with the greateſt part of the 
Prætorian horſe, and main body of the German, 
then the emperor's guards. Ælius Sejanus, lately 


- 


2 with his father Strabo in the command of the 
rætorian bands, was alſo ſent, not only as gover- 
nor to the young Prince, but, as his credit with the 


Emperor was known to be mighty, to deal with the i 
revolters by promiſes and terrors. When Druſu 
approached, the Legions, for ſhew of reſpect, march: 


ad out to meet him, not with the uſual ſymptom i 
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elves, and and ſhouts of joy, nor with gay enſigns and arms 
they had glittering, but in a dreſs and accoutrements hideous 


As it was, and ſqualid. In their countenances too, though 
unes, and, compoſed to ſadneſs, were ſeen greater marks of -- 
They like- ſullenneſs and contumacy. 

n, whom 


As ſoon as he was within the camp, they ſecured 
the entrances with guards, and in 3 quarters 

of it placed parties upon duty. The reſt crovded 
about the Tribunal of Druſus, who ſtood beckoning | 
with his hand for ſilence. Here, as often as they | 


, becauf 
ad broken 
ther, then 
n conceal- 


his prompt ſurveyed their own numbers, and met one another's 

the nego- ¶reſentful looks, they uttered their rage in horrible 

e Legions, MWcries : Again, when they beheld CESAR upon the 

turn their Tribunal, awe and trembling ſeized them. Now, | 
the ninth, chere prevailed an hollow and inarticulate murinur ; 

ject of the next, a furious clamour ; then, ſuddenly, a dead 

t to death; ¶ſilence. So that, by a haſty ſucceſſion of oppoſite 

nth inter- Nyaſſions, they were at once diſmayed and dreadful. 


hen, at laſt, the uproar was ſtaid, he read his 


threats uf 
ather's letters, who in them declared, „that he 


rable, and = would take an affectionate care of the brave and 
ly tidings, “ invincible Legions, by whom he had ſuſtained 
to diſpatch |< ſucceſsfully ſo many wars; and, as ſoon as his 
the princi- “ grief was a little abated, deal with the Senate 
in cohorts; “ about their demands; in the mean time he had 
15, only tog ſent them his ſon, on purpoſe to make them 
cy. The “ forthwith all- the conceſſions, which could in- 
rdinary ad- ſtantly be made them: the reſt were to be re- 
part of the ſerved for the Senate, the proper diſtributors of 
German, F rewards and puniſhments by a right altogether 
nus, lately “ unalicnable.” | 

nand of the The aſſembly anſwered, that to Julius Clemens 


7 as gover- hey had intruſted what to ſpeak in their name: he 
dit with the Pegan with their demands, “ to be diſcharged af- 


al with tis ter ſixteen years ſervice, to have the reward 
en Druſu i which, for paſt ſervices upon that diſcharge, they 
ect, march: claimed; their pay to be increaſed to a Roman 
ſymptom i Denarius; the Veterans to be po longer detained 
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„ under their enſigns.“ When Druſus urged, that 


wholly in the judgment of the Senate and his father Ml 


theſe matters reſted; he was interrupted by their 2 
clamours: To what purpoſe came he; fince he 


& could neither augment their pay, nor alleviate 
their grievances ? and while every officer was al- 


lowed to inflict upon them blows and death, the 
ſon of their Emperor wanted power to relieve 
them by one beneficent action. This was the 
policy of the late reign, when Tiberius fruſtrat. 
ed every requeſt of the ſoldiers, by referring all 
to Auguſtus; now Druſus was come, with the | 
ſame artifices, to delude them. Were they*ne- 
ver to have a higher viſit than from the children 
of their Prince? It was, indeed, unaccountable, i 
that to the Senate the Emperor ſhould leave no 
part in the direction of the army, only the re- 
warding of the foldiery. Ought not the ſame 
Senate to be conſulted as often as a battle was to 
be fought, or a private man to be puniſhed ? or, i 
were their recompences to be adjudged by many 
maſters, but their puniſhments to remain with- | 
out any reſtraint or moderator whatſoever ?” | 
At laſt, they abandoned the Tribunal, and with 
menaces and inſults fell upon all they met, belong- | 
ing to Druſus either as guards or friends, medi- 
tating thus to provoke a quarrel, and an introduc- i 
tion to blood. Chiefly enraged they were againit 
Cneius Lentulus, as one, for years and warlike re- 
nown, ſuperior to any about the perſon of Druſus, 
and thence ſuſpected to have hardened the Prince, 


and been himſelf the foremoſt to deſpiſe theſe out- 


rages in the erer Nor was it long after, that, 
as he was leaving Druſus, and, from the foreſight 


of danger, returning to the winter quarters, they 


ſurrounded him, and demanded, „ whither he 
& went? to the Emperor or Senate? there allo to 
& exerciſe his enmity to the Legions, and oppoſe 

ce their if 
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hopes, and by terrors rouſing them: * How long 
% faid they, ſhall we hold the ſon of our Emperor 
de thus beſieged? Where will our broils and wild 
« contentions end ? Shall we ſwear allegiance to 
„ Percennius and Vibulenus ? Will Vibulenus and 
« Percennius ſupport us with pay during our ſer- 
t vice, and reward us with lands when diſmiſſed ? 
& In ſhort, ſhall two common men diſpoſſeſs the 
« Neroes and the Druſi, and to themſelves aſſume 
„ the Empire of the Roman people? Let us be 
« wiſer; and as we were the laſt to revolt, be 
ce the firſt to relent. Such demands as comprize 
terms for all, are ever ſlowly accorded : but par- 
e ticulars may, when they pleaſe, merit inftant fa- 
c your, and inſtantly receive it.” Theſe reaſon- 
ings alarmed them, and filled them with mutual 
jealouſies. Preſently the freſh ſoldiers forſook the 
Sm, one Legion ſeparated from another; then 
by degrees returned the love of duty and obedience. 
They relinquiſhed the guard of the gates; and the 
Eagles and other enſigns, which in the beginning 
of the tumult they had thrown together, were now 
reſtored each to its diſtinct ſtation, I 
Druſus, as ſoon as it was day, ſummoned an aſ- 
ſembly, and though unſkilled in ſpeaking, yet with 
a haughtineſs inherent in his blood, rebuked their 
paſt, and commended their preſent behaviour: 
„With threats and terrors, he ſaid, it was impoſ- 
« ſible to ſubdue him; but if he ſaw them reclaim- 
© ed to ſubmiſſion, if from them he heard the lan- 
« guage of ſupplicants, he would ſend to his fa- 
c ther to accept with a reconciled ſpirit the peti- 
dc tions of the Legions.” - Hence, at their entrea- | 
ty, for their deputy to Tiberius, the ſame Bleſus 
was again diſpatched, and with him Lucius Apro- i 
nius, a Roman Knight, and intimate companion 
of Druſus, and Juſtus Catonius, a Centurion of i 
the firſt order. There followed great debates Fo ; 
e 


A 


- 
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Tow long the council of Druſus, while ſome adviſed “ to 
r Emperer W << ſuſpend all proceeding, till the return of the 
and wild“ deputies, and by a courſe of courteſy the while 
egiance td“ to ſooth the ſoldiers; others maintained, that re- 
uſenus and“ medies more potent muſt needs be applied: in a ; 
> our ſer- © multitude, was to be found nothing on this fide 
diſmiſſed “ extremes; always imperious where they are not 
poſſeſs the g awed, and to be deſpiſed without danger when 
ves aſſume “ frightened. To their preſent terror from ſuper- 


ec ſtition was to be added the dread of their Gene- 
&« ral, by his dooming to death the authors of the 
« ſedition.” Rather prompt to rigorous counſels 
was the genius of Druſus. Vibulenus and Percen- 


Let us be 
revolt, be 
comprize if 
: but par- 


inſtant fa. Inius were produced, and by his command executed. 
ſe reaſon. It is by many recounted, that in his own tent the 

th mutual were ſecretly diſpatched and buried; by others, 
\rfook the chat their bodies were ignominiouſly thrown over 
her; then be entrenchments, for a public ſpectacle of terror. 
abedioncs Search was then made for other remarkable in- 


endiaries. Some were caught ſkulking without. 
he camp, and there by the Centurions or Præto- 
ian ſoldiers ſlain. Others were by their ſeveral 
ompanies delivered up, as a proof of their own 


; and the 
beginning 
were now 


ned an af. idelity. The confternation of the ſoldiers was 
, yet with | eightened by the precipitate acceſſion of winter, 
uked their Mrith rains inceſſant, and ſo violent, that they were 
1 nable to ſtir from their tents, or maintain com- 
vas impoſ- Non intercourſe, nay ſcarce to preſerve their ſtand- 
n reclaim. ds, aſſaulted continually by tempeſtuous winds 
-d the lan- nd raging floods. Dread beſides of the angry Gods 
to his fa- ill poſſeſſed them; “ nor was it at random, they 
t the peti- * thought, that ſuch profane traitors were thus vi- 
eir entrea- if ſited with black eclipſes, and roaring tempeſts ; 
me Bleſus T neither againſt theſe their calamities was there 
cius Apro- g other relief than the relinquiſhing of a camp by 
-ompanion | * umpiety contaminated and accurſed, and, after 


* exptation of their guilt, returning to their ſeve- 
* ral gariſons.” The eighth legion departed firſt ; 
C 4 then 


nturion of 


debates in 
we i 
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then the fifteenth : the ninth, with earneſt clamoum, 
preſſed for continuing there till the letters from J“. 
berius arrived ; but when deſerted by the other two, 
their courage failed, and by following of their own 
accord, they prevented the ſhame of being forced, | 
Druſus ſeeing order and tranquillity thus reſtored, 
without ſtaying for the return of the Deputies, re- 
turned himſelf to Rome. I 
Almoſt at the ſame time, and from the ſame 
cauſes, the legions in Germany raifed an inſurrec- 
tion, with greater numbers, and thence with more 
fury. Paſſionate too were their hopes that Ger- 
manicus would never brook the rule of another, but 
yield to the ſpirit of the legions, who had force ſuf . 
ficient to bring the whole Empire under his ſway, 
Upon the Rhine were two armies ; that called the} 
higher, commanded by Caius Silius, Lieutenant. 
General; the lower, by Aulus Cæcina. © The 
command in Chief reſted in Germanicus, then buſy 
collecting the tribute in Gaul. The forces how. 
ever under Silius, with cautious ambiguity, watch- 
ed the ſucceſs of the revolt which others began: 
for the ſoldiers of the lower army had broken out} 
into open outrages, which began from the fifth le- 
gion, and the one and twentieth, who drew aiter 
them the firſt and the twentieth. Theſe were al} 
together upon the frontiers of the Ubians, paſſing 
the campaign in utter idleneſs, or light duty: 6 
that upon the news that Auguſtus was dead, the 
Whole {warm of new ſoldiers — levied in the ci 
ty, men accuſtomed to the effeminacies of Rome, 
and impatient of every military hardſhip, began | 
poſſeſs the ignorant minds of the reſt with many 
turbulent expectations, ** that now was preſentc 
« the lucky juncture for Veterans to demand intir 
„ diſmiſſion ; the freſh ſoldiers, larger pay; and al 
« ſome mitigation of their miſcries; as alio to fe. 
« turn due vengeance for the crueltic; of the Cen 
| „ turions. 
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ſurrection was like to prove; for in their condut 
were no marks of a rabble, where every man's wil 
guides him, or the inſtigation of a few controu 
the whole, Here, all at once they raged, and al 
at once kept ſilence; with ſo much concert ani 
ſteadineſs, that you would have believed them un. 
der the ſovereign direction of one. 

'To Germanicus the while, then receiving, as 
have ſaid, the tribute in Gaul, news were broughf 
of the deceaſe of Auguitus, whoſe grand-daughteſ 
Agrippina he had to wife, and by her many chil. 
dren, He was himſelf the grandſon ef Livia, by 
her fon Druſus the brother of Tiberius; but eve 
under heavy anxiety from the ſecret hate which hi 
uncle and grandmother bore him ; hate the mon 
virulent, as its grounds were altogether unrighteouz 
For, dear and adored was the memory of his ft 
ther Druſus amongſt the Roman mages % and fronſi 
him was firmly expected, that had he ſucceeded tif 
the Empire, he would have reſtored public libert, 
Hence their zeal for Germanicus, and of him thl 
ſame hopes conceived z as from his youth he pol4 
ſeſſed a popular ſpirit, and marvellous aftabilityf 
utterly remote from the comportment and addreif 
of Tiberius, ever haughty and myſterious. Thy 
animoſities too between the ladies adminiſtred frelif 
fue], while, towards Agrippina, Livia was aCtuaty 
ccd by the deſpight natural to ſtep-mothers: an 
over-tempeſtuous was the indignation of Agripp 
na; only that her known chaſtity, and love for he 
huſband, always gave her mind, however velhey 
ment, a virtuous turn. 

But Germanicus, the nearer. he ſtood to ſuprem 
rule, the more vigour he exerted to ſecure it to I. 
berius; to whom he. obliged the Sequanianys, ; 
neighbouring people, as alſo the ſeveral Belgic c- 
ties, to ſwear preſent allegiance ; and the mome! 


ke learnt the uproar of the legions, poſted thithe 
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He found them advanced without the camp to re- 
ceive him, with eyes caſt down, in feigned token 
of remorſe. After he entered the entrenchments, 
Inſtantly his ears were filled with plaints and griev- 
Ances, uttered in hideous and mixt clamours. Nay, 
ſome catching his hand, as if they meant to kiſs it, 
hruſt his fingers into their mouths, to feel their 
ums deſtitute of teeth; others ſhewed their limbs 
nfeebled, and bodies ſtooping under old age. As. 
e ſaw the aſſembly mixt at random, he commanded 
hem © to range themſelves into companies, thence 
more diſtinctly to hear his anſwers; as alſo to 


place before them their ſeveral Enſigns; that the 
* cohorts at leaſt might be diſtinguiſhed.” With 
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e the mono wneſs and reluctance they obeyed him. Then 
unrightedueginning with an encomium upon the“ venerable 
of his fu. memory of Auguſtus,” he proceeded: to the 
e, and fronfiM* many victories and many triumphs of Tiberius, 


ſucceeded to 
ublic liberty, 
of him th 
outh he poly 


and with peculiar praiſes celebrated the glorious: 
and immortal deeds, which with theſe very le- 
* cions he had accompliſhed in Germany; he- 
xt boaſted the quiet ſtate of things, the conſent. 


is affabilityhf all Italy, the loyal faith of both the Gauls ; and: 
and addreiſ very quarter of the Roman ſtate exempt from diſaf- 
ious. Th ction and diſorders. PO 

iniſtred frei Thus far they liſtened with ſilence, at leaſt with 
was aCtuatWoderate murmuring; but the moment he touched. 
others: anMeir ſedition, and queſtioned, <* where now was. 


the wonted modeſty of ſoldiers ? wherethe glory 
of ancient diſcipline ? whither had they chaſed 
their Tribunes, whither their Centurions ?” to a. 
an, they ſtripped themſelves to the ſkin, and there 
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d love for he 
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d to ſuprenqgpoted the ſeams of their wounds, and bruiſes of 
ure it to 1lcir chaſtiſements, in the rage of reproach.. Then: 
equanians, the undiftinguiſhed voice of uproar, they, urged, 
1] Belgic oil the exactions for occaſional exemptions.;. their: 


the momen 


| ſcanty pay; and their rigorous labours ;!” which: 
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y repreſented in a long detail; * ramparts to be: 
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« reared; entrenchments digged, trees felled and 
“ drawn; forage cut and carried; fuel prepared 
„ and fetched; with every other article of toil 
required by the exigencies of war, or ta prevent 
idleneſs in the ſoldiery. Above all, from the Ve- 
terans aroſe a cry moſt vehement and furious : they 
enumerated thirty years or upwards undergone in 
the ſervice, “ and beſought, that, to men utterly 
„ ſpent, he would adminiſter reſpite, nor ſuffer 
& them to be beholden to death for the laſt relief 
from their toils ; but diſcharge them from a wat. 
fare ſo laſting and ſevere, and grant them the 
e means of a comfortable receſs.” . ſome there 
were who required of him the money bequeathed 
them by Auguſtus ; and towards Germanicus ut- 
tering zealous vows, with omens of happy fortune, 
declared their cordial attachment to his cauſe, iff 
he would himſelf aſſume the Empire. Here, as al- 
ready ſtained with their treaſon, he leaped headlony 
from the Tribunal; but with ſwords drawn thy 
oppoſed his departure, and threatened his life, if h| 
refuſed to return: yet, with paſſionate proteltations, 
that “ he would rather die than be a traitor," 
he ſnatched his ſword from his ſide, and aiming full 
at his breaſt, would have buried it there, had nt 
thoſe who were next him ſeized his hand, and by 
force reſtrained him. A cluſter of ſoldiers in th 
extremity of the Ys exhorted him, nay, wht 
is incredible to hear, ſome particulars advanciny 
nearer, exhorted him, to /{rike home, In truth, one 
Caluſidius, a common ſoldier, preſented him hifi 
naked ſword, and added, it is ſharper than youf 
„ own;” a behaviour which to the reſt, outrageouſ 
as they were, ſeemed ſavage, and of horrid ex- 
ample, Hence, the friends of Germanicus half 
time to ſnatch him away to his tent. 
It was here conſulted what remedy to apply; fo 
it was adviſed, that “ miniſters of ſedition wel 
| 66 pre : 
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« preparing to be diſpatched to the other army, to 
« draw them too into a confederacy in the revolt; 
« that the capital of the Ubians was deſtined to be 
« ſacked ; and if their hands were once inured to 
& plunder, they would break in, and ravage all 
« Gaul.” This dread was augmented by another: 
the enemy knew of the {edition in the Roman army, 
and were ready to invade the Empire, if its barrier 
the Rhine were left unguarded. Now, to arm the 
allies and the auxiliaries of Rome, and lead them 
againit the departing Legions, was to rouſe a civil 
war: ſeverity was dangerous; the way of largeſſes 
infamous ; and alike threatning it was to the State, 
to grant the turbulent ſoldiers nothing, or yield them 
every thing. After revolving every reaſon and ob- 
jection, the reſult was, to feign letters and directions 
from Tiberius, “that thoſe who had ſerved twenty 
years ſhould be finally diſcharged ; ſuch as had 
„ ſerved ſixteen be under the enſign and privilege of 
„Veterans, releaſed from every duty, but that of 
repulſing the enemy; and the legacy which they 
„ demanded, ſhould be paid and doubled.” _ 
The ſoldiers, whoperceived, that, purely to evade 
preſent difficulty, the conceſſions were forged, in- 
ſiſted to have them forthwith executed; and inſtantly 
the Tribunes diſpatched the diſcharge of the Vete- 
rans. That of the money was adjourned to their 
ſeveral winter-quarters : but the fifth Legion, and 
the one and twentieth, refuſed to ſtir, till in that 
very camp they were paid; ſo that out of the money 
reſerved by himſelf and his friends for travelling ex- 
pences, 1 was obliged to raiſe the ſum. 
Czcina, Lieutenant-General, led the firſt Legion 
and twentieth, back to the capital of the Ubians 
an infamous march, when the plunder of their Ge- 
neral's coffers was carried amidſt the Enſigns and 
Roman Eagles. Germanicus, the while, proceed- 
ing to the army in higher Germany, brought the 
2 | ſecond, 
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fecond, thirteenth and ſixteenth Legions to ſwear 
allegiance without heſitation : to the fourteenth, 
who manifeſted ſome ſhort ſuſpenſe, he made, un- 
aſked, a tender of their money, and 
charge. 

But a party of Veterans which belonged to the 
diſorderly Legions, and then in gariſon among the 
began a ſedition there, were | 
ſomewhat quelled by the inſtant execution of two | 
of their body ; an execution commanded by Men- 
nius, Camp-Marſhal, and rather of good example, 
than done by competent authority. The tumult 
however ſwelling again with freſh rage, he fled, but 
was diſcovered ; fo that, finding no-1afety in lurk- 
ing, from his own bravery he drew his defence, and 
declared, „that to himſelf, who was only their 
« Camp-Marſhal, theſe their outrages were not 
done, but done to the authority of Germanicus 
<« their General, to the Maje | 
« Emperor.” At the ſame time, braving and diſ- 
maying all that would have ſtopped him, he hercely 
ſnatched the colours, faced about towards the Rhine, 
and, pronouncing the doom of traitors and deſerters 
to every man who forſook his ranks, brought them 
back to their winter-quarters, mutinous, 1n truth, 
but not daring to mutiny. 
In the mean time the deputies ſrom the Senate 
met Germanicus at the altar of the Ubians, whither 


a preſent diſ- 


of Tiberius their 


in his return he was arrived. Two Legions wintered 


there, the firſt, and twentieth, with the ſoldiers 
lately placed under the ſtandard of Veterans ; men 
already under the diſtractions of guilt and fear : 
and now a new terror poſſeſſed them, that theſe 
Senators were come armed with injundtions to can- 
cel every conceſſion which they had by ſedition ex- 
torted ; and, as it is the cuſtom of the crowd to be 
ever charging ſomcbody with the crimes ſuggeſted 
by their own falſe alarms, the guilt of this unagynary 
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e they laid upon Minutius Plancus, a Senator 
3 as — and at the head of this deputa- 
tion. In the dead of night, they began to clamour 
aloud for the purple ſtandard placed in the quarters 
of Germanicus; and ruſhing tumultuouſly to his 


gate, burſt the doors, dragged the Prince out of his 


bed, and with menaces of preſent death, compelled 
him to deliver the ſtandard. Then, as they roved 
about the camp, they met the Deputies ; who 
having learnt the outrage, were haſtening to Ger- 
manicus : upon them they poured a deluge of con- 
tumelies, and were devoting them to preſent ſlaugh- 
ter ; Plancus chiefly, whom the dignity of his cha- 
rater had reſtrained from flight; nor in this mortal 
danger had he other refuge than the quarters of the 
firſt Legion, where, embracing the Eagle, and 
other enſigns, he ſought ſanctuary from the religi- 
ous veneration ever paid them. But, in ſpite of 
religion, had not Calpurnius the Eagle-bearer by 
force defeated the violent aſſault, in the Roman 


camp had been ſlain an Ambaſſador of the Roman 


people, and with his blood the inviolable altars of 
the Gods had been ſtained; a —_— rare even in 
the camp of an enemy. At laſt, day returning, 
when the General, and the ſoldiers, and their actions 
could be diſtinguiſhed, Germanicus entered the 
camp; and commanding Plancus to be brought, 
ſeated him by himſelf upon the tribunal: he then 
inveighed againſt the late © pernicious frenzy, which 
« in it, he ſaid, had fatality, and was rekindled 
by no defpite in the ſoldiers, but by that of the 
„angry Gods,” He explained the genuine pur- 
poſes of that Embaſiy, and lamented with affecting 
eloquence << the outrage committed upon Plancus, 
« altogether brutal and unprovoked ; the foul vio- 
** lence done to the ſacred perſon of an Ambaſſador, 
and the mighty diſgrace from thence derived 


upon the Legion.“ Yet as the aſſembly ſhewed 


Mere 
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more ſtupefaction than calmneſs, he diſmiſſed the 
Deputies under a guard of auxiliary horſe, 

During this affright, Germanicus was by all men 
cenſured, << that he retired not to the higher army, 
e whence he had been ſure of ready obedience, and 
cc even of ſuccour againſt the revolters. Alread 
he had taken wrong meaſures more than enough, 
« by — ſome, rewarding all, and other | 
tender counſels. If he deſpiſed his own ſafety ; 
yet why expoſe his inſant-ſon, why his wife big 
„ with child, to the fury of outrageous traitors, 
« wantonly violating all the moſt ſacred rights 
« amongſt men? It became him at leaſt to reſtore 
« his wife and ſon ſafe to Tiberius, and to the 
« ſtate. He was long unreſolved ; beſides Agrip- 
pina was averſe to leave him, and urged that 
„ ſhe was the grand-daughter of Auguſtus, and it 
« was below her ſpirit to ſhrink in a time of dan- 
« ger.” But, embracing her and their little ſon, 
with great tenderneſs and many tears, he prevailed 
with her to depart, Thus there marched miſerably | 
along a band of helpleſs women ; the wife of a | 
great commander fied like a fugitive, and upon her | 
boſom bore her infant-ſon ; about her a troop ef 
other ladies, dragged from their huſbands, and 
drowned in tears, uttering their heavy lamentations, 
Nor weaker than theirs was the griet felt by all 
who remained. 

Theſe groans and tears, and this ſpectacle of 
woe, the appearances rather of a city ſtormed and 
ſacked, than of a Roman camp, that of Germanicus 
Cæſar, victorious and flouriſhing, awakened atten- 
tion and inquiry in the ſoldiers : leaving their tents, 
they cried, *+ W hence theſe doleful wailings ? what 
& fo lamentable | ſo many ladies of illuſtrious qua- 
„ lity, travelling thus forlorn; not a Centurion 
« to attend them; not a ſoldier to guard them; 
„their General's wife amongſt them, undiſtin- 
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guiſhed by any mark of her princely dignity, 
« deſtitute of her ordinary train; frightened from 
© the Roman Legions, wa! repairing, like an exile, 
for ſhelter to "I reves, there to commit herſelf to 
© the ſaith of foreigners.” Hence ſhame and com- 
miſeration ſeized them, and the remembrance of her 
illuſtrious family, with that of her own virtues 3 
the brave Agrippa her father; the mighty Auguſtus 
her grand-father; the amiable Druſus her father- 
in-law, herſelf celebrated for a fruitful bed, and of 
ſignal chaſtity : add the conſideration of her little 
ſon, born in the camp, nurſed in the arms of the 
Legions, and by themſelves named Caligula, a mi- 
litary name from the boots which of the ſame faſhion 
with their own, in compliment to them, and to 
win their affections, he frequently wore. But no- 
thing ſo effectually ſubdued them as their own en 
towards the inhabitants of Treves. Hence they all 
beſought, all adjured, that ſhe would return to 
themſelves, and with themſelves remain. Thus 
ſome ſtopped Agrippina; but the main body re- 
turned with their intreaties to Germanicus ; who, 
as he was yet in the tranſports of grief and anger, 
addreſſed himſelf on this wiſe to the ſurrounding 
crowd : . | 
« To meneither is my wife or ſon dearer than 
my father and the commonwealth. But him 
doubtleſs his proper majeſty will defend; and 
the other armies will defend the Roman State. 
As to my wife and children, whom, for your 
glory, I could freely ſacrifice ; I now remove 
them from your rage, that by my blood alone 
may be expiated whatever further miſchief your 
tury meditates ; and that the murder of the great 
** grandſon of Auguſtus, the murder of the daughter- 
** in-law of Tiberius, may not be added to mine, 
nor to the blackneſs of your paſt guilt. For, 
during theſe days of phirenſy, what has been too 
„ horrid 
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follow him, T:wnſmen. The deified Auguſtus, 


driven away, the Ambaſſadors impriſoned; that 


horrid for you to commit? What fo ſacred tha 
you have not violated ? To this audience wha 
name ſhall I give? Can J call you Soldiers? yu 
who have beſet with arms the fon of your En. 
peror, confined him in your trenches, and hel 
him in a ſiege? Roman citixens can I call you! 
you who have trampled upon the ſupreme authority 
of the Roman Senate? Laws religiouſly obſervedſ 
by common enemies, you have profaned ; vio-| 
lated the ſacred privileges and perſons of Am- 
baſſadors; broken the nk of nations. Thi 
deified Julius Cæſar quelled a ſedition in his arm) 
by a ſingle word; by calling all who refuſed tf 


when, after the battle of Actium, the Legions} 
lapſed into mutiny, terrified them into ſubmiſ-} 
ſion by the dignity of his preſence, and an awful 
look. "Theſe, it is true, are 1 characten, 
whom I] dare not emulate : but, as I inherit their 
blood, ſhould the armies in Syria and Spain con- 
temn my authority, I ſhould think their beha- 
viour ſtrange and baſe, Yet you are the fill 
and the twentieth Legions, the former enrolled 
by Tiberius himſelf, the other his conſtant com- 
panions in ſo many battels, his partners in ſo 
many victories, and by him enriched with ſo mary 
bounties ! Is this the worthy return you make 

our Emperor, and late commander ? And ſhall 

be the author of ſuch tidings to him, in the 
midſt of congratulations and happy accounts 
from every province in the Empire, that his own 
new levies, as well as his own Veterans who 
long fought under him, theſe, not appeaſed by 
their diſcharge, and neither of them ſatiated 
with the money given them, are both ſtill com- 
bined in a furious mutiny ? that here, and only 
here, the Centurions are butchered, the T ribunes 
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© with blood the camp is ſtained ; that the rivers 


flow with blood; and that for me, his ſon, I 
hold a precarious life amongſt men thus raging 
© and implacable ? 
« Why did you the other day, oh unſeaſonable 


friends | ſnatch away my ſword, when I would 
have plunged it into my breaſt ? He who offered 
me his own ſword, acted better, and was more 
my friend. I would then have fallen happy, as 
my death would have hid from mine eyes fo 
many horrible crimes, ſince committed by my 
own army. You too would have choſen another 
General, who, though he would have left my 


death unpuniſhed, yet would have ſought ven- 


ppeaſed by 


m ſatiated 
1 {til} com- 
e, and on 
e Tribune: 


oned; that 


geance for that of Varus, and the three Legions. 


For the Gods are too juſt to permit that the Bel- 


gians, however generouſly they offer their ſer- 
vice, ſhall reap the credit and renown of retriev- 
ing the glory of the Roman name, and of re- 
ducing in behalf of Rome the German nations 
her foes. I therefore here invoke thy ſpirit now 
with the Gods, oh deified Auguſtus ; and thy 
image interwoven in the enſigns, and thy me- 
mory, oh deceaſed father, to vindicate theſe Le- 
gions from this foul infamy. They already feel 
the remorſes of ſhame, and a ſenſe of honour. 
Let them turn the tide of their civil rage to the 
deſtruction of their common enemy. And for 
you, my fellow ſoldiers, in whom I now behold 
other countenances, and minds happily changed z 
if you mean to reſtore to the Senate its Ambaſ- 
ſadors, to your Emperor your ſworn obedience, 
to me my wife and ſon; fly the company of in- 
cendiaries, ſeparate the ſober from the ſeditious. 
This will be a faithful ſign of remorſe, this a firm 
pledge of fidelity.“ | 

Theſe words ſoftened them into ſupplicants : 


* ey confeſſed that all his reproaches were true; 
«6 With; | 


they 
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44 THE ANNALS Book], 
they beſought him to puniſh the guilty and mal. 
cious, to pardon the weak and miſled, and to leaf 
them againſt the enemy; to recal his wife, to brinf 
back his ſon, nor to ſuffer the foſterling of the Le 
gions to be given in hoſtage to the Gauls. Again 


the recalling of Agrippina he alledged the advand 


of winter, and her approaching delivery; but (aid 
that his ſon ſhould return, and that to themſelves kg 
left to execute what remained further to be executed 
Inſtantly, with changed reſentments, they ran, and 
ſeizing the moſt ſeditious, dragged them in bond 
to Caius Cetronius, commander of the firſt Legion 


who judged and puniſhed them in this manner. "The 


Legions, with their ſwords drawn, ſurrounded the 
Tribunal; from thence the priſoner was by a Tri 
bune expoſed to their view, and if they proclaime 
him guilty, caſt headlong down, and executed eve 
by his fellow-ſoldiers, who rejoiced in the executio 
becauſe by it they thought their own guilt to be ex 
piated : nor did Germanicus reſtrain them, ſinceo 
themſelves remained the cruelty and reproach of th 
ſlaughter committed without any order of his. TN 
Veterans followed the ſame example of vengeanc 
and were ſoon after ordered into Rhetia, in appeay 
ance to defend that province againſt the invadin 
Suevians; in reality, to remove them from a cam 
ſtill horrible to their ſight, as well in the remeiſ 
and puniſhment, as from the memory of their crun 
Germanicus next paſſed a ſcrutiny upon the conduſ 
and characters of the Centurions: before him the 
were cited ſingly; and cach gave account of | 
name, his company, country, the length of Þ 
ſervice, exploits in war, and military preſent 
if he had been diſtinguiſhed with any. If ü 
Tribunes, or his Legion, bore teſtimony of his 

ligence and integrity, he kept his poſt ; upon col 
curring complaint of his avarice or cruelty, he vi 


degraded. 
grade Ti 
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Thus were the preſent commotions appeaſed; 

hut others as great {till ſubſiſted, from the rage and 
bſtinacy of the fifth and twenty-firſt Legions, 

hey were in winter- quarters ſixty miles off, in a 
lace called the O Camp, and had firſt began the 
dition: nor was there any wickedneſs ſo horrid 
hat they had not perpetrated ; nay, at this time, 
either terrified by the puniſhment, nor reclaimed 
dy the reformation of their fellow ſoldiers, they per- 
vered in their fury, Germanicus therefore de- 
ermined to give them battle, if they perſiſted in their 
evolt, and prepared veſſels, arms, and troops, to be 
nt down the Rhine. | 
Before the iſſue of the ſedition in Illyricum was 


as by a TIrnWnown at Rome, tidings of the uproar in the Ger- 
y proclaimeſhan Legions arrived. Hence the city was filled 
executed eveith much terror, and hence againit Tiberius 
he execution Whany complaints, “that while with feigned con- 


uilt to be en 


ſultations and delays he mocked the Senate and 
em, ſince of 


People, once the great bodies of the eſtate, but 


proach of . now bereft of power and armies, the ſoldiery 
of his. TI were in open rebellion, one too mighty and ſtub- 
ff vengeance born to be quelled by two Princes fo young in 
a, in appeaſſi years and authority. He ought at firſt to have 
the invadini# cone himſelf, and awed them with the majeſty of 
from a cam imperial power; as doubtleſs they would have 


the reme returned to duty, upon the fight of their Em- 


of their crini peror, a Prince of conſummate experience, the 
n the conduit} ſovereign diſpoſer of rewards and ſeverity. Did 
ore him tia Auguſtus, even under the preſſures of old age 
ccount of and infirmities, take fo many journies into Ger- 
length of i __ and ſhould Tiberius, in the vigour of 
tary preſenſ his life, when the ſame, or greater occaiions 
any. If Oy called him thither, fit lazily in the Senate, to 
,ony of his watch Senators, and cavil at words? He had 


t; upon co 
uelty, he vil 
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fully provided for the domeſtic ſervitude of Rome; 
he ought next to cure the licentiouſneſs of the 
| e ſoldiers, 
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& ſoldiers, to reſtrain their turbulent ſpirits, and re 
6“ concile them to a life of peace.“ 

But all theſe reaſonings and reproaches move 
not Tiberius. He was 2 not to depa 
from the Capital, the centre of power and affair, 
nor expoſe to} chance or peril his perſon and em- 
pire. In truth, many and contrary difficultic 
preſſed and perplexed him: *© the German arm 
« was the ſtronger ; that of Pannonia nearer ; thy 
©< power of both the Gauls ſupported the former 
«© the latter was at the gates of Italy. Now, t 
c which ſhould he repair firſt ? and would not th 
c“ laſt viſited be enraged, by being poſtponed ? Bu 
% by ſending one of his ſons to each, the equal 
cc treatment of both was maintained; as alſo thi 
% majeſty of the ſupreme power, which from di 
c ſtance ever derived moft reverence. Beſide 
e the young Princes would be excuſed, if to their 
c father they referred ſuch demands as were im. 
4 proper for them to grant; and if they diſobeyei 
« Germanicus and Druſus, his own authority re 
© mained to appeaſe or puniſh them. But if one 
c they had contemned their Emperor himſelf, wha 
ce other reſource was behind?“ However, as if h 
had been upon the point of marching, he choſe hi 
attendants, provided his equipage, and prepared: 
fleet: but by various delays and pretences, ſome 
times that of the winter, ſometimes buſineſs, h 
deceived for atime even the wiſeſt men, much longe 
the nel people, and the provinces for a gre 
while. | 

Germanicus had already drawn together his army, 
and was prepared to take vengeance on the ſeditious: 
but judging it proper to allow ſpace for trial whethe 
they would follow the late example, and, conſult 
ing their own ſafety, do juſtice upon one another; 
he ſent letters to Cæcina, that he himſelf ap 
„ proached, with a powerful force; and, if — 

* 
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rits, and : prevented him not, by executing the guilty, he 
would put all indifferently to the flaughter.” 


ches movellMEheſe letters Cæcina privately read to the principal 


t to depatfW@ficers, and ſuch of the camp as the ſedition had 
and affain pt tainted ; beſought them, to redeem them- 
Mn and en ſelves from death, and all from infamy ; urged 
difficultia that in peace alone reaſon was heard, and merit 
rman arm diſtinguiſhed ; but in the rage of war, the blind 
nearer ; th ſteel ſpared the innocent no more than the guilty.” 


the former i he Officers having tried thoſe whom they believed 


, Now, ur their | purpoſe, and found the majority ftill to 
ould not thefWrſcvere in their duty, ſettled, in concurrence with 
poned ? BulMec General, the time for falling with the ſword 
h, the equiiMon the moſt notoriouſly guilty and turbulent. 

as alſo th pon a particular ſignal given, they ruſhed into 
ich from dieir tents, and butchered them; void as they were 
> Beſide {Mall apprehenſion; nor did any but the Centuri- 
|, if to theihs and executioners know whence the maſſacre 
s were im ean, or where it would end. 


ey diſobeyeſi This had a different face from all the civil 
authority re Hughters that ever happened: it was a flaughter 

But if oncWſt of enemies upon enemies, nor from different 
nimſelf, wu oppoſite camps, nor in a day of battle; but of 
ever, as if heWnrades upon comrades, in the ſame tents where 
he choſe hy cat together by day, where they ſlept together 
d prepared i night. From this ſtate of intimacy, they fly 
ences, ſome o mortal enmity ; friends launched their darts at 
buſineſs, HMnds: wounds, outcries, and blood were open 
much longe View; but the cauſe remained hid: wild chance 


erned the reſt, and ſeveral innocents were lain. 


s for a greif 
the criminals, when they found againſt whom 


her his army this fury was bent, had alſo betaken themſelves 
the ſeditiou their arms. Neither did Cæcina, nor any of 
trial whetbeſ f Tribunes, intervene to ſtay the rage: ſo that 
and, conſul ſoldiers had full permiſſion of vengeance, with 
one another centiouſneſs and ſatiety of killing. Germanicus 
> himſelf a after entered the camp now full of blood and 
and, if the alles, and, lamenting with many tears, that 

3 . this 


6 pte 
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& this was not a remedy, but cruelty and deſo 
ce tion,” commanded the bodies to be burnt. T. 
minds of the reſt, ftill tempeſtuous and blood 
were tranſported with ſudden eagerneſs to attac 
the foe ; as the beſt expiation of their tragical fur 
nor otherwiſe, they thought, could the ghoſts 
their butchered brethren be appeaſed, than by n 
ceiving in their own profane breaſts a chaſtiſeme 
6f honourable wounds. Germanicus fell in wit 
the ardour of the ſoldiers, and laying a bridge upq 
the Rhine, marched over twelve thouſand Legio 
ary ſoldiers, twenty-ſix cohorts of the allies, an 
eight regiments of horſe ; men all untainted in th 
late ſedition. 

The Germans rejoiced, not far off, at this 
cation of war, occaſioned firſt by the death 
Auguſtus, and afterwards by inteſtine tumults 
the camp. But the Romans by a haſty. mar 
paſſed through the Cæſian woods, and levelling t 
barrier formerly begun by Tiberius, pitched tha 
camp upon it. In the front and ar they were «| 
fended by a paliſade, on each ſid by a barricade( 
the trunks of trees felled. Fror thence, beginnin 
to traverſe gloomy foreſts, they ſtopped to conf 
which of two ways they ſhould chuſe, the ſhort a 
frequented, or the longeſt and leaſt known, ai 
therefore unſuſpected by the foe. The longeſt wi 
was choſen ; but in every thing elſe diſpatch w 
obſerved : for, by the ſcouts intelligence was brougi 
that the Germans did, that night, celebrate a felt 
val, with great mirth and revelling. Hence Ci 
cina was commanded to advance with the coho 
without their baggage, and to clear a paſlay 
through the foreſt : at moderate a diſtance follow! 
the Legions : the. clearneſs of the night facilitat 
the march; and they arrived at the villages of th 
Marſians, which they preſently inveſted with guard 
Ihe Germans were even yet under the — 

* | | th; 


* — 
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OP W cir debauch, ſcattered here and there, ſome in 
| and del. ed, ſome lying by their tables ; no watch placed, 
burnt. Ti o apprehenfion of an enemy. So utterly had their 
and blood alſe ſecurity baniſhed all order and care ; and they 


ls to att ere under no dread of war, without enjoying . 
ragical fun cace, other than the deceitful and lethargic peace 
he gbolt pf drunkards. 

than by ll The Legions were eager for revenge; and Ger- 


chaſtiſemel 


fell in wil anicus, to extend their ravage, divided them into 
Ell in Wit 


our battalions. The country was waſted by fire 


1 br id e 19nd ſword fifty miles round; nor ſex nor age found 
and Legio ercy; places ſacred and prophane had the equal 
oh 3 "Ft of deſtruction, all razed to the ground, and 
ainted in th 


ith them the Temple of Tanfana, of all others 
he moſt celebrated amongſt theſe nations. Nor 


, at this id all this execution coſt the ſoldiers a wound, 
the death hile they only flew men half aſleep, diſarmed, or 
e tumults liſperſed. This ſlaughter rouſed the Bructerans, 
haſty mal}. Tubantes, and the Uſipetes; and they beſet 
| levelling Me paſſes of the foreſt, through which the army 
pitched the vas to return; an event known to Germanicus, 


they were Od he marched in order of battle: the auxilia 

a barricadei ohorts and part of the horſe led the van, fol- 
ce, beginn wed cloſe by the firſt Legion; the baggage was 
ed to con: the middle; the twenty-firſt Legion cloſed the 


the ſhort At wing, and the fifth the right; the twentieth 
known, "icfended the rear; and after them marched the reſt 
ie longeſt r the allies. But the enemy ſtirred not, till the 
2 diſpatch ody of the army was entered the wood: they then 


e was brougſgegan lightly to inſult the front and wings; and, at 
lebrate a feht, with their whole force fell upon the rear, 


Hence be light cohorts were already diſardered by the 
h the cohaſgoſe German bands, when Germanicus riding up 
ear a paſlay the twenticth Legion, and exalting his voice; 
tance follow! this was the ſeaſon, he cried, to obliterate the 


ight facilitat 
villages of © 
ed with gui 
the effect 


th 


ſcandal of ſedition : hence they ſhould fall re- 
ſolutely on, and convert into ſudden praiſe their 
late ſhame and offence.” Theſe words inflamed 
Vol. I. * * een . 
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them: at one charge they broke the enemy, droye 
them out of the wood, and ſlaughtered them in the 
plain. In the mean while, the front paſſed the fo- 
reſt, and fortified the camp. The reſt of the 
march was uninterrupted, and the ſoldiers, truſting 
to the merit of their late exploits, and forgetting at 
once paſt faults and terrors, were placed in winter. 

quarters. Press 
* The tydings of theſe exploits affected Tiberiu whil 
with gladneſs and anguiſh. He rejoiced that the her : 
fedition was ſuppreſſed ; but, that Germanicus had, | |*22" 
by diſcharging the Veterans, by ſhortening the tern full x 
of ſervice to the reſt, and by largeſſes to all, gained band 
the hearts of the army, as well as earned high glo- vas 
TA war; proved to the emperor matter of torture ther, 
To the Senate, however, he reported the detail oi by 8 


his feats, and upon his valour beſtowed copiou 


praiſes, but in words too pompous and ornament ena, 


to be thought dictated by his heart. It was wi e 
more brevity that he commended Druſus, and he anger 
addreſs in quelling the ſedition of IIlyricum, buff © 


more cordially withal, and in language altogethe W from 


Bool 
& miſe: 
periſ 
& bani! 
= cealc 
bas 
mily 


ſincere; and even to the Pannonian Legions h reſpit 
extended all the conceſſions made by Germanicu wite, 
to his owun. | = af 
The ſame year died Julia, for her lewdneſs log gan 
ſince baniſhed by her father Auguſtus into the ine 
of Pandateria, and afterwards to the city of Rhe bt © 
gium upon the ſtreights of Sicily. Whilſt Cao 
and Lucius, her ſons by Agrippa, yet lived, ſh 1 
was given in marriage to Tiberius; and deſpiſe as T4 
him, as a man beneath her. Nor any motive ſ To b 
MM 


cogent as this had Tiberius for his retirement toi 
Rhodes. When he came to the empire, ſhe wa 
already under the preſſures of infamy and exile, an 
ſince the death of Agrippa Poſthumus, deſtitute 0 
all hope and fupport... Yet ſuch multiplied diſtreſſs 
ſoftened not the Emperor, who, by a long _ d 
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miſeries, and continued want, cauſed her finally to 
periſn; as he ſuppoſed that in the diſtance of her 
baniſhment her tragical death would remain con- 
cealed. From the ſame root was derived his cruel- 
ty to Sempronius Gracchus, the deſcendant of a fa- 
mily eminently noble, himſelf of a lively wit and 
I prevailing eloquence, but viciouſly applied. He, 
while Julia was yet Agrippa's wife, had debauched 
her: neither with Agrippa ended their vicious 
league; but after ſhe was given to Tiberius, he 
ſtill perſiſted her adulterer, and towards her huſ- 


eriu 
- the 
had, 


= band inſpired her with notable averſion and con- 
elo. tumacy: The letters too by her written to her fa- 
1 1 ther, full of aſperity againſt Tiberius, and labour- 


ing his ruin, were thought to have been compoſed 


nnd by Gracchus. He was therefore baniſhed to Cer- 


1 cina, an iſland in the African ſea, where, for four- 
wic een years, he ſuffered exile. The ſoldiers diſ- 
d patched to the aſfaſſination found him upon a riſing 
„ bub the ſhore, to himſelf preſaging nothing joyful 
»ther bom their arrival. Of them he only deſired a ſhort 


Jreſpite to ſend his laſt will in a letter to Alliaria his 
wife, and then extended his neck to the ſword of 
che aſſaſſins; a conſtancy in death not unworthy the 
Pempronian name: in his life he had degenerated. 
Wome authors have related, that theſe ſoldiers were 


ns It 
anicu 


$ long 


he ile 


Re. not ſent directly from Rome, but by Lucius Aſ- 
Cal brenas, Proconful of Africa, by the policy and 
4. e command of Tiberius, who in vain hoped to have 
eſpiſe gcaſt upon Aſprenas the imputation of the murder. 

ve A. There was likewiſe this year an admiſſion of new 


rites, by the eſtabliſhment of another College of 


gent t D. . 
neſts, one ſacred to the deity of Auguſtus ; as 


4s * 1 0 "ES . 
le, an formerly Titus Tatius, to preſerve the religious 
tute tes of the Sabines, had founded the fraternity of 
iſtreſſe dan Prieſts. To fill the ſociety, one and twen- 
train d the moſt conſiderable Romans were drawn b 


ſot, and to them were added Tiberius, Druſus, 


iletie 
* D 2 Claudius, 


— — ——— ¶ —R-—— ꝑ— — 


of the populace had he any averſion himſelf ; he n 


the multitude in theſe their popular pleaſures, Dil 
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Claudius, and Germanicus. The games in hf 
nour of Auguſtus, began then firſt to be embroil 
by emulation among the players, and by the fiiff 
of parties in their behalf. Auguſtus had count 
nanced theſe players, and their art, in complaiſan 
to Mæcenas, who was mad in love with Bathyld 
the comedian; nor to ſuch favourite amuſemeni| 


ther judged it an acceptable courteſy to mingle wil 


ferent was the temper of Tiberius, different his pf 
litics: to ſeverer manners, however, he durſt »| 
yet reduce the people ſo many years indulged in 
centious gaieties, . 

In the conſulſhip of Druſus Cæſar and Ca 
Norbanus, a triumph was decreed to Germanicui 
while the war ſtill ſubſiſted. He was preparih 
with all diligence to proſecute it the following ſunj 
mer; but began much ſooner by a ſudden irry 
tion early in the ſpring into the territories of ti 
Cattians ; an anticipation of the campaign, wht 
proceeded from the hopes given him of diſſenſq; 
amongſt the enemy, cauſed by the oppoſite parti ; 
of Arminius and Segeſtes ; two men ſignally knee 
to the Romans upon different accounts; the laſt i [Wi 
his firm faith, the firſt for faith violated. Armin ute. 
was the incendiary of Germany; but by Segeliyf follo 
had been given repeated warnings of an intendglſ*< *© 
revolt, particularly during the feſtival immediate 
preceding the inſurrection. He had even adi reſt 
Varus, “ to ſecure him and Arminius, and all i perſe 
6 other chiefs ; for that the multitude, thus bed pita 
66 of their leaders, would dare to attempt nothin 2? 
& and Varus have time to diſtinguiſh crimes 0 th 
c ſuch as committed none.” But by his own lil 5 c 
and the ſudden violence of Arminius, Varus i =D 
Segeſtes, though by the weight and unanimit Wi lte 
his nation, he was forced into the war, yet rei! uptin 
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d at conſtant variance with Arminius: a domeſtic 


uarrel too heightened their hate; as Arminius had 


arricd away the daughter of Segeſtes, already be- 
-othed to another; and the ſame relations which 
mongſt friends prove bonds of tenderneſs, were 


eſn ſtimulations of wrath to an obnoxious ſon, 


nd an offended father. 


Upon theſe encouragements, Germanicus com- 


titted to the command of Cæcina four Legions, 
ve thouſand auxiliaries, and ſome bands of Ger- 
ans, dwellers on this ſide the Rhine, drawn ſud- 
enly together ; he led himſelf as many Legions, 


ith double the number of allies, and erecting a 


e Cattians; having behind him left Lucius Apro- 


jus, to ſecure the ways from the fury of inunda- 
ons. For, as the roads were then dry, and the 
Wvcrs low, events in that climate exceedingly rare, 
2 had without check expedited his march, but 
Wain his return apprehended the violence of rains 


d floods. Upon the Cattians he fell with ſuch 
rprize, that all the weak, through- ſex or ace, 
cre inſtantly taken or ſlaughtered. Their youth, 
ſwimming over the Adrana, eſcaped,. and at- 
mpted to force the Romans from building a bridge 
follow them, but by dint of arrows and engines 
cre repulſed ; then having in vain tried to gain 
rms of peace, ſome ſubmitted to Germanicus ; 
e reſt abandoned their villages and dwellings, and 
perſed themſelves in the woods. Mattium, the 


apital of the nation he burnt, ravaged all the open 
zuntry, and bent his march to the Rhine: nor 


rt the enemy haraſs his rear; an uſual practice 
theirs, when ſometimes they fly more through 
at than affright. The Cheruſcans indeed were 


dicted to affiſt the Cattians, but terrified from at- 


Nipting it by Cæcina, who moved about with his 
7 forces 
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forces from place to place; and, by routing the Ma 
ſians who had dared to engage him, reſtrained i 
their efforts, 4 


9 
Ws 
EL 


Soon after arrived deputies from Segeſtes, prayinl poke 
relief againſt the combination and violence of H 
countrymen, by whom he was held beſieged ; . pec 
more powerful amongſt them than his was the e. Pre 
dit of Arminius, ſince it was he who had adviſe: pre 
the war. This is the genius of Barbarians, u. 001 
judge that men are to be truſted in proportion . by 
they are fierce, and in public commotions ever i. no 
prefer the moſt reſolute, To the other deputies &. are 
geſtes had added Segimundus his ſon; but M. but 
young man faultered a while, as his own heart 2 duc 
cuſed him; for that, the year when Germany . Ge 
volted, he who had been by the Romans create. Fo, 
Prieſt of the Altar of the Ubians, rent the ſacerdoM« ner 
tal Tiara, and fled to the revolters: yet, encou , fro, 
raged by the Roman clemency, he undertook , vio 
execution of his father's orders, was himſelf gu pat 
cioully received, and then conducted with a gu anc 
to the frontiers of Gaul. Germanicus led back H hox 
army to the relief of Segeſtes, and was reward ſelf 
with ſucceſs. He fought the beſiegers, and reſ cui tha 
him with a great train of his relations and followe n laſt 
amongſt them too were ladies of illuſtrious rau ſad 
particularly the wife of Arminius, ſhe who , mi 
the daughter of Segeſtes; a lady more of the \vM* by 
rit of her husband than that of her father; a ſiſ cou 
ſo unſubdued, that from her eyes captivity fon pre 
not-a tear, nor from her lips a breath in the H wit 
of a ſupplicant. Not a motion of her hands, no“ but 
look eſcaped her; but, faſt acroſs her breaſt N dio 
held her arms, and upon her heavy womb her e thu 
were immoveably fixed. There were likewiſe , wil 
ried Roman ſpoils taken at the laughter of VH for 
and his army, and then divided as prey amo“ you 
many of thoſe who were now priſoners. At “ you 


all 
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me time, appeared Segeſtes, of ſuperior ſtature 
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nd from a confidence in his good underſtanding 
vith the Romans, undaunted. In this manner he 


This is not the firſt day, that to the Roman 


3 people I have approved my faith and adherence. 
From the moment I was by the deified Auguſtus 
WW preſented with the freedom of the city, I have 


continued by your intereſt to chuſe my friends, 


44 by your intereſt to denominate my enemies; from 


A 


no hate of mine to my native country (for odious 
are traitors even to the party which they embrace) 
but, becauſe the ſame meaſures were equally con- 
ducing to the benefit of the Romans and of the 
Germans ; and I was for peace rather than war. 
For this reaſon I applied to Varus, the then Ge- 
neral, with an accuſation againſt Arminius, who 
from me had raviſhed my daughter, and with you 
violated the faith of leagues. But growing im- 
patient with the ſlowneſs and .naCtivity of Varus, 
and well apprized how little ſecurity was to be 
hoped from the laws, I prefled him to ſeize my- 
ſelf, and Arminius, and his accomplices ; witneſs 
that fatal night, to me I wiſh it had been the 
laſt! More to be lamented than defended are the 
ſad events which followed. I moreover caſt Ar- 
minius into irons, and was myſelf caſt into irons 
by his faction; and as ſoon as to you, Cæſar, I 
could apply, you ſee I prefer old engagements to 
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with no view of my own to intereſt or reward, 
but to baniſh from me the imputation of perfi- 
diouſneſs. For the German nation too, I would 
thus become a mediator, if peradventure they 
will chuſe rather to repent than be deſtroyed : 
* for my ſon I entreat you, have mercy upon his 
* youth, pardon his error. That my daughter is 
your priſoner by force, I own: in your own 

4 6 breaſt 
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preſent violence; tranquiility to combuſtions; 
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* breaſt it wholly lies, under which character yo 
* will treat her, whether as one who has conceive! 
* by Arminius, or as one by me begotten.” Thy 
anſwer of Germanicus was gracious : he promiſe 
ir.demnity to his children and kindred, and to him. 


{cli a ſafe retreat in one of the old provinces ; then beri 
returned with his army, and, by the direction this 
Tiberius, received the title of Imperator. The wit exp: 
vf Arminius brought forth a male child, and th you 
boy was brought up at Ravenna. His unhappy con- and 
flicts, afterwards with the contumelious inſults of let. 
fortune, will be remembered in their place. thai 

'The deſertion of Segeſtus being divulged, wid age 
his gracious reception from Germanicus, affect By 
his countrymen variouſly, with hope or anguiſh, ere 
they were prone or averſe to the war. Naturalh Hinto t 
* was the ſpirit of Arminius, and now, y terna! 
the captivity of his wife, and by the fate of bo Hxredit 
child doomed to bondage though yet unborn, en- ear . 
raged even to diſtraction: he flew about among their 
the Cheruſcans, calling them to arms; to am Cæcii 
againſt Segeſtes, to arm againſt Germanicus : invec-{WAmili 
tives followed his fury: A bleſſed father this Sc · edo 
« peſtes, he cried ? a mighty General, this Germa-Mithe F. 
« nicus ! invincible warriors theſe Romans! ſo many Mon th 
© troops have made priſoner of a woman. It is not hole 
thus that I conquer: Before me three Legions tell, Nhau 
© and three Lieutenant-Generals. Open and ho- faken 
« nourable is my method of war, nor waged with big: fire tc 
« bellied women, but againſt men and arms; and terti. 
«© treaſon is none of my weapons. Still to be ſeen are Hith 
© the Roman fandurds in the German groves, there aged 
© by me hung up, and devoted to our country Gods. Nagle 
Let Segeſtes live a ſlave in a conquered province; f Va 
let him recover to his Son a foreign Prieſthood: Morde 
With the German nations he can never obliterat: etws 
his reproach}, that through him they have ſeen, Waſte 
* betwcen the Elb and Rhine, rods and axes, avium, 


6 thi 


ook U Book I. OF TACIT US. 57 


r you the Roman Toga. To other Nations, who 
ceived know not the Roman domination, executions and - 

TH tributes are alſo unknown; evils which we too 
miſoſ e have caſt off, in ſpite of that Auguſtus now dead, 


him. and enrolled with the deities, in ſpite too of Ti- 
then berius his choſen ſucceſſor. Let us not, after 
on off this, dread a mutinous army, and a boy without 
e wife experience, their commander: but, if you love 
d the your country, your kindred, your ancient liberty 
con- and laws, better than tyrants and new colomes, 
Its off let Arminius rather lead you to liberty and glory, 

than the wicked Segeſtes to the infamy of bond-- 

with WWE age.” 


fectel By theſe ſtimulations, not the Cheruſcans only 
1h, ere rouzed, but all the neighbouring nations; and! 
uralh into the confederacy was drawn Inguiomerus, pa- 
, by ternal uncle to Arminius, a man long ſince in high 


of hö redit with the Romans. Hence a new ſource of 
1, en. fear to Germanicus, who, to avoid the ſhock of: 
aongtt their whole forces, and to divert the enemy, ſent. 


) arm 
invec- 
is Se— 


Cxcina with forty Roman cohorts to the river“ 
Amiſia, through the territories of the Bructerians, . 
Pedo the prefect led the cavalry by the confines of 


erma-· the Friſians. He himſelf embarked four Legions 
many yon the lake : and upon the bank of the ſaid river the 
is not Whole body met, foot, horſe, and the fleet. The 


1s felhChaucians, upon offering their aſſiſtance, were 


id ho- NMraken into the ſervice ; but the Bructerians, ſetting 
h big · fire to their effects and dwellings, were routed - by 
; and tertinius, by Germanicus diſpatched againſt them 
en are with a band lightly armed. As this party were en- 
there aged between ſlaughter and plunder, he found the 
Gods, 05 of the nineteenth Legion, loſt in the overthrow 
Lnce ; pf Varus. The army marched next to the furtheſt ? 
hood: orders of the Bructerians, and the whole country 
itcrate etween the rivers Amiſia and Luppia, was laid 
ſeen, raſte. Not far hence lay the foreſt of Teutobur- 
5 a mum, and in it the bones of Varus and the Le- 
m | 


its gions, 
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| gions, by report ſtill unburied. Hence German 
| cus became inſpired with a tender paſſion to pay th 
laſt offices to the Legions and their leader: The 
| like tenderneſs alſo affected the whole army. The 
| were moved with compaſhon, ſome for the fate ff 
their friends, others for that of their relations, het: 
tragically flain : "They were ſtruck with the dole- 
ful caſualties of war, and the ſad lot of humanity 
Cæcina was ſent before to examine the gloomy 
recefles of the foreſt, to lay bridges over the pools 
| and, upon the deceitful marſhes, cauſways. The 
[ army entered the doleful ſolitude, hideous to ſight, 
[ hideous to memory. Firſt they ſaw the camp 9 
118 Varus, wide in circumference; and the three d. 
ſtinct ſpaces allotted to the different Eagles, ſhewel 
the number of the Legions. Further they behelt 
the ruinous entrenchment, and the ditch nig 
choaked up; in it the remains of the army wer 
ſuppoſed to have made their laſt effort, and in it tf 
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ö nem) 
| have found their graves. In the open fields lay wit 
ö their bones all bleached and bare, ſome ſeparate , def 
9 ſome on heaps, juſt as they had happened to fa Ar: 
|| © flying for their lives, or reſiſting unto death. Her as p 
[ were ſcattered the limbs of horſes, there pieces dfMWcach« 
j broken javelins ; and the trunks of trees bore tigW1!lod; 
l ſkulls of men. In the adjacent groves were the rm 
'' wage altars; where the Barbarians had made a horMW-thc: 
{ rible immolation of the Tribunes and principaſW-nly 
il Centurions. Thoſe who ſurvived the ſlaughter WWorcit, 
| having eſcaped from captivity and the ſword, rela- orſe, 
|| ed the ſad particulars to the reſt: Here the conWWprierc 
i © manders of the Legions were flain : There ut lil 
| © Joſt the Eagles: Here Varus had his firſt wound g 
| there he gave himſelf another, and periſhed HH reale 
| his own unhappy hand. In that place too ſtodſifhem 
„the tribunal whence Arminius harangued : IWEurſu 
| this quarter, for the execution of his captives, M ern 
| « erected ſo many gibbets; in that ſuch a naw egie 


ok I 
nam. 
ay the 
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of funeral trenches were digged; and with theſe 
circumſtances of pride and deſpight he inſulted 
the enſigns and Eagles.” 


The Thus the Roman army buried the bones of the 
ate nree Legions, fix years after the ſlaughter ; nor 
hen ould any one diſtinguiſh, whether he gathered the 
dole¶ particular remains 1 ſtranger, or thoſe of a kinſ- 
anity nan: But all conſidered the whole as their friends, 
oomfWthe whole as their relations, with heightened re- 
poolsentments againſt the foe, at once ſad and revenge- 

The Wu. In this pious office, ſo acceptable to the dead, 
felt ermanicus was a partner in the woe of the living; 
mp end upon the common tomb laid the firſt ſod: a 


ee d. Nrocceding not liked by Tiberius; whether it were 
newelhat upon every action of Germanicus he put a 
behelperverſe meaning, or believed that the affecting 
nig pectacle of the unburied ſlain, would fink the ſpi- 
went of the army,, and heighten their terror of the 
n it tofWnemy ; as allo that © a 1 veſted, as Augur, 
ds la with the intendency of religious rites, became 
darate , defiled by aſſiſting at the ſolemnities of the dead.“ 
o fall Arminius retiring into deſart and pathleſs places, 
Hen vas puriued by Germanicus ; who, as ſoon ag he 
ces reached him, commanded the horſe to advance, and 
Tre ti iſlodge the enemy from the poſt they had poſſeſſed. 
the JB rminius, having directed his men to keep cloſe to- 
a ho- cthcr, and draw near to the woods, wheeled ſud- 
incipilenly about, and to thoſe whom he had hid in the 
ughtenoreſt, gave the ſignal to ruſh out. The Roman 
rela-. Morſe, now engaged by a new army, became diſ- 
e com rdercd, and to their relief ſome cohorts were ſent, 
re wut likewife broken by the preſs of thoſe that fled ; 
round nd great was the conſternation ſo many ways in- 
ned WF rcalced. The enemy too were already puſhing 
> ſtool em into the moraſs ; a place well known to the 
d: I urſuers, as to the unapprized Romans it had proved 
es, HHernicious, had not Germanicus- drawn, out the 
umb egions in order of battle. Hence the enemy be- 
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Boo 
came terrified, our men reaſſured, and both retired MW uncc 
with equal loſs and advantage. Germanicus pre. MW adi 
ſently after returning with the army to the river fatig 
Amiſia, reconducted the Legions, as he had brought Ml they 
them, in the fleet. Part of the horfe were ordered in th 
to march along the ſea-ſhore to the Rhine. Cx- MW into 
Cina, who led his own men, was warned, that the 
though he was to return through known roads, yet and 
he ſhould with all ſpeed paſs the cauſway, called dout 
The Long Bridges. It is a narrow track, between of h. 
vaſt marſhes, and formerly raiſed by Lucius Domi- arms 
tius. The marſhes themſelves are of an uncertain IM rous 
foil, here full of mud, there of heavy ſticking WM daun 
clay, or traverſed with various currents. Round babl: 
about are woods which rife gently from the plain, WM otae: 
and were already filled with foldiers by Arminius, WW woo: 
who, by ſhorter ways, and a running march, had MW aud 
arrived there before our men, who were loaded Ml there 
with arms and baggage. Cæcina, who was per- [ot 
plexed how at once to repair the cauſway decayed ſſh the 
by time, and to repulſe the foe, reſolved at laſt to twer 
encamp in the place, that whilſt ſome were em- tieth 
ployed in the work, others might maintain the A 
feht. dite. 

The Barbarians ſtrove violently to break our ſta- and 
tion, and to fall upon the entrenchers ; haraſſed our if thre: 
men, aſſaulted the works, changed their attacks, WW wooc 
and puſhed every-where. With the ſhouts of the Ji Jad ſ 

aſſailants the cries of the workmen were confuſedly here 

mixed; and all things equally combined to diſtreſs ¶ conic 

the Romans; the place deep with ouze ſinking un- but. 
der thoſe who ſtood, flippery to ſuch as advanced fed 

their armour heavy, the waters deep, nor in them Quir 

could they launch their javelins, The Cheruſcans, mo 

1 callir 


on the contrary, were inured to encounters in the 
bogs ; their perſons tall, their ſpears long, ſuch as 
could wound at a diſtance. At laſt the Legions, 
already yielding, were by night redeemed from an 
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unequal combat; but night interrupted not the 
activity of the Germans, become by ſucceſs inde- 
fatigable. Without refreſhing themſelves with fleep, 
they diverted all the courſes of the ſprings which riſe 
in the neigkbouring mountains, and turned them 
into the plains; thus the Roman camp was flooded, 
the work, as far as they had carried it, overturned, 


and the labour of the poor ſoldiers renewed and 


doubled. To Cæcina this year proved the fortieth 
of his ſuſtaining as officer or ſoldier the functions of 
arms; a man in all the viciſſitudes of war, proſpe- 
rous or diſaſtrous, well experienced, and thence un- 
daunted. Weighing therefore with himſelf all pro- 
bable events and expedients, he could deviſe no 
other than that of reſtraining the enemy to the 
woods, till he had ſent forward the wounded men 
and baggage; for from the mountains to the marſhes 
there ſtretched a plain, fit only to hold a little army. 
To this purpoſe the Legions were thus appointed ; 
the fifth had the right wing, and the one and 
twentieth the left; the firſt led the van; the twen- 
tieth defended the rear. 

A reſtleſs night it was to both armies, but in 
different ways: the Barbarians feaſted and carouſed 
and with ſongs of triumph, or with horrid and 
threatning cries, filled all the plain and echoing. 
woods. Amongſt the Romans were feeble fires, 
lad ſence, or broken words; they leaned drooping 
here and there againſt the pales, or wandered diſ- 
conſolately about the tents, like men without ſleep, 
but not quite awake. A frightful dream too terri- 
hed the General ; he thought he heard and ſaw 
QuinQilius Varus, riſing out of the marſh, all be- 
ſmeared with blood, ſtretching forth his hand, and 
calling upon him; but that” he rejected the call, 
and puſhed him away. At break of day, the Le- 
Lions, poſted on the wings, through contumacy or 
affright, deſerted their ſtations, and took ſudden 

poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of a held beyond the bogs ; neither di 
Arminius fall ſtraight upon them, however open 
they lay to his aſſault: but, when he perceived the 
baggage ſet faſt in mire and ditches ; the ſoldier 
about it diſorderly and embaraſled ; the ranks and 
enſigns in confuſion ; and, as uſual in a time of 


Book 
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entrar 
diſtreſs, every one in haſte to ſave himſelf, but floy ws pc 
to obey his officer; he then commanded his Ger- bor Ali 
mans to break in : ** Behold, he vehemently cried, Naread 
& behold again Varus and his Legions, ſubducdb rity, | 
ce the ſame fate]! Thus he cried, and at the ſame Nuimſe 


their 

ſtrain 
ribt 
that 1 


time, with a ſelect body, broke quite through our 
forces ; and chiefly againſt the horſe directed hi 
havock : ſo that the ground becoming ſlippery, by 
their blood and the ſlime of the marſh, their feet 
. flew from them, and they caſt their riders; then 
galloping and ſtumbling amongſt the ranks, they 
overthrew all they met, and trod to death all they 
overthrew. The greateſt difficulty was, to main- 
tain the Eagles; a ſtorm of darts made it impol- 
ſible to advance them, and the rotten ground im- 
poſſible to fix them. Cæcina, while he ſuſtained 
the fight, had his horſe ſhot, and having fallen, 
was nigh taken; but the firſt Legion ſaved him. 
Our relief came from the greedineſs of the enemy 
who ceaſed ſlaying, to ſeize the ſpoil. Hence the 
Legions had reſpite to ſtruggle into the fair field, 
and firm ground: nor was here an end to their mi- 
ſeries; a paliſade was to be raiſed, an entrench- 
ment digged; their inſtruments too, for thrown 
up and carrying earth, and their tools for cutting 
turf, were almoſt all loſt ; no tents for the ſoldiers; 
no remedies for the wounded ; and their food al 
defiled with mire or blood: as they ſhared it in fad: 
neſs amongſt them, they lamented that mournful 


night, they lamented the approaching day, to mig] 
many thouſand men the laſt, R A 


„ WOW 


It happened that a horſe, which had broke his 
ollar, as he ſtrayed about, became frightened with 
noiſe, and ran over ſome that were in his way : this 
dies raiſed ſuch a conſternation in the camp, from a per- 
s and uaſion that the Germans in- a body had forced an 
me of entrance, that all ruſhed to the gates, eſpecially to 


ok 1, 
er did 
open! 


d the 


t flow the poſtern, as the furtheſt from the foe, and ſafer 
Ger. for flight. Cæcina, having ſound the vanity of their 
cried, ¶aread, but unable to ſtop them, either by his autho- 
cd by rity, or by his prayers, or indeed by force, flung 
fame himſelf, at laſt, croſs the gate. This prevailed ; 
h our {heir awe and tenderneſs of their General, re- 


ed his 
yz by 


r feet 


ſtrained them ſrom running over his body; and the 
ribunes and Centurions fatished them the while 
that it was a falſe alarm. 


then ; Then, calling them together, and deſiring them | 
„they to hear him with filence, he minded them of their 

| they lifhculties, and how to conquer them: © that for 

main- 


« their lives they muſt be indebted to their arms, 


mpol- but force was to be tempercd with art; they muſt 
d um- therefore keep cloſe within their camp, till the 
tained . enemy, in hopes of taking it by ſtorm advanc- 
fallen, ed; then make a ſudden fally on every fide; 
him. and by this puſh they ſhould break through the 
nem, B's enemy, and reach the Rhine; but, if they fled, 
* 5 more foreſts remained to be traverſed, deeper 
r field, cc 

[4 


marſhes to be paſſed, and the cruelty of a pur- 


ir mi ſuing foe to be ſuſtained.” He laid before them 


rench · ¶ the motives and fruits of victory, public rewards 
"OWN; Band glory, with every tender domeſtic conſideration, 
cutting as well as thoſe of military exploits and praiſe. Of 
Idiers ; their dangers and ſufferings he ſaid nothing. He 


od al next diſtributed horſes, firſt his own, then thoſe of 


in ſal. the Tribunes and leaders of the Legions, to the 

»urnfuMbraveſt ſoldiers impartially ; that thus mounted they 

, to b might begin the charge, followed by the foot. 

Amongſt the Germans, there was not leſs agi- 

ation, from hopes of victory, greedineſs of ſpoil, 
| | an 
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and the oppoſite counſels of their leaders. Arm 
nius propoſed, * to let the Romans march off, auf 
« to beſet them in their march, when engaged i 
e bogs and faſtneſles.” The advice of Inguiomeruf 
was fiercer, and thence more applauded by the Bar. 
barians: he declared “ for forcing the camp; for 


ce that the victory would be quick, there would be ridge 
„ more captives, and intire plunder.” As ſoo Vith 
therefore as it was light, they ruſhed out upon the Heep 
camp, caſt hurdles into the ditch, attacked and thi: 
grappled the paliſade: Upon it, few ſoldiers ap- be 
peared, and theſe ſeemed frozen with fear: but MI on! 
the enemy in ſwarms were climbing the rampart, WE the 
the ſignal was given to the cohorts ; the cornets an wo 
trumpets . and inſtantly, with ſhouts an Ea 
impetuoſity, they iſſued out, and begirt the af[zil. , if! 
ants ; „Here are no thickets, they ſcornfully criedi bit 
& no bogs; but an equal field, and impartial Gods. the 
The enemy, who imagined few Romans remain-WM wit 
ing, fewer arms, and an eaſy conqueſt, were {truck Le 
with the ſounding trumpets, with the glittering ar-WFf the 
mour ; and every object of terror appeared doube , Ge 
to them who expected none. They fell like men vt 
who, as they are void of moderation in proſperity, MF 2b! 
are alſo deſtitute of conduct in diſtreſs. Arminius ame. 
forſook the fight unhurt ; Inguiomerus grievouſ) Ye 
wounded : their men were flaughtered as long àurpo 
day and rage laſted. In the evening the Legion e h. 
returned, in the ſame want of proviſions, and with reaſe 
more wounds: but in victory they found all things, Ge 
health, vigour, and abundance. 14% hich 
In the mean time, a report had flown, that the ent. 
Roman forces were routed, and an army of German nd fc 
upon full march, to invade Gaul: ſo that under the hem 
terror of this news there were thoſe, whoſe coward BF" dr 
ice would have emboldened them to have demo · e © 
liſhed the bridge upon the Rhine, had not Agrip- *; 


pina reſtrained them from that infamous m_ 
l 
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Arm. n truth, ſuch was the undaunted ſpirit of the wo- 
ff, aan, that at this time ſhe performed all the duties 
ged Hf a General, relieved the neceſſitous ſoldiers, upon 
nec wounded beſtowed medicines, and upon others 
le Bar. loaths. Caius Plinius, the writer of the German 
p; fo Vars, relates, that ſhe ſtood at the end of the 
uld be ridge, as the Legions returned, and accoſted them 
s fonMhith thanks and praiſes ; a behaviour which ſunk 
on the eep into the ſpirit of Tiberius; “ for that all 
>d and this officiouſneſs of hers, he thought, could not 
rs ap- be upright ; nor that it was againſt foreigners 
but A only ſhe engaged the army: to the direction of 
apart, I the Generals nothing was now left, when a 
ets and woman reviewed the companies, attended the 
tz ant Eagles, and to the men diſtributed largeſſes, as 
aflail. if before ſhe had ſhewn but ſmall tokens of am- 
cried} bitious deſigns, in carrying her child (the ſon of 
3ods,” MF the General) in a ſoldier's coat about the camp, 
main. with the title of Cæſar Caligula. Already in 
truck greater credit with the army was Agrippina than 
ng ar. the leaders of the Legions, in greater than their 
double Generals, and a woman had ſuppreſſed ſedition, 
e men which the authority of the Emperor was not 
perity, I able to reſtrain.“ Theſe jealouſies were in- 
mini Hamed, and more were added by Sejanus; one who 
»vouly as well ſkilled in the temper of Tiberius, and 
ong a urpoſely furniſhed him with ſources of hatred, to 
egiom e hid in his heart, and be diſcharged with in- 
d with Preaſe hereafter. | 
thing Germanicus, in order to lighten the ſhips in 
hich he had embarked his men, and fit their bur- 
at the en to the ebbs and ſhallows, delivered the ſecond 
ermam nd fourteenth Legions to Publius Vitellius, to lead 
der the em by land. Vitellius, at firſt, had an eaſy march 
ward · n dry ground, or ground moderately overflowed by 
demo- Ne tide ; when ſuddenly the fury of the north wind 
Aprip- elling the ocean (a conſtant effect of the equinox) 
com he Legions were ſurrounded and toſſed with the 
u | tile, 


eminence, drew the Legions thither, where thq; 


day, and they marched to the river Vidrus, whith 


before to receive Segimerus, the brother of Segeſt 


corps of Varus. For the reſt, Spain, Italy, ® 
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tide, and the land was all on flood; the ſea, ti 

ſhore, the fields, had the ſame tempeſtuous fac 
no diſtinction of depths from ſhallows ; none oi 
firm from deceitſul footing ; they were overturn 
by the billows ; ſwallowed down by the eddies ; a 
horſes, baggage, and drowned men encounter 
each other, and floated together, The ſeveral con 
panies were mixed at random by the waves ; the 

waded now breaſt-high ; now up to their chin; a 
as the ground failed them, they fell, ſome nei 
more to riſe. The cries and mutual encourazi 
ments availed them nothing againſt the prevailin 
and inexorable waves ; no . a between th 
coward and the brave, the wiſe and the fooliſh 
none between circumſpection and chance; but al 
were equally involved in the invincible violence 


the flood. Vitellius, at length, ſtruggling into 


paſſed the cold night without fire, and deſtitute 5 
every convenience; moſt of them naked, or lame 
not leſs miſerable than men incloſed by an eneny 
for even to ſuch remained the conſolation of an hi 
nourable death; but here was deſtruction, eve 
way void of glory. The land returned with ti 


Germanicus had gone with the fleet. There ti 
two Legions were again embarked, when fame hf 
given them for drowned ; nor was their eſcape belie 
ed, till Germanicus and the army wereſeen to ret 

Stertinius, who in the mean while had been ſ 


(a Prince willing to ſurrender himſelf ) brought li 
and his ſon to the city of the Ubians : both wv 
pardoned ; the father freely, the ſon with more 
ficulty ; becauſe he was ſaid to have inſulted i 


both the Gauls ſtrove with emulation to ſupply 8 


loſſes of the army; and offered arms, horſes, on 
accoruk 
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from his mother. 


Bychinia, was charged with high treaſon by b 
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anſwered, © that the laws muſt be executed.” WM... e 
alfo was exaſperated by ſatirical verſes written Mie ple 
unknown authors, and diſperſed ; expoſing his cl egan 
elty, his pride, and his mind unnaturally alienat-*he 

It will be worth while to relate here the pretend = | 
ed crimes charged upon Falanius and Rubrius, tw Ity of 
Roman knights of ſmall fortunes ; that hence ma -ntly, 
be ſeen from what beginnings, and by how mud; 2ing 
dark art of Tiberius, this grievous miſchief cre; © 
in; how it was again reſtrained a; how at laſt j 


ook! 


4 be 
blazed out and conſumed all things *. To Fah me 
nius was objected by his accuſers, that amoneii, the 
© the adorers of Auguſtus, who went in fraternitlil 


Wound 
from houſe to houſe, he had admitted one Calſliu Ji” 


© a mimic and proſtitute ; and having ſold his gaWW;rabl: 
dens, had like wiſe with them ſold the ſtatue 08 « 
Auguſtus. The crime imputed to Rubrius waliM&4oec 
© that he had ſworn falſly by the divinity of Mecau 
* 


guſtus.“ When theſe accuſations were known t 


deen 
Tiberius, he wrote to the Conſuls, © that Heaven 


ſtat 


to the falſe ſwearing by his name, it was to bt 
deemed the fame as if Rubrius had profaned th: 
name of Jupiter; but to the Gods belonged de 
avenging of injuries done to the Gods,” 

Not long after, Granius Marcellus, Pretor d 
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Vas not therefore decreed to his father, that te that 
worſhip of him might be a ſnare to the citizen off 
© of Rome; that Caſſius the player was wont uit ſe 
« aſſiſt with others of his profeſſion at the interlus , tt 
* conſecrated by his mother to the memory of Au him 
guſtus: neither did it affect religion, that his ef- and 
« gies, like other images of the Gods, was com- for 
prehended in the fale of houſes and gardens. MHemai 
— 
o 
. 
« 


Under that excellent Prince Titus. | 
> Under that terrib'e tyrant Domitian. 
| I 


ook! i 
9 N | 
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wn Quzſtor Cepio Criſpinus ; Romanus Hiſpo, 
he pleader, ſupporting the charge. This Cepio 
iscuegan a courſe of life, which, through the miſeries 
enate r the times and the bold wickedneſs of men, be- 
ame afterwards famous. At firſt, needy and ob- 
eten ure, but of buſy ſpirit, he made court to the cru- 
s, twoWity of the prince by occult informations; and pre- 
e mai -ntly, as an open accuſer, grew terrible to eve 
mud iſtinguiſhed Roman. This procured him credit 
* creſ tn one, hatred from all, and made a precedent, 
lat p be followed by others, who from poverty be- 
Fah me rich; from being contemned, dreadful ; and 


mon: the deſtruction which mo brought upon others, 
ernite und at laſt their own. He accuſed Marcellus of 


Cali 


malignant words concerning Tiberius ;” an ine- 
18 gal. 


itable crime ! when the accuſer, collecting all the 
atue 08ſt deteſtable parts of the Prince's Enns Ty al- 

is Wi: doed them as the expreſſions of the accuſed : for, 
of AvWecauſe they were true, they were believed to have 
own een ſpoken. To this Hiſpo added, that the 
Heavy ſtatue of Marcellus was by him placed higher 
hat ti: than thoſe of the Cæſars; and that, having cut 
1t1zens i off the head of Auguſtus, he had in the room of 
ont u it ſet the head of Tiberius.” This enraged him 
er1ui5 WS, that breaking filence, he cried, he would 
of A himſelf, in this cauſe, give his vote explicitly, 
his ef and under the tye of an oath.” By this he meant 
s com- force the aflent of the reſt of the Senate. There 
ns. Amained even then ſome faint traces of expiring 
to de berty. Hence Cneius Piſo aſked him; In what 
1ed th place, Cæſar, will you chuſe to give your opi- 
zed de nion? If firſt, I ſhall have your example to fol- 
low: if laſt, I fear I may ignorantly diſſent from 
you” The words pierced him, but he bore 
em, the rather as he was aſhamed of his unwa- 
W tranſport ; and he ſuffered the accuſed to be ac- 
Wuitted of high treaſon. To try him for the public 
oney, was referred to the proper judges, 


etor d 
by his 


Nor 
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and by his preſence there, many ordinances wer 


About this time Pius Aurelius the Senator, whal 


Nor ſufficed it Tiberius to aſſiſt in the deliben are o 
tions of the Senate only: he likewiſe fate in Min 
ſeats of juſtice; but always on one ſide, becauf em 
he would not diſpoſſeſs the Prætor of his chat 


eſtabliſhed againſt the intrigues and ſolicitation 2" 
the grandees. But while private juſtice was th 
promoted, public liberty was likewiſe overthro 


houſe, yielding to the preſſure of the public ro 
and aqueducts, had fallen, complained to the Senat 
and prayed relief; a ſuit oppoſed by the Prætu 
who managed the treaſury : but he was relieved! 
Tiberius, who ordered him the price of his houk 
for he was fond of being liberal upon honeſt oc 
fions ; a virtue which beg retained, even after 
had utterly abandoned all other virtues. Upon Pn 
pertius Celer, once Prætor, but now deſiring lea 
to reſign the dignity of Senator, as a burden to! 
poverty, he bellowed a thouſand great ſeſterces 
upon ample information that Celer's neceſſities we 
derived from his father. Others, who attempted th 
fame thing, he ordered to lay their condition beta 
the Senate; and from an affectation of ſeverin 
was thus auſtere, even where he acted with uprigit 
neſs. Hence the reſt preferred poverty and {lend 
to begging and relief. = 
The fame year the Tiber, being ſwelled wi 
continual rains, overflowed the level parts of ti 
city; and the common deſtruction of men and houk 
followed the returning flood. Hence Aſinius G. 
lus moved, that the Sibylline Books might | 
* conſulted.” Tiberius oppoſed it, equally fi 
thering all inquiries whatſoever, whether into mi 
ters human or divine. To Ateius Capito, ho 
ever, and Lucius Arruntius, was committed il 


* About five and twenty thouſand Crowns. 
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are of reſtraining the river within its banks. The 
rovinces of Achaia and Macedon, praying relief 
om their public burdens, were for the preſent diſ- 
harged of their proconſular government, and ſub- 
ted to the Emperor's Lieutenants. In the enter- 
ainment of gladiators at Rome, Druſus preſided :. 
was exhibited in the name of Germanicus, and 
is own; and at it he manifeſted too much luſt of 
lood, even of the blood of ſlaves: a quality ter- 
ible to the populace ; and hence his father was ſaid 
o have reproved him. His own abſence from theſe 
ews, was variouſly conſtrued ; by ſome aſcribed 
o his impatience of a crowd ; by others to his re- 
erved and ſolitary gentus, and his fear of an un- 
qual compariſon with Auguſtus, who was wont to be 
chearful ſpectator there. But, that he thus pur- 
oſely furniſhed matter for expoſing the cruelty of his 
on there, and for raiſing him popular hate, is what 
would not believe; though this too was aſſerted. 


| The diſſenſions of the theatre, begun laſt year, 


broke out now more violently, with the ſlaughter 
ff ſeveral, not of the people only, but of the ſol- 
liers, with that of a Centurion: nay, a Tribune 


pf a Prætorian Cohort was wounded, . whilſt they 


were ſecuring the magiſtrates from inſults, and 
uelling the licentiouſneſs of the rabble. This riot 
as canvaſſed in the Senate, and votes were paſling 
or impowering the Prætors to whip the players, 
aterius Agrippa, Tribune of the People, oppoſed 
t; and was ſharply reprimanded by a ſpeech of 
\nus Gallus. Tiberius was ſilent, and to the 
denate allowed theſe empty apparitions of liberty. 
he oppoſition, however, prevailed, in reverence 


o the authority of Auguſtus, who, upon a certain 


ccaſion, had given his judgment, that players 
were exempt from ſtripes: nor would Tiberius 

ume to violate any words of his. To limit the 
ages of players, and to reſtrain the e 

| 0 
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edict declared, that upon this tax depended the 
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of their partizans, many decrees were made : th 
moſt remarkable were, that no Senator ſhould ents 
© the houſe of a Pantomime; no Roman Knigk 
© attend them abroad; they ſhould ſhew no whe 
© but in the theatre; and the Prætors ſhould hay 
power to puniſh with exile any inſolence in th 
« ſpectators.” 

'The Spaniards were, upon their petition, per. 
mitted to build a temple to Auguſtus, in the coloy 
of Terragon ; an example for all the provinces t 
follow. In anſwer to the People, who prayed h 
be relieved from the Centeſima, a tax of one in th 
hundred, eſtabliſhed at the end of the civil wan, 
upon all vendible commodities ; Tiberius by a 


© fund for maintaining the army : Nor even thu 
© was the Commonwealth equal to the expence, i 
© the Veterans were diſmiſſed before their twentiet 
c year.” So that the conceſſions made them during 
the late ſedition, to diſcharge them finally at tht 
end of ſixteen years, as they were made throu 
neceflity, were for the future aboliſhed, 

It was next propoſed to the Senate, by Arruntiu 
and Ateius, whether, in order to reſtrain the over 
flowing of the Tiber, the channels of the fever 
rivers and lakes by which it was ſwelled, muſt nd 
be diverted ? Upon this queſtion the deputies of ſe 
veral cities and colonies were heard. The Flo 
rentines beſought, that the bed of the Clanis migit 
© not be turned into their river Arnus ; for that tit 
© ſame would prove their utter ruin.” The lik 
plea was urged by the Interamnates ; ſince tit 
© moſt fruitful plains in Italy would be loſt, if, a 
© cording to the project, the Nar, branched ol 
into rivulets, overflowed them.” Nor were tit 
Reatinians leſs earneſt againſt ſtopping the outleb 
of the lake Velinus into the Nar ; © otherwiſe, the 
* ſaid, it would break over its banks, and ag 


they were covered with the greater guiſe of liber, 


bondage. 
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it, not only amongſt hiſtorians, but even in his om 
ſpeeches. Sometimes, not naming the candidates 
he deſcribed them by their family, by their lite ani 
manners, and by the number of their campaigns; 
ſo as it might be apparent whom he meant. Again, 
avoiding even to deſcribe them, he exhorted th 
candidates, not to diſturb the election by their in. 
trigues, and promiſed himſelf to take care of thei 
intereſts. But chiefly, he uſed to declare, that i 
him none had ſignified their pretenſions, but ſuch 
© whoſe. names he had delivered to the Conſuls; 
© others too were at liberty to offer the like preten- 
6 ſions, if they truſted to the favour of the Senate, 
© or their own merits.” Specious words! but in. 
tirely empty, or full of fraud; and, by how mu 


by ſo much threatning a more haſty and devouring 
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The SUMMARY. 


ommotions in the Eaſt. Venones King of the Par- 
| thians, his expulſion by Artabanus, and flight to 
| Armenia, where he is choſen King, but dethroned by 
Silanus at the motion of Artabanus. Tiberius de- 
| ſigns to ſend Germanicus to the Eaſt, under feigned 
pretences. The exploits of the latter in Germany z 
he builds a fleet, defeats and ravages many nations 
there; and routs Arminius in à great battle. The 
8 misfortune of his fleet in a tempeſt, The remarkable 
_ accuſation, trial, and violent death of Libo Druſus, 
| charged with deſigns ayain/t the ſlate. The poverty 
of M. Hortalus, grandſon of the famous orator 
ortenſius; he applies for relief to the Senate; Ti- 
berius oppoſes him, but complies with the inclination 
| oe Fathers ts aſſiſt him. A counterfeit Agrippa 
oſtumus raiſes great alarms, but is detected to 
TH Pave been one of Bis * and put iv drath. The 


2 triunibh 


2 — * 
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many. e flory and death of King Archelau: 


was Venones, who had been given as an bolt 


triumph of Germanicus over ſeveral nations in Gy. 


His Kingdom reduced into a Roman province. Th 
contumacious behaviour of Cneius Piſo and his wi 
Plancina to Germanicus in the Eaſt, ſuppoſed tr 
encouraged by Tiberius and his mother. Dru 
the Emperor's fon, ſent into Ihricum, and wh 
A great battle between Arminius and Maroboduy, 


two German Chiefs : The former conquers. Twely 7 
noble cities in Aſia deſlroyed by an earthquake, Tu Kir 
farinas, fit a common ſoldier, then a robber, rau 
a war in Africa. The ſucceſs of Camillus, ſon, 
Proconſu!, againſt him. Germanicus enters fr ber! 
« menia, and eſtabliſhes Zeno King there. Druſu em| 
encourages diſſenſions amongſt the German natin Pr 3 
Maroboduus, exterminated by Catualda, flies in aP 
Italy. and continues there. Catualda ſuffer: M 
like fate. War betueen 110 * of Thrace un - 
poſed by ſeizing the aggreſſor. Germanicus vii : ay 
Egypt, and views the antiquities there; return . - 
Aſia, is inſulted by Piſo, fickens and dies: tiny © 
amiable cha after : Suſpicions about the cauſe of il, © 
death. Piſo tries to gain the ſupreme command; . tt 
. ſucceſsfully oppoſed by the friends of Germanic. 5 
and retires. Numerous honours decreed at Rome. © 
Germanicus. Laws to reſtrain the lubrici . 1 
wemen, A new Veſtal Virgin choſen in the pla« . f 
Occia deceaſed. Arminius fraudulently ſlain . 3 
. Germany. His eminent character. . 
] ) URING the conſulſhip of Siſenna Sta {eld 
lius Taurus, and Lucius Libo, the Kiy — 
doms and Roman provinces of the ei his 

were involved in war, begun by the Parthin : 
who having ſought and accepted a King fi 115 
Rome, did afterwards, though he was of the n unk 
of the Arſacides, contemn him as a foreigner, Th At 
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to Auguſtus by Phrahates. For Phrahates, though 
he had defeated the Roman captains and armies, 
yet had courted Auguſtus with all the reverence of 
a dependent, and ſent him, to bind their friendſhip, 


ruſs part of his offspring; not fo much through fear of 
nd uh be Romans, as diſtruſting the ill faith of the Par- 
poduu thians. f i 
Tun After the death of Phrahates, and the ſucceeding 
+. Ta Kings, ambaſſadors from the chief men of Parthia 


Jarrived at Rome, to call home Venones his eldeft 
ſon, in order to end their inteſtine ſlaughters. Ti- 
berius found his own grandeur and glory in this 
embaſſy, and diſmiſſed him with great pomp and 
preſents. The Barbarians too received him with 
rapture and exultation; a ſpirit which commonly 
animates the people, where their governors are yet 
new and untried. But ſhame ſoon ſucceeded; 
ſhame for the degeneracy of the Parthians, to 
have thus ſent to another world for a King, one 
debauched with the manners and maxims of their 
uſe of enemies. The imperial throne of the Arſacides, 
mand: they ſaid, was now deemed and given as a Roman 
manu province, Where was the glory of thoſe brave 
Rem Parthians who flew Craſſus, of thoſe who extirs 
* minated Mark Anthony; if they were reduced ſo 
low as to receive for the Lord of Parthia a ſlave 
* of Cæſar's, inured ſo many years to foreign bon- 
dage? His own behaviour inflamed their diſdain : 
he abandoned the cuſtoms of his anceſtors ; was 
_ ſeldom in the chace ; took ſmall delight in horſes, 
he Kin ravelled luxuriouſly through their towns in a litter, 
aun deſpiſed the Parthians feaſts. They ridiculed 
Parthia his Greek attendants, and the mean care of ſealing 
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ing fu up his domeſtic moveables with his ſignet. But 
S „nis eaſineſs of acceſs, his flowing courteſy (virtues 

f the | 

Ay, unknown to the Parthians) were to them ſo many 

n bot vices; and every part of his manners, the 


E 3 laudable 


throne, and a people wavering between the neigh 
bouring powers of Parthia and of Rome : from y 


Mark Anthony, who having by Mews and profe 


vaſdes, King of the Armenians, loaded him mit 


78 THE ANNALS Bockl 
Hudahle and the bad, were ſubject to equal hatre 


becauſe foreign from their own. | 
They therefore ſent for Artabanus, of the blog 


of the Arſacides, bred amongſt the Dahans. it * 
the firſt engagement he was routed, but repaired H C 
forces and gained the Kingdom, The Vanquiſhe ited 
Venones found a retreat in Armenia, a vac 8 

ro 


they were alienated by the fraud and iniquity 9 


ſions of friendſhip, enſnared into his power Art 


chains, and at laſt put him to death, Artaxiz tht 
his fon, for his father's ſake, hating us, defend: ** 
himſelf and his Kingdom by the protection ani 2 


forces of the Ack, Artaxias being flain by 
conſpiracy of his kindred, Tigranes was by Au 
2 ſet over the Armenians, ane by Tiberu 

ero put in poſſeſſion of the Ki 1 But ne 
ther was the reign of Tigranes laſting, nor thatq 


his children, however aſſociated together, a0 . 
ing to the mode and politics of the Eaſt, a. Al 
double ties of marriage and government. Art 5 
vaſdes was next eſtabliſned, by the appointment « 
Auguſtus, and then expelled ; * at great expend p ; 
of Roman hlood. Sn 
| Caius Cæſar was then choſen to ſettle Armen = 
By him Ariobarzanes, by deſcent a Mede, . oi 
= his graceful perſon and eminent pos —— 4:6 
aced over the Armenians, with their own conſe 
Ariobarzanes being killed by an accident, the 05 
would not bear the rule of his children, but tig * 
the goyernment of a woman, (her name Erato) u pe 
quickly expulſed her. After this, unſettled ani ſaf 
wavering, rather exempt from tyranny, than po 5 


ſeſſed of Uberry, they received the fugitive New Y 
1 


Dok II. OF TACIT US. 79 
or their King: but anon, when he ſaw: himſelf 
reatened by Artabanus, ſmall reliance on the Ar- 
1enians, and no protection from the Romans with- 
ut a war with the Parthians, he accepted the offer 
f Creticus Silanus, Governor of Syria, who in- 


Book Il 
al hatre 
the blod 


lans. | 


— ited him thither; but when he came, ſet a guard 
1 vac hon him; leaving him ſtill the name and luxury 
he neio f royalty. What attempts Venones made to eſcape 
fromm this mock-majeſty, we will relate in its 
iquity e. 3 | 

d pro The commotions in the Eaſt happened not un- 
er Am atefully to Tiberius, ſince thence he had a co- 
\im wil ur for ſeparating Germanicus from his old and 
Artaxia ithful Legions, for ſetting him over ſtrange pro- 


inces, and expoſing him at once to caſual perils 


Toy d the efforts of fraud. But he, the more ardent 
ain 5 found the affections of the ſoldiers, and the 
by Ay reater the hatred of his uncle, ſo much the more 
Tiperul tent upon a deciſive victory, weighed with him- 
But uf all the methods of that war, with all the di- 


fters and ſucceſſes which had befallen him in it 


Ir that this his third year. He remember'd, © that the 


4 Germans were ever routed in a fair battle, and 
4 | Art upon equal ground; that woods and boggs, ſhort 
tment d ſummers, and early winters, were their chief 
expert reſources ; that his own men ſuffered not ſo much 
from their wounds, as from tedious marches, and 
1 the loſs of their arms. The Gauls were weary 


of furniſhing horſes; long and cumberſom was 
his train of baggage, eaſily ſurprized, and with 
difficulty defended. But, if he entered the coun- 


de, Wah 
Wend 


_ try by ſea, the invaſion would be eaſy, and the 
at, th. wh 1 

ut tif enemy unapprized: beſides, the war would be 
ato) will, © lier begun; the Legions and proviſions would 
tled an be carried together, and the cavalry brought with 
zan pi ſafety, through the mouths and channels of the 


Wrivers, into the heart of Germany. ; 


V enono 
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On 
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Silius his Lieutenant, with a flying band to ima 


On that method therefore he fixed. Whilſt Py 
lius Vitellius and Publius Cantius were ſent to < 
lect the tribute of the Gauls; Silius, Anteius, 
Cæcina, had the direction of building the fleet. 
thouſand veſſels were thought ſufficient, and wi 
diſpatch finiſhed : ſome were ſhort, ſharp at bl 
ends, and wide in the middle, the eaſier to endy 
the agitations of the waves; ſome had flat botton 
that without damage they might bear to 
aground : ſeveral had helms at each end, that) 
ſuddenly turning the oars only, they might waffe 
either way. Many were arched over, for carry 
the engines of war. They were fitted for hold 
horſes and proviſions, to fly with ſails, to run wit 
dars; and the ſpirit and alacrity of the ſoldi 
heightened the ſhew and terror of the fleet. The 
were to meet at the Iſle of Batavia, which 
choſen for its eaſy landing, for its conveniencet 
receive the forces, and thence to tranſport them 
the war. For the Rhine flowing in one continu 
channel, or only broken by ſmall iſlands, is, atth 
extremity of Batavia, divided, as it were, into ty 
rivers; one running ſtill through Germany, and u 
taining the ſame name and violent current, till 
mixes with the ocean; the other waſhing the Gi 
lic ſhore, with a broader and more — ſtrean 
is by the inhabitants called by another name, ti 
Wahal, which it ſoon after changes for that of ti 
Meuſe, by whoſe immenſe mouth it is diſchargt 
into the ſame ocean. 

While the fleet ſailed, Germanicus command 


the Cattians ; and he himſelf, upon hearin 
the fort upon the river Luppia was beſieged, led 
Legions thither. But the ſudden rains preveit 
Siltus from doing more than taking ſome ſmall pul 
der, with the wife and daughter of Arpus, Fr 


een 81 


f the Cattians; nor did the beſiegers ſtay to fight 
ermanicus, but upon the report of his approach, 


54 ole off, and diſperſed. As they had, however, 
and ” rown down the common tomb lately raiſed over 
nt 1 he Varian Legions, and the old altar erected to 


Druſus; he reſtored the altar, and performed in 
erſon with the Legions, the funeral ceremony of 
uning courſes to the honour of his father. To 


that place the tomb was not thought fit; but, all the 
"bt ace between fort Aliſo and the Rhine, he fortified 
cam ith a new barrier. 


r hold The fleet was now arrived; the proviſions were 


run unt forward; ſhips were aſſigned to the Legions 
e ſold nd the allies; and he entered the canal cut b 
t. Ih rufus, and called by his name. Here he invoked 


Wis father, © to be propitious to his ſon attempting 


hich . o . * . 
the ſame enterprizes, to inſpire him with the 


nience t ; 5 
them ( fame counſels, and animate him by his example.“ 
contiui lence he failed ſucceſsfully through the lakes and 
is, tue ocean to the river Amiſia. At the town of 


Amiſia the fleet was left, upon the left ſhore, and it 
vas a fault that it ſailed no higher; for he landed 
e army on the right ſhore; ſo that in makin 


| into \ 
7, and n 


7 dridges many days were conſumed. The horſe an 

> ſtrem be Legions paſſed over without danger, as it was 
ame, Het ebb ; but the returning tide diſordered the rear, 
hat of tf (ſpecially the Batavians, while they played with 
iſcharge he waves, and ſhewed their dexterity in ſwim- 


ning; and ſome were drowned, Whilſt Germa- 
mand dicus was incamping, he was told of the revolt of 
to iwal be Angrivarians behind him; and thither he diſ- 
ring u atched a body of horſe and light foot, under Ster- 
d, led ius, who with fire and ſlaughter took vengeance 
prevent” the perfidious revolters. | 
nall plu Between the Romans and the Cheruſcans flowed 
8, Fin be river Viſurgis, and on the banks of it ſtood: 

Ag minus, with the other chiefs. He inquired 
Wvlicther Germanicus was — and being — 
; 5 
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ed that he was there, he prayed leave to ſpeak wi 
his brother. This brother of his was in the am 
Ris name Flavius, one remarkable for his laſtin 
faith towards the Romans, and for the loſs of à 
eye in the war under Tiberius. This requeſt wy 
ranted. Flavius ſtepped forward, and was ſalute 
y Arminius, who having removed his own atten 
dants, deſired that our archers, ranged upon th 
oppoſite banks, might retire, When they wer 
withdrawn, How came you (ſays he to his by 
© ther) by that deformity in your face?“ Then 
ther having informed him where, and in what fight 
was next aſked, * what reward he had received? 
lavius anſwered, © Increaſe of pay, the chain 
« crown, and other military gifts; all which A: 
minius treated with deriſion, as the vile wages 
{eryitude. „ 
SE began a warm conteſt, Flavius plead 
< the grandeur of the Roman Empire, the pov 


© of he Emperor, the Roman clemency to {ul 
s mitting nations; the heavy yoke of the yar 
_ © -quiſhed ; and that neither the wife, nor ſon « 
Arminius, was uſed like a captive.” Arminiu 
to all this oppoſed the natural rights of their coun 
* try, their ancient liberty; the domeſtic Gods 
* —_— he urged the prayers of their com 
mon mother joined to his own, that he would 
not prefer the character of a deſerter, that of 
« betrayer of his family, his countrymen and kin 
* dred, to the glory of being their commande: 
By degrees they fell into reproaches; nor wou 
the interpoſition of the river have reſtrained then 
from blows, had not Stertinius haſted to lay hol 
on Flavius, full of rage, and calling for his ami 
and his horſe. On the oppoſite {ide was ſeen 4. 
ninius, ſeeing with ferocit) and threats, ul 

enouncing battle, For, of what be ſaid, mu 

was fad in Latin; önce, as the General of lf 
© countrym 
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eak wiiWpuntrymen, he had ſerved in the Roman ar- 
1e army ies. | | | 
s laſſi Next day, the German army ſtood embatteled. 
is of Meyond the Viſurgis. Germanicus, who thought 
ueſt wil became not a General to endanger the Legions, 
's ſaluta, for their paſſage and ſecurity, he had placed 
n attenWWhidges and guards, made the horſe ford over. 
pon they were led by Stertinius, and by Amilius Lieu-- 
ey werWnant-Colonel of a Legion: and theſe two officers. | 
his br{Woſſed the river in diſtant places, to divide the foe.. | 
The brWariovalda, Captain of the Batavians, paſſed it 


here moſt rapid, and was by the Cheruſcans, who- 
igned flight, drawn into a plain ſurrrounded with. 
oods, whence they - ruſhed out upon him and 
aulted him on every fide ; overthrow thoſe who. 
fiſted, and preſſed vehemently upon thoſe who. 
ave way. The diſtreſſed Batavians formed them- 
Ives into a ring, but were again broken, partly 
a cloſe aflault, partly by diſtant ſhowers of darts. 
ariovalda, having long ſuſtained the fury of the 
emy, exhorted his men to draw up in platoons,, 
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r fon Md break through the prevailing hoſt ; he himſelf 
\rminiwWrced his way into their center, and fell with his; 
ir cou rſe under a ſhower of darts, and many of the: 
Gods M incipal Batavians round him: the reſt were ſaved; 
ir com their own bravery, or reſcued by the cavalry 
woll der Stertinius and Emilius. 

at of Germanicus, having paſſed the Viſurgis, learnt: 
und ki, m a deſerter, that Arminius had marked out the 
nander. Nace of battle; that more nations had alſo joined; 
wou; that they rendevouſed in a wood ſacred to. 


d then hercules, and would attempt to ſtorm. our camp. 
ay bol night. The deſerter was believed; the enemy's: 
Is amm es were diſcerned; and the ſcouts having advanc-- 
en A yards them, reported that they had heard the 
ts, u ebing of horſes, and the hollow murmur of a. 
„ mul ighty and tumultuous hoſt. In. this important 


f uncture, upon the pprogeb af a deciſue battle, 
trymen, 8 ; ES | Ger- 


with himſelf how to be informed without fray 


and fears.“ 
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Germanicus thought it behoved him to learn th 
inclinations and ſpirit of the ſoldiers, and delibera 


© for the reports of the Tribunes and Centurion 
© uſed to be oftener pleaſing than true; his free 
< men had ſtill laviſh ſouls, incapable of free ſpeech 
© friends were apt to flatter ; there was the ſan 
< uncertainty in an aſſembly, where the counilifi 
< propoſed by a few, was wont to be echoed by; 
The minds of the ſoldiery were then beſt knom 
© when they were leaſt watched; when free a 
< over their meals, they frankly diſcloſed their hops 


In the beginning of night, he went out at th 
augural gate, with a ſingle attendant ; himſelf di 
iſed with the ſkin of a wild beaſt hanging on 
ſhoulders ; and chuſing ſecret ways, he eſcapd 
the notice of the watch, entered the lanes of th 
camp, liſtened from tent to tent, and enjoyed th 
pleaſing diſplay of his own popularity and fame; 
as one was magnifying the imperial birth of hi 
General; another his graceful perſon ; all, his 
tience, condeſcenſion, and the equality of his fl 
in every temper, pleaſant or grave. They cot 
feſſed the gratitude due to fo much merit, and thi 
in battle they ought to expreſs it, and to ſacrifice 
the ſame time to glory and revenge, theſe perfidiou 
Germans, who for ever violated ſtipulations a 
peace. In the mean time, one of the enemy w) 
underſtood Latin, rode up to the paliſades, ani 
with a loud voice, offered in the name of Armin 
to every deſerter a wife and land, and, as long! 
the war laſted, an hundred ſefterces a day. II 
contumely kindled the wrath of the Legions : *14 
day come, they cried, let battle be given. II 
<. ſoldiers would ſeize and not accept the lands 
© the Germans; take and not receive Gem 
« wives ; they, however, received the offer a3 i 

1 « ona 
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army, after their fatigues at ſea, and their tediqy 
marches by land, longed for an utter end of thy 
labour; by this battle they might gain it. The, 
was. now nearer than the Rhine; and if thy 
would make him a conqueror in thoſe countrig 
where his father and his uncle had conquered, th 
war was concluded.“ The ardour of the ſoldien 
followed the ſpeech of the General, and the fign 
for the onſet was given, 
Neither did Arminius, or the other Chiefs, ne 
glect to declare to their ſeveral bands, that the anic 
Romans were the cowardly fugitives of the Varia 
army, who, becauſe they could not endure t 
fight, had afterwards choſen to rebel: that fon: 
with backs deformed by wounds ; ſome with limb 
maimed by tempeſts ; forſaken of hope, and the 
Gods againſt them, were once more preſentig ter 
their lives to their vengeful foes. Hitherto a fleet 
and unfrequented ſeas, had been the reſources 
their cowardice againſt an aſſaulting or a purſuing 
enemy; but now that they were to engage hau 
to hand, vain would be their relief from win ar. 
and oars after a defeat. The Germans need 
only remember their rapine, cruelty, and pride; 
and that to themſelves nothing remained, bit 
either to maintain their native liberty, or by deat 
to prevent bondage.” EET 
The enemy thus inflamed, and calling for battle, 
were led into a plain called Idiſtaviſus: it lies be- 
tween the Viſurgis and the hills, and winds us 
equally along, as it is ſtreightened by the ſuing 
of the mountains, or enlarged by the circuits of tc 
river. Behind roſe a foreſt of high trees, thick d 
branches above, but clear of * 2 below. Tt 
army of Barbarians kept the plain, and the entrance 
of the foreſt ; only the Cheruſcans ſat down vp 
the mountain, in order to pour down from then 


upon the Romans, as ſoon as they became engagh J. 


R N RX A & _ A 


NR a K A 


C ˙ „ Aa 


88 THE ANNALS Bock oo 
Nain ; and great numbers attempting to ſwim th, (WſWudti! 
Viſurgis, were deſtroyed in it, either purſued win ena 
darts, or ſwallowed by the current, or overwhelm nan 
with the weight of the crowd, or buried under te 
falling banks. Some ſeeking a baſe refuge on He r 
tops of trees, and concealment amongſt the branche WI? h 
were ſhot in ſport by the archers, or ſquaſhed eu 
the trees were felled. This was a mighty victon e 
and to us far from bloody! 
This ſlaughter of the foe, from the fifth hour b 
the day till night, filled the country for ten migen 
with carcaſſes and arms. Amongſt the ſpoil and 
Chains were found, which, ſure of conquering, the he f 
had brought to bind the Roman captives. Th 


ſoldiers proclaimed Tiberius Imperator upon NI Nee 


field of battle, and, railing a mount, placed up 
it as Trophies, the German arms, with the name 
of all the vanquiſhed nations, inſcribed below. | 
This ſight filled the Germans with more angie 
and rage, than all their wounds, paſt afflictions aui 
ſlaughters. They, who were juſt prepared to abar 
don their dwellings, and flit beyond the Elb, me 
ditate war and graſp their arms. People, noble, 
youth, aged, from all quarters, ruſh ſuddenly up 
the Roman army in its march, and diforder i. 
They next choſe their camp, a ftreight and mo 
p lain, ſhut in between a river and a foreſt; the fore 
t oo ſurrounded with a deep marſh, except on on 
fi de, which was cloſed with a barrier raifed by tit 
Angrivarians, between them and the Cheruſcan 
Here ſtood their foot: their horſe were diſtribute 
and concealed amongit the neighbouring grog. 
thence, by ſurprize, to beſet the Legions in ti 8 
rear, as ſoon as they had entered the wood. 
Nothing of all this was a fecret to Germanic 
he knew their counſels, their ſtations; what fi: 
they purſued, what meaſures they concealed; anl 
to the deſtruction of the enemy turned wy 
| tl 
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ubtilty and devices. To Seius Tubero, his Lieu- 
enant, he committed the horſe and the field; the 


infantry he ſo diſpoſed, that part might paſs the 


level approaches into the wood; and the reſt force 
he rampart. This was the moſt arduous taſk, and 


o himſelf he reſerved it: the reſt he left to his 
Lieutenants. Thoſe who had the even ground to 


Wraverſe, broke eaſily in; but they who were to 


affail the rampart, were as grievouſſy battered from 
above, as if they had been ſtorming a wall. The 
General perceived the inequality of this cloſe attack, 


knd drawing off the Legions a ſmall diſtance, ordered 


he ſlingers to throw, and the engineers to play, to 
heat off the enemy. Immediately ſhowers of darts 

ere poured from the engines, and the defenders of 
he barrier, the more bold and expoſed they were, 
with the more wounds they were beaten down. 
zermanicus, having taken the rampart, firſt forced 
his way, at the head of the Prætorian Cohorts, into 
the woods, and there it was fought foot to foot. 


Behind, the enemy were begirt with the morals ; 
the Romans with the mountains, or the river; no 


room for either to retreat, no hope but in valour, 

no ſafety but in victory. e 
The Germans had not inferior courage, but they 
were exceeded in the faſhion of arms and art of 
hehting, Their mighty multitude, hampered in 
arrow places, could not puſh nor recover their 
ong ſpears; nor practiſe in a cloſe combat, their 
ual boundings and velocity of limbs. On the 
ontrary, our ſoldiers, with handy ſwords, and their 
breaſts cloſely guarded with a buckler, delved the 
arge bodies and naked faces of the Barbarians, and 
opened themſelves a way with a havock of the ene- 
my. Beſides, the activity of Arminius now failed 
bim; either ſpent through his continual efforts, or 
lackened by a wound juſt received. Inguiomerus, 
Was eyery where upon the ſpur, animating the 
battle: 
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battle : but fortune, rather than courage, deſert 
him. Germanicus, to be the eaſier known, pull 
off his helmet, and exhorted his men, to pr nt 
cute the ſlaughter ; they wanted no captives, þ 
© ſaid; only the cutting off that people root a 
branch, would put an end to the war.“ It ]] ore. 
now late in the day, and he drew off a Legion Meer 
make a camp; the reſt glutted themſelves till nigh 
with the blood of the foe. The horſe fought wm 
doubtful ſucceſs. | 
Germanicus, in a ſpeech from the tribunal, pri em 
his victorious army, and raiſed a monument of ar 
with a proud Inſcription, That the army of Ti 
* perius Cæſar, having vanquiſhed intirely the n; 
tions between the Rhine and the Elb, had coWWcre 
< ſecrated that monument to Mars, to Jupiter, a | 
to Auguſtus.” Of himſelf he made no mentia, 
either fearful of provoking envy, or that he thou ima 
it ſufficient praiſe to have deſerved it. He had net ä 
commanded Stertinius, to carry the war amomi ere 
me Angrivarians; but they inſtantly ſubmitted | 
and theſe ſupplicants, by yielding without article 
obtained pardon without reſerve. 4 
The ſummer now declining, ſome of the Legion 
were ſent back into winter-quarters, by land; mor 
were embarked with Germanicus, upon the ria 


Amiſia, to go from thence by the ocean. Term 


ſea, at firſt, was ſerene, no ſound or agitation, ex 
cept from the oars or ſails of a thouſand ſhips ; bu 
ſuddenly a black hoſt of clouds poured a ſtorm d 
bail ; furious winds roared on every fide, and tit 
tempeſt darkened the deep, fo that all proſpect uu 
loſt; and it was impoſſible to ſteer. The ſoldies 
too, unaccuſtomed to the terrors of the ſea, in tit 
hurry of fear diſordered the mariners, or interrupted 
the ſkilful by unſkilful help. At laſt, the ſou 
wind maſtering all the reſt, drove the occan i! 


the ſky. The tempeſt derived new force from n 
Will 
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indy mountains and ſwelling rivers of Germany, 
« well as from an immenſe train of clouds; and 
ntracting withal freſh vigour from the boiſterous 
ighbourhood of the north, it hurled the ſhips, and 


root a lied them into the open ocean, or againſt iſlands 
It wiWored with ſharp rocks, or dangerouſly beſet with 
-epion ¶overed ſhoals. The ſhips, by degrees, with great 
till ni bour, and the change of the tide, were relieved 


ight wilMom the rocks and ſands, but remained at the 
ercy of the winds ; their anchors could not hold 


l, praikifWcm ; they were full of water, nor could all their 


t of arnzWimps diſcharge it; hence, to lighten and wiſe the 
y of T ſels ſwallowing at their decks the invading waves, 
y the ue horſes, beaſts, baggage, and even the arms, 


had con 
piter, ati 
mention 


e thougit 


ere caſt into the deep. 
By how much the German ocean is more out- 


imate excels in rigour, by ſo much this ruin was 


had ne Coned to exceed in greatneſs and novelty. They 
amoleihere engaged in a tempeſtuous ſea, believed deep 
bitte! Without bottom, vaſt without bounds, or no ſhores 


artiger but hoſtile ſhores. Part of the fleet were ſwal- 


wed up; many were driven upon remote lands, 
1d of human culture, where the men | periſhed 
ough famine, or were kept alive by the carcaſſes 


the rive horſes, caſt in by the flogd. Only the galley of 
n. TiBermanicus landed upon the coaſt of the Chaucians, 
tion, e 


ere, wandring ſadly, day and night, upon the 
ks and prominent ſhore, and inceſſantly accuſing 
{elf as the author of ſuch mighty deſtruction, he 


üps; duh 
ſtorm 


and ts hardly reſtrained by his friends, from caſting 
ſpect wahenſelf deſperately into the ſame hoſtile floods. At 
e ſolcien „with the returning tide, and an aſſiſting gale, 
a, in tue ſhips began to return, all maimed, almoſt deſti- 
terruptatge of oars, or with coats ſpread for ſails; and, 
he * e utterly diſabled, were dragged by thoſe that 
_ 1 re leſs. He repaired them haſtily, and diſpatched 

r 


em to ſearch the iſlands ; and by this care many 


wineſ men 


geous than the reſt of the ſea, and the German 
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men were gleaned up, many were by the Angi 
rians, our new ſubjects, redeemed from theirny 
time neighbours, and reſtored ; and ſome, diy 
into Great Britain, were ſent back by the [i 
Britiſh Kings. Thoſe who had come from f.“ 
recounted wonders at their return, the impetu 
of whirlwinds ; wonderful birds; ſea-monſte 
* ambiguous forms between man and hed 
ſtrange ſights ; or the effects of imagination andi 
The noiſe of this wreck, as it animated the(; 
mans with hopes of renewing the war, awake 
Germanicus alfo to reſtrain them. He comma 1 
Caius Silius, with thirty thouſand foot, and thi: © 
thouſand horſe, to march againſt the Cattians; Wi, 
himſelf, with a greater force, invaded the Mana. * 
where he learnt from Malovendus, their Gene 
lately taken into our ſubjection, that the Eagt 
one of Varus's Legions, was hid under grouni 
a neighbouring grove, and kept by a ſlender gu 
Inſtantly two parties were diſpatched ; one, to 
the enemy, and provoke them from their poſt; 
other to beſet their rear, and dig up the Eagle; 
ſucceſs attended both. Hence Germanicus 
vanced with greater alacrity, laid waſte the cout .. 
and ſmote the foe, either not daring to engage, 
wherever they engaged, ſuddenly defeated ; nd 
we learnt from the priſoners, were they ever { 
with greater diſmay. <* The Romans, they a 
are invincible; no calamities can ſubdue tit 
© They have wrecked their fleet; their arms 
* loſt, our ſhores are covered with the bodis 
© their horſes and men: Yet they attack us 
their uſual ferocity, with the ſame firmneſs, 1 
with numbers, as it were, increaſed.” 
The army was from thence led back into wil 
quarters, full of joy to have balanced, by thi 
ſperous expedition, their late misfortunes al 
and by the bounty of Germanicus, their jc) 
height 


Book! 
e Angn 
their m 
me, dny 
the i 
from: 
mpetud 
monſten 
1d bez 
n and fo 
d the 0 

awake 
omman 
„ and 


attians;| 


e Mart 
ir Gene 
he Eagt 
ground 


nder gu 


ne, to 
ir poſt; 
Eagle; 
nanicus 
the count 
engage, 
ted; noh 
ever {el 

they ai 
1bdue tit 
elr arm) 
1e bodies 
rack us! 
rmnelk;, ! 
3 


into wilt 
by this! 
ines atk 
heir jo) 
height 


at OF TACITVS. 


ghtened, ſince to each ſufferer he cauſed to be 
| as much as each declared he had loſt; neither 
5 it doubted but the enemy were humbled, and 
certing meaſures for obtaining peace, and that 
next ſummer would terminate the war. But 
berius, by frequent letters urged him © to come 
ome, there to celebrate the triumph already de- 
reed him; he had already tried enough of events, 
and tempted abundant hazards. He had indeed 
ought great and ſucceſsful battles ; but he muſt 
ikewiſe remember his loſſes and calamities, which, 
owever owing to wind and waves, and no fault 
ff the General, were yet great and grievous. He 
imſelf had been ſent nine times into Germany by 
\uguſtus, and effected much more by policy than 
arms: it was thus he had brought the Sigambrians 
nto ſubjection, thus drawn the Suevians, and 
King Maroboduus, under the bonds of peace. 
he Cheruſcans too, and the other hoſtile na- 
ions, now the Roman vengeance was ſatiated, 
ight be left to purſue their own national feuds.” 
ermanicus beſought one year to accompliſh his 
queſt ; but Tiberius aſſailed his modeſty with a 
bait, and freſh importunity, by offering him 
other Conſulſhip, for the adminiſtration of which 
was to attend in perſon at Rome : he added, 
hat if the war was ſtill to be proſecuted, Ger- 
anicus ſhould leave a field of glory to his brother 
Druſus, to whom there now remained no other ; 
ſince the Empire had no where a war to maintain 
ut in Germany, and thence only Druſus could 
acquire the title of Imperator, and merit the 
jumphal laurel.' Germanicus perſiſted no longer, 
dugh he knew that this was all feigned and hollow, 
aw himſelf invidiouſly torn away from a har- 
of ripe glory. 
About this time, Libo Druſus, of the Scribonian 
ly, was arraigned for meditatin attempts 
DR againſt 
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againſt the State. And, becauſe then firſt vg 
deviſed thoſe peſtilent arts and impeachments, whiz 
for ſo many years devoured the Commonwealth, | 
will lay open with the more exactneſs the beginniꝶ 
progreſs and iſſue of this affair. Firmius Catus ti 
Senator, a cloſe confident of Libo, traiterouſly ni 
led that youth, unwary as he was, and eaſy to þ 
enſnared, with ſpecious deluſions z engaged him. 
try the predictions of the Chaldeans, the ſuperk 
tious rites of Magicians, and the interpreters 
dreams; and to flatter his hopes and ambition, wirere 
inceſſantly magnifying the nobility of his race; ft 
that Pompey was © his great grand-father, Scriboni 
once the wife of Auguſtus, his aunt, - the Czin 
© his kinſmen; and his houſe full of image 
tempted him to luxury and borrowing ; was af 
ciated with him in his debauches, ſurety for hi 
debts, and all to accumulate more matter for crint 
and evidence, _ 
When he found himſelf furniſhed with ftored 
witneſſes, and amongſt them ſome of Libo's ſlay 
who were alſo privy to the obnoxious conduct 
their maſter, he ſought admittance to the Emperi 
having firſt by Flaccus Veſcularius, aRomanKnig 
intimate with Tiberius, repreſented to him Libo: 
a criminal, as alſo a detail of his crimes. Tiberu 
ſighted not his information, but denied him acct, 
© for that the communication, he ſaid, might i 
£ {till managed by the ſame Flaccus.* In the mea 
time, he preferred Libo to the Prætorſhip, ente 
tained him at his table, ſhewed no ſtrangeneß! 
his countenance, no reſentment in his words 
deeply had he ſmothered his vengeance; and, wht 
he might have reſtrained all the dangerous ſpeecht 
and practices of Libo, he choſe rather to perm 
them, in order to know and puniſh them: 
were they checked or made public, till one Jui 
who was dealt wich to call up by charms 1 1 
el 
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ſt v nal ſhades, diſcovered this to Fulcinius Trio, a 
s, who tinguiſhed accuſer, one greedy of renown in 
ealth, Nickedneſs. Inſtantly Trio marked out the doom 
ginn the accuſed, haſtened to the Conſuls, and of 
>atus em demanded that the Senate might meet and 
uſly ni judge him. Thus the fathers were forthwitn 
ſy to Mmmoned, and even apprized, that © upon an 
d him affair of mighty moment and horrible tendency to 
ſuper the State, they were to deliberate.“ | 
reters Ml Libo, the while, having changed his dreſs, went 
tion, wil@vered with mourning, from houſe to houſe, ac- 
ace; M mpanied by Ladies of the nobleſt rank, and im- 
cribonuMlored the mediation of his kindred, that they 
e Cxinould protect him againſt impending ruin, and 
image ak in his behalf. But every one of them de- 
was ae ned his ſuit, each upon a different pretence; yet, 
y for reality all from the ſame fear. The day the Se- 
or crim te ſat for his trial, vanquiſhed with dread and 
king under ſickneſs; or, as ſome relate, feigning 
h Rore i he was borne in a litter to the court, and, lean- 
o's lavie upon his brother, with ſupplicant hands and 
,ndu6 rds, he accoſted and ſtrove to ſoften Tiberius, 
E mpero Wo received him with a countenance perfectly un- 
n K nigh ved. It was the Emperor who next recited the 
n Libo arge againſt him, and the authors of the charge; 
Tiberat with ſuch wary moderation, that he might 
im acc m neither to ſoften nor ſharpen his crimes, 
might To Trio and Catus, two other accuſers, Fon- 
the meins Agrippa and Caius Vibius, joined themſelves, 
ip, ente firove who ſhould have the right to implead 
genes UE accuſed, At laſt, when neither would yield, 
words (os Libo was come unprovided with a pleader, 
and, we bius undertook to maintain diſtinctly the ſeveral 
s ſpeeche es of the charge, and produced articles ſo ex- 
to pe agant, that amongſt the reſt it was one, how 
hem: Po had conſulted the fortune-tellers, whether 
ne Juv ſhould ever be maſter of opulence ſufficierit to 
15 the ever the great Appian road with money as far as 
fernd 1 Brun- 
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© Brunduſium.” There were others of the ft 
kind, fooliſh, chimerical, or (taken in tenden 
ſenſe) deſerving pity. But there was one ar 
formed upon a paper, containing the names off 
Cæſars as well as thoſe of ſome Senators, wi 
myſterious characters, and malignant notes join 
to them. This the accuſer urged againſt Libs, | 
written in his own hand. Libo denied it,: 
hence it was propoſed to examine by torture 
conſcious ſlaves. But, ſeeing it was forbid by 
ancient law of the Senate, to put ſervants to 
queſtion, in a trial touching the life of their ma 
the crafty Tiberius invented a new law, to eu 
the old, and ordered theſe ſlaves to be fold to 
public ſteward, that, by this expedient, eviden 
againſt Libo might be racked from his ſervant 
without violating the law. In this ſtate of deſſ 
dency, Libo requeſted reſpite till the next dy 
and then returning to his own. houſe, tranſmit 
by his kinſman Publius Quirinus, his laſt prayer! 
the Emperor, who replied, that he muſt maket 
« requeſt to the Senate,” 
His houſe was in the mean time encompaſſed ui 
a band of ſoldiers, who with ſtudied noiſe and tem 
were filling all the court, on purpoſe to create cem 
attention and alarm, juſt when Libo ſat down tot 
banquet, which, as the ultimate pleaftre of his! 
he had prepared. But, then feeling agonies inſtex 
pleaſure, he called for a miniſter of death, ſucceſſi 
graſped the hands of his ſlaves, and into them, 
turns, ſtrove to ſqueeze a ſword. But they, 
they trembled and ſhunned the ſad taſk, throy 
the hurry of fear and flight overturning the lu 
that illuminated the table; in this ominous ! 
tragical darkneſs, he gave himſelf two deadly i 
in the bowels. As he groaned and fell, his fret 
men ſprang in, and the Gidiers, ſceing the ſlaup! 
perpetrated, retired, The charge againſt _ 
oe 
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ever puſhed in the Senate, with the ſame un- 
lenting eagerneſs. Yet Tiberius vowed, that 
he would have interceded for his life, notwith- 
ſtanding his treaſon, if he had not thus haſtily 
died by his own hands.” | 

His ellate was divided amongſt his accuſers; and 
joſe of them who bore the rank of Senators, were, 
ithout the regular way of election, preferred to 
xtorſhips. Then Cotta Meſſalinus propoſed, 
at © the image of Libo * not accompany the 
funerals of his poſterity 3? Cneius Lentulus, that 
none of the Scribonii ſhould henceforth aſſume 


„ to el ne ſirname of Druſus;' and at the motion of 
old to ¶omponius Flaccus, days of thankſgiving were ap- 
Q ** inted. That © gifts ſhould be preſented to Ju- 
is ſervant 


piter, to Mars, and to the Goddeſs Concord ; 


of defp and that the thirteenth of September, the day on 
next dy which Libo flew himſelf, ſhould be an eſtabliſhed 
ranſmittd feſtival,” were the votes of Lucius Publius, of 
t prayers Wi ſinius Gallus, of Papius Mutilius, and of Lucius 


ſt make WW nronius. I have related the votes and ſycophancy 
theſe men, to ſhew that adulation is an invete- 
te evil in the ſtate. Decrees of the Senate were 
ewiſe made for driving Aſtrologers and * og 
Wt of Italy; and one of the herd, Lucius Pitua- 
us, was precipitated from the Tarpeian Rock. 
ublius Marcius, another, was by judgment of the 


onſuls, at the ſound of trumpet, executed without 
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ſucceſſue Eſquiline Gate, according to the ancient form. 
them, Next time the Senate fat, long diſcourſes againſt 
t they, Wc luxury of the city were made by Quintus Ha- 
k, throuWrius, a Conſular, and by Octavius Fronto, for- 
z the wcrly Prætor, and a Jaw was paſſed © againſt uſing 
ninous 1 


table-plate of ſolid gold; and againſt men's de- 
baſing themſelves with gorgeous and effeminate 
lilks. Fronto went farther, and deſired that 
the quantities of ſilver-plate, the expence of fur- 
niture, and the number of domeitics, nwoht be 
| Vor. I, F © limited,” 
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c limited.” For it was yet common for Senat 
to depart from the preſent debate, and offer 
their advice, whatever they judged conducing to 
intereſt of the Commonweal. Againſt him it 
argued , Aſinius Gallus, © that with the gion 
of the Empire, private riches were likewiſe gron 
and it was no new thing for citizens to live acc 
ing to their conditions, but, indeed, agreeable 
the moſt primitive uſage. The ancient Fabrig 
and the latter Scipips, having different weil 
lived differently; but all ſuitably to the ſen 
ſtages of the Commonwealth. Public poverty y 
accompanied with domeſtic ; but, when the Su 
roſe to ſuch a height of magnificence, the my 
nificence of particulars roſe too. As to plate, a 
train, and expence, there was no ſtandard 
exceſs or frugality, but from the fortunes of me 
The law, indeed, had made a diſtinction betwe 
the fortunes of Senators and of Knights; noti 
any natural difference between them; but that th 
who excelled in place, rank, and civil pre-en 
nence, might excel too in other particulars, ſu 
as conduced to the health of the body, or to ti 
peace and ſolacement of the ſoul ; unleſs it we 
expected, that the moſt illuſtrious citizens ſhoul 
ſuſtain the ſharpeſt cares, and undergo the he 
vieſt fatigues and dangers, but continue deſtit 
of every alleviation of fatigue, and danger, al 
care.“ Gallus eaſily prevailed, whilft, und 
worthy names, he avowed and ſupported popul 
vices in an aſſembly engaged in them. Tiberius td 
had ſaid, that it was not a ſeaſon for reformatid, 
or, if there were any corruption of manners, then 
© would not be wanting one to correct them. 
During theſe tranſactions, Lucius Piſo, afteri 
had declaimed bitterly, in the Senate, againſt *t 
« .cabals and intrigues of the Forum, the cori 


tion of the tribunals, and the inhumanity of! 
c plcauth 
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r Sena leaders breathing continual terror and impeach- 
d offer, Whents, declared, © he would intirely relinquiſh 
cing ui Rome, and retire into a quiet corner of the 
him it ofſWountry, far diſtant and obſcure.” With theſe 
he growfMrds he left the Senate. Tiberius was provoked ; 
viſe gro yet not only ſoothed him with gentle words, 
ve acc likewiſe obliged Piſo's relations, by their au- 
greeableWſrity or entreaties to retain him. The ſame Piſo 
it Fabia e ſoon after an equal inſtance of the indigna- 
nt wei of a free ſpirit, by proſecuting a ſuit againſt 
the ſevelWulania ; a Lady whom the partial friendſhip of 
)overty v ia had ſet at defiance with the laws. Urgula- 
n the u being carried, for protection, to the palace, 
the mu iſed the efforts of Piſo; ſo that neither did ſhe 
plate, mit, nor would he deſiſt, notwithſtanding the 
tandard Niplaints and reſentments of Livia, that, in the 
1es of m ecution, violence and indignity were done to 
on betweeffier own perſon.” Tiberius promiſed to attend 
ts; not trial, and aſſiſt Urgulania ; but only promiſed 
at that tigWrivility to his mother, for ſo far he thought it 
| pre- me him; and thus left the palace, ordering 
ulars, lu guards to follow at a diſtance. People, the 
, or to ie, crowded about him, and he walked with a 
efs it wall and compoſed air. As he lingered, and pro- 
rens ſhoulWcd the time and way with various diſcourſe, 
2 the he trial went on; Piſo would not be mollified b 
ue deliituWMimportunity of his friends; and hence at lait 
anger, Empreſs ordered the payment of the mone 
1, undWned by him. This was the iſſue of the affair. 
ed popu it Piſo loſt no renown ; and it ſignally in- 
iberius ed the credit of Tiberius. Ihe power how- 
formation of Urgulania was ſo exorbitant to the State, 
ners, tha ſhe diſdained to appear a witneſs in a certain 


them. e before the Senate; and, when it had been 
o, aſter k ys uſual, even for the Veſtal virgins to attend 
zainſt Worum and Courts of Juſtice, as oft as their 
ne cor agence was required; a Prætor was ſent to exa- 


nity of 1 Urgulania at her own houle. 
c picauth | F 2 The 
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tions; though, for their ſolacement, freſh hopes 

remained of approaching ſucceſs in the next; now 

how great muſt be the hatred, how laſting the 

reſentment of ſuch whoſe pretenſions were to be 

rejected beyond five years? and whence could it 

be foreſeen, that, in ſo long a tract of time, the 
ſame men would continue to have the ſame diſ- 

poſitions, the ſame alliances and fortunes? even 

an annual deſignation to power, made men im 
perious; how imperious would it make them, 
ne M if they bore the honour for five 1 beſides, 
was WF it would multiply every ſingle Magiſtrate into 
venta five, and utterly ſubvert the laws which had pre- 
lat u ſcribed a proper ſpace for exerciſing the diligence 
ie ar of the candidates, and for ſolliciting as well as 
nſace enjoying preferments.“ 

nperog By this ſpeech, in appearance popular, he ſtill 
the I etained the ſpirit and force of the ſovereignty. He 


by iWikewiſe ſuſtained by gratuities the dignity of ſome 

 lberuWrecefſitous Senators. Hence it was the more won- 
as Moldered, that he received with haughtineſs and repulſe 
e; btb petition of Marcus Hortalus, a young man of 
liznal quality, and manifeſtly poor. He was the 

ie EnWorandſon of Hortenſius the Orator; and had been 
z\trat encouraged by the deified Auguſtus with a bounty 
ry for a thouſand great ſeſterces , to marry for poſte- 
rho drity, purely to prevent the extinction of a family 
be Ae eminently illuſtrious. The ſenate were ſitting 
uld win the palace, and Hortalus having ſet his four 
It vlichildren. before the door, fixed his eyes, now upon 

im, Ache ſtatue of Hortenſius, placed amongſt the Gra- 
mpcr" tors ; then upon that of Auguſtus ; and, inſtead of 


ſpeaking to the queſtion then debated, began on 
this wife: . Conſcript fathers, you ſee there the 


2 number and infancy of my children; not mine 
„ And | | | g | | 
eſts jrol About twenty-five thouſand Crowns. 
rly ele | I | 
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with t 
me, 57 
But, | 
rapine 
deifiec 


< by my own choice, but in compliance with t 
advice of the Prince. Such too was the ſpleni 
of my anceſtors, that it merited to be perpetuz 
in their race. But, for my own particular, wh 
* marred by the revolution of the times, could u 
* raiſe wealth, nor engage popular favour, 5 
* cultivate the hereditary fortune of our houſe, f 
fortune of Eloquence ; I deemed it ſufficient, j 
in my narrow circumſtances, I lived no diſgnq 
to myſelf, no burden to others. Command: 
by the Emperor, I took a wife: behold the 0 
« ſpring of ſo many Conſuls ; behold the defer 
dants of ſp many Dictators! nor is this reme 
* brance invidiouſſy made, but made to move me 
cy. In the progreſs of your reign, Cæſar, 
children may arrive at the honours in your gi 
* Defend them in the mean time from want : the 
* are the great grandſons of Hortenſius; they a 
« the foſter ſons of Auguſtus,” 

The inclination of the Senate was favourable, i 
incitement to Tiberius the more eagerly to tha 
Hortalus. Theſe were in effect his words: 
all that are poor recur hither for a proviſion 


ike real 
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ind un 
Dr low 
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anſw 
| Senat 
hund 
denatol 
othing 


money to their children, the public will certai oſſeſſe 
fail, yet particulars never be ſatiated. Our ien 
ceſtors, when they permitted a departure fi ter pi 
the queſtion, to propoſe ſomewhat more impuf te ſh 
tant to the ſtate, did not therefore permit it, tu The 
we might here tranſat domeſtic matters, aW"*" h; 
augment our private rents; an employment in with 8 
dious both in the Senate and the Prince; fic oa 
whether they grant or deny the petitioned bo 11 nt 
ties, either the people or the petitioners will et all to 
be offended. But thefe, in truth, are not pt dps 
titions ; they are demands made againſt orte. [la 
and made by ſurprize. While you are afſembl veſſel 
upon other affairs, he ſtands up, and urges 19 . : 
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Tell 


pity, by the number and infancy of his child 
| | 1 


he 4 Of TACITVUS. - or 


with Ui with the ſame violence, he changes the attack to 
ſplena e me, and, as it were, burſts open the exchequer.. 
etuar But, if by popular bounties we exhauſt it, by 
r, W rapine and oppreſſion we muſt ſupply it. The 
ould u deified Auguſtus gave you money, Hortalus ; 

ur, but without ſolicitation he gave it, and on no 

aſe, oF condition that it ſhould always be given: other-. 


wiſe diligence will languiſh; floth will prevail; 
and men having no hopes in reſources of their 
mand own ; no anxiety for themſelves, but all ſecurely 
he i relying on foreign relief, will become private 
ſuggards and public burdens.“ Theſe and the 
temen ke reaſonings of Tiberius were differently received 
ve mel ith approbation by thoſe whoſe way it is to extol, 
ithout diſtinction, all the doings of Princes, worthy 
nd unworthy ; by moſt, however, with filence, 


ur gh 
t: 0 r low and difcontented murmurs. Tiberius per- 
hey eived it, and having pauſed a little, ſaid, his 


anſwer was particularly to Hortalus ; but, if the 


ble, Senate thought fit, he would give his ſons two 
thu hundred great ſeſterces * each.“ For this all the 
$ : enators preſented their thanks; only Hortalus ſaid 


fon Mpothing; perhaps through preſent awe, or perhaps 
ertaiihoſſeſſed, even in poverty, with the grandeur of his 
ccient nobility. Nor did Tiberius ever ſhew far- 
e fou ther pity, though the houſe of Hortenſius was fallen 
impoWinto ſhameful diſtreſs. 0 5 
t, h The ſame year, the boldneſs of a ſingle bond- 
wan had, but for early prevention, torn the ſtate 
with great combuſtions and civil arms. A ſlave of 


learnt the death of Auguſtus, conceived a deſign to 
fail to Planaſia, and there releaſing Agrippa by art 


embed" elle! defeated his bold purpoſe ; for Agrippa was 
8 you 
ies About five thouſand. Crowns. 


F 4 drready 


Foſthumus Agrippa, his name Clemens, having 


or force, to carry him to the armies in Germany. 
No flaviſh deſign! but, the ſlowneſs of the laden 
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already murdered. Hence he concetved views {il 
higher and more daring. He ſtole the funeral aſhs, 
and failing to Coſa, a promontory of Etruria, hi 
himſelf in defart places, till his hair and beard wer 
grown Jong ; for, in age and perſon, he was ny 
unlike his maſter. Then, a report ſpread by truh 
emiſſaries and the aſſociates of the plot, that 4 


Book I 


heſe 0! 
withou 
with A 
the pal 
he aſke 
is ſaid 


„ grippa lived, began to thicken. It firſt crey far,” 
abroad in dark whiſpers, as uſual in matters of dar rerer | 
gerous tendency; but becoming ſoon a prevailin ture te 
rumour, it filled the greedy ears of the credulou be diſp 
or was encouraged by turbulent minds, ſuch as an body t 
ever fond of public agitations and changes. HA 
himſelf, when he entered the neighbouring towns denato 
did it in the gloom of the day; never to be ſee one) 
publickly, nor long in the fame place. But, «©2947 
truth is ſtrengthened by obſervation and time; lis At. 
by haſte and uncertainty, he out-ran fame. Her" aſed 
he ſtaid not to be known; there he arrived beſm br th 
his name arrived, | condu 


rius. 

near t 
Roma 
was Ci 
to the 
ville. 
Pomp 
manic 


It flew through Italy, in the mean time, that, 
by the bounty of the Gods, Agrippa was preſerved, 
It was even believed at Rome, His ſuppoſed arrii 
at Oſtia, was celebrated by great multitudes abroad; 
and in the city by clandeſtine cabals ; whilſt divide 
cares diſtracted Tiberius, whether he ſhould ſup 
preſs his ſlave by the power of the ſword, or ſuf 
the wh credulity of the public to vaniſh wit 


time, Now he thought that nothing was to b. Catti; 
flighted ; now that every thing was not to be dreade © far 
wavering between ſhame and fear. At laſt b. the lf 
committed the affair to Salluſtius Criſpus. CriſpuW ur 
choſe two of his creatures, (ſome ſay two ſoldien I nd 
and directed them to go directly to him, to feig pleati 
themſelves his adherents, men who were conſcio Lace 
that he was the genuine Aprippa, to preſent hin _ 
with money, and to promiſe him, without reſer't f eb 
their faith and fortunes. They inſtantiy — the, 
| tnet A 
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heſe orders, and afterwards ſpying him one night 
without guards, and being themſelves furniſhed 
with a proper band of men, they carried him to 
the palace, gagged and bound. To Tiberius, when 
he aſked him, How he was become Agrippa 7” he 
is faid to have anſwered, © Juſt as you became Cæ- 


nat have an Just as yo 
cru far. But, to diſcover his accomplices, he could 
Fae. never be conſtrained. Neither dared Tiberius ven- 


ture to execute him publicly, but ordered. him to 
be diſpatched in a-ſecret part of the palace, and his 
body to be carried privately away; and, thougtr 
many of the Prince's houſhold, many Knights and. 
Senators, were ſaid to have ſupported him with 
money, and aſſiſted him with their Counſels; no 
Fenquiry followed. Fr G01 928955 k 

At the end of the year, a triumphal arch was 
raiſed near the Temple of Saturn, as a monument 
for the recovery of the Varian Eagles, under the: 
conduct of Germanicus, and the auſpices of Tibe-- 
rius. A temple was dedicated to happy Fortune 
near the Tiber, in the Gardens bequeathed to the 
Roman people by Cæſar the Dictator. A Chapel: 
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broad was confecrated to the Julian family, and ſtatues. 
NEE to the deihed Auguſtus, in the ſuburbs called Bu- 
1 fup ville. In the Conſulſhip of Caius Celius and Lucius: 
ſuf Pomponius, the fix and twentieth of May, Ger- 
h wid manicus Cæſar triumphed over the Cheruſcans, the 
to be Cattians, the Angrivarians, and the other nations 
eaded i © far as the Elb. In the triumph were carried all 
laſt h the ſpoils and captives, with the repreſentations of 


mountains, of rivers, and of battles; ſo that his 
conqueſts, becauſe he was reſtrained from com- 
pleating them, were taken for compleat. His own 
graceful perſon, and his chariot filled with his- five 


riſpu 
dien 
o feigl 
nſciou 


t hin children, heightened the ſhew and the delight of: 
eſer\t, the beholders. Yet they were checked with. ſecret: 
recuted fears ; as they remembered, that popular-favour- 

thee hd proved malignant to his father Druſus ;. trat 
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« his uncle Marcellus was fnatched, in his youth 
< from the burning affections of the populace, and, 
that ever ſhort-lived and unfortunate were the 
© favourites of the Roman people.” 132 
Tiberius diftributed to the people in the name d 
Germanicus, three hundred ſeſterces * a man, and 
named himſelf his Collegue in the Conſulſhip. Nor 
even thus did he gain the opinion of tenderneſs and 
ſincerity. In effect, on pretence of inveſting the 
young Prince with freſh preferment and honours, he 
reſolved to alienate him from Rome; and, to a. 
complith it, craftily framed an occaſion, or ſnatched 
ſuch a one as chance prefented. Archelaus had en. 
zoyed the Kingdom of Cappadocia now fifty years, 


a Prince under the deep diſpleaſure of Tiberius, be- 


caufe in his retirement at Rhodes, the King had 


warnings. given him by the confidents of Auguſtus; 
for that the young Caius Cæſar, the preſumptive 


heir to the Sovereignty, then lived, and was ſcat 
ta compaſe and adminiſter the affairs of the Eaſt; 
hence the friendſhip of Tiberius was reckoned then 


erous. But when, by the utter fall of the fi- 


dang 

mily of the Cæſars, he had gained the Empire, he 
enticed. Archelaus to Rome, by means of letters 
from his mother, who, without diſſembling her 


ſon's reſentment, offered the King his mercy, pro- 


vided he came and in perſan implared it. He, who 
was either ignorant of the ſnare, or dreaded vio- 
lence if he had appeared to perceive it, haſtened to 


the City ; where he was received by Tiberius with 
great fternneſs and wrath, and ſoon after accuſed 
as a criminal in the Senate. The crimes alledged 


_ againſt him were mere fictions ; yet, as equal treat- 
ment is unuſual to Kings, and, to be treated like 


* Seven Crowns and a half, | 
male- 


paid him no ſort of court nor diſtinction; an omil- 
fon which proceeded from no diſdain, but from the 
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malefactors, intolerable; Archelaus, who was broken 
with grief as well as age, by choice or fate ended 
his life. His Kingdom was reduced into a pro- 
vince, and by its revenues Tiberius declared, the 
tax of the hundredth penny would be abated, and 
reduced it for the future to the two hundredth. At 
the ſame time died Antiochus, King of Comagena, 
as alſo Philopater, King of Cilicia; and great 


g the ¶ combuſtions ſhook theſe nations; whilſt many of 
rs, be the people deſired the Roman Government, and 
o ac- ¶ many were addicted to domeſtic Monarchy. The 
tched I provinces too of Syria and Judea, as they were 


id en- 


years, 
85 be- 


oppreſſed with impoſitions, prayed an abatement 


of tribute. 
Theſe affairs, and fuch as I have above related 


had Neoncerning Armenia, Tiberius repreſented to the 
omil- Fathers, and, that the commotions of the Eaſt 
m the could only be ſettled by the wiſdom and abilities 
tus; of Germanicus. For himſelf; his age now de- 
tive WF clined, and that of Druſus was not yet ſufficiently 
ſent I ripe.” The provinces beyond the ſea were thence 
Eaſt; {decreed to Germanicus, with authority ſuperior. to 
| then all thoſe who obtained provinces by lot, or the no- 
e fa- ¶ mination of the Prince. But, Tiberius had already 

aken care to remove from the government of Syria 


reticus Silanus, one united to Germanicus in do- 
meſtic alliance, by having betrothed his daughter to 
Nero, the eldeſt ſon of Germanicus. In his room 
e had preferred Cneius Piſo, a man of violent tem- 
ter, incapable of ſubjection, and heir to all the fe- 
ocity and haughtineſs of his father Piſo; the ſame. 
Who, in the civil war, aſſiſted the reviving party. 
cuſed Ngainſt Cæſar in Africa, with vehement efforts, then 
doed Nollowed Brutus and Caffius, but had at laſt leave 
reat- o come home; yet diſdained to ſue for any public 
| like fiices ; nay, was even courted by Auguſtus to ac- 
ept the Conſulſhip. His ſon, beſides his hereditary 
de and impetuoſity, was elevated with the nobi- 
nale- F © ty 
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lity and wealth of Plancina his wife. Scarce yieldel and u 
he to Tiberius, and, as men far beneath him, de. compe 
ſpiſed the ſons of Tiberius. Neither did he doultM their 
but he was ſet over Syria on purpoſe to defeat I each 
the views of Germanicus. Some even believe, M ful, tl 
that he had to this purpoſe ſecret orders from Ti.M eſteen 
berius ; as it was certain, that Livia directed Plan Maro 
cina to exert the ſpirit of the ſex, and by conſtau men; 
emulation and indignities, to perſecute Agrippin: the de 
For, the whole court was rent, and their affect popul 
ſecretly. divided between Druſus and Germanicu; He 
Tiberius was partial to Druſus, as his own ſon V derats 
generation; others loved Germanicus ; the mor Armi 
for the averſion of his uncle, and for being by h Semn 
mother, of more illuſtrious deſcent ; as Marc Au and « 
thony was his grandfather, and Auguſtus his gren Oaccef 
uncle. On the other ſide, Pomponius Atticus, Ingui 
Roman Knight, by being the great grandfather iſ Marc 
Druſus, ſeemed thence to have derived a ſtain up an ol 
the images of the Claudian houſe. Beſides, Agri Arm 
pina, the wife of Germanicus, did in the fruitful 


were 
nels of her body, and the reputation of her virtue like 
far excel Livia the wife of Druſus. Yet the tu tor | 
brothers lived in amiable dearneſs and concord, ui with 
wiſe ſhaken or eſtranged by the reigning contentioM ftren 
amongſt their ſeparate friends and adherents. and 
D ruſus was ſoon after ſent into Illyricum, in ord] mini 
to inure him to war, and gain him the affection as he 
of the army. Beſides, Tiberius thought that tix] feats 
2 who lived wantoning in the luxuries of * Le 

ome, would be reformed in the camp, and tu R. 
his own ſecurity would be enlarged when both h * ſo. 
ſons were at the head of the Legions. But, e with 
pretence for ſending him was the protection of H, ne 
Suevians, who were then imploring aſſiſtance again de 
the power of the Cheruſcans. For, theſe natio- w 
who ſince the departure of the Romans, ſaw them * th 
ſelves no longer threatened with terrors fromabro 14 
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| * the alliance of Rome : a betrayer of his country, 
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Book II. 
and were .then particularly engaged in a national 
competition for glory, had relapſed, as uſual, into 
their old inteſtine feuds, and turned their arms upon 


109 


each other. The two people were equally power- 
ful, their two leaders equally brave, but differently 
eſteemed, as the title of King had drawn upon 
Maroboduus the hate and averſion of his country- 
men ; whilſt Arminius, as a champion warring for 
the defence of liberty, was the univerſal object of 
popular affection. | 
Hence not only the Cheruſcans and their confe- 
derates, they who had been the ancient ſoldiery of 
Arminius, took arms; but to him too revolted the 
Semnones and Langobards, both Suevian nations, 
and even ſubjects of Maroboduus ; and by their 
acceſſion he would have exceeded in puiſſance, but 
Inguiomerus with his band of followers. deſerted to 
Maroboduus ; for no other cauſe than diſdain, that 
an old man and an uncle like himſelf, ſhould obey 
Arminius a young man his nephew. Both armies 
were drawn out, with equal hopes ; nor disjointed, 
like the old German battles, into ſcattered parties 
tor looſe and random attacks ; for, by long war 
with us, they had learnt to follow their enſigns, to 
ſtrengthen their main body with parties of reſerve, 
and to obſerve the orders of their Generals. Ar- 
minius was now on horſeback viewing all the ranks : 
as he rode through them he magnified their paſſed 
feats; © their liberty recovercd, the ſlaughtered 
* Legions ; the ſpoils of arms wreſted from the 
© Romans ; monuments: of victory {till retained in 
* ſome of their hands.” Upon Maroboduus he fell 
with contumetious names, as a fugitive, one of 
no abilities in war; a coward, who had ſought 
* defence from the gloomy coverts of the Hercynian 
* wood, and then by gifts and ſolicitations, courted 


* alifeguard-man of Cæſar's, worthy to be exter- 
© minated 
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© minated with no leſs hoſtile vengeance than in th kills; a 
«< ſlaughter of Quinctilius Varus they had ſheyn, ¶ deſertie 
Let them only remember ſo many battles brayeh he ceti: 
* fought; the events of which, particularly the Embaff 
© utter expulſion of the Romans, were ſufficien {MWThey \ 
« proofs with whom remained the glory of the {MW invol 
© war.” 6 cans 
Neither did Maroboduus fail to boaſt himſelf, N warr 
and to depreciate the foe. © In the perſon of In. fired 
guiomerus, he ſaid, (holding him by the hand) away, 
© reſted the whole renown of the Cheruſcans ; and Ngociato 
from his counſels began all their exploits that The 
© ended in ſucceſs. Arminius, a man of a frantic {Wovertu! 
< ſpirit, and a novice in affairs, aſſumed to himſel{ Hin the 1 
the glory of another, for having by treachery ſur. Nere u 
« prized three Legions, which expected no foe, ſry ag: 


© and their leader, who feared no fraud; a ba: ſſiclds; 
« ſurprize, revenged ſince on Germany with heavy NVoured 
{ubſt 


« ſflaughters, and on Arminius himſelf with do- 
6 way infamy, while his wife and his fon ſtil 
© bore the bonds of captivity. For himſelf ; when 
attacked formerly by Tiberius at the head o 


© twelve Legions, he had preſerved unſtained the ſHcuflion 


glory of Germany, and on equal terms ended the Nromiſ 
© war. Nor did he repent of the treaty, ſince it end rer 
vas ſtill in their hands to wage anew, equal war Witants 
£ with the Romans, or fave blood and maintain {Weld th 
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ans, 

mans 

ieroc 


© peace.” The armies, beſides the incitements 
from theſe ſpeeches, were animated by national ſti- 
mulations of their own. The Cheruſcans fought 
for their ancient renown, the Langobards for theit 
recent liberty; and the Suevians and their King, on 
the contrary, were ſtruggling for the augmentation 
of their monarchy. Never did armies makea fiercer Neſolat 
onſet, never had net a more ambiguous event; 
for, both the right wings were routed, and hence 
a freſh encounter was certainly expected, until Ma- 


roboduus drew off his army and encamped 2 SA 
hills; 
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* Two hundred and fifty thouſand Crowns, 
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hills; a manifeſt ſign that he was humbled ; frequent 
deſertions too leaving him at laſt naked of forces, 
he retired to the Marcomannians, and thence ſent 
Embaſſadors to Tiberius, to implore ſuccours. 
They were anſwered, <* That he had no right to 
© invoke aid of the Roman arms againſt the Cheruſ- 
«cans; ſince to the Romans, while they were 
© warring with the ſame foe, he had never admini- 
« fired any aſſiſtance. Druſus was however ſent 
away, as I have ſaid, with the character of a ne- 


The ſame year, twelve noble cities of Aſia were 
verturned by an earthquake. The ruin happened 


in the night, and the more dreadful as its warnings 
ere unobſerved. Neither availed the uſual ſanctu- 


ry againſt ſuch calamities, namely, a flight to the 


belds; ſince thoſe who fled, the gaping earth de- 


oured. It is reported, That mighty mountains 
ſubſided, plains were heaved into high hills; 
and that with flaſhes and eruptions of fire, the 
mighty devaſtation was every where accompanied.“ 


The Sardians felt moſt heavily the rage of the con- 
uſhon, and therefore moſt compaſſion; Tiberius 
promiſed them a hundred thouſand great ſeſterces *, 
und remitted their taxes for hve years. The inha- 
bitants of Magneſia under Mount Sipylus, were 
held the next in ſufferings, and had proportionable 


dief. The Temnians, Philadelphians, the Egea- 
ans, Apollonians, with thoſe called the Mofte-- 


mans or Macedonians of Hyrcania, the cities too of 


ierocæfarea, Myrina, Cyme and Tmolus; were 


ul for the ſame term eaſed of tribute. It was like- 


iſe reſolved to ſend one of the Senate to view the 


deſolations, and adminiſter proper remedies. Mar- 


us Aletus was therefore choſen, one of Prætorian 


Jank; becauſe a Conſular Senator then governing 


Aſia, 
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Aſia, had another of the like quality been ſent, a The 
emulation between equals was apprehended, an waxed 
conſequently oppolition and delays. [cla V. 
The credit of this noble bounty to the public jor 7 

he increaſed by private liberalities, which prove deifi 
_ equally popular; the eſtate of the wealthy Emill 8 
Muſa, claimed by the exchequer, as ſhe died in. adulter 
teſtate, he ſurrendered to Emilius Lepidus, to whoſt on 
family ſhe ſeemed to belong; as alſo to Marcy made | 
Servilius, the inheritance of Patuleius, a rich Ro. , _ 
man Knight, though part of it had been bequeathet Ml, oo 
to himſelt ; but he found Scrvilius named ſole her, 1 
in a former and wel- atteſted will. He ſaid, fudMl... ( 

was © the nobility of both, that they deſerved tohe a de 
© ſupported,” Nor did he ever accept to himk| Ie 
any man's inheritance, but where former friendihy c 1855 
gave him a title. The wills of ſuch as were {tra- ** 
gers to him, and of ſuch as, from hate and prej- . 
dice to others, had appointed the Prince their he, 12 00 


he utterly rejected. But, as he relieved the hone! 
poverty of the virtuous, ſo he degraded from the 1405 
Senate, (or ſuffered to quit it of their own accor. 
Vibidius Varro, Marius Nepos, Appius Appians, H. R 

Cornelius Sylla, and Quintus Vitellius, all prod: W 


gals, and only through debauchery indigent. my 
About this time, Tiberius finiſhed and conſe ws 


crated what Auguſtus began, the Temples of tis 
Gods conſumed: by age or fire ; that near the gret 
Circus, vowed by Aulus Poſthumius the Dictator 
to Bacchus, Proſerpina and Ceres; in the fant 
place the 'Femple of Flora, founded by Luc 
Publicius and Marcus Publicius, while they wet 
Mdiles; the Temple of Janus, built in the Hei 
Market by Caius Duillius, who firſt ſignalized ti 
Roman power at ſea, and merited a nayal triunyl 
over the Carthaginians. That of Hope was det: 
cated by Germanicus. This Temple Atilius I! 
vowed in the lame war. 7 
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The Law of violated Majeſty, in the mean time, 


waxed intenſe, and by it an accuſer impleaded Apu- 
Jia Varilia, grand-niece to Auguſtus by his ſiſter ; 
for that with opprobrious words ſhe had reviled the 
deified Auguſtus, Tiberius and his mother; and 


being nearly allied to the Emperor, had ſtained by 
adultery, the Cæſarean blood. Concerning the 
adultery, ſufficient proviſion was thought already 
made by the Julian Law; and the crimes of ſtate, 
Tiberius deſired, might be ſeparated: If ſhe had 
+ uttered impious ſpeeches of Auguſtus, ſhe muſt 
© be condemned; but, for invectives againſt him- 
* ſelf, he would not have her called to any account.“ 
The Conſul aſked him, What would be his ſen- 
© timents, if ſhe were convicted of defaming his 
* mother ?? To this he made no anſwer; but next 
ſitting of the Senate, he prayed too in her name, 
That no words ſpoken againſt her, might to any 
© one be 1mputed for crimes ;* and acquitted Apu- 
leia of the treaſon ; of her puniſhment too for adul- 
tery, he begged a mitigation, and prevailed, that, 
by the example of our anceſtors, ſhe ſhould be 
* removed by her kindred two hundred miles from 
Rome.“ Manlius her adulterer was interdicted 
Italy and Africa. 7 
A debate at this time aroſe about ſubſtituting a a 
Prætor in the room of Viſpanius Gallus, removed 
by death. Germanicus and Druſus (for they were 
yet at Rome) eſpouſed Haterius Agrippa, kinſman 
to Germanicus. Many, on the contrary, inſiſted, 
that the number of children ſhould decide it, and the 
candidate who had moſt be preferred ; for this was 
the voice of the Law. Tiberius rejoiced to ſeethe 
Senate engaged in a contention between his ſons 
and the laws. The Jaw, without doubt, was van- 
quiſhed, yet not inſtantly, and by a ſmall majority; 
but with the ſame ſtruggle that laws were vanquiſh- 

ed when laws were in force. 
This 


were under his command ; a handful of men at moſt, 


Moors! But it was his firſt care not to intimidate 


the reſtorer of Rome and his fon, the glory of com- 
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This year, a war began in Africa, conducted by 
'Tacfarinas, He was a native of Numidia, and hi 
ſerved amongſt the auxiharies in the Roman armies 
but deſerting the ſervice, gathered together, by the 
alturements of booty and rapine, at firſt a herd 9 
vagabonds and men inured to robberies ; then formel 
them, like an army, into regular companies of foot 
and troops of horſe, under diſtin ſtandards and 
colours. At length he was no longer eſteemed the 
leader of a diſorderly gang, but conſidered as Ge. 
neral of the Muſulanians. This powerful people, 


borderers upon the deſarts of Africa, {till wild, and 


without towns, took arms, and drew into the war 
the neighbouring Moors. Theſe too had a Genen 
of their own, his name Mazippa; and between the 
two leaders the army was divided, that, whill 
Tacfarinas encamped with the beſt men, armet 


after the faſhion of Romans, and accuſtomed then 


to diſcipline and command, Mazippa, with a f- 
ing band, might make excurſions on every ſide, 
with fire, ſlaughter and alarms. They had like- 
wiſe forced the Cinithians into their meaſures, a 
nation no wiſe deſpicable; when Furius Camillus 
Proconſul of Africa, marched againſt the enemy 
with one Legion, and what troops of the Allies 


when compared to the multitude of Numidians and 


them with numbers, and thence tempt them td 
elude fighting, and prolong the war. Indeed, be 
gave them hopes of victory, only to enable himſel 
to vanquiſh them. The Legion was placed in the 
center, the light cohorts, and two wings of hof 
on the right and left. Nor did Tacfarinas decline 
the combat. The Numidians were routed ; and, 
after a long ſeries of years, military renown fe. 
covered to the name of Furius. For ſince Camillu 
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mand and victories continued in other families. 
Even he whom I have mentioned, paſſed for a man 
deſtitute of military abilities and experience in war. 
Hence Tiberius magnified with the more unfeigned 
alacrity his exploits to the Senate, and to him the 
fathers decreed the enſigns of triumph. Yet to 
Camillus all this merit and diſtinction proved no 
ſnare, protected as he was by a life ſingularly modeſt 
and retired, HOES | 

The Conſuls for the following year were Tiberi- 
us the third time, Germanicus the ſecond. This 
dignity overtook Germanicus at Nicopolis, a city 
of Achaia, whither he arrived, * the coaſt of Illy- 


ricum, from viſiting his brother Druſus, then abid- 


ing in Dalmatia, and had ſuffered a tempeſtuous 
paſſage, both in the Adriatic and Ionian fea, He 
therefore ſpent a few days to repair his fleet, and 
viewed the while the Bay of Actium, renowned for 
the naval victory there, as alſo the ſpoils conſe> 
crazed by Auguſtus, and the Camp of 

with an affecting remembrance of theſe his an- 
ceſtors; for Anthony, as I have ſaid, was his you 
uncle, Auguftus his grandfather. Hence this ſcene 


enem Wl proved to Germanicus a mighty ſource of images 
Allies I plealing and fad. Next he proceeded to Athens, 
t molt, il where, in conceſſion to that ancient city, allied to 
ns and Rome, he would uſe but one Lictor. The Greeks 
midate Wi received him with the moſt elaborate honours, and, 
1em t0 Bl to dignity their perſonal flattery, carried before him 
ed, be tablatures of the ſignal deeds and ſayings of his an- 
himſel il ceftors; _ | — 
| in the Hence he ſailed to Eubcea, thence to Lesbos, 
f horte I where Agrippina was delivered of Julia, who proved 
decline BF her laſt child. Then he kept the coaſt of Aſia, 
3 an and viſited Perinthus and Byzantium, cities of 
wn fe. Thrace, and entered the ſtreights of Propontis, 
amillu I and the mouth of the Euxine, fond of beholding 
f _ ancient places long celebrated by fame, He re- 
mall 


lieved, 


are wont, in terms dark and doubtful. 


and misfortunes of ancient Athens; her impoteſ 
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lieved, at the ſame time, the provinces where-eye 
diſtracted with inteſtine factions, or aggrieved vii 
the oppreſſions of their Magiſtrates. In his retun 
he ſtrove to ſee the religious rites of the Samothn- 
cians, but, by the violence of the north wind wx 
repulſed from the ſhore. As he paſled; he ſaw Try 
and her remains, venerable for the viciſſitude d 
her fate, and for the birth of Rome. Regaininy 
the coaſt of Aſia, he put in at Colophon, to conſul 
there the. Oracle of the Clarian Apollo. It is n 
Pythoneſs that- repreſents the God here, as 
Delphos, but a prieſt, one choſen from certain f. 
milies, chiefly of Miletus; neither requires he mor 
than juſt to hear the names and numbers of tht 
queriſts, and then deſcends into the oracular cave; 
where, after a draught of water from a ſecret ſpring, 
though ignorant for the moſt part of Letters aut 
Poetry, he yet utters his anſwers in Verſe, whid 
has for its ſubject the conceptions and wiſhes d 
each conſultant. © He was even ſaid to have ſum 
to Germanicus his haſtening fate, but, as Oracle 
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Now Cneius Pifo, hurrying to the execution d 
his purpoſes, terrified the city of Athens by a tem: 
peſtuous entry, and reproached them in a ſever 
ſpeech, with oblique cenſure of Germanicus, * tha 


debaſing the dignity of the Roman name, he haiſſcina re 
© paid exceſſive court, not to the Athenians, by but fre 
many ſlaughters long ſince extinct, but to ti ended 
then mixed ſcum of nations there; for that thel{Munveig} 
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rom a 
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© were they who had leagued with Mithridats 
© againſt Sylla, and with Anthony againſt As 
© guſtus.” He even charged them with the error 


attempts againſt the Macedonians ; her violens 
and ingratitude to her own citizens. He was 219 
an enemy to their city from perſonal anger; be- 


Cauſe they would not pardon, at his maul 5 
e 
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Theophilus, condemned by the Areopagus for for- 
zery. From thence, failing haſtily through the Cy- 
clades, and taking the ſhorteſt courie, he overtook 
Germanicus at Rhodes, but was there driven by a 
ſudden tempeſt upon the rocks; and Germanicus, 
who was not ignorant with what malignity and in- 


ade of vectives he was purſued, yet ated with ſo much 
aining{Whumanity, that, when he might have left him to 
onſui A periſn, and have referred to caſualty the deſtruction 


is of his enemy, he diſpatched galleys, to reſcue him 


as 1 from the wreck. This generous kindneſs, how- 
ain fever, aſſwaged not the animoſity of Piſo ; ſcarce 
mon could he brook a day's delay with Germanicus, 
of the but left him in haſte to arrive in Syria before him. 
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Nor was he ſooner there, and found himſelf amongſt 
the Legions, than he began to court the common 
men by bounties and careſſes, to aſſiſt them with 
bis countenance and credit, to form factions, to 
remove all the ancient Centurions, and every Tri- 
bune of remarkable diſcipline and ſeverity, and, in 
their places, to put dependents of his own, or men 
recommended only by their crimes. He permitted 
floth in the camp, licentiouſneſs in the towns, a 
ambling and diſorderly ſoldiery, and carried the cor- 
ption ſo high, that in the diſcourſes of the herd, 


ition d 
a tem- 
. {ever 


„ © thatgiſe was ſtiled Father of the Legions. Nor did Plan- 
. he haiWcina reftrain herſelf to a conduct ſeemly in her ſex, 
3, by but frequented the exerciſes of the cavalry, and at- 
t to tiMtended the decurſions of the Cohorts, every where 


at thel 
hridats 
oft Au: 


nveighing againſt Agrippina, every where againſt 
ermanicus ; and ſome, even of the moſt deſerv- 
ing ſoldiers, became prompt to baſe obedience, 


e errorom a rumour whiſpered abroad, that all this 
mpot:r was not unacceptable to Tiberius.“ | 

violent} Theſe doings were all known to Germanicus ; 
was all ut his more inſtant care was, to viſit Armenia, 
zer; VP" inconttant and reſtleſs nation from the beginning, 
eſt, ovrom the genius of the people, as well as from the 


Theo 
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ſituation of their country, which, bordering with 
a large frontier on our provinces, and ſtretchin 
thence quite to Media, is incloſed between the tw 
great Empires, and often at variance with them, 
with the Romans through antipathy and hatred, 
with the Parthians through competition and eny, 
At this time, and ever fince the removal of Ve. 
nones, they had no King; but the affections d 
the nations leaned to Zeno, fon of Polemon King 
of Pontus, becauſe by an attachment, from his in- 
fancy, to the faſhions and cuſtoms of the Arme- 
nians, by hunting, feaſting, and other uſages prac- 
tiſed * renowned amongſt the Barbarians, he had 
equally won the nobles and people. Upon his 
head, therefore, at the city of Artaxata, with the 
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— of the nobles, in a great aſſembly, MWithet 
ermanicus put the regal Diadem; and the Ar- {Wuttered 
menians doing homage to their King, ſaluted him, {Wults up 
Artaxias, a name which from that of their city, At t. 
they gave him. The Cappadocians, at this time Ning o 
reduced into the form of a province, received for lent t 
their Governor, Quintus Veranius; and, to rail betwe 
their hopes of the gentler dominion of Rome, ſeve- I to rer 
ral of the royal taxes were leſſened. Quintus der- woule 
vius was ſet over the Comagenians, then firſt ſub- N of th: 
jected to the juriſdiction of a Prætor. ume, 

From the affairs of the allies, thus all ſucceſs MW >yria, 
fully ſettled, Germanicus reaped no pleaſure, thro JW "cighl 
the perverſeneſs and pride of Piſo, who was or tie G 
dered to lead, by himſelf or his ſon, part of the I diſſent 
Legions into Armenia, but contemptuouſly neg- Herman 
lected to do either. They, at laſt, met at Cyr {Womans 
rum, the winter quarters of the tenth Legion, {s'ity 2 
whither each came with a prepared countenance; M, a 
Piſo to betray no fear, and Germanicus would not mle]f, 
be thought to threaten. He was indeed, as I have odeſty. 
1 of a humane and reconcileable ſpirit; }MWaritir 
but, officious friends, expert at inflaming animoli- I de re: 


ties, 
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viti ties, aggravated real offences, added fictitious, and 
ung with manifold imputations charged Piſo, Plancina, 
two and their ſons. To this interview Germanicus ad- 
em; WM mitted a few intimates, and began his complaints 
red, is ſuch words as diſſembled reſentment uſually dic- 
tates. Piſo replied with diſdainful ſubmiſſions, and 
they parted in open enmity. Piſo, hereafter, came 
rarely to the Tribunal of Germanicus; or, if he 


King did, fate ſternly there, and-in manifeſt oppoſition. 
$ in. Hie likewiſe publiſhed his ſpite at a feaſt of the Na- 
rme- bathean Kings, where golden Crowns of great 
prac- Weight were preſented. to Germanicus and Agrip- 
e had pina; but to Piſo and the reſt, ſuch as were light. 
hs This banquet, he ſaid, was made for the ſon of 


a Roman prince, not of a Parthian Monarch.” 


nbly, ith theſe words, he caſt away his crown, and 
> At- {Wittered many inveCtives againſt luxury. Sharp in- 
him, {Wults upon Germanicus ! yet he bore them. bY 
city, . At this time arrived Ambaſſadors from Artabanus 
time Ning of the Parthians, He ſent them to repre- 
d for {ent the ſtate of the mutual league and friendſhip 


between the two Empires, how deſirous he was 
ſere · ¶ to renew it; that, in honour to Germanicus, he 
5 Ser- would come to receive him as far as the banks 
t ſub - of the Euphrates ; and requeſted, in the mean 

ume, that Vonones might not be continued in 
icceſß· ria, leſt, taking the advantage of ſo near a 

neighbourhood, he ſhould, by correſponding with 


as d- he Grandees of Parthia, ingage them in a. civil 
of tie lilention and rebellion.” The anſwer given by 
7 neg- ermanicus, as far as related to the alliance of the 
t Cyr- mans and Parthians, was conceived in terms of 


guty and grandeur z but, of the coming of the 
ing, and the court and veneration intended to 


nance; 


ald not Enſelf, he ſpoke with becoming complaiſance and 

I have odeſty. Vonones was removed to Pompeiopolis, 
ſpirit; {Wuaritime city of Cilicia, a conceflion made, not 

zimoli- I de requeſt of Artabanus only, but in contumely 


ties, 


to 
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to Piſo, with whom Venones was high in favoy 
for the aſſiduous court and many preſents by which 
he had won Plancina. 

In the conſulſhip of Marcus Silanus and Lucin 
Norbanus, Germanicus travelled to Egypt, t, 
view. the famous Antiquities of the country ; thoug 
for the motives of the journey, the care and ii. 
ſpection of the province were publicly alledyet: 
and, indeed, by opening the granaries, he mitigate 
the price of corn, and practiſed many things grate 
ful to the people; walking without guards, his fes 
bare, and his habit the ſame with that of the 
Greeks; after the example of Publius Scipio, who, 
we are told, was conſtant in the ſame practices in 
Sicily, even during the rage of the Punic Wy 
there. For theſe his aſſumed manners and foreig 
habit, Tiberius blamed him in a gentle ſtile, bu 
cenſured. him with great aſperity for violating a 
eſtabliſhment of Auguſtus, and entring Alexandr 
without conſent of the Prince. For Auguſt 
amongſt other ſecrets of power, had ſet apart ail 
appropriated Egypt, and reſtrained the Senaton 
and dignified Roman Knights from going thith 
without licence; as he apprehended that Italy mig 
be diſtreſſed with famine, by any who ſeized thi 
province, the key to the Empire by ſea and lan 
and defenſible by a light band of men againſt ps 
tent armies. feb | 
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Germanicus, not yet informed that his jou} op1 
was cenſured, failed up the Nile, beginning at Crake, | 
nopus, one of its mouths, built by the Sparta llewhe 
as a monument to Canopus, a Pilot buried there, ﬀ"o tri 
the time when Menelaus, returning to Greece, wſc4ed | 
driven to different ſeas and the Libyan contin" erly fi 
Hence he viſited the next mouth of the river ſac wi 


to, Hercules. Him the natives aver to have bel Whil 
born amongſt them; that he was the moſt anceggoince 
of the name, and that all the reſt, who, with <uvp<ma: 

| virtue Vol. 
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as the power of Maroboduus was already broken, 2s i! 
he engaged them to perſiſt and complete his nin MM wer 
Amongſt the Gotones was a young man of quality, Yet 
his name Catualda, a fugitive long ſince from th old 
violence of Maroboduus, but now, in his diftre; nent 
reſolved on revenge. Hence, with a ſtout band paid 
he entered the borders of the Marcomannians, and, fate 
corrupting their chiefs into his alliance, ſtormed tie ſoon 
regal palace, and the caſtle fituate near it. In the MY duri: 


pillage were found the ancient ſtores of prey accu: the 
mulated by the Suevians, as alſo many victuallen Juli 
and traders from our provinces ; men who wer Ml :1ans 
drawn hither from their ſeveral homes, firſt by pi. with 
vilege of traffic, then retained by a paſſion to mul. preſe 
tiply gain, and at laſt, through utter oblivion d twee. 
their own country, fixed, like natives, in a hoc bad: 
ſoil, | As 
To Maroboduus, on every fide forſaken, 9 taxia 
other refuge remained but the mercy of Cæſar. Hi for t 
therefore paſſed the Danube where it waſhes H Druſ 
province of Norrica, and wrote to Tiberius, , vere 
however in the language of a fugitive or ſupplican Mars 
but with a ſpirit ſuitable to his late grandeu;ﬀſ two ( 
that many nations invited him to them, as a Kiy ful to 
© once ſo glorious; but he preferred to all u battle 
< friendſhip of Rome.” "The emperor anſwere theref 
< that in Italy he ſhould have a ſafe and honounbi poris 
retreat, and, when his affairs required his pt been! 
< ſence, the ſame ſecurity to return.“ But to ene m 
Senate he declared, that never had Philip of lu is his 


cedon been fo terrible to the Athenians ; 1 Partiti 
< Pyrrhus, nor Antiochus to the Roman peopl:yſ Upon 
The ſpeech is extant : in it he magnifies * th wilds, 


« preatneſs of the man, the fierceneſs and bra neight 
of the nations his ſubjects ; the alarming near diflona 
© of ſuch an enemy to Italy, and his own ali able; 

meaſures to deſtroy him.” Maroboduus was k *ualit 
at Ravenna, for a — and terror to the Sue ian ip, | 
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as if, when at any time they grew turbulent, he 
were there in readineſs to recover their ſubjection. 
Vet in eighteen years he left not Italy, but grew 
old in exile there; his renown too became emi- 
nently diminiſhed. Such was the price which he 
paid for an overpaſſionate love of life. The fame 
fate had Catualda, and no other ſanctuary ; he was 
ſoon after expulſed by the forces of the Hermun- 
durians, led by Vibilius, and being received under 
the Roman protection, was conveyed to Forum 
Julium, a Colony in Narbon Gaul. The Barba- 
rians, their followers, leſt, had they been mixed 
with the provinces, they might have diſturbed their 
preſent quiet, were placed beyond the Danube, be- 
tween the rivers Marus and Cuſus, and for their King 
had aſſigned them Vannius, by nation a Quadian. 
As ſoon as it was known at Rome, that Ar- 
taxias was by Germanicus given to the Armenians 
for their King, the fathers decreed to him and 
Druſus the leſſer Triumph. Triumphal arches 
were likewiſe erected, on each fide the Temple of 
Mars the Avenger, ſupporting the ſtatues of theſe 
two Cæſars; and for Tiberius, he was more joy- 
ful to have eſtabliſhed peace by policy, than it by 
battles and victories he had ended the war. He 
therefore alſo aſſailed by the ways of craft Rheſcu- 
poris a King of Thrace. That whole nation had 
been ſubject to Rhemetalces ; but, upon his death, 
one motety was by Auguſtus granted to Rheſcupo- 
is his brother, and one to Cotys his ſon. In this 
partition, the vales, cities, and territories bounding 
upon Greece, fell to Cotys; to Rheſcuporis the 
wilds, the hills, and the parts expoſed to a hoſtile 
neighbourhood. The two Kings were likewiſe 
diflonant in their genius, the former mild and agree- 
able; the latter cruel, rapacious, and impatient of 
equality, Yet, at firſt they lived in hollow friend- 
(hip, but, in a while, Rheſcuporis began to break 
| | in 2 bounds, 
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bounds, to ſeize for himſelf the portions of Coty, tu, 
and, where he met reſiſtance, to exerciſe violence; ver 
cautiouſly, it is true, and by degrees, in the life eff 
Auguſtus, to whoſe grant they owed both ther I letter 
Kingdoms; and, if his authority had been deſpiſed, MW mitte 
his vengeance was dreaded. But, upon the chang: Coty: 
of Emperors, he poured in bands of robbers, de. Hande 
moliſhed forts, and thus ſought to provoke war, Ia fni 
Tiberius was about no conſideration of ſtate , te 
anxious, as that things once ſettled ſhould never after lis o. 
be moleſted. He inſtantly diſpatched a Centurion ti Gd T 
the two Kings, to forbid their proceeding to a de. bling, 
ciſion by arms; and Cotys forthwith diſmiſſed the Rheſc 
forces he had raiſed. Rheſcuporis feigned ſubmiſ. ¶ cerred 
ſion, and deſired an interview, for that by treaty, Flac 
« he ſaid, they might adjuſt all their differences: Nich t 
and, upon the time, the place, and even upon the Hum; 
conditions, they quickly agreed, while one through Fla 
eaſineſs, one through fraud, yielded and accepted ound 
every propoſition. Rheſcuporis, for a ſanction, as Heat 
he pretended, to the league, added a banquet, and NVickec 
the feſtivity and drinking was prolonged till mid- pon! 
night, when Cotys, warm with wine and feaſting, s, 
and void of circumſpection, was ſuddenly loaded "Four 
with chains, deprecating in vain the brutal trez- ficers 
chery, * by the inviolable rights of Kings, by the Nad me 
© common Gods of their family, by that very ban. e mo 
« quet of ſacred pledge of concord and hoſpitality” N at 
Rheſcuporis, having now ſeized all Thrace, wrote ('® by 
to Tiberius, © that bloody ſnares were contrived (i'* th 
for him, but he had anticipated the contriver; mined 
and, pretending a war againſt the Baſternzans and W® div 
Scythians, fortified himſelf with new forces, hol . ma 
and foot. | us m 
He had a ſoft anſwer, that if he had practiſe! N m 
no guile, he might ſecurely truſt to his inno- Bf" the 
© cence; but, neither could he himſelf nor the erh P 


Senate, without hearing the cauſe, diſtinguiſh be- ſig ſen 
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© tween juſtice and violence: that therefore, deli- 
« vering up Cotys, he ſhould come, and upon him 
« effectually transfer the odium of the crime.“ This 
letter Latinius Pandus, Proprætor of Meſia, tranſ- 
mitted to Thrace, by the ſoldiers ſent to receive 
Cotys. Rheſcuporis, wavering long between fear 
and rage, determined at laſt rather to be guilty of 
a finiſhed than an imperfect villainy: he cauſed Co- 
tys to be murdered, and belied his death, as if by 
his own hands it had been procured. Neither yet 
did Tiberius change his favourite courſe of diſſem- 


bling, but, upon the death of Pandus, whom - 


Rheſcuporis alledged to have been his enemy, pre- 
ferred to the Government of Meſia Pomponius 
Flaccus, an ancient officer, one in cloſe friendſhip 


with the King, and by it more qualified to betray 
him; hence chiefly he was preferred. 


Flaccus paſſed into Thrace, and, though he 
ſound him full of heſitation, and revolving with 
eat diſmay upon the crying horror of his own 
vickedneſs, yet, by mighty promiſes, prevailed 
pon him to enter the Roman barrier. Here the 
King, on pretence of ſolemnity and honour, was 
urrounded with a ftrong party, and a crowd of 
ficers, who preſſed him by earneſt exhortations, 
nd many arguments, and the further they travelled 
e more apparent to him was his confinement ; ſo 
at at laſt, convinced of the neceſſity of going, he 
as by them haled to Rome. He was accuſed be- 
re the Senate by the wife of Cotys, and con- 
enned to exile far from his Kingdom. Thrace 
235 divided between Rhemetalces his ſon, who, it 
'as manifeſt, had oppoſed all his father's outra- 
ous meaſures; and the ſons of Cotys. Theſe 
ere minors, and placed with their Kingdom un- 
er the adminiſtration of Trebellienus Rufus, for- 
erh Prætor, after the example of our Anceſtors, 
o ſent Marcus Lepidus into Egypt, in quality of 
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guardian to the children of Ptolemy. Rheſcupom I His 
was tranſported to Alexandria, and there lain, . M by P 
tempting flight, or falſely charged with it. eaſe, 
At the ſame time, Vonones, who had been je. Ml founc 
moved, as I have above related, into Cilicia, cor. WM grave 
rupted his keepers, and endeavoured to eſcape h ef 
Armenia, thence to the Albanians and Heniochian, half | 
and then to his kinſman the King of Seythia. Thu craft 
pretending to hunt, and wells the maritim Ml infer 
coaſts, he gained the devious receſſes of the foreſt; chart 
and then, on a ſudden, rode full ſpeed to the Riv ploye 
N But, the country-nten, apprized of the ale 
7 


ng s flight, had broken the bridges ; neither wa ＋ 
the ſtream to be forded. Upon the banks therefor ſions 
of the river, he was by Vibius Fronto, General «ff * ſai 
horſe, put in bonds, and preſently after, by Rem ene 
mius, a reſumed Veteran, lately his keeper, ru "to 
through, in affected wrath, with a fword. Hen inf 
aroſe the ſtronger belief that, from conſciouſne * the 
of ſraud, and dread of diſcovery, Vonones w ine 
ſlain. | | gie 
Germanicus returning from Egypt, learned iu 2c 

all his orders left with the Legions, and the If ter 
ſter- cities, were either intirely aboliſhed, or cor . 
tri.'y regulations eſtabliſhed ; a ground for his f Leno 
vere reſentment and reproaches upon Piſo. N 4nd 
leſs keen were the efforts and machinations of , fat 
againſt Germanicus. Yet Piſo afterwards dete mg: 
mined to leave Syria, but was detained by the f ſhoul 
lowing illneſs of Germanicus. Again, when | Gon 
heard of his recovery, and perceived that vol G 
were paid for his reſtoration, the Lictors, by MW Saur 
command, broke the folemnity, drove away i wiſe 
victims, already at the altars, overturned the apy * the 
ratus of the facrifice, and ſcattered the people coil 
Antioch employed in celebrating the feſtival. : fro 
then departed to Seleucia, waiting the event of! ; 1 


malady, which had again aſſaulted German 1 


ok If 


2Upori 
Ng at» 


en fe. 
1, col 
ape (4 
chiany, 
Thu 
aritim 
foreſts; 
e Rive 
| of the 
her wa 
1erefore 
neral oſ 
7 Rem: 
er, ru 

Hence 
1ouſneh 


les WA 


ned thi 
the L. 
or col. 
r his & 
o. Ne 
of Pit 
8 deter 
the fol 
when | 
at vor 
„ by 
way ti 
the apſ 
zeople ( 
val. 

nf of 


U 


norris 


His own perſuaſion too, that poiſon was given him 
by Piſo, heightened the cruel vehemence of the diſ- 
eaſe, Indeed, upon the floors and walls were 
found fragments of human bodies, the ſpoils of the 
grave, with charms and incantations, and the name 
of Germanicus graved on ſheets of lead, carcaſſes 
half burnt, beſmeared with gore, and other witch- 
crafts, by which ſouls are thought doomed to the 
infernal gods. Beſides, there were certain perſons, 
charged as creatures of Piſo, purpoſely ſent and em- 
ployed to watch the progreſs and efforts of the di- 
ſeaſe. 

Theſe things filled Germanicus with apprehen- 
ſions great as his reſentment. If his doors, he 
© ſaid, were beſieged, if under the eyes of his 
© enemies he muſt render up his ſpirit, what was 
© to be expected to his unhappy wife, what to his 


infant children? The progreſs of poiſon was 


thought too ſlow. Piſo was impatient, and urg- 
ing with eagerneſs to command alene the Le- 
© gions, to poſſeſs alone the province: but Germa- 
© nicus was not ſunk to ſuch lowneſs and impo- 
* tence, that the price of his murder ſhould remain 
* with the murderer :* and by a Letter to Piſo, he 
renounced his friendſhip. Some add, that he com- 
manded him to depart the province. Nor did Piſo 
tarry longer, but took ſhip, yet checked her ſail- 
ing, in order to return with the more quickneſs, 
ſhould the death of Germanicus the while leave the 
Government of Syria vacant. 

Germanicus, after a ſmall revival, drooping 
again, when his end approached, ſpoke on this 
wiſe to his attending friends. Were I to yield to 
* the deſtiny of nature, Juſt, even then, were my 
* complaints againſt the Gods, for hurrying me 
* from my parents, my children, and my country, 
* by a haſty death, in the prime of life. Now, 
* ſhortened in my courſe by the malignity of Piſo, 
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ſorrow of the province, and of all the neighbouring 
wich countries; inſomuch that remote nations and fo- 
wha Ireign Kings were mourners : ſuch had been his 
miſe. Ncomplacency to our confederates ; ſuch his huma- 
. AlMhity to his enemies ! Alike venerable he was, whe- 
whol ther you ſaw him, or heard him; and without ever 


dime rank, he yet lived deſtitute of arrogance, 
and untouched by envy. 

The funeral, which was performed without ex- 
erior pomp or a proceſſion of images, drew its ſo- 


Jace v emnity from the loud praiſes and amiable memory 
. To f his virtues. There were thoſe who, from the 
ailing, ovelineſs of his perſon, his age, his manner of dy- 
ey zung, and even from the proximity of places where 


1is lat Noth departed, compared him in the circumſtance of 
anicus Nis fate, to the great Alexander; © each of a grace- 
er than ful perſon, each of illuſtrious deſcent; in years 
ndſnip neither much exceeding thirty; both victims to 
who IM the malice and machinations of their own people, 


mera in the midſt of foreign nations; but Germanicus, 


Ther gentle towards his friends, his pleaſures moderate, 


accuſe; confined to one wife, all his children by one bed; 
1e war: nor leſs a warriour, though not ſo raſh, however 

if be · I hindred from a final reduction of Germany, 
pledge broken by him in ſo many victories, and ready 
e dying for the yoke. So that had he been ſole arbiter of 
eir lives things, had he acted with the Sovereignty and 
to bös title of Royalty, he had eaſier overtaken him in 
$ to his the glory of conqueſts, as he ſurpaſſed him in cle- 
hildrem I mency, in moderation, and in other virtues.” 
to bers body, before its commitment to the pile, was 
Rome, hibited naked in the Forum of Antioch, the place 

irritate here the pile was erected. Whether it bore the 
» much{Warks of poiſon, remained undecided : for people, 


vas be they were divided in their affections, as they pi- 
danger Med Germanicus, and preſumed the guilt of Piſo, 
e hej Were partial to him, gave oppoſite accounts. 


ſorroy 


leparting from the grave port and dignity of his . 


5 Ic. 
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It was next debated amongſt the legates of the 
Legions, and the other Senators there, to whon 
ſhould be committed the adminiſtration of Syra: 
and, after the faint efforts of others, it was long 
diſputed between Vibius Marſus and Cneius Sen. 
tius. Marſus at laſt yielded to Sentius, the older 
man, and the more vehement competitor. By hin 
one Martina, infamous in that province for Prac- 
tices in poiſoning, and a cloſe confident of Plan- 
cina, was ſent to Rome, at the ſuit of Vitelliu, 
Veranius, and others, who were preparing crimi- 
nal articles againſt Piſo and Plancina, as againf 
perſons evidently guilty. 

Agrippina, though overwhelmed with forroy, 
and her body indiſpoſed, yet impatient of all delay 
to her revenge, imbarked with the aſhes of Ger: 
manicus, and her children, attended with univerſil 
commiſeration: That a Lady, in quality a Prin 
* ceſs, wont to be beheld in her late ſplendid wet 
lock with applauſes and adorations, was now ſeel 
bearing in her boſom herhuſband's funeral urn, ur 
certain of vengeance for him, and fearful for herſel, 
* unfortunate in her fruitfulneſs, and from ſo man 
children obnoxious to fo many blows of fortune. 
Piſo, the while, was overtaken at the Iſle of Cou 
by a meſſage, © that Germanicus was deceaſed, 
and cel it intemperately, ſlew victims and f. 
paired with thankfgiving to the Temples. Ye! 
however immoderate and undiſguiſed was his jo) 
more arrogant and inſulting proved that of Plancin, 
who immediately threw off her mourning, whid 
for the death of a ſiſter ſhe wore, and affumed! 
dreſs adapted to gaiety and gladneſs. | 

About him flocked the Centurions with officio 
repreſentations, © That upon him particularly wer 
bent the affections and zeal of the Legions, an 
he ſhould proceed to reſume the province, atf 
« injuriouſly taken from him, and now * k 
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Book II. 
« a Governor.“ As he therefore conſulted what 
he had beſt purſue, his ſon Marcus Piſo adviſed, 
| © a ſpeedy journey to Rome. 
nothing paſt expiation, was committed; neither 
were impotent ſuſpicions to be dreaded ; nor the 
idle blazonings of fame. 
« tention with Germanicus was, perhaps, ſubject _ 
to popular hate and averſion, but to no proſecu- 
© tion or penalty ; and, by bereaving him of the 
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Hitherto, he ſaid, 


His variance and con- 


province, his enemies were gratified. But if he 
returned thither, as Sentius would certainly op- 
© poſe him with arms, a civil war would thence be 
actually begun. Neither would the Centurions 
and ſoldiers perſiſt in his party, men with whom 
© the recent memory of their late Commander, and 
© an inveterate love to the Cæſars in general, were 
« {till prevalent.” 

Domitius Celer, one in intimate credit with Piſo, 
argued on the contrary, That the preſent event 
« muſt by all means be improved; it was Piſo, and 
not Sentius, who had commiſſion to govern Sy- 
* ria; upon him were conferred the juriſdiction of 
© Pretor, and the badges of Magiſtracy, and with 
© him the Legions were intruſted. So that if acts 
ol hoſtility were by his opponents attempted, with 
how much better warrant could he avow aſſum- 
ing arms in his own right and defence, who was 
* thus veſted with the authority of General, and 
* acted under ſpecial orders from the Emperor. 
© Rumours too were to be neglected, and left to pe- 
iſh with time. In truth, to the ſallies and vio- 
| lence of recent hate, the innocent were often 
* unequal. But were he once poſſeſſed of the Ar- 
my, and had well augmented his forces, many 
* things, not to be foreſeen, would from fortune 
* derive ſucceſs. Are we then prepoſterouſly haſt- 


* ening to arrive at Rome with the aſhes of Ger- 
* Manicus, that you may there fall, unheard and 
| | G 6 


© undefended, 
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< undefended, a victim to the wailings of Agrippina, whil 
a prey to the paſſionate populace governed by the ¶ have 
« firſt impreſſions of rumour ? Livia, it is true, is WW Legi 
& hon gg. Tiberius is your friend; but ME enga 
© both ſecretly : and indeed none will more pom- WM Pacu 
© pouſly bewail the violent fate of Germanicus, by L 
than ſuch as do mot ſincerely rejoice for it.” to 
Piſo, of himſelf prompt to violent purſuits, was or 
with no great labour perſuaded into this opinion, IM bod 
and, in a Letter tranſmitted to Tiberius, accuſed as we 
Germanicus of luxury and pride; that for him- cated 
« ſelf, he had been expulſed, to leave room for dan- ¶ arms 
gerous deſigns againſt the State, and now re- vadin 
* ſumed, with his former faith and loyalty, the ¶ head 
care of the Army.“ In the mean time he put Do- ¶ eſolu 
mitius on board a galley, and ordered him to avoid Ne 
appearing upon the Coaſts or amongſt the Iſles, but, ¶ thus 
through the main ſea, to ſail to Syria. The defer- {Wto his 
ters, who from all quarters were flocking to him in I Caſtle 
crowds, he formed into companies, and armed all Meri. 
the retainers to the Camp; then ſailing over to the {lhe pr 
continent, intercepted a regiment of recruits, upon ters. 
their march into Syria, and wrote to the ſmall bis ov 
Kings of Cilicia to affiſt him with preſent ſuccours. {Wind bi 
Nor was the younger Piſo flow in proſecuting all I To th 
the meaſures of war, though to adventure a war Liei 
had been againſt his ſentiments and advice. * fron 
As they coaſted Licia and Pamphylia, they en- mitt 
countered the ſhips which carried Agrippina, with their 
hoſtile ſpirits on each ſide, and each at firſt pre- I thus 
pared for combat; but as equal dread of one an- bis c 
ther poſſeſſed both, they proceeded not further than conh 
mutual contumelies, Vibius Marſus particularly ¶ oppo 
ſummoned Piſo, as a criminal, to Rome, there to man 
make his defence. He anſwered, with deriſion, will 
That when the Prætor, who was to fit upon poi. 
ſonings, had aſſigned a day to the accuſers and 
the accuſed, he would attend.“ Domitius, the 
5 | whule, 
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while, landing at Laodicea, a city of Syria, would 
have proceeded to the winter-quarters of the fixth 
Legion, which he believed to be the moſt prone to 
engage in novel attempts, but was prevented by 
Pacuvius, its commander, Sentius repreſented this 
by Letter to Piſo, and warned him, at his peril 


[© to infect the Camp by miniſters of corruption, 


© or to aſſail the province by war, and drew into 
a body ſuch as he knew loved Germanicus, or ſuch 
33 were averſe to his foes. Upon them he incul- 
cated with much ardour, that Piſo was with open 
arms attacking the majeſty of the Prince, and in- 
wading the Roman ſtate; and then marched at the 
head of a puiſſant body, equipped for battle, and 
reſolute to engage. 

Neither Failed Piſo, though his enferprizes had 
thus far miſcarried, to — the ſecureſt remedies 
to his preſent perplexities, and therefore ſeized a 
Caſtle of Silicia ſtrongly fortified, its name Celen- 
dis. For, to the Auxiliary Cilicians, ſent him by 
the pretty Kings, he had joined his body of deſer- 
ters, as alſo the recruits lately intercepted, with all 
his own and Plancina's ſlaves; and thus in number 
and bulk, had of the whole compoſed a Legion. 
To them he thus harangued ; I, who am the 
Lieutenant of Cæſar, am yet violently excluded 
from the province which to me Czſar has com- 
' mitted ; not excluded by the Legions, (for by 
their invitation I am arrived) but by Sentius, who 
* thus diſguiſes, under feigned crimes againſt me, 
his own animoſity, and perſonal hate. But with 
confidence you may ſtand in battle, where the 
oppoſite army, upon the fight of Piſo, a Com- 
| mander lately by themſelves ſtiled their Father, 
will certainly refuſe to fight ; they know too, 
that were right to decide it, I am the ſtronger ; 
and of no mean puiſlance in a trial at arms.” He 


arrayed his men without the fortifications on a 
| hill 
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hill ſteep and craggy, for all the reſt was begirt by 
the ſea, Againſt them ſtood the Veterans regularh 
embattled, and ſupported with a body of reſerve; 
ſo that here appeared the force of men, there onh 
the terror and ſtubborneſs of ſituation. On Piſos 
fide was no ſpirit, no hope, nor even weapons, 
fave thoſe of ruſties, for — 16- neceffity haſtily ac 
quired. As ſoon as they came to blows, the ifſu 
was no longer doubtful than while the Roman Co- 
horts ſtruggled up the ſteep. The Cilicians then 
fled, and ſhut themſelves up in the Caſtle. 
Piſo having the while attempted in vain to ſtorm 
the fleet, which rode at a ſmall diſtance, as ſoon 
as he returned, preſented himſelf upon the walls; 
where, by a ſucceſſion of paſſionate complaints and 
entreaties, now bemoaning in agonies the bitter. 
neſs of his lot, then calling and cajoling even 
particular ſoldier by his name, and by reward 
tempting all, he laboured to excite a ſedition; 
and thus much he had already effected, that 
the Eagle-bearer of the ſixth Legion revolte 
to him with his Eagle. This alarmed Sentius, 
and inſtantly he commanded the cornets and trum- 
to ſound, a mount to be raiſed, the ladder 
placed, and the braveſt men to mount, and other 


ſtones, and flaming torches. he obſtinacy d 
Piſo was at laſt vanquiſhed ; and he deſired, that, 
c upon delivering his arms, he might remain in tht 
« Caſtle till the Emperor's pleaſure, to whom be 
« would commit the Government of Syria, welt 
© known ;* conditions which were not accepted, 
nor was ought granted him, fave ſhips, and a pal 
port to Rome. 
After the illneſs of Germanicus became noiſt 
abroad there, and all its circumſtances, like 
mours magnified by diſtance, were related with 
many aggravations, ſadneſs ſeized the props. 7 
un 


to pour from the Engines volleys of darts, aui 
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burned with indignation, and even poured out in 


plaints the anguiſh of their ſouls: For this, they 
« ſaid, he had been baniſhed to the extremities of 
© the empire, for this the province of Syria was 
« committed to Piſo, and theſe the fruits of Livia's 
© myſterious conferences with Planeina. Truly 
© had our fathers ſpoken concerning his father Dru- 
« ſus,, that the poſſeſſors of rule beheld with an 
evil eye the popular ſpirit of their fons ; nor for 


© aught elſe were they ſacrificed, but for their equal 


treatment of the Roman people, and ſtudying to 
© reſtore the popular ſtate.” Theſe lamentations of 
the populace were, upon the tidings of his death, 
ſo inflamed, that, without ſtaying for an Edict from 
the Magiſtrates, without a BR of Senate, they 
by general conſent aſſumed a vacation; the publie 
Courts were deſerted, private houſes ſhut up, pre- 
valent every-where were the fymptoms of woe, 
heavy groans, diſmal ſilence; the whole a ſcene 
of real ſorrow, and nothing deviſed for form or 
ſhew; and, though they forbore not to bear the 
exterior marks and habiliments of mourning, in 
their ſouls they mourned ſtill deeper. Accidentally 
fome Merchants from Syria, who had left Germa- 
nicus {till alive, brought more joyful news of his 


condition. Theſe were inſtantly believed, and in- 


ſtantly proclaimed : each, as faſt as they met, in- 
formed others, who forthwith conveyed their light 
information with improvements, and accumulated 
joy, to more; all flew with exultation through 
the city, and, to pay their thanks and vows, burſt 
open the Temple doors. The night too heightened 
their credulity, and affirmation was bolder in the 
dark. Nor did Tiberius reſtrain the courſe of theſe 
fictions, but left them to vaniſh with time. Hence 
with more bitterneſs they afterwards grieved for him, 
a if anew ſnatched from them. ae 


Honours 
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Honours were invented and decreed to Germani. N niph 
eus, various as the affections and genius of the par. ¶ boaſt 
tieular Senators who propoſed them; that his . Gn 
© name ſhould be ſung in the Salian Hymns; Cu- are 
© rule Chairs placed for him _— the Prieſts WM:irne 
© of Auguſtus, and over theſe Chairs Oaken 
Crowns hung; his Statue in Ivory precede in the 
« Circenſian games; none but one of the Julian 
« race be, in the room of Germanicus, created 
Flamen or Augur: Triumphal arches were 
added, one at Rome, one upon the banks of the 
Rhine, one upon mount Amanus in Syria, with 
inſcriptions of his exploits, and a teſtimony ſub- 
joined, that he died for the Commonwealth ;' ; 
Sepulchre at Antioch, where his corps was burnt; 
a. tribunal at Epidaphne, the place where he ended 
his life. The multitude of ſtatues, the many places 
where divine honours were appointed to be paid 
him, would not be eaſily recounted. They would ed, 
have alſo decreed him, as to one of the maſters of ihe m: 
Eloquence, a golden ſhield, ſignal in bulk as in Wuniſh 
metal; but Tiberius offered to dedicate one him- What th 
« ſelf, ſuch as was uſual and of a like ſize with ot ela 
others; for that Eloquence was not meaſured by Weed a 
fortune; and it was ſufficiently glory, if he were BW! Seri 
ranked with ancient Writers.“ The Battalion Minati; 
called after the name of the Junii, was now, by the Wians ; 
Equeſtrian order, entitled the Battalion of Germa- Wendan 
nicus, and a rule made, that on every fifteenth of Miperſtj 
July, theſe troops ſhould follow, as their ſtandard, MW be tr 
the effigies of Germanicus. Of theſe honours ma- {ian ro 


ny continue, ſome were inſtantly omitted, or by{Mimate 
time are utterly obliterated. | 1 
In the height of this public ſorrow, Livia, ſiſters by: 
to Germanicus, and married to Druſus, was de- Nies. 
livered of male twins; an event even in middling After 
families, rare and acceptable, and to Tiberius ſuch e plac 
might) 
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nam: mighty matter of joy, that he could not refrain 
> par- WW boaſting to the fathers, that to no Roman of the 
at his WW ſame eminence, before him, were ever two chil- 


; Cu. deren born at a birth.“ For to his own glory he 
Pricſts turned all things, even things fortuitous. But to 
Jaken Ie people, at ſuch a ſad conjuncture, it brought 
in the {freſh anguiſh, as they feared that the family of Dru- 
Julian us, thus increaſed, would preſs heavy upon that 
reated Hof Germanicus, | | 
were The ſame year the lubricity of women was by 
of the the Senate 0 with ſevere laws; and it was 


, with Mhrovided, © that no woman ſhould become vena}, 
y ſub- if her father, grandfather or huſband, were Ro- 
th;' 2 man Knights.“ For Viſtilia, a Lady born of a 
durnt; rrætorian * had, before the Tales, pub- 
ended Hiſhed herſelf a proſtitute, upon a cuſtom allowed 
places by our anceſtors, who thought that proſtitutes were, 
e paid Wy thus avowing their infamy, ſufficiently puniſh- 
would Wed. Titidius . too was queſtioned, that in 
ſters of Ne manifeſt guilt of his wife, he had neglected the 
as in Wuniſhment preſcribed by the law; but he alledged, 
e him- What the ſixty days allowed for conſultation, were 
ze with Wot elapſed; and it was deemed ſufficient to pro- 


red by 
je were 
ittalion 


ed againſt Viſtilia, who was baniſhed to the Iſle 
if Seriphos. Meaſures were alſo taken for exter- 
nating the ſolemnities of the Jews and Agyp—- 


by the ans; and by decree of Senate four thouſand deſ- 
Jerma- Mendants of franchiſed ſlaves, all tainted with that 
enth of Miperſtition, but of proper ſtrength and age, were 
andard, Io be tranſported to Sardinia, to reſtrain the Sardi- 


urs ma- 


i lan robbers ; and if, through the malignity of the 
, or 0 


mate, they periſhed, deſpicable would be the 
5, The reſt were doomed to depart Italy, un- 


a, ſiſter fs by a ſtated day they renounced their profane 
Was de- tes, ; | | 
niddling After this, Tiberius repreſented, that, to ſupply 
ius ſuch he place of Occia, who had preſided ſeven and 


mighty Wy years with the higheſt ſanctimony over the 


Veſtals, 
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Veſtals, another Virgin was to be. choſen, a 
thanked. Fonteius Agripppa, and Aſinius Polly 
that, by offering their daughters, they contends 
in good offices towards A Pal 
lio's daughter was preferred, for nothing elſe by 
that her mother had ever continued in the fan 
wedlock ; for Agrippa, 1 divorce, had impairg 
the credit of his houſe. Upon her who was pd 
poned, Tiberius, in conſolation, beſtowed for he 
fortune a thouſand great ſeſterces . 

As the people murmured at the ſevere dearth d 
corn, he ſettled grain at a price certain, to the 
buyer, and undertook to pay fourteen-pence a mer 
ſure to the ſeller. Neither yet would he accey 
the name of Father of his Country, a title offerd 
him before, and for theſe bounties, now again; 
nay, he ſharply rebuked ſuch as tiled theſe pr 
viſions of his, divine eccupations, and him, Li! 
Hence freedom of ſpeech became cramped and in 
ſecure under ſuch a Prince, one who dreaded libe 
ty, and abhorred flattery. 3 

I find in the Writers of thoſe times, ſome of the 
Senators, that in the Senate were read Letters fra 
Adgandeſtrius, Prince of the Cattians, undertakin 
to diſpatch Arminius, if in order to it poiſon wet 
ſent him; and an anſwer returned, that not 
© frauds and blows in the dark, but armed, and i 
© the face of the ſun, the Roman people took ve 
© geance on their foes.” In this Tiberius gaind 
equal glory with our ancient Captains, who rejec 
and diſcloſed a plot to poiſon King Pyrrhus. 4 
minius, however, who, upon the departure of u 
Romans, and expulſion of Maroboduus, aimed 
Royalty, became thence engaged in a firug 
againſt the Liberty of his country, and, in deient 
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n, al ef their Liberty, his countrymen took arms againſt 
Polls nim: So that, while with various fortune he con- 
ntendel Itended with them, he fell by the treachery of his 
Fa. own kindred. The deliverer of Germany without 
ſe du doubt he was, one who aſſailed the Roman power, 
e ſame not like other Kings and Leaders, in its firſt ele- 
mparaM ments, but in its higheſt pride and elevation; one 
8 pol- ſometimes beaten in battle, but never conquered in 
for he war. Thirty- ſeven years he lived, twelve he com- 
manded; and, amongſt theſe barbarous nations, his 
memory is ſtill celebrated in their ſongs, though his 
name be unknown in the Annals of the Greeks, 


earth d 
to the 


> a mer who only admire their own national exploits and 
e * renown; nor, even amongſt the Romans, does 
offer 


ren this great Captain bear much diſtinction, while, 
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we only delight to magnify men and feats of old. 
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The SUMMARY, 


Agrippina returns to Italy with the aſhes and chilun ranger 
of Germanicus, The paſſionate Teal of the pep: Nciouſ 
towards her, and them, and his memory. His fi: Ny, c 
neral; with the behaviour of Tiberius and Livia Nadieſt 
on that occaſion. Druſus returns to Iuhricum, as ſoon 
does Piſo to Rome, and is tried as the paiſoner if ere fill 


Germanicus, deſpairs of acquittal, and kills hineh 
Tacfarinas renews the war in Africa, and is 1. 
preſſed by Apronius the N there. The tri 
and condemnation of Lepida Æmilia, for adult) 
and poiſoning. The law Papia Poppæa, ny 
abuſed, now refrained. Freſh commitions in Afria, 
by Tacfarinas, Junius Blæſus ſent 1e oppoſe bin. 
Certain Roman Knights condemned upon the Law 
Majeſty vi:lated. Revolts in both Gauls, condullu 
by Julius Sacrovir, and Julius Florus; the fi 
tragical to the revalters, and their chiefs. C. Li- 
torus, 
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torius, a Roman Knight, condemned upon the Law 
of Majeſly, and executed in priſen. The cure of 
luxury attempted, and drapped. Druſus made part- 
ner with his father in the power Tribunitial. The 
Prigſt of Jupiter, not all:wed to ballet for a Pro- 
vince, The Greek Sanctuaries, their claims, ex- 
amined and ref med. C. Silanus condemned for 
bribery and treaſon. Junius Blæſus routs Tacfari- 
nas, and takes his broth:r priſoner. Junia, the 
illuſtrious ſiſter of the famous Marcus Brutus, and 
widow of Caſſius, her death and funeral. | 


4 


A Grippina, notwithſtanding the roughneſs of 
winter, purſuing without intermiffion her 
vitterous voyage, put in at the Iſland Corcyra, 
tuated over-againſt the coaſts of Calabria. Here, 
o ſettle her ſpirit, ſhe ſpent a few days, violent in 
er grief, and a ſtranger to patience. Her arrival 
ing the while divulged, all the particular friends 
her family, moſtly men of the ſword, many who 
ad ferved under Germanicus, and even many 


hildrnWangers, from the neighbouring towns, ſome in 
peak iiciouſneſs towards the Emperor, more for com- 
is f. Ny, crowded to the City of Brunduſium, the 
Livia Hadieſt port in her way, and the ſafeſt landing. 
mn, , ſoon as the fleet appeared in the deep, inſtantly 
ener Here filed, not the port alone and adjacent ſhores, 
biel. i the walls and roofs, and as far as the eye would 


15 tte 


„ filled with the ſorrowing multitude, They 


be trial Mere conſulting one from one, how they ſhould re- 
zullen ire her, landing, « whether with univerſal ſilence, 
„ ler with ſome note of acclamation,' Nor was it 
Africa nifeſt which they would do, when the fleet failed 
Je bin. Moly in, not, as uſual, with joyful ſailors and 
[aw if earful oars, but all things impreſſed with the face 
duc adneſs. After ſhe deſcended from the ſhip, ac- 
he fe mpanied with her two infants, carrying in her 
C. Yom the melancholy Urn, with her eyes caſt ſted- 
torivs, | ; dily 
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dily down; equal and univerſal were the groans 
the beholders: nor could you diftinguiſh relation 
from ſtrangers, nor the wailings of men from thi 
df women, unlefs that the new-comers, who wi 
recent in their ſallies of grief, exceeded Aprippin 
attendants, wearied out with long lamentations, 
Tiberius had diſpatched two Prætorian Cohort 
with directions, that the Magiſtrates of Calabr, 
Apulia and Campania, ſhould pay their laſt offi 
to the memory of his fon: Upon the ſhould: 
therefore of the Tribunes and Centurions his aſt 
were borne ; before went the Enſigns, rough al 
unadorned, with the Faſces reverſed. As thi 
paſſed through the Colonies, the populace were! 
black, the Knights in purple; and each place, 2 
cording to its wealth, burnt precious rayment, pe 
fumes, and whatever elſe is uſed in funeral ſolen 
nities. Even they whoſe cities lay remote, i 
tended. To the Gods of the dead, they flew vt 
tims, they erected altars, and with tears and unit 
lamentations, teſtified their common ſorrow. Dn 
fas came as far as Terracina, with Claudius fi 
brother of Germanicus, and thoſe of his child 
who had been left at Rome. The Conſuls Ma 
cus Valerius and Marcus Aurelius (juſt then ente 
n their office) the Senate, and great part oft 


people, filled the road; a ſcattered proceſſion, ei 


walking and weeping his own way. In this mou 
ing, flattery had no ſhare; for all knew how r 


was the joy, how hollow the grief of Tiberius 


the death of Germanicus. 
Tiberius and Livia avoided appearing abroi 
Public lamentation they thought below their g 
deur; or, perhaps, they apprehended that il 
countenances, examined by all eyes, might fl 
deceitful hearts. That Antonia, mother to 
deceaſed, bore any part in the Funeral, I do! 
find either in the Hiſtorians or in the City Jo 
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-oans Hias, though beſides Agrippina, and Druſus, and 
elation)zudius, his other relations are likewiſe there re- 
m thiWorded by name; whether by ſickneſs ſhe was pre- 


10 Wi ented; or, whether her ſoul, vanquiſhed by ſor- 


ippiniWWow, could not bear the repreſentation of ſuch a 
ions. Inichty calamity. I would rather believe her to 


oho 0 


ive been conſtrained by Tiberius and Livia, who 


alabti eit not the palace; and, affecting equal affliction 
ꝛoulde ple of the mother, the grandmother too and uncle 
is abe were detained. | | 
ch all The day when his remains were repoſited in the 
\s thy Tomb of Auguſtus, various were the ſymptoms of 


were public grief; now an awful ſilence, then an uproar 


ce, of lamentation, the city in every quarter full of pro- 
it, prMceflions, the field of Mars in a blaze of torches. 


| folen 


Here the ſoldiers under arms, the Magiſtrates wich- 


te, ¶ out the Inſignia, the people by their tribes, all cried 
2w in concert, that the Commonwealth was fallen, 


J unite 
„ Dn 
Jius fl 


chilore 


© and henceforth there was no remain of hope ;* ſo 


they had forgot who bore ſway. But nothing 
pierced Tiberius more than the ardent affections of 


's Muß the people towards Agrippina, while they gave her 
enten ſuch titles as the ornament of her country, the 
t of only blood of Auguſtus, the ſingle inſtance of 
n, ei ancient virtue; and, while applying to Heaven, 


mouſn 
OW 1% 
Ius! 


* they might ſurvive the perſecuting and malig- 
F nant,” | 
There were thoſe who miſſed the Pomp of a pub- 


abr lic Funeral, and compared with this the ſuperior 
ir gu honours and magnificence beſtowed by Auguſtus on 
at 11988 that of Druſus the father of Germanicus ; that he 
it b © himſelf had travelled, in the ſharpneſs of win- 


* ter, as far as Pavia, and thence, continuing by 


do che corps, had with it entered the city; round 
e © his head were placed the Images of the Ca 
—_ | an 
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openly and boldly, that you would have believed 
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they implored © the continuance of her Ifſue, that 
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journey, his uncle not even at the gate. When 


| Book Ill 
and Julii ; he was mourned in the Forum; hi 
© Encomium' pronounced in the Roſtra's ; all on 
of honours, ſuch as were the inventions of on 
© anceſtors, or the improvements of their poſteriy 
© were heaped upon him. But to Germanicy 
© were denied the ordinary Solemnities, and ſug 
sas were due to every diſtinguiſhed Roman. In: 
© foreign country indeed, his corps, becauſe of th 
long journey, was burnt without pomp ; but 1 
6 terwards, it was but juſt to have ſupplied th 
© ſcantineſs of the firſt ceremony by the ſolemaiy 
© of the laſt, His brother met him but one day 


el; D. 
and the 
yengeal 
reſent 
Ightful 
ing, b 
evidenc 
that M 


© were thoſe generous obſervances of the ancient, 
and ſer 


© the Effigies of the dead borne on a bed, Hymn 


© compoſed in memory of their virtue, with te tus to\ 
Oblations of praiſes and tears? Where, at leaf, m 
were the ceremonies, and even outſide of ſ Vir, b 


4 row?” of ſelf- 


All this was known to Tiberius; and, to ſuf ito, 
preſs the diſcourſes of the populace, he publiſh rudi 
an Edict, that many illuſtrious Romans had diel{Wvmſelt 
for the Commonwealth, but none ſo vehement r the 
«© lamented ; this, however, was to the glory demo: 
« himſelf and of all men, if a. meaſure were ob brit p 
« ſerved. The ſame things which became privat WÞe"c101 
families and ſmall ſtates, became not Princes and W'lually 
© an Imperial people. Freſh grief, indeed, : Wer o 
« quired vent and eaſe by lamentation ; but, it va ume 
now time to recover and fortify their mind Lrief 
| © Thus the deified Julius, upon the loſs of an on and 
« ly daughter; thus the deified Auguſtus, upon Wl cus 
© the haſty death of his grandſons, had both vat Care 
© quiſhed their ſorrow. More ancient example "> it 
« were unneceſlary, how often the Roman peopl berius, 
* ſuſtained with conſtancy the laughter of the Mracti 
Armies, the death of their Generals, and intit Pife 
« deſtruction of their nobleſt families. Princes wet ti hi 
6 mortal, Vo! 
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© mortal, the Commonwealth was eternal. They 
« ſhould therefore reſume their ſeveral vocations.” 
And, becauſe the Megalenſian Games were at 
hand, he added, © that they ſhould even apply to 
Fatal eiiies | 
The vacation ended, public affairs were reſum- 
el; Druſus departed from the Army in Illyricum, 
and the minds of all men were bent upon ſeeing 


— ro — — — — 4 — 
N r AO 
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| 

| 

| 
ut A engeance done upon Piſo. They repeated their ö 
ed tel reſentments, that while he wandered over the de- | 
emniyſilightful countries of Aſia and Greece, he was ſtifl- | 
e ding, by contumacious and deceitfu] delays, the i 
When eridences of his crimes ; for it was Wruited abroad, | 
cientz chat Martina, ſhe who was famous for poiſonings, | 
Jymm and ſent, as J have above related, by Cneius Sen- j 
th theMWEtius towards Rome, was ſuddenly dead at Brun- | 
leaf, WIdirfium ; that poiſon lay concealed in a knot of her | 
of for-WMWbair, but upon her body were found no ſymptoms 


of ſelf- murder. 
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o ſu Piſo, ſending forward his ſon to Rome, with in- | 
bliſhedMiructions how to ſoften the Emperor, proceeded | 
d diele imſelf to Druſus. Him he hoped to find leſs rigid 

menth or the death of a brother, than favonrable for the 

ory df'emoval of a rival. Tiberius, to make ihew of a 
re ob. pirit perfectly unbiaſſed, received the young man 
private Weraciouſly, and honoured him with the preſents 
es and ufually beſtowed on young Noblemen. The an- 
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d, re- wer of Druſus to Piſo was, © that if the current 
it yu rumours were true, he ſtood in the firſt place of 
minds, WF grief and revenge; but he hoped they were falſe 
m ob- and chimerical, and that the death of Germani- 
upon cas would be pernicious to none.“ This he de- 


h va Gard in public, and avoided all privacy. Nor 
ple vas it dpubted but the anſwer Was dictated by Ti- 
peopk benus, when a youth, otherwife eaſy and unwary, 
* their Apractiſed thus the Wiles and cunning of age. 


inin BY Pifo having croffed the fea of Dalmatia, and leſt᷑ 
s ven i" ſhips at Ancona, took firſt the road of Pice- 
nortal or. J. H num, 
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num, and then the Flaminian way, following th, 

Loy which was going from Pannonia to Rome, 
and thence to garriſon in Africa. This too became 
the ſubject of popular cenſure, that. he officiouh 
mixed with the ſoldiers, and courted them: 


Che wel 
e WAS 
lents, 
he apo 


o the 8 


their march and quarters. He therefore, to avollM Druſ 
ſuſpicion, or, becauſe when men are in dreat Wh cugh 
their conduct wavers, did at Narni embark upaMW,cuus 
the Nar, and thence failed into the Tiber. By Led 
landing at the burying place of the Cæſars, loncd 
heightened the wrath of the populace. Beſides, hefWito, fe 
and Plancina came aſhore in open day, in the face 2 
of the city, who were crowding the banks, and Sex 
4 with gay countenances, he attended by: ent exe 

ong band of Clients, ſhe by a train of Ladies epidus 
There were yet other provocations to hatred, the No e 
ſituation of his houſe, proudly overlooking the Fe. how | 
rum, and adorned and illuminated as for a feſtival, of G 


the banquet and rejoicings held in it, all as public mina! 
as the place, 9 5 8 he we 

The next day Fulcinius Trio arraigned Piſo be. timen 
fore the Conſuls, but was oppoſed by Vitellus Mhcither 
Veranius, and others, who had accompanied Ger- ach ſe: 
manicus. They ſaid, © that in this pr oſecution iarbour 
Trio had no part; nor did they themſelves ad Whe 
« as accuſers, but only gathered materials, and, Mi! of! 
witneſſes, produced the laſt injunctions of Ger his fa 
© manicus.” Trio dropped that accuſation, bu points 
got leave to call in queſtion his former life. An Coad 
now the Emperor was deſired to undertake te affairs 
Trial; a requeſt which the accuſed did not at ali contu 
oppoſe, dreading the inclinations of the People uM Prince. 
Senate. He knew Tiberius, on the contrary, f procu 
« ſolute in deſpiſing popular rumours, and in gil unpre 
< confederate with his mother; beſides that tri of my 
and miſrepreſentations were eaſieſt diſtinguiſt|M caſt c 
£ by a ſingle judge, but in aſſemblies odium 1 joiced 


< envy often prevailed,” Tiberius was aware þ will d 
| 


e face 
8, and 
d by 
aadies, 
d, the 
he Fo- 
ſtival, 


public 
iſo be. 


tellius 
1 Ger 
cution 
ves ad 
and, 2 
f Ger- 
n, bit 
>, And 
ke the 

at al 
ple and 
ry, f. 
in gul 
t 2 

iſh 
I 


ware d 
th 


he weight of the Trial, and with what reproaches 
e was aſſaulted. Admitting therefore a few confi- 


nd Sextus Pompeius. | 
ent excuſes ; and he had, in their room, Marcus 
epidus, Lucius Piſo, and Liveneius Regulus. 
(ow earneſt were the expectations of all men, 
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ents, he heard the charge of the accuſers, as alſo 
he apology of the aecuſed, and left the cauſe intire 
o the Senate. T7 

Druſus returned the while from Illyricum ; and, 
hough the Senate had for the reduction of Maro- 


joduus, and other his exploits the ſummer before, 
Jecreed him the Triumph of Ovation, he poſt- 
joned the honour, and privately entered the city. 
iſo, for his advcoates, defired Titus Arruntius, 


ulcinius, Aſinius Gallus, Eſerninus Marcellus, 
But they all framed diffe- 


how great would prove the fidelity of the friends 


of Germanicus; what the aſſurance of the cri- 
minal, what the behaviour of Tiberius, whether 


he would ſufficiently ſmother, or betray his ſen- 
timents.” He never had a more anxious part ; 
either did the people ever indulge themſelves in 
ch ſecret murmuss againſt their Emperor, nor 
arbour in ſilence ſeverer ſuſpicions. 

When the Senate met, Tiberius made a ſpeech, 
ul of laboured moderation, that Piſo had been 
his father's Lieutenant and friend, and lately ap- 


pointed by himſelf, at the direction of the Senate, 


Coadjutor to Germanicus, in adminiſtering the 
affairs of the Eaſt. Whether he had there by 
contumacy and oppoſition exaſperated the young 
Prince, and exulted over his death, or wickedly 
procured it, they were then to judge with minds 
unprejudiced. For, if he who was the Lieutenant 
of my ſon, violated the limits of his commiſſion, 
aſt off obedience to his General, and even re- 
Joiced at his deceaſe, and at my affliction; I 
wil deteſt the man, I will baniſh him from my 
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Wl * houſe, and, for domeſtic injuries exert domeſſe . more 
[ll revenge, not the revenge of an Emperor. Bu Fin 
19 « for you; if his guilt of any man's death whatſy, Tw 
| 1 c ever, be diſcovered, ſhew your Juſt vengeane ne ch: 

1 and by it ſatisfy yourſelves, ſatisfy the children k-.ma 
N < Germanicus, and us his father, and grand-mothe, 1 
i © Conſider too eſpecially whether he viciated thep:c, in 

« diſcipline, and promoted ſedition in the Arny bougb 
* whether he ſought to debauch the affections d acquitt 
the ſoldiers, and to recover the province by armen c 
or whether theſe allegations are not publiſheſh...1 of 
c falſly and with aggravations by the accuſers, wihM...:... 
« whoſe over-paſſionate zeal I am juſtly offende, eius, 
« For, whither tended the ſtripping the corps, and; in h; 
< expoling it to the eyes and examination of te nova 
« populace; with what view was it proclaimed, nefs, 
< even to foreign nations, that his death was tr te « 
< effect of poiſon, if all this was ſtill doubtful, a moſt 
< remains yet to be tried? It is true, I bewail mine 
© ſon, and ſhall ever bewail him. But neither den 
< I hinder the accuſed to do what in him lies H ef C 
c manifeſt his innocence, even at the expence e poiſo 
© Germanicus, if ought blameable was in hinz infer, 
From you J intreat the ſame impartiality ; letuoB and! 
© the connexion of my ſorrow with this cauſe, mii mon 
lead you to take crimes for proved, becauſe ti coul 
c are imputed. For Piſo; if the tendernels dl fight 
« kinſmen, if the faith of friends, has furniſkaſ In e 
him with patrons, let them aid him in his perl For, n 
© ſhew their utmoſt eloquence, and exert their bel ſod 
© diligence. To the ſame pains, to the ſame fim nos D 
© neſs I exhort the accuſers. Thus much, out 0, Ge. 
the common courſe, we will grant to the mW, te 
c mory of Germanicus, that the inqueſt concemu hic 
© his TY be held rather here than in the F ole acc 
© in the Senate than in the common Tribund at an 
In all the reſt, we will deſcend to the ordinal he fl. 
methods. Let no man in this cauſe conſ | 


« Druſus 
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« Druſus's tears; let none regard my ſorrow, no 


W more than the probable fictions of calumny againſt 
. Ut Fo ; g 
Us. 


bk M 


vhat-W Two days were then appointed for maintaining 
Jeane Bl... charge, fix for preparing the defence, and three 
dren dB; making it. Fulcinius began with things ſtale 
N and impertinent, about the ambition and rapine of 
ted the 


piſo in his adminiſtration of Spain; things which, 
hough proved, brought him under no penalty, if 
acquitted of the preſent charge ; nor, though he had 
Y 13 een cleared of former faults, could he eſcape the 
1bliſhe Joad of greater enormities. After him Serveus, Ve- 
„ wü nus and Vitellius, all with equal zeal, but Vi- 
endes, with great Eloquence, urged, * That Piſo, 
s, ai in hatred to Germanicus, and paſſionate for in- 
of th novations, had, by tolerating general licenciouſ- 
laimeh neſs, and the oppreſſion of the Allies, corrupted 
vas de the common ſoldiers to that de ree, that by the 
ul, a moſt profligate he was ſtiled Pather of the Legions. 
val i He had, on the contrary, been outrageous to the 
ther a deſt men, above all to the friends and companions 
lies M of Germanicus, and, at laſt, by witchcraft and 


ares poiſon deſtroyed Germanicus himſelf ; hence the 


let not 


Arm, 
tions c 


and Plancina. He had then attacked the Com- 


6 " monwealth with open arms; and, before he 
aol 7 could be bronght to be tried, they were forced to 
_ he heht and defeat him.” | | 


In every article but one his defence was faltering. 
For, neither his dangerous intrigues in debauching 
he ſoldiery, nor his abandoning the province to the 
oſt profligate and rapacious, nor even his inſults 
0 Germanicus, were to be denied. He ſeemed 
ly to wipe off the charge of poyſon ; a charge 
which in truth was not ſufficiently corroborated by 
ne accuſers, ſince they had only to alledge, that 
at an entertainment of Germanicus, Piſo, while 
he ſat above him, with his hands poiſoned the 

H 3 | © meat,” 
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infernal charms and immolations practiſed by him 
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meat.“ It appeared abſurd, that, amongft | 
many attending faves beſides his own, in fo prey 
a preſence, and under the eye of Germanicus, þ 
would attempt it. He himſelf required that th 
waiters might be racked, and offered to the ra 
his own domeſtics. But the Judges were imple 
able, from different motives, Tiberius for the wa 
raiſed in the province; and the Senate could neye 
be convinced that the death of Germanicus was nd 
the effect of fraud. Some moved for the Letten 
written to Piſo from Rome, a motion oppoſed by 


Tiberius no leſs than by Piſo. From without, «i Ir 
the ſame time, were heard the cries of the peop that it 
< that if he eſcaped the judgment of the Senat of wr 
© they would with their own hands deſtroy him as his 
They had already dragged his Statues to the pa Let 
from whence Malefactors were precipitated, Ge 
there had broken them; but by the orders of I the 
berius they were reſcued and replaced. Piſo wal del. 
put into a litter and carried back by a Tribune al tha 
a Prætorian Cohort; an attendance variouſly uf * by 
derſtood, whether that officer was intended 2 1 dar 
guard for his ſafety, or a miniſter of death. the r. 
Plancina was under equal public hatred, but h youtt 
more ſecret favour ; hence it was doubted how H comf 
Tiberius durſt proceed againſt her. For herſe!W death 
while her huſband's hopes were yet plauſible, 14 aſked 
profeſſed that ſhe would accompany his fortuna how 
< whatever it were, and if he fell, fall with hin moſt 
But when, by the ſecret ſollicitations of Livia, H Emp 
had ſecured her own pardon, ſhe began by degra It w: 
to drop her huſband, and to make a ſeparate «MM by 
fence. After this fatal warning, he doubted when © tat 
he . ſhould make any further efforts; but, by  * to 
advice of his ſons, fortifying his mind, he a3 G. 
entered the Senate. There he found the prol«*l © liv 
tion renewed, ſuffered the declared indignation Il © wi 
the fathers, and ſaw all things croſs and ren * pre 
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ok HI 

gt I but nothing ſo much daunted him as to behold Ti- 
areal herius; without mercy, without wrath, cloſe, dark, 
us, WM unmoveable, and bent againſt every acceſs of ten- 
at tl derneſs. When he was brought home, as if he 
e rat were preparing for his further defence the next day, 
mpla. be wrote ſomewhat, which he ſealed and delivered 
he wal to his Freedman. He then waſhed and anointed, 
neee and took the uſual care of his perſon. Late in the 
vas nol night, his wife leaving the chamber, he ordered the 
Letten door to be ſhut, and was found, at break of day, 
ofed ll with his throat cut, his ſword lying by him. 

out,: remember to have heard from ancient men, 
people that in the hands of Piſo was frequently ſeen a bundle 


Senate of writings, which he did not expoſe, but which, 


bim. as his friends conſtantly averred, contained the 
e place * Letters of Tiberius, and his cruel orders towards 
d, al Germanicus; that he reſolved to lay them before 
of Tf * the Fathers, and to charge the Emperor, but was 
iſo wall * deluded by the hollow promiſes of Sejanus; and 
dune oF that neither did Piſo die by his own hands, but 
ſly uf by thoſe of an expreſs and private executioner.” 
d % dare affirm neither; nor yet ought I to conceal 


the relations of ſuch as ſtill lived when I was a 
youth. Tiberius, with an aſſumed air of ſadneſs, 
complained in the Senate, that Piſo, by that ſort of 


but had 
how | 


herſcl 8 death, had aimed to load him with obloquy, and 
ble, 148 aſked many queſtions, how he had paſt his laſt day, 
fortuna how his laſt night? The Freedman anſwered to 
h hin moſt with prudence, to ſome in confuſion. The 
via, 1 Emperor then recited the Letter ſent him by Piſo. 
degra It was conceived almoſt in theſe words; Oppreſſed 
rate (i by a combination of my enemies, and the impu- 
wht) tation of falſe crimes, fince no place is left here 
, by to truth and my innocence ; to the immortal 
ic g © Gods I appeal, that towards you, Cæſar, I have 
proc © lived with ſincere faith, nor towards your mother 
ation i with leſs reverence. For my tons, Iimplore her 


end * protection and yours; my fon Cneius had no 
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* ſhare in my late management, whatever it were 
* ſince, all the while, he abode at Rome, My 
ſon Marcus diſſuaded me from returning to Syria 
Oh that, old as I am, I had yielded to him, 1. 
ther than he, young as he is, to me | Hence, 


more paſſionately, I pray, that innocent as he is, iis opin 
he ſuffer not in the puniſhment of my guilt, By Moices, 
2 ſeries of ſervices for five and forty. years, I en. ny 
raue 
ſulſhip, by the memory of the deified Auguſtus, WM (cited. 


your father, by his friendſhip to me, by mine ty chang 
you, I entreat you for the life and fortune of my MW diveſt 


4 
4 
C 
[5 
« 
< treat you, by our former fellowſhip in the Con. 
* 
Cc 
o 
* unhappy ſon. It is the laſt requeſt which I ſhall IM thoul: 
o 


ever make you.” Of Plancina he ſaid nothing. and 

Tiberius, upon this, cleared the young man of Ml demn 
any crime as to the Civil War; he alledged the Mue 
orders of his father, which a ſon a could not diſ- Nr, pa 
© obey.” He likewiſe bewailed © that noble houg Ie An 
© and even the grievous lot of Piſo himſelf, how- made 
ever deſerved, For Plancina he pleaded with BM uu 
ſhame and guilt, alledging the importunity of hi I of A. 
mother, againſt whom more particularly the ſecret Npted 
murmurs of the beſt people waxed bitter and poig- on, 


Ir, as 
orrupt 
he ſh: 
hen m 
tood t 
erect 


the £ 


found 


nant, ©* Was it then the tender part of a grand- 
mother to admit to her ſight the murdereſs of her 
grandſon, to be intimate with her, and to ſnatch 
her from the vengeance of the Senate? To Gr 
manicus alone was denied what by the Laws was 
granted to. every Citizen, By Vitellius and. Ve 
ranius, the cauſe of that Prince was mourned 
and pleaded; by the Emperor and his mother, 
Plancina was defended and protected, Hence 
forth ſhe might purſue her infernal arts, fo ſuc: 
ceſsfully tried, repeat her poiſonings, and by he! 
arts and poiſons aſſail Agrippina and her children, 
and, with the blood of that moſt miſerable houts 
ſatiate the worthy grand-mother and uncle.“ 1 
this Mock- I rial two days were waſted Tae 


rand- 
f her 
natch 
Gel- 
5 Was 
| Ve- 
urned 
ther, 
ence- 
ſuc 
y het 
dren, 
oult, 
I 
nus 
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the while, animating the ſons of Piſo to de- 
nd their mother, When the pleaders and wit- 
eſles had vigorouſly puſhed the charge, and no 
col was made, commiſeration prevailed over 
:tred, The Conſul Aurelius Cotta was firſt aſked 
's opinion; for, When the Emperor collected the 
vices, the Magiſtrates likewiſe voted. 
ntence was, That the name of Piſo ſhould be 
razed from the Annals, part of his eſtate for- 
ſcited, part granted to his ſon Cneius, upon, 
changing that name; his ſon Marcus ſhould be 
diveſted of his dignity, and, content with fifty 
thouſand great ſeſterces, be baniſhed for ten years ; 
and to Plancina, at - the requeſt of Livia, in- 
demnity ſhould be granted.” | | 

Much of this ſentence was abated by the Empe- 
or, particularly that of ſtriking Piſo's name out of 
he Annals, when * that of Marc Anthony, who 
made war upon his country, that of Julius An- 
tonius, who had by adultery violated, the houſe 
of Auguſtus, continued {till there.. He alſo ex- 


mpted Marcus Piſo from the ignominy of degra- 
non, and left him his whole paternal inheritance ; 
r, as, I have already often obſerved, he was in- 


orruptible by any temptations of money, and from 


ie ſhame of having acquitted Plancina, rendered 


hen more than uſually mild. He likewiſe with- 
ood the motion of Valerius Meſſalinus, for 
erecting a golden Statue in the Temple of Mars 
ne Avenger, 
founding an Altar to Revenge.“ Such Monu- 


ments © as theſe, he argued, were only fit to be 


raiſed upon foreign victories ; domeſtic evils were 


That to Tiberius, Livia, Antonia, Agrippina. 
and Druſus, public thanks were to be rendered 
lor having revenged the death of Germanicus;“ 


ut had omitted to mention Claudius. Meſſalinus 
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and that of Cæcina Severus, for 


lo be buried in ſadneſs.. Meſſalinus had added, 
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into falſhood, and both are ſwallowed and in- 
proved by the credulity of poſterity. Druſus went 


now without the City, there to renew the ceremony 
of the Auſpices, and preſently re-entred in tit 


Triumph of Ovation. A few days after died Vi 


- fania his mother, of all the children of Agrippa, the 


only one who made a pacific end; the reſt man! 
feftly periſhed, or are believed to have periſhed, 
the ſword, poiſon, and famine. 
| | "The ſame year, Tacfarinas, whom J have men 

tioned to have been the former ſummer defeated 


Book II 

was aſked by Lucius Aſprenas, in the preſence i nanded 
the Senate, whether by deſign he had omitteq war, ar 
* him?” and then at laſt the name of Claudius vu a fiege. 
ſubjoined. To me, the more I revolve the even open b: 
of fate/ of of old, the more of mockery and ſlipperi-WM At the 
neſs appears in all human wiſdom, and the tran. hc reſo 
actions of men; for, in popular fame, in the hopes noſed th 
wiſhes and veneration of the public, all men wer bearers, 
rather deſtined to the Empire, than he for whoniM robbe 
fortune then reſerved the ſovereignty in the dark, He: had 
A few days after, Vitellius, Veranius and Ser eye was 
veus, were by the Senate preferred to the honour fohting 
of the Prieſthood, at the motion of Tiberius. To 1: was 
Fulcinius he promiſed his intereſt and ſuffrage to- Luci 
wards preferment, but adviſed him © not to en- ſoon as 
* baraſs his Eloquence by impetuoſity.. This wal infamy 
the end of revenging the Death of Germanicus, a ny, he 
affair ambiguouſly related, not by thoſe only whothen time ra 
lived and intereſted themſelves in it; but likewiſe nM executi. 
following times; ſo dark and intricate are all the nomini, 
higheſt tranſactions, while ſome hold for certan the effe 
facts, the moſt precarious hearſays, others turn fach Tacfar 


were rc 
In this 
acquire 
Aproni 
derius 
than r 
Procon 
Numid 


made: 


Camillus, renewed the war in Africa, firſt by roviny 
devaſtations, ſo ſudden that they eſcaped unchaſtiſed 
next he ſacked towns, and bore away mighty plut 
der; at laſt he begirt a Roman Cohort, a ſmall d. 
ſtance from the river Pagida. It was a fort or 


5 11 
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e oil manded by Decrius, a brave ſoldier, exerciſed in. 
ttel N war, and now touched with the ignominy of ſuch 
wlll z ſiege. Encouraging therefore his men to offer 
ents open battle, he drew them up without the walls. 
per. At the firſt ſhock the Cohort was repulſed ; but 
an. the reſolute Decrius braved the enemies darts, op- 
pes, if poſed the runaways, and upbraided the ſtandard- 
were dearers, that, upon vagabonds, and undiſciplined 
honW «© robbers, the Roman ſoldiers turned their backs.” 
„ne had already received ſeveral wounds, and his 
Ser- eye was beat out, but ſtill faced the foe, nor ceaſed 
ou fohting, till, wholly deſerted by his men, he at 
To lat was ſlain. „ 
e to. Lucius Apronius had ſucceeded Camillus. As 
em. ſoon as he learnt this defeat, piqued rather by the 
s Wag infamy of his own men, than the glory of the ene- 
5, an my, he practiſed an exemplary ſeverity, at this 
then time rare, but agreeable to ancient diſcipline, by 
nie executing with a club every tenth man of that ig- 
I the nominious Cohort, drawn by lot. Such too was 
ertaug the effect of this rigour, that thoſe very forces of 
1 facts Tacfarinas, as they beſieged the fortreſs of Thala, 
d im were routed by a ſquadron of five hundred Veterans. 


went In this battle Rufus Helvius, a common ſoldier, 

mon acquired the glory of ſaving a Citizen, and was by 

oY Apronius preſented with the Spear and Collar, Li- 
I 


derius added the Civic Crown, complaining, rather 
than reſenting, that Apronius had not in right of 
Proconſul, granted that alſo. Tacfarinas, now his: 
Numidians were diſmayed, and bent againſt ſieges, 
made a deſultory war, flying when attacked, and, 
upon a retreat, aſſaulting the rear. As long as the 
African obſerved this method, he, with impunity 


a, the 
mani: 


ed, b) 


men 
ted b 


oy to himſelf, mocked and haraſſed the Romans; but 
{tle ater he drew down to the maritime places, the al- 
Ly luements and quantities of plunder confined him to 


bs Camp. Hither Apronius Ceſianus was, by his 
lather, diſpatched with the cavalry and auxiliary 
book Þ; H 6 6 


» Co- 


t cot 
nande 


ade obliged to follow the example of Pruſus. 
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Cohorts, to which was added a detachment of the Mood r: 
beſt Legionary foot ; and, having ſucceſsfully fought ment ot 


the Numidians, drove them back to the deſarts, I miſerati 
At Rome the while, Emilia Lepida, who, be- ttering 


ſides the nobleneſs of the Emilian family, was great Winius, 
grand-daughter to Pompey and Sylla, was chargel child! 
with impoſing a falſe birth upon Publius Quiriniu MW given 
her huſband, a man rich and childleſs. The charg cius ( 
was ſwelled with © adulteries, poiſonings, and trea- deiſiec 


ſonable dealings with the Chaldeans about the Her crin 


fate and continuance of the Imperial houſe.” Her f Rube 
brother Manius Lepidus defended her; and, guilty {rom fir: 
and infamous as ſhe was, the perſecution from her Hented, 
huſband (continued after their divorce) drew com- er eſtat 
paſſion upon her. In this Trial, it was no eaſy ſcaurus, 
matter to diſcover the heart of Tiberius, with ſuch Now, af 
ſubtlety he mixed and ſhifted the ſymptoms of in-ſcnate, 
dignation and clemency. At firſt, he beſought the had le: 
Senate, not to meddle with the articles of treaſon; MW As a 
and preſently engaged Marcus Servilius, once Con- Nome, 

ſul, and the other witneſſes, to produce the very Mouſe ha 

evidenges of treaſon which he would have appeared Ne Emi! 
deſirous to ſuppreſs. Vet he took the ſlaves of ſes nov 
Lepida from the guard of ſoldiers, and ſurrendered Wiefly re 
them to the Conſuls ; nor would he ſuffer them w, the f 


| tamil 


be- examined by torture, as to her pr actices again 
zughter 
O 


himſelf ; he even excuſed Druſus from voting hit, 
as Conſul elect. This ſome underſtood as an in- 
ſtance of complaiſance, that the reſt might not 


Some aſcribe it to eruelty, © for that only with de- 


« fignto have her condemned, that conceſſion wum the 
made.“ | hi 
The public Games interrupted the Trial, and ue fate o 


the receſs, Lepida, accompanied with other Ladie er tra: 
of great quality, entered the Theatre. There, witl 
doleful lamentations, -invoking her illuſtrious at 


ceſtors, eſpecially the great hands” 


OF TACITUS. 
hood round in view, the Theatre itſelf a monu- 
ment of his raiſing, ſhe exited ſuch univerſal com- 
miſeration, that the Spectators burſt into tears; and 
ttering cruel and direful imprecations againſt Qui- 
inius, declared their indignation, * That to his 
childleſs old age, and mean blood, ſhould be 
given a Lady once deſigned for the wife of Lu- 
cius Cæſar, and for the daughter-in-law of the 
deified Auguſtus.” At laſt, by racking 
er crimes were made manifeſt, and the judgment 
f Rubellius Blandus prevailed, for interdicting her 
Fo this judgment Druſus aſ- 
nted, though others had propoſed a milder. That 
er eſtate ſhould not be forfeited, was granted to 
by her had had a daug 
ow, aſter condemnation, Tiberius advertifed the 
enate, that © from the ſlaves too of Quirinius he 
had learnt her attempts to poiſon him. 
As a conſolation to the illuftrious Families o 
- Wome, for their late calamitics (for the Calpurnian 
ry Mouſe had ſuffered the loſs of Piſo, and, juſt after, 
e Emilian houſe that of Lepida) Decius Silanus 
5 now reſtored to the Funian family. þ will 
refly recite his diſgrace. As againſt the Repub- 
, the fortune of Auguſtus was prevalent, ſo, in 
s family, it was unhappy, by the lewdneſs of his 
uughter and prand-daughter, whom he turned out 
Rome, and with death or exile puniſhed their 
Multerers. For, to a fault common between men 
women, he gave the heinous name of ſacrile 

d treaſon ; and thence had a eolour for departing; 
dm the tenderneſs of our anceſtors, and for: vio- 
But I ſhall hereafter relate 
of others from this his ſeverity, as. alſo. the 
der tranſactions of that time, if, having 
preſent undertaleing, life remains for other: 
nes. Silanus; whe had viciated the d- 
beter of Auguſtus, tough he felt no 


rom fire and water. 


aurus, who 


his own laws. 
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indignation than to be excluded from the. friend. 
thip and preſence of the Emperor, yet underſtoy 
this as a denunciation of baniſhment ; nor durſt he, 
till the reign of Tiberius, ſupplieate the Prince and 
Senate for leave to return; and then only truſted 
to the prevailing credit of his brother Marcus S. 


Book Ill. 


lanus, diſtinguiſhed * 6 illuſtrious quality, and 
eminent for his great Eloquence. Marcus having 
returned thanks to Tiberius, had this anſwer befor: 
the Senate; That he himſelf alſo rejoiced that hi 
© brother was returned from travels ſo long and re- 
6. mote; that his return home was perfectly unex- 
< ceptionable, ſince neither by decree of Senate, 
nor by any ſentence of law had he been driven 
© thence; that to himſelf however ſill remained 
< intire the reſentments of his father towards him; 
© nor by the return of Silanus were the purpoſes dd 


© Auguſtus violated,” Thenceforward he remaineſ 


* Rome, but diſtinguiſhed by no preferment in tie 
tate. 2 

The qualifying of the Law Papia Poppea ws 
afterwards propoſed; a Law, which, to enforce 
thoſe of Julius Cæſar, Auguſtus had made when 
he was-old, for puniſhing Colibacy, .and enriching 
the Exchequer. - Nor even by this means had mar- 
riages and children multiplied, while a paſſion to 
live ſingle and childleſs ftill prevailed. But, in the 
mean time, the numbers threatened and in danger 
by it, increaſed daily, while by the gloſſes and chi 
cane of the impleaders every family was undone 
So that, as before the city laboured under the weight 
of crimes, ſo now under the peſt of laws. From 
this thought I am led backwards to the firſt fit 
of Laws, and to open the ſteps, and cauſes by whd 
we. are arrived to the preſent number and excels 
a number infinite and perꝑlex e. 
The firſt race of men, free as yet from etl 
depraved paſſion, lived without) guile and nn 
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id- and therefore without chaſtiſements and reſtraints ; 
ol WW nor was there occaſion for rewards, whe 1 of their 
he, own accord they purſued righteouſneſs ; a id as they 
ni WM courted nothing contrary to juſtice, they were de- 
ted WY barred from nothing by terrors. But, after they 
Si- WY had abandoned their original equality, and from 


and modeſty and ſhame to do evil, proceeded to am- 
ine bition and violence, Lordly dominion was intro- 


fore duced, and arbitrary rule, and in many nations 


bs WI grew perpetual. Some, either from the beginning, 


re- or after they were ſurfeited with Kings, preferred 


„en: the ſovereignty of Laws, which, agreeably to the 
ate, I artleſs minds of men, were at firft ſhort and ſimple. 
wen The laws in moſt renown were thoſe framed for 
ined the Cretans by Minos, for the 8 s by Lycur- 
um; gus; and afterwards ſuch as Solon delivered to the: 
es of MW Athenians, now greater in number, and more ex- 
ined WI quiſitely compoſed. To the Romans juſtice was. 
adminiſtred by Romulus according to his pleaſure. 
After him, Numa managed the people by religious: 
devices, and laws divine. Some inſtitutions were 


force made by Tullus Hoſtilius, ſome by Ancus Martius; 
when WI but above all our laws were thoſe founded by Ser- 


vius Tullius, ſuch laws as even our Kings were: 

bound to obe. W 
Upon the expulſion of Tarquin, the people, for 

the ſecurity of their freedom againſt the encroach- 


anger WI ment and factions of the Senate, and for binding the 
3 chi- public concord, prepared many ordinances. Hence 
done. were created the Decemviri, and by them were 
veight I compoſed the twelve Tables, out: of a collection of 
From WI the moſt excellent inſtitutions found abroad) This 
| rie WI was the period of all upright and impartial Laws. 
which ll What laws followed, though ſometimes. made 
-xcel, WI 2gainſt crimes and offenders, were yet chiefly made 


1 violence, through the animoſity of the two 


eren ſtates, and for feizing unjuſtly withholden offices, 
10 © for baniſhing iluſrious Patriots. and 9 3 
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wicked ends, Hence the Gracchi and Saturnini, 
inflamers of the people; and hence Livius Druſis 
vying, on behalf of the Senate, in popular conceſ- 
1zons with theſe inflamers, whence our Italian Allies 
were firſt corrupted and animated with fair promiſes, 
then by the oppoſition of other Demagogues dif. 
appointed and deceived. Neither during the War 
of Italy, nor during the Civil War, was the making 
of regulations diſcontinued ; many and contradictory 
were even then made. At laſt Sylla the Dictator, 
changing or aboliſhing the paſt, added many of his 
own, and procured ſomer eſpite inthis matter, but not 
long ; for preſently followed the turbulent purſuits 
and propoſals of Lepidus, and ſoon after were the 
'z ribunes reſtored to their licentious authority of 
throwing the people into combuſtions at pleaſure. 
And now Laws were not made for the public only, 
but, for particular men, particular laws ; and, cor- 
ruption abounding in the Commonwealth, the Com- 
monwealth abounded in laws. 

Pompey was now, in his third Conſulſhip, choſen 
to correct the public enormities, and his remedies 
proved to the State more grievous than its diſtem- 
pers. He made Laws, ſuch as ſuited his ambition, 
and broke them when they thwarted. his will, and 
loſt by arms the regulations which by arms he had 
procured, Henceforward for twenty years civil diſ- 
cord raged, and there was neither law nor ſettle- 
ment ; the moit wicked found impunity in the cx- 
ceſs of their wickedneſs, and many virtuous men in 
theiruprightneſs met deſtruction. At length, Au- 

us Ceſar, in his fixth Conſulſhip, then con- 
rmed in power without a rival, aboliſhed the or- 
ders which during the Triumvirate he had eſtabliſh- 
ed, and gave us laws proper for peace and a ſingle 
ruler. T heſe laws had ſanctions ſeverer than am 
heretofore known-; as their guardians, Informer 
voy” appointed, who by the Law Nie Pert 
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were encouraged with rewards, to watch fuch as 
neglected the privileges annexed to marriage and 
atherhood; and conſequently could claim, no legacy 
gr inheritance, the ſame, as vacant, belonging to 
the Roman, people, who were the public parent, 
But theſe: Informers ſtruck much deeper; by them 
the whole City, all Italy, and the Roman Citizens 
in every, part of the Empire, were infeſted and per- 
ſecuted; numbers were ſtripped of their intire for- 
or, lunes, and terror had ſeized all, when Piberius, 
for a check to this evil, choſe twenty Noblemen, 
e who were formerly Conſuls, five who were 
formerly Prætors, with ten other Senators, to re- 
lie that law. By them many of its intricacies 
vero explained, its ſtrictneſs qualified; and henc 
ſame preſent alleviation vvas yielded. 
Tiberius, about this time, recommended to the 
denate Nero, one of the fans of Germanicus, now 
ſerenteen years of age, and deſired, that he might 
be exempted from executing the office of the Vi- 
; er and have leave to ſue for the Quæſtor- 
ip five years ſooner than the laws directed.” 
A piece of mockery this requeſt to all who heard 
t; but Fiberius pretended, * that the ſame con- 
* ceflions. had been decreed to himſelf, and his 
brother Druſus, at the requeſt of Auguſtus,” 
Nor do I doubt but there were then ſuch who ſe- 
cretly ridiculed that fort of petitions from Auguitus, | 
duch policy was however natural to that Prince, 
ten laying the foundations of the Imperial power, 
and while the Republic and its late laws were {till 
freſh in the minds of men. Beſides, the relation 


9 
| id 


or- as lighter between Auguſtus and his wife's ſons, 
(h- lan between a grandfather and his grandſons. To 
gle e grant of the Quæſtorſhip was added a ſeat in 
ny Wi": College of Pontifs; and the firſt day he entered 
ers Forum in his manly robe, a donative of corn 
pea d money was diſtributed to the populace, who 
ele exulted 
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exulted to behold a ſon of Germanicus now of 2g: bad h 
Their joy was ſoon heightened by his marragt power, 
with Julia, the daughter of Druſus. But as ther both ſi 
tranſactions were attended with public applauſes, oi and M 
the intended marriage of the daughter of Sejm Nez 
with the fon of Claudius was received with popua Druſu: 
indignation. - By this alliance the nobility of M cond ; 
Claudian houſe ſeemed ſtained,” and by it Sejans,f father 
already ſuſpected of aſpiring views, was exalted deed t 
fill higher. i eli 12S. 40 * Germ: 
At the end of this year died two great and em. diſtaſte 
nent men, Lucius Voluſius, and Salluſtius Criſp were r 
The family of Voluſtus was ancient, but, in th Tiberi 
exerciſe of public office, roſe never higher than te Camp: 
Prætorſhip; it was he who honeured it with tel perpet 
Conſulſhip. He was likewiſe created Cenſor, fu father” 
modelling the claſſes of the Equeſtrian Order, an ſulſhip 
firſt accumulated the wealth which raiſed that f ſmall 
mily beyond all meaſure. Criſpus was born of an tation, 
Equeſtrian houſe, great nephew by a fiſter to Cauſh popula 
Salluſtius, the renowned Roman Hiſtorian, and i Preto: 
him adopted. The way to the great offices wii a nob] 
open to him; but, in imitation of Mzcenas, ba * Sy1!: 
lived without the dignity of Senator, yet outwen meſtic 
in power many who were diſtinguiſhed with Con bulo. 
ſulſhips and triumphs. His manner of living, l others. 
dreſs and daintineſs, were different from the way {pcech 
of antiquity, and, in expence and affluence, yl celtors 
bordered rather upon luxury. He poſſeſſed, how cenſ 
ever, a vigour of ſpirit, - equal to great affairs, ai * yout 
exerted the greater promptneſs, for that he hid i per for 
in a ſhew of indolence and ſloth. He was ther factior 
fore, in the life-time of Mzcenas, the next in f ther-ir 
vour, afterwards chief confident in all the fect pious 
Counſels of Auguſtus and Tiberius, and afſent claimi 
to the order for ſlaying Agrippa Poſthumus. "W road 
his old age he preſerved with the Prince rather u the 
outſide than the vitals of authority, The | 1 * Cers 
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age had happened to Mzcenas. Such is the lot of 
rial power, rarely perpetual, perhaps from ſatiety on 
there both fides, when Princes have no more to I e 
* ind Miniſters no more to crave. 

Next followed the Conſulſhip of Tiberius and | 
Druſus, to Tiberius the fourth, to Druſus the ſe- 
cond ; a Conſulſhip remarkable, for that in it the 
father and fon were Colleagues. There was in- 
feed the ſame fellowſhip between Tiberius and 
Germanicus, two years before; but, beſides the 
diſtaſtes of jealoufy in the uncle, the ties of blood 
| were not ſo near. In the beginning of the year, 
Tiberius, on pretence of his health, retired to 
Campania, either already meditating a long and 

tual retirement, or to leave to Prufus, | in his 
father's abſence, the honour of executing the Con- 
ſulſhip alone. —_ there happened a thing which, 
fmall in itſelf, yet as it produced mi ighty conteſ- 
tation, furniſhed the oung Conſul with matter of 
popular affection. —. Corbulo, formerly 
Prætor, complained to the Senate of Lucius Sylla, 
a noble youth, © that in the ſhew of Gladiators, 
« dylla would not yield him place.“ Age, do- 
meſtic cuſtom, and the ancient men were for Cor- 
bulo. Mamercus Scaurus, Lucius Arruntius, and 
others, laboured for their kinſman Sylla. Warm 
ſpeeches were made, and the examples of our an- 
ceſtors were urged, who by ſevere decrees had 
* cenfured and reſtrained ' the irreverence of the 
youth.“ Druſus interpoſed with arguments pro- 


faction made him by Scaurus, who was both fa- 
ther-in-law and uncle to Sylla, and the moſt co- 
pious Orator of that age. The ſame Corbulo, ex- 
Claiming againſt © the condition of moſt of the 
roads chrough Italy, that through the fraud of 
; ' the undertakers, and negligence of the civil offi- 
* Cers, they were broken and unpaſſable; 1 
too 
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took of his own accord the cure of that abuſe y 
undertaking which he executed, not ſo much y 
the advantage of the public, as to the ruin of may 
private men in their fortunes and reputation, h 
his violent mulcts, and unjuſt judgments and for 
feitures, | OR 

Soon after Tiberius by Letter acquainted th 
Senate, * [hat by the incurſions of T'acfaring 
there were freſh commotions in Africa, and thy 
6 they muſt chuſe a Proconſul, one of military e. 
* perience, vigorous, and equal to that War.“ Sex 
tus Pompeius, taking this occaſion to diſcharge hi 
hate againſt ee eee reproached him * x 
« daſtardly, indigent, a ſcandal] to his anceſtor, 
aud therefore to be diveſted even of the Gove 
ment of Aſia, his province by lot.” The Senat 
e him; they \ $43 Lepidus a man rathe 

ild than ſlothful, and that, as in his narrow for 
tune bequeathed to him, but not impaired by hin, 
he ſupported his quality without blemiſh, be me 
rited honour at than contumely. He wa 
therefore ſent to Aſia, Concerning Africa, | 
was decreed, that the appointment of a Govens 
ſhould be left to the Emperor, 

During theſe tranſactions, Cæcina Severus pro 
poſed, + That no Magiſtrate ſhould go into aly 
« province accompanied by his wife.” He intr- 
duced this motion with a Jong preface, * that hc 
« lived with his own in perfect concord, by her Is 
had ſix children, and what he offered to the pu- 
lic he had practiſed himſelf, having during fory 
years ſervice, left her ſtill behind him, confme 
to Italy. It was not indeed, without cauſe, cis 
bliſhed of old, that women ſhould neither be cat 
ried by their huſbands into confederate nations 
nor into foreign. A train of women introduced 
luxury in peace, by their fears retarded war, aud 
made a Roman army reſemble, in their march 
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4 2 mixed hoſt of Barbarians. The ſex was not 


chender only and unſit for travel, but, if ſuffered, 
man cruel, aſpiring, and greet of authority ; they 
4 even marched amongſt the ſoldiers, and were 
d for 


obeyed by the officers. A woman had lately 
prelided at excrciſes of the troops, and at the de- 
curſions of the Legions, The Senate themſelves 
might remember, that as often as any of the 
Magiſtrates were charged with plundering the 


d the 
Arity 
d that 


0 provinces, their wives were always charged with 
| 8 much guilt. To the Ladies the moſt r 
* in the province ever applied, by them all affairs 


were undertaken, by them tranſacted; at home 


eſton two diſtinct courts were kept, and abroad the 


Joni! wife had her diftin&t train and attendants. The 
ry Ladies too iſſued diſtinct orders, but more impe- 
55 rious, and better obeyed, Such feminine exceſſes 
in vere formerly reſtrained by the Oppian and other 
2 Laws, but now theſe reſtraints were violated, 


women ruled all things, their families, the Fo- 
rum and Tribunals, and even the armies.” 

This ſpeech was heard by few with approbation, 
ind many proclaimed their diſſent, ©* for that nei- 
ther was that the point in debate, nor was Cx- 


E WI) 


_— cina conſiderable enough to cenſure ſo weighty 
innen affair.) He was preſently anſwered by Vale- 
ww Meſlalinus, who was the fon of Meſſala, and 
ga nheriting a ſparkling of his father 8 Eloquence : 
* that many rigorous inſtitutions of the ancients 
fur ere ſoftened and changed for 'the better. For 
une beither was Rome now, as of old, beſet with 

eus, nor Italy with hoſtile provinces ; hence a 
'. e conceſſions were made to the conveniences 
i of women, who were ſo far from burdening 
= the provinces, that to their own huſbands there 
oy they were no burden. As to honours, atten- 
narch dants, and expence, they enjoyed them in com- 
mise i mon with their huſbands, who could receive no 
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embarraſſment from their company in time of peace, 

To war, indeed, we muſt go equipped and unit. 

cumbered; but after the fatigues of war, what wa 

more allowable than the conſolations of a wife! 

But it ſeemed, the wives of ſome Magiſtrate 

had given a looſe to ambition and avarice : Aniina's m 
were the Magiſtrates themſelves free from the Whe! 

exceſſes ? Were not moſt of them governed Hm II 

many exorbitant appetites? Did we therefor ic fath 

ſend none into the provinces ? It was added, tha cares, 
the huſbands were corrupted by their corn Hleſus, 

wives; Were therefore all ſingle men uncorrupt They w 

The Oppian Laws were once thought neceſſan, Hud Le 

becauſe the exigencies of the State required ther|caded 

ſeverity ; they were afterwards relaxed and ma childr 

lified, becauſe that too was expedient for the s ano 

State, In vain we covered our own floth with{Wut it v 

borrowed names; if the wife broke bounds, theMucle te 

huſband ought to bear the blame. It was more-M'g inte: 
over unjuſtly judged, for the weak and uxoriow]Wut not 

ſpirit of one or a few, to bereave all others of the n hea 

fellowſhip of their wives, the natural partners of Now 
their proſperity and diſtreſs. Beſides, the ſex, in hit 
weak by nature, would be left defenceleſs, e Nen. 
poſed to the luxurious bent of their native paſſhons anctuar 
and to the ſeduction of adulterers. Scarce under Meld on 
the eye and reſtraint of the huſband, was the enting 
marriage-bed preſerved inviolate ; what muſt beganit 
the conſequence, when, by an abſence of many Pere th 
years, the ties of marriage would be forgot, »W/aiton| 
it were, in a divorce ? It became them therefore, Nis abu 
ſo to cure the evils abroad, as not to forget th tor, 
enormities at Rome.“ To this Druſus added tives 
ſomewhat concerning his own wedlock. *< Princes, only; 

| © he ſaid, were frequently obliged to viſit the fr. ſelf to 
j « mote parts of the Empire; how often did de tat w 
| 
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« deified Auguſtus travel to the Eaſt, how often b milan 
the Weſt, ſtill accompanied with Livia! overti 
| ; „ him 


himſelf too had taken a progreſs, to Illyricum, 
and if it were expedient, was ready to viſit other 
nations; but not always with an eaſy ſpirit, if 
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wife he were to be torn from his dear wife, her by 
Ara whom he had ſo many children.“ Thus was Cæ- 
- Anna's motion eluded, 
ther When the Senate met next, they had a Letter 
ed Mom Tiberius. In it he affected indirectly to chide 


refor 
|, that 
orrupt 
rupt! 


he fathers, that upon him they caſt all public 
cares, and named them M. Lepidus and Junius 
gleſus, to chooſe either for Proconſul of Africa. 
hey were then both heard as to this nomination, 


eſſa nd Lepidus excuſed himſelf with earneſtneſs, 
1 ther Wlcaded © his bodily frailty, the tender age of his 
mol. children, and a daughter fit for marriage. There 
or the as another reaſon too, of which he ſaid nothing, 
with ut it was eaſily underſtood, even that Bleſus was 
s, theMWucle to Scjanus, and therefore had the prevail- 
more ng intereſt. Bleſus too made a ſhew of refuſing, 
oriou]Wut not with the like poſitiveneſs, and moreover, 
of the Was heard with partiality by the flatterers of power. 
ers of Now at laſt broke out a grievance which had 
e ſex Wein hitherto ſmothered in the uneaſy minds of 
;, e ren. The Statues of the Emperor were become 
ſons, {MWanctuaries to every profligate, who, by layin 
under old on theſe Statues, had aſſumed the inſolence of 
as the enting with impunity their invectives and hatred 
uſt be eainſt worthy men. Even flaves and freedmen 
many rere thence grown terrible to their maſters, and 
ot, 3 {W'antonly inſulted and threatned them. Againſt 
refore, bis abuſe it was argued by Caius Seſtius, the Se- 
et the ator, that Princes were. indeed the repreſenta- 
added i tives of the Gods, but by the Gods juſt petitions 
rinces only were heard, nor did any one betake him- 
he n: {elf to the Capitol, or the r of Rome, 
id de that under their ſacred: ſhelter he might exerciſe 
ten w Villanies. The laws were aboliſhed, and finally 
2 Hef overturned, if a criminal convict could, in the 
imfel | | public 
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« public Forum, nay, at the door of the Senate, 
© affault her proſecutor with invectives and me. 
© naces; Vet thus had Annia Rufilla affaulted hin, 
« ſhe whom he had got judicially condemned fy 
« fotgery 3 neither durſt he ſeek relief from the 
© law, for that ſhe protected herſelf with the En. 
© peror's Statue.” Much the fame reafoning-wx 
offered by others: fome aggravated the offene 
with greater bitterneſs, and beſought Druſus t 
ſhew an exemplary inſtance of vengance; 6 
that ſhe was ſummoned, convicted of the charg, 
and by his command committed to the common 
. | 1 
Conſidius Equus too, and Celius Curſor, Bo. 
man Knights, were at the motion of Druſus, pu- 
niſhed by a decree of Senate, for forging a chart 
of treaſon againſt the Prætor Magius Czcilian, 
From this their puniſhment and that of Ruff, 
Druſus reaped popular praiſe, * that by him, li. 
ing thus ſoctably «at Rome, and frequenting the 
public aſfemblies, the dark fpirit and defigns d 
his father were ſoftened. Neither did the luxur, 
in which the young Prince lived, give much offence 
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Let him, it was ſaid, be rather thus imployed i Fubli 
© his days in ſhews and acts of popularity, hi the neig 
© nights in banqueting, than in diſmal ſolitude Mcinnot 
© withdrawn from public gaiety, worried with ir", fc 
« ceflant diftruſts, and foſtering black deſigns. Punder, 
For neither was Tiberius nor the impleaders jy” place 
tired with accuſations. Ancharius Prifcus had r fte 1 
cuſed Cæſius Cordus, Proconful of Crete, of pri 
bing the public, with an additional charge of hip 2 u 
treaſon, a charge which at that time was the mal ers 
bulwark of all accuſations. Antiftias Vetus, aN f Rom 
bleman of the firſt rank in Macedonia, had ben“ de 
tried for adultery, and abſolved. This offende f to | 
Tiberius, who reproached the- Judges, and 7 med v 
called him to be tried for treaſon, as a 2 | Ve. 
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the public, and confederate with the late King 
me. Rheſcuporis, when having ſlain his brother Cotys, 
him, be meditated war againſt us. So that Vetus was 
condemned, and interdicted from fire and water. 
then To this ſentence it was added, that he ſhould be 
Em. confined to an iſland, e | in the neighbour- 
wal hood of Macedon nor of Thrace.“ For, upon 
Fn the diviſion of that Kingdom between Rhemetalces 
1s to and the ſons of Cotys, who being children, had 
» GM for their guardian Trebellienus Rufus, the Thra- 
aroe i clans, not uſed to our Government, waxed diſ- 
contented and tumultuous ; nor did they leſs cen- 
ure Rhemetalces than Trebellienus, for leaving un- 


Ro MW puniſhed the violences done them. The Cœletæans, 
„ pu- Odryſcans, and other very powerful nations, took 
Marg ams, under diſtinct Captains, but all equal in 
ian meannefs and incapacity. For this reaſon, their ar- 


ufa, mies were not united, nor the war terrible. Some 
1, I. committed ravages at home, others traverſed Mount 
1g the llemus, to engage in the inſurrection the diſtant 
-ns e rrovinces. The "greateſt part, and belt appointed, 
m_ | Philippopolis, (a City founded: by MEI 
enct & Macedon) and in it King Rhemetalces. 

opel, Publius Velleius, who commanded the army in 
5, hi the neighbouring province, when he heard of theſe 
litude, cmmotions, diſpatched parties of horſe and light 
th ot, {ome againſt thoſe who roamed about for 
1. Nlunder, ſome againſt ſuch as rambled from place 
ers Ja place to ſollicit ſuccours ; he himſelf led the Pork 
1ad ac tbe Infantry to raiſe the fiege. Theſe ſever 
of rob terprizes were at once ſucceſsfully executed, the 
of ha ers were cut off; diviſions aroſe amongſt the 


eliczers, and the King fortunately ſallied, juſt as 
e Roman forces arrived. This gang of Nun 
ans deſerve not the name of an army, nor this 
wut to be called a battle, where. vagabonds half, 
1h were ſlaughtered, without N on our 
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The fame year the Cities of Gaul, ſtimulatedh) 
their exceſſive debts, began a Rebellion. The mel 
vehement incendiaties were Julius Florus, and Ju- 
lius Sacrovir, the firſt amongſt thoſe of Treves, the 
ſecond amongſt the Eduans. They were both d 
diſtinguiſhed nobility, both deſcended from an. 


Book 1 
effect ! 

ed 1 
4 8 
the prill 
to hi 


An 2 
ceſtors, who had done ſignal ſervices to the Ro- i.) ſli 
man State, and thence acquired of old the right fil Florus 
Roman Citizens, a privilege rare in thoſe days, and perſuad; 
only the prize of virtue. When by ſecret meeting ud ker 
they had gained thoſe who were moſt prompt BW var, by 
rebel, with ſuch as were deſperate through ind - nd © 
gence, or, from guilt of paſt crimes, forced o rmaine 
commit more, they agreed that Florus ſhould bend his fe 
de inſurredtion in Ha Sacrovir amongſt the nd wei 
neighbouring Gauls. They therefore had mam Legions 
conſultations and cabals, where they ſpared no Caius s 
topic of ſedition, their tribute without end, therdem, : 
« devouring uſury, the pride and cruelty of ther er the 
«© Governors, the diſcord that had ſeized the Ro- lim, ar 
man ſoldiery ſince the report of the murder patch 
Germanicus; a glorious conjuncture for reden Me ill. 
ing their Liberty, if they would only conſider from ple 
© their own happineſs and ſtrength, while Ita ſuerors 
was poor and exhauſted, the Roman popula f uith @1 
« weak and unwarlike, the Roman armies deſtiti WM. iſſue 
of all vigour, but that derived from foreigner. W am; 

Scarce one City remained untainted with ti ſtronger 
ſceds of this Rebellion, but it firſt broke out at A-Wfrces t 
giers and Tours. The former were reduced bf Auguſto 
Acilius Aviola, a Legate, with the affiſtance of 1iſ{:;7eq by 
Cohort drawn from the garriſon at Lions. Thau, , 
of Tours were ſuppreſſed by the ſame Aviola, Ars. 1 
ſiſted with a detachment ſent from the Legions, Mia his 5, 
Viſellius Varro, Lieutenant-Governor of 10""Wiitte (am, 
Germany. Some of the Chiefs of the Gauls ums wi 
likewiſe joined him with ſuccours, the better Me had 


; diſguiſe their defection, and to puſh it with mat 


E 
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dby N egect hereafter. Even Sacrovir was beheld en- 
mot oaged in fight for the Romans, with his head bare, 
Ju- demonſtration, he pretended, of his bravery ; but, 
the priſoners averred, that he did it to be known 
h of WW: to his country-men, and to eſcape their darts.” 
al An account of all this was laid before Tiberius, 
Ro- BMW who lighted it, and by heſitation foſtered the war. 
ht a Florus the while . his deſigns, and tried to 
nd peruade a Regiment of horſe, levied at Treves, 
ung g and kept under our pay and 2 — to begin the 
pt 108 var, by putting to the ſword the Roman Merchants; 
ind. and ſome few were corrupted by him, but the bod 


ed 0 remained in their allegiance. A rabble however 
beg if his followers and deſperate debtors, took arms, 
t tend were making to the Foreſt of Arden, when the 
Ma) Legions, ſent from both armies by Viſellius and 


Caius Silius, through different routs to intercept 
them, marred their march. Julius Indus too, one 
of the ſame country with Florus, at enmity with. 
him, and therefore more eager to engage him, was 
diſpatched forward with a choſen band, and broke 
the il]-appointed multitude. Florus, by lurking 


nfider rom place to place, fruſtrated the ſearch of the con- 
Ital Querors ; at laſt, when he ſaw all the paſſes beſet 
— vith foldiers, he fell by his own hands. This was 


the iſſue of the inſurrection at Treves. 

Amongſt the Eduans the revolt was as much 
ſtronger, as the ſtate. was more opulent, and the 
forces to ſuppreſs it were to be brought from afar. 
Auguſtodunum, the capital of the nation, was 
ſed by Sacrovir, and in it all the noble youth of 
Caul, who were there inſtructed in the Liberal 
Aus. By ſecuring theſe pledges, he aimed to bind 
in his intereſt their parents and relations, and at 
lie ſame time diſtributed to the young men the 
$ Which he had cauſed to be ſecretly made. 
le had forty thouſand men, the fifth part armed 
Ike our Legions, the reſt with poles, hangers, and 

© 3 other 
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other weapons uſed by hunters. To the number 
were added ſuch of the ſlaves as had been appointed 
to be Gladiators, covered, after the faſhion of the 
country, with a continued armour of iron, an 
{tiled Crupellaru, a fort of militia, unweildy at 
exerciſing their own weapons, and impenetrahl 


beg 26 | aries 

by thoſe of others. Theſe forces were ſtill in. de vill 
created by voluntiers from the neighbouring cities 7 

| >” „te the Edu 

where, though the public body did not hithert Fe 

avow the revolt, yet the zeal of particulars was he Stat 

manifeſt, They had likewiſe leiſure to increa(e 0 the 


from the contention of the two Roman General; 


( 

a contention for ſome. time undecided, while each Ml, * 
demanded the command in that war. At length . tem 
Varro, old and infirm, yielded to the ſuperior vi- WM: 10 855 
gour of Silius. Auguſt 

Now, at Rome, © not only the inſurrection of upon th 
© 'Treves and of the Eduans, but likewiſe, that troop, | 
« threeſcore and four cities of Gaul had revolted, in the 
< that the Germans had joined in the revolt, ended 
„that Spain fluctuated,” were reports, all believed Himem fr 
with the uſual aggravations of fame. The bel gorio 
men grieved in ſympathy for their country; mam, ſe the v 
from hatred of the preſent government, and thiilt . th. R 


of change, rejoiced in their own perils, They ih. 
veighed againſt 'T'iberius, that, in ſuch a mighty] 
« uproar of rebellion, he was only employed 1 
©: peruſing the informations of the State-Acculers. 
They asked, Did he mean to ſurrender Julws 
© Sacrovir to the Senate, to try him for treaſon! 


ing Vi 
ſerviti 


f tows 
ſtohd a 


'T hey exulted, that there were at laſt found mem fad 1... 
who would with arms reſtrain his bloody Lettes Wrocm, 
(to the Senate) continually demanding condemn Bt... 


tions and executions; and declared, that ev 
war was a happy change for a moſt wretched and 
6. calamitous peace.” So much the more for tlus 
Tiberius affected to appear wrapt up in fecurt 
and unconcern.; he neither changed place nor _ 

. tenanch 
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nance, but behaved himſelf at that time as at 
other times, whether from elevation of mind, or 


(II. 
mber 


Intel whether he had learnt that the ſtate of things was 

f the Wi dot alarming, and only heightened by vulgar rc- 
and preſentation. 

ly at Silius the while ſending forward a band of Aux- 


Cable 
Il in. 
itiez 
herto 
8 Was 
reale 
'rals; 
each 
ength 
or Vis 


liaries, marched with two Legions, and ravaged 
the villages of the Sequanians, next neighbours to 
the Eduans, and their aſſociates in arms. He then 
advanced towards Auguſtodunum, a haſty march, 
the Standard-bearers mutually vying in expedition, 
and the common men breathing ardour and cagerneſs, 
that no time might be waſted even in the uſual 
' refreſhments, none of their nights in fleep ; let 
them only ſee and confront the foe ; they wanted 


Auguſtodunum Sacrovir appeared with his forces 
upon the plains : in the front he had placed the iron 
troop, his Cohorts in the wings, the half-armed 
in the rear; he himſelf, upon a fine horſe, at- 
tended by the other chiefs, addreſſing himſelf to 


on of 

that 
Olted, 
„ And 
leved 


* ' glorious atchievements of the ancient Gauls; of 
we the victorious miſchiefs they had brought upon 


the Romans; of the liberty and renown attend- 


AJ. ing victory ; of their redoubled and intolerable 
70 WW {crvitude, if once more vanquiſhed,” 

ea % A ſhort ſpeech, and diſheartened audience ! For, 
ulers, he embattled Legions approached, and the crowd 
Julu WI; townſmen, 1i1]-appointed and novices in war, 


fon! 
men, 
ettelz 
*111Na- 

even 
d and 
y this, 
curity 
COU, 
zune 


Hood aſtoniſhed, bereft of the preſent uſe of eyes 


preſumed the victory, and thence might have ſpaxed 
txhortations, yet called to his men, © That they 
might be with reaſon aſhamed, that they, the 
Conquerors of Germany, ſhould be thus led 
againſt a rabble of Gauls as againſt an equa} 
enemy; one Cohort had newly deteated the — 

1-2 0 


«no more to be victorious,” I'welve miles from 


them from rank to rank; reminded them *© of the 


and hearing. On the other fide, Silius, though he 
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of Tours, one Regiment of horſe thoſe of Tree 
a handſul of this very army had routed the $ 
quanians, The prefent Eduans, the more thy 
abound in wealth, the more they wallow in ws 
luptuouſneſs, are fo much the more ſoft and uy. 
warlike: this is what you are now to prove, anl 
your taſk to prevent their eſcape.” His work 


"A „% © A „ 3A 


were returned with a mighty cry. Inſtantly e © deſt 
horſe ſurrounded the foe, the foot attacked the * ſubs 
front, and the wings were preſently routed. IH * ſig] 
iron-band gave ſome ſhort obſtruction, as the bar old 
of their coats withſtood the ſtroaks of ſword a abo 


pike ; but the ſoldiers had recourſe to their hatchet Ab 
and pick-axes, and, as if they had battered a wall that 
hewed their bodies and armour ; others with club diſt 
and ſome with forks, beat down the helplefs lumps, I was 


who, as they lay ſtretched along, without one no w 
ſtruggle to riſe, were left for dead. Sacrovir fed the. + 
firſt to Auguſtodunum, thence, fearful of being his 
ſurrendered, to a neighbouring town, accompanied ward 
by his moſt faithful adherents; there he flew hin; with 
elf, and the reſt one another, having; firſt ſet te of th 
town on fire, by which they were all confumed, Foun 
Now at laſt Tiberius wrote to the Senate abo Arm 
this war, and, at once, acquainted them with iv aud 
riſe and concluſion, neither aggravating facts nol then 
leflening them; but added, That it was ca- pero: 
© ducted. by the fidelity and bravery of his Li kind 
tenants, . by his counſels.” He likewik las 
aſſigned the reaſons A neither he, nor Dru Caiu 
went to that war; © Phat the Empire was 1 tee 
* immenfe body, and. it. became not the dignity qi Wi 
2 Prince, upon the revolt of one or two con dead 
* munities, to deſert the capital, whence motif and 
„was derived to the whole. But now, ſince! age. 
could not be thought conducted by any dread A 
* thoſe nations, he would take a progreſs to wit a R 
and ſettle hem. The Senate decreed vows ll Poe 
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upplications for his return, with other cuſtomary 
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konours, Only Cornelius Dolabella, while he 
trove to outdo others, fell into ridiculous ſyco- 
phancy, by propoiing, That returning from Cam- 
« pamia he ſhould enter Rome in the Triumph of 
Ovation. This occaſioned a Letter from Tibe- 
nus, in which he declared, That he was not ſo 
© deſtitute of glory, that after having in his youth 
« ſubdued the fierceſt nations, and enjoyed or 
« ſighted ſo many Triumphs, he ſhould now in his 
« old age ſeek empty honours from a ſhort progreſs 
© about the ſuburbs of Rome.” | 

About the ſame time he deſired of the Senate, 
that the corps of Sulpitius Quirinus might be 
« diſtinguiſhed with à public Funeral.” Qurinius 
was: born at Lanuvium, a Municipal town, and 
no wiſe related to the ancient. Patrician family of 
the, Sulpitii, but. being a. brave. faldier, was, for 
his vigorous. military, ſervices to Auguſtus, re- 
warded with the Conſulſhip, and ſoon, after 
with a Triumph, for driving the Homonades out 
of their — Cilicia. Next, when the 
young Caius Cæſar was. ſent to ſettle. the affairs of 
Armenia, Quirinus was, appointed his. Governor, 
and, at the ſame time paid: all court to. Tiberius, 
then in his retirement at Rhodes. This the Em- 
peror repreſented now to the Senate, extolled the 
kind offices of Quirinus, and branded Marcus Lol- 
lius as the author of the perverſe behaviour of 
Caius Cæſar to himſelf, and of all the jarring be- 
tween them. In other inſtances the memory of 
Quirinus was not acceptable to the Senate, for his 
deadly perſecution againſt Lepida, above recited, 
and for his prevailing power and. avarice in his old 
age, 6 


At the end of the year, Caius Lutorius Priſcus, 
2 Roman Knight, who. had. compoſed a celebrated 
Poem, bewailing — death of Germanicus, and 
4 re- 
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received a reward from Tiberius, was attacked hy 
an informer, His charge was, That during at 
illneſs of Druſus, he had compoſed another, which, 
if the diſtemper proved mortal, he hoped to pub. 
* liſh with a reward ſtill greater.“ This Poem 
Lutorius had, in the fulneſs of vanity and oftenta- 
tion, rehearſed at the houſe of Publius Petronius, 
in the preſence of Vitellia, mother-in-law to be. 
tronius, and of other Ladies of quality, who were 
all ſummoned by the impleader, and all, except 
Vitellia, were terrified into. a confeſſion ; ſhe alone 
perſiſted that ſhe had heard nothing. But the ei- 
dence tending to deſtroy him had moſt credit, and 
it was the ſentence of Haterius Agrippa, Conſil 
cle, that death ſhould be his puniſhment. 

This was oppoſed by M. Lepidus, who ſpoke 


on this wiſe. * Conſcript fathers, if we only re. 


* oard, with what abominable effuſions Lutorius 

Priſcus has defiled his own ſoul, and the ears cf 
men, neither dungeon, nor rope, nor indeed thepu- 
niſhments peculiar to ſlaves, are ſufficient for hint, 
But though (wickedneſs and enormities abound 
without meaſure, yet ſince in coercions and pe- 
nalties, we muſt obſerve the limits ſet by the 
moderation of the Prince, ſet by precedents made 
by our anceſtors and yourſelves ; and fince we 
muſt diftinguiſh the vanity of the head from the 
malignity of the heart, and words from evil 
doings ; there is room left for a middle judgment, 
by which neither his offence need eſcape un- 
puniſhed, nor we repent of our tenderneſs or ſe- 


verity. I have often heard our Prince complain, 
when any criminal had, by a deſperate death, 
prevented his mercy, The life of Lutorius 1 


{till untouched ; to fave it, will no wiſe endan— 
ger the State, nor will the taking it away have 
any influence upon others. His ſtudies, as thc} 


are full of wildnels, are likewiſe empty and pe- 
„ riſhing; 
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« riſhing 3 neither is aught important or terrible to 
© he apprehended from one who thus betrays his 
© own follies, and makes his court not to the minds 
© of men, but the imaginations of women. Let 
© him, however, be expelled Rome, interdicted 
« from fire and water, and his eſtate. be forfeited; 
© which judgment of mine is the ſame as if he were 
© charged with high treaſon.” 820 | 

Of all the Conſulars, only Rubellius Blandus 
alented to this opinion of Lepidus; the reſt voted 
with Agrippa. Priſcus was led to the dungeon, 
and inftantly put to death. Tiberius, in a Letter 
to the Senate, diſcanted upon this proceeding, with 
his uſual doubles and ambiguities, magnified * their 
© tenderneſs and zeal in avenging thus with ſeverity 
© even ſuch. {light injuries done to the Prince ;? 
entreated them, not to be ſudden in puniſhing for 
© words ;* he praiſed Lepidus, and cenſured not 
Agrippa. Hence an order was made, that the 
© degrees of Senate ſhould not in leſs than ten 
© days be carried to the Exchequer, and to the 
condemned ſo much time ſhould be granted.“ 
But to the Senate remained no liberty of reviſal or 
anulling ; nor was Tiberius ever ſoftened by 


ume. 5 


Caius Sulpitius and Decimus Haterius were the 
ſollowing Conſuls. Their year was exempt from 
lilurbances abroad, but at home ſome ſevere blow 
was apprehended againſt luxury, which prevailed 
monitroufly in all things that create a profuſion of 
money. But as the more pernicious articles of ex- 
pence were covered by concealing their prices, 
tierefore from the exceſſes of the table, which 
were become the common ſubject of daily animad- 
rerſion, apprehenſions were raifed of ſome rigid 
correction from a Prince who obſerved himſelf the 
cient parcimony. For, Caius Bibulus having 
egun the complaint, the other ZEdiles took it up, 
1 I 5 and 


e r 
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and argued, That the ſumptuary laws were de. 
< ſpiſed, the pomp aud expence of plate and enter. 
« tainments, in ſpite of reſtraints, increaſed daih, 
© and by moderate penalties were not to be ſtopped! 
This grievance thus repreſented to the Senate, wa 
by them referred intire to the Emperor. Tiberiu 
having long weighed with himſelf whether ſuch ar 
abandoned propenſity to prodigality could be ſtem. 
med, whether the ſtemming it would not bring 
heavier evils upon the public, how diſhonourable 
it would be to attempt what could not be effected 
or at leaſt effected by the diſgrace of the nobility, 
and by the ſubjecting illuſtrious men to infamous 
puniſhments, wrote at laſt to the Senate in this 
manner: 
In other matters, Conſcript Fathers, perhaj 
it might be more expedient for you to conſult 
me in the Senate, and for me to declare ther 
what I judge for the public weal; but in the de. 
bate of this affair, it was beſt that my eyes were 
withdrawn, left, while you marked the counte- 
nances and terror of particulars charged witi 
ſcandalous luxury, I too ſhould have obſerved 
them, and as it were, caught them in it. Hal 
the vigilant Ædiles firſt aſked counſel of me, | 
know not whether I ſhould not have adviſed 
them rather to have paſſed by potent and invete- 
rate corruptions, than only make it manifelh 
what enormities are an over-match for us. Bit 
they, in truth, have done their duty, as I woll 
have all other Magiſtrates fulfil theirs. But, i 
myſelf, it is neither commendable to be filen 
nor does it belong to my ſtation to ſpeak out; 
ſince I neither bear the character of an Adi, 
nor of a Prætor, nor of a Conſul. Somethin! 


ſtill greater and higher is required of a Prince, 
Every one is ready to aſſume to himſelf the credt 


of whatever is well done, while upon the Prince 
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of which our coin is carried into foreign and ho- 
1 this 


ſtile nations? I am not ignorant that at entertain- 
ments and in. converfation, theſe. exceſſes are 
« cenſured, and a regulation is required. Vet if an 
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e de. alone are thrown the miſcarriages of all. But 
enter. what is it that I am firſt to prelübit, what ex- 
daily, WW «© ceſs retrench to the ancient ſtaridard ? Am I to 
pped, BN © begin with that of our country ſeats, ſpacious 
„ wall © without bounds ; and with the number of do- 
berius Ml © meſtics, a number diſtributed into nations in 
ch u © private families? or with the quantity of plate, 
ſtem· , filver, and gold? or with pictures, and the works, 
brine © and ſtatues of braſs, the wonders of art? or with 
urabe © the gorgeous veſtments, promiſcuouſly worn by 
ecteh © men and women? or with what is pecul ar to the 
bility, women, thoſe precious ſtones, for the purchaſe: 
0 
. 
. 
* 


erhapz 


onfut Wil * equal Law were made, if equal penalties were 
ther © preſcribed, theſe very cenſurers would loudly com- 
he de- © plain,” “ That the State was utterly overturned, 
s were © that ſnares and deſtruction were prepared for 


ounte-W © every illuſtrious houſe, that no man could be 
| wit © guiltleſs, and all men would be the prey of in- 
ſerve © formers,” And yet. bodily diſeaſes grown in- 

Halli © veterate and ſtrengthened by time, cannot be 
me, checked but by medicines rigid and violent; it is 
vill the ſame with the ſoul, the fick and raging ſoul, 
nvete-WI * itſelf. corrupted and ſcattering its corruption, is 
anifelt BI not to be qualified but by remedies equally ſtrong 
Buß © with its own flaming luſts. So many Laws made 
wou dy our anceſtors, ſo many added by the deified 
it, e © Auguſtus, the former being loſt in oblivion, and 
file © (which is more heinous} the latter in- contempt, 
k out; have only. ſerved to render luxury more ſecure. 
Adi When we covet a thing yet uniorbidden, we 
ethin; Wl are apt to fear that it may be forbidden; but 
prince. when once we can with impunity. and defiance 
: creat Bi over -leap prohibited bounds, there remain after- 
Prin BR * wards. nor fear nor ſhame, How therefore did 
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THE ANNALS Book Il. 
Parcimony prevail of old ? It was becauſe every 
one was a Law to himſelf, it was becauſe we 
were then only maſters of one City ; nor after- 
wards, while our dominion was confined only to 
Italy, had we found the ſame inſtigations to vo- 
luptuouſneſs. By foreign Conqueſts we learned 
to waſte the property of others, and in the Chi 
Wars to conſume our own. What a mighty 
matter is it that the Adiles remonſtrate ! how 


little to be weighed in the balance with others! 
It is wonderſul that no body repreſents, That 
Italy is in conſtant want of foreign ſupplies, that 


the lives of the Roman people are daily at the 


mercy of uncertain ſeas and of tempeſts: were it 


not for our ſupports from the provinces, ſupports, 
by which the maſters, and their ſlaves, and thei 


eſtates, are maintained, would our own Groves 
and Villas maintain us? This care therefore, 
Conſcript Fathers, is the buſineſs of the Prince, 
and by the neglect of this care, the foundations 
of the ſlate would be diffolved. The cure of 


ot: er defects depends upon our own private ſpirits; 
ſome of us ſhame will reclaim, neceſſity wil 
mend the poor, ſatiety the rich. Or if any of 
the Mogi'trates, from a confidence of his own 
fhirmnets and perſeverance, will undertake to 
ſtem the progreſs of fo great an evil, he has both 


my praifes, and my acknowledgement that he 


diſcharges me of part of my fatigues. But if ſuch 
will only impeach corruptions, and when they 
have gained the glory, would Jeave upon me the 
indignation, (indignation of their own raiſing) 
believe me, Conſcript Fathers, I am not fond 
bearing reſentments. I already ſuffer many for 


the Commonwealth, many that are grievous, and 


almoft all unjuſt; and therefore, with reaſon, | 
entreat that I may not be loaded with ſuch as ade 
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« wantonly and vainly raiſed, and promiſe no ad- 
vantage to you nor to me. 125 

The Senate upon reading the Emperor's Letter, 
releaſed” the ZEdiles from this purſuit; and the 
luxury of the table which, from the battle of Actium 
till the revolution made by Galba, flowed, for the 
ſpace of an hundred years, in all profuſion, at laſt 
gradually declined. The cauſes of this change are 
worth knowing. Formerly the great families, ſig- 
nal for nobility or for riches, were carried away 
with a paſſion for magnificence; for in thoſe days 
it was allowed to court the good graces of the Ro- 
man people, with the favour of Kings, and confe- 
derate Nations, and to be courted by them; ſo 
that each was diſtinguiſhed by the luſtre of popu- 
larity and dependences, in proportion to his afflu- 
ence, the ſplendour of his houſe, and the figure 
which he made. But aſter Imperial fury had for 
ſome time raged in the ſlaughter of the Grandees, 
and great teputation brought ſure deſtruction, the 
reſt grew wiſer. Beſides, new men frequently 
choſen Sznators from the Municipal towns, from 
the Colonies, and even from the Provinces, brought 
with them their own domeſtic parcimony ; and 
though, by fortune or induſtry, many of them 
grew wealthy as they grew old, yet their former 
frugal ſpirit continued. But above all, Veſpaſtan 
proved the promoter of moderation and frugality, 
being himſelf the pattern of ancient Oeconomy in 
his perſon and table; hence the compliance of the 
public with the manners of the Prince, and an 
emulation to practiſe them, an incitement more 
prevalent than the terrors of Laws and all their pe- 
nalties. Or, perhaps, all human things go a cer- 
tain round, and, as there are revolutions of time, 
there are alſo viciſſitudes in manners. Nor, indeed, 
have our anceſtors excelled us in all things; our 
own age has produced many excellencies worthy of 
8 praiſe 
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praiſe and the imitation of poſterity. Let us {jj 
preſerve this ſtrife in virtue with our fore-father, 

Tiberius having gained the fame of moderation, 
becauſe, by rejecting the project for reforming lux. 
ury, he had diſarmed the growing hopes of the 
acculers, wrote to the Senate, to deſire the Ty. 
bunit:al,. Power for Druſus. Auguſtus had deviſe! 
this title as beſt ſuiting the ſupreme power, while 
avoiding the odious name of Aing or .Di#at:r, he 
yet wanted ſome particular appellation, under it to 
controul all other powers in the State. He after- 
wards aſſumed Marcus Agrippa into a fellowſhip in 


it, and, upon his death, Tiberius, that none Ml infam 
might doubt who was to be his ſucceſſor. By this In 
means, he conceived, he ſhould defeat the aſpiring Wl was « 
views of others; beſides, he confided in the mode- Ml nenſi 
ration of Tiberius, and in the mightineſs of his He i 
own authority, By his example, Tiberius now Ml * ſuc 


advanced Druſus to a participation of the ſupreme Ml * th: 
Magiſtracy, whereas, while Germanicus yet lived, of 
he acted without diſtinction towards both. TIn-the Ml * to 
beginning of his Letter, he beſought the Gods, Ml pit 


< 'Fhat by his counſels the Republic might proſper, Ml * by 


then added a modeſt teſtimony concerning the qua- w. 
lities and behavicur of the young Prince, without WW w! 
aggravation or falſe embelliſhments, « That he hal WW * ne 


a wife and three children, and was of the fame WM * fu 
© age with. himſelf when called by the deified Au- u 
« guitus to that office; that Druſus was not now WM * th 
by him adopted a partner in the toils of Govern- WI * ci 
4 


ment, precipitately, but after; eight years expe- Bl © a 
© rience made of his qualifications, after ſeditions WI * w 
$ ſuppreſicd, wars concluded, the honour of II- * b 
$ umph, and two Conſulſhips,? tt 

The Senators had foreſeen. this addreſs ; hence Wil © y 
they received it with the more elaborate adulation. Wl * «| 
However, they could deviſe nothing to decree, bu * d 
„ Statues to the two Princes, altars ta the God, Ml * r 
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Book III. 
« triumphal arches,” and other uſual honours, only 
that Marcus Silanus ſtrove to honour the Princes 

the diſgrace of the Conſulſhip; he propoſed. * That 
all records, public and private, thould, for their 


183 


date, be inſeribed no more with the names of 
« the Conſuls, but of thoſe who exerciſed the Tri- 
« bunitial power.“ But Haterius Agrippa, by 
moving to have © the Decrees of that day engraved 
in La of gold, and hung up in the Se- 
nate, became an object of deriſion, for that, as 
he was an ancient man, he could reap from his 
moſt abominable flattery no other fruit but that of 
infamy. | | 

'In . mean time, as the Province of Africa 
was continued to Junius Blæſus, Servius Malugi- 
nenſis Prieſt of Jupiter, demanded that of Aſia. 
He inſiſted, Fhat it was vainly alledged, that 
© ſuch Prieſts were not allowed to leave Italy; 
that he was under no other reſtriction than thoſe 
Hof Mars and Romulus; and if they were admitted 
to the lots of Provinces, why were thoſe of Ju- 
piter debarred? The ſame was neither adjudged 
by the authority of the people, nor in the books 
« which aſcertained the ſacred rites. Frequently, 
* when the Prieſts of Jupiter were detained by ſick- 
* neſs, or engaged in the public, their function was 
* ſupplied by the Pontifs. The function itſelf lay 
* unfilled for two and ſeventy years together, after 
the death of Cornelius Merula, and yet the exer- 
* ciſe of Religion never ceaſed, Now if in ſuch 
* a ſeries of years, Religion could ſubſiſt unhurt 
without the creation of any ſuch Prieſt at all, 
* how much eaſier might his abſence be borne in 
the exerciſe of the Proconſular power, for one 
year? It was to ſatiate private piques, if formerly 
* the Prieſts of Jupiter were by the chief Pontiffs 
debarred from the Government of Provinces, But 
n-] ＋?f by the goodyels of the Gods, the _ 

On- 


power, and eſpecially cenſured the © extravagance 


Cities a latitude of inſtituting Sanctuaries at plea- 


Book II 


jure. 
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« Pontif was alſo the chief of men, a Pontif tg 
* whom emulation, hatred, and other perſonal pre. oft pr 
< poſſeſſions, had no acceſs.” rotect! 

To theſe his reaſonings ſeveral anſwers were made Mitte 
by Lentulus the Augur, and others, but all dif. r . 


greeing, ſo that the reſult was © to wait for the the ſec 


« deciſion of the ſupreme Pontif.“ Tiberius in his rilaini 
anſwer to the Senate, poſtponing his notice of the nfgtut 
pie:enſions of the Prieſt of Jupiter, qualified the tered, 
honours decreed to Druſus with the Tribunitial preſent 
the pri 
many « 
their ſu 
eople. 
of that 
the el 
nances 


of the propoſition for golden letters, as contrary 
© to the example and uſage of Rome.“ Letter 
from Druſus were likewiſe read, and, though mo- 
deſt in expreſſion, were conſtrued to be full of 
haughtineſs; Were all things in the Roman ſtate 
* ſo miſerably reverſed, that even a youth, one jult 


« diſtinguiſhed with ſuch ſupreme honcur,: deigned Het ine 
© not to viſit the Gods of Rome, nor appear in en 
Senate, nor begin in his native City the aufpices W? 
of his dignity ! No war detained him; he Had no ulgm. 
journey to make from remote countries, while he poſolut 
was. only diverting himſelf upon the lakes and Firſ 
© ſhores of Campania, and pleaſure his chief avo- hat © 
cation. With ſuch tuition was he prepared the ee 
future ruler of human kind! this the leſton be il ©! 
© had learnt from the maxims of his fathers ! In [too 
truth, the Emperor himſelf, an ancient man, Late 
« might find uneafineſs in living under the eye of | hen 
„the public, and plead a life already fatigued with and 
age and occupations z but what beſides pride and Ml, © 
s ſtatelineſs could obſtruct Druſus?“ 1 

Tiberius, while he fortified the vitals of his n Len 
domination, afforded the Senate a ſhadow of their ar 
ancient Juriſdiction, by referring to their exami— rh 
nation petitions and claims from the Provinces. on 
For there had now prevailed amongſt the - Greet Wl 4 
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ure. Hence the Temples were filled with the 
ot profligate fugitive ſlaves ; here debtors found 
rotection againſt their creditors, and hither were 
made imitted ſuch as were purſued for capital crimes, 
dig. Nor was any authority found ſufficient to bridle 
or the e ſeditious zeal of the people, thus defending the 
in his rilainies of men, as if the ſame were the ſacred 
of the intitutions of the Deities, It was therefore or- 
d the ered, that theſe cities ſhould ſend deputies to re- 
preſent their claims. Some voluntarily relinquiſhed 
the privileges which they had arbitrarily aſſumed; 
many conhded in their right, from the antiquity of 
their ſuperſtitions, or their ſervices to the Roman 
eople. Glorious to the Senate was the appearance 


ok III. 
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mo- | 
full of Mot that day, when the grants ſrom our anceſtors, 
1 ſtate Ithe engagements of our confederates, the ordt- 


nances of Kings, ſuch Kings who had reigned as 
yet independent of the Roman power, and when 
eren the inſtitutions, ſacred to the Gods, were 


ne juſt 
21oned 


doen now all ſubjected to their inſpection, and their 
% adęment free, as of old, to ratify or aboliſh with 
ile he blolute power. | 5 

+ and Firſt of all the Epheſians applied, and alledged, 


vo- at Diana and Apollo were not born at Delos, 
d the according to the opinion of the vulgar. In their 
on he territory lowed the river Cenchris, where alſo 
in {food the Ortygian Grove; there the big-bellied 
mans Latona, leaning upon an Olive-tree, which even 
ye of i then remained, was delivered of theſe Deities, 
"with and thence by their appointment, the Grove be- 


e and ame ſacred. Thither Apollo himſelf, after his. 
Dn laughter of the Cyclops, retired for a ſanctuary 
$ own MW kom the wrath of Jupiter. Soon after the victo- 
their nous Bacchus pardoned the ſuppliant Amazons, 
cami- Who fought refuge at the Altar of Diana. By 
inces. the conceſſion of Hercules, when he reigned in 
reel Lydia, her Temple was dignified with an aug- 
plea- Wl dentation of immunities, nor during the Perſian 
fures E monarchy 
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monarchy were they abridged; they were gen 


< maintained by the Macedonians, and then H won 
us.“ moi 
The Magneſians next aſſerted their claim, fou mat, 
ed on an 9 of Lucius Scipio, confirm fou. 
by another of Sylla; the former, after the deſaf be: 
of Antiochus, the latter after that of Mithridat orię 
having, as a teſtimony of. the faith and bravery d get 
the Magneſians, dignified their Temple of the Lora. 
cophrynean Diana with the privileges of an im had 
lable Sanctuary. After them, the Aphrodiſians a8 
Stratoniceans produced a grant from Cæſar ui the 
Dictator, for their early ſervices to his party, a Te 
another lately from Auguſtus, with a commendation ly, 
Inſerted, © that with zeal unſhaken towards the Roo © Mt 
man people, they had borne the irruption of tif the 
© Parthians, But theſe two people adored diſe © Di 
rent Deities ; Aphrodiſium was a city devoted i ma 
Venus, that of Stratonicea maintained the worllinMl © the 
of Jupiter and of Diana Trivia, Thoſe of Hil Sena 
cæſarea exhibited claims of higher antiquity, t rence 
© they poſſeſſed the Perſian Diana, and her Tem exter 
* confecrated by King Cyrus.“ They kewl ml | 
pleaded the authorities of Perpenna, Iſauricus, ul T. 
of many more Roman Captains, wha had allo as 
the ſame ſacred immunity, not to the temple on lar 


but ta a precinct two miles round it. Thoſe 


Cyprus pleaded right of ſanctuary to three of tiny A 
Temples, the moſt ancient founded by Aerias i ſeize 
the Paphian Venus, another by his ſon Amati tun 
to the Amathuſian Venus, the third to the Sul hith 
minian Jupiter by Teucer, the ſon of Telamaz tuall 
when he fled from the fury of his father. Livi 

The deputies too of other cities were heard. Dl guit 
the Senate, tired with ſo many, and becauſe ti: nam 
was a contention begun amongſt particular pally he \ 
for particular cities, gave power to the Conſuls, ' degt 
© learch into the validity of their ſeveral pri" imo 


. (10ns | 


b II. Oy TAerrus. 187 
« hons, and whether in them no fraud was inter- 
(woven, with orders to lay the whole matter once 
© more before the Senate.” The Confuls reported, 


ook 1] 


re next 


then þ 


„ fount MY that, beſides the cities already mentioned, © they had 
nfirndM- found the Temple of /Efculapius at Pergamos to 


e def © be a genuine Sanctuary. The reſt claimed upon 


widatesil © originals, from the darknefs of antiquity, alto- 
avery i * gether obſcure. Smyrna particularly pleaded an 
he Le oracle of Apollo, in obedience to which they 
1 inviol had dedicated a Temple to Venus Stratonices ; 


1ans and 
eſar the 


ty, and 
>ndatior 
the Ro 
1 of the 
d difte 


« 25 did the Ifle of Tenos an oracular order from 
the ſame God, to erect to Neptune a Statue and 
Temple. Sardis urged a later authority, name- 
© ly, a grant from the Great Alexander; and 
Liner inſiſted on one from King Darius: as to 
the Deities of theſe two cities, ane worſhipped 
Diana, the other, Apollo, and Crete too de- 


voted toll © manded the privilege of Sanctuary to a Statue of 
wor the deified 3 Hence divers orders of 
f Hier Senate were made, by which, though great reve- 
7, tha rence was expreſſed towards the Deities, yet the 


Temple 


* | extent. of the Sanctuaries was limited, and the ſeve- 
IX WIe 


us, vol Temple the preſent Decree, engraven in brafs, 
allow as a ſacred Memorial, and a reſtraint againſt their 
p 1 * lapling, under the colour of Religion, into claims 
"hoſe 


* of ſuperſtition and pre-ęgminence. 


of thi At the ſame time, a vehement diſtemper having 


.crias hi ſeed Livia, obliged the Emperor to haſten. his re- 
A math tun to Rome; feeing the mother and ſon lived 
x S hitherto in apparent unanimity, or perhaps mu- 
'Elamol 


tually diſguiſed their hate; for, not long before, 
Livia, having dedicated a Statue to the deified Au- 


ard. h guitus, near the Theatre of Marcellus, had the 


uſe ta name of Tiberius inſcribed after her own. This 
T pai he was believed to have reſented heinouſly, as a 
uls, "il degrading the dignity of the Prince, but to have 
preta Gothered, his reſentment under dark diſümulation. 
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Upon this occaſion therefore, the Senate decreei 
© ſupplications to the Gods, with the celebration 
© of the greater Roman Games, under the directiq 
of the Pontifs, the Augurs, the College of ff. 
teen, aſſiſted by the College of ſeven, and the 
fraternity of Auguſtal Prieſts.” Lucius Apro. 
nius had moved, that with the reſt might pre. 
ſide the company of Heralds.“ Tiberius oppoſed 
it, and diſtinguiſhed between the juriſdiction of the 
Prieſts and theirs, for that at no time had the 
© Heralds arrived to ſo much pre-eminence ; hut 
for the Auguſtal fraternity, they were therefor: 
added, becauſe they exerciſed a Prieſthood pecu- 
© liar to that family for which the preſent vos 
and ſolemnities were made.? 

It is no part of my purpoſe to trace all the vote 
of particular men, unleſs they are memorable for 
integrity, or for notorious infamy. This I conceive His or 
to be the principal duty of an Hiſtorian, that be ehm. 
ſuppreſs no inſtance of virtue, and that by the drea Nad. 
of future infamy and the cenſures of Poſterity, mea Neu 
may be deterred from deteſtable actions and pro- 
ſtitute ſpeeches. In ſhort, ſuch was the abomina- 
tion of thoſe times, ſo prevailing the contagion af 
flattery, that not only the firſt Nobles, whoſe ob- 
noxious ſplendour found protection in obſequiouſ- 
neſs, but all who had been Conſuls, a great part 
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of ſuch as had been Prætors, and even many of the Ge 
unregiſtered Senators, ſtrove for Priority in the Ncreaſe 
vileneſs and exceſs of their votes. There is a tra Out 
dition, that Tiberius, as often as he went out of ter; 
the Senate, was wont to cry out in Greek, cult 
men prepared for bondage] Even he who could not tries 
bear public liberty, nauſeated this proſtitute tame: when 
nets of ſlaves. | 0 rep 

Hence by degrees they proceeded from acts of Mala, 
abaſement to thoſe of vengeance. - Caius Silanus, Bling 


Proconſul of Aſia, accuſed by theſe our Allies of 
robbing 
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lecree vobbing the public, was impleaded by Mamercus 
bratione..urus once Conſul, Junius Otho Prætor, and 
rection pr utidius Niger Ædile. They charged him with 
of ff violating. the Divinity of Auguſtus, and with 
nd the deſpiſing the Majeſty of Tiberius.“ Mamercus 
Apro-Mhoaftcd, that he imitated the oreat examples of 
it pre. ud, that Lucius Cotta was accuſed by Scipio, 
poi Servius Galba by Cato the Cenſor, Publius Ru- 
9 tiluus by Marcus Scaurus.“ As if ſuch crimes 
ad the 


; theſe had been ever avenged by Scipio and Cato, 
or by that very Scaurus, whom this Mamercus his 
eat grandſon, and the reproach of his progenitors, 
was now diſgracing by the vile occupation of an 
informer | The old employment of Junius Otho, 
ws that of a ſchool-maſter. Thence being by the 
power of Sejanus created a Senator, he laboured by 
notorious attempts to triumph over the baſeneſs of 
is original. Brutidius abounded in worthy accom- 
niſkments, and, had he proceeded in the upright 
road, was in the ready way to every the molt diſtin- 


5 but 
erefore 
1 pecu- 
© vows 


> votes 
ble for 
onceire 
hat he 
e dread 


„ men Hguiſhed honour ; but eagerneſs hurried him, while 
d Pro- Ile puſhed to. ſurpaſs firſt his equals, afterwards his 
mina, ¶ſuperiors, and at laſt his own very hopes; a courſe 
ion of Bic has overwhelmed even many virtuous men, 
ſe ob. oho, ſcorning acquirements that came flow, but 
Juiour- atended with ſecurity, | graſped at ſuch as were 
of e ſudden, though linked to deſtruction. | 

f 


Gellius Poplicola, and Marcus Paconius, in- 
ceaſed the number of the accuſers, the former 
Uuzſtor to Silanus, the other his Lieutenant. Nei- 


in the 
2 tra- 


ey ther was it doubted but the accuſed was guilty of 
10 t Cuelty and extortion. But he was beſet with a 
| ˖ * fries of hardſhips, dangerous even to the innocent, 
tame- 


When, beſides ſo many Senators, his foes, he was 
to reply ſingle to the moſt eloquent pleaders. of all 


aQts of Alta, choſen purpoſely to accuſe him, ignorant 
lies unſelf of pleading, and beſet with capital terrors, 
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a circumſtance which difables the moſt practiedl 
Eloquence. Neither did Tiberius ſpare him, bu, 
with an angry voice and countenance, . daunted an 
interrupted him with inceſſant queſtions z nor was he 
allowed to refute or evade them, nay, was ofte 
forced to confeſs, left the Emperor ſhould hay 
aſked in vain, The flaves too of Silanus, in order 
to be examined by torture, were delivered in fal: 
to the City-ſteward ; and that none of his relz 
tions might engage to aſſiſt him, when his life wa 
thus at ftake, crimes of treaſon were ſubjoined, 1 
ſure bar to all help, and a ſeal upon their lips 
_— therefore requeſted an interval of a fey 
days, he dropped all defence, and tried the Emye- 
ror by a Memorial, in which he menaced him with 
the public odium, and blended expoſtulations with 
8 
iberius, the better to palliate by precedent hi 
purpoſes againſt Silanus, cauſed to be recited a Re- 
preſentation from Auguſtus, concerning Voleſus 
Meſſala, Proconſul of the ſame province, and the 
Decree of Senate made againſt him. He then 
aſked Lucius Piſo his opinion. Piſo, after a long 
preface of the Emperor's clemency, propoſed * to 
< interdict Silanus from fire and water, and to ba- 
© niſh him into the ifland Gyarus.“ The rel 
voted the ſame thing, only that Cneius Lentulu 
moved, that the eſtate deſcending from his mother 
Cornelia, ſbould be diſtinguiſhed from his ow, 
© and reſtored to his ſon.“ Tiberius aſſented. But 
Cornelius Dolabella, purſuing his old ftrain of adi- 
lation, and having firſt expoſed the morals of d. 
lanus, added, that no man of profligate mannes 
© and marked with infamy, ſhould be admitted t 
© the lot of Provinces; and of this their charact! 
© the Prince was to judge. Tranſgreſſions, he 
+ ſaid, were puniſhed by the Laws; but how much 
3 | | « moſt 
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more merciful would it be to prevent tranſgreſ- 
« ſors | more merciful to the men themſelves, more 
to the Provinces.” | 
Againſt this Tiberius reaſoned, © that in truth 
© he was not ignorant of the prevailing rumours 
© concerning the conduct of Silanus ; but eſtabliſn- 
ments muſt not be built upon rumours. In the 
« adminiſtration of Provinces, many had diſap- 
pointed our hopes, and many our fears. Some 
© were, by the great weight of affairs, rouſed into 
© vigilance and amendment, others degenerated and 
© ſunk under them. The prince could not within 
' his own view comprize all things, nor was it at 
© all expedient for him to make himſelf anſwerable 
for the characters of other men engaged in pur- 
ſuits of ambition. Laws-were therefore appointed 
© againft facts committed, becauſe all things future 
Hare hid in uncertainty. Such were the inſtitu- 
© ttous of our anceſtors, that if crimes preceded, 
* puniſhments were to follow. Nor ſhould they 
change eſtabliſhments wiſely contrived and always 
approved. The Prince had already ſufficiency of 
* burdens, and even ſufficiency of, power; the au- 
* thority of the Laws decreaſed when that of the 
* prince advanced, nor was Sovereignty to be ex- 
* exciſed where the Laws would ſerve.” A popu- 
lar ſpeech, and the more joyfully heard, as acts 
of popularity were rare with Tiberius. To it he 
adtled, prudent as he was in mitigating exceſſes, 
Where his own proper reſentments did not controul 
him, © that Gyarus was an unhoſpitable iſland, and 
* devoid of human-eulture ; that, in favour to the 
Junian family, and to a Patrician lately of their 
' own order, they ſhould allow him for his place 
of exile the ifle-of Cythera; that this too was the 


' requeſt of Torquata, the fiſter of Silanus, a 
* virgin of primitive ſanity.” This motion 
prevailed. | h ; 


Fe 'The 
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Ihe Cyrenians were afterwards heard, and Ce. 
ſius Cordus, charged by them, and impleaded hy 
Ancharius Priſcus, for plundering the Province, 
was condemned. Lucius Ennius, * 1 Knight, 
was impeached of Treaſon, * for that he had con- 
< yerted an effigies of the Prince into common uſe 
of ſilver ;* but Tiberius withſtood admitting hin 
as a criminal. Againſt this acquittal Ateius Cz 
pito openly declared his proteſt from an affectel 
ſpirit of liberty; © for that the Emperor ought not 
to ſnatch from the fathers the power of penal. 
ties, nor ought ſuch a mighty iniquity to paß 
unpuniſhed ; he, indeed, might be paſſive under 
his own grievances ; but let him not give uy 
the indignation of the Senate, and the injuries 
done the Commonwealth.“ I'iberius conſidered 
rather the drift of theſe words than the expreflion, 
and perſiſted in his interpoſition. The infamy « 
Capito was the more ſignal, becauſe, learned a 
he was in Laws human and divine, he thus de- 
baſed the dignity of the State, and his own -perlo- 
nal accompliſhments. T6 

- The next was a religious debate, in what Temple 
to place the gift vowed by the Roman Knights to 
Fortune ſtiled the Eque/trian, for the recovery 0! 
Livia; for, though in the city were many Temples 
to this Goddeſs, yet none had that title, At lat 
it was diſcovered that at Antium was one thus 
named; and as all the religious Inſtitutions in the 
Cities of Italy, all the Temples and Statues of the 
Deities, were included in the - juriſdiction and ſo- 
vereignty of Rome, the gift was ordered to be pre- 
ſented there, While matters of Religion were on 
foot, the anſwer lately deferred, concerning Servius 
Maluginenſis, Prieſt of Jupiter, was now producei 
by Tiberius, ; who recited a. Statute: of the Pontiß, 
that when the Prieſt of Jupiter was taken ill, he 
might, with the conſent of the chief Pontlh - 
"PT 3 6 Able! 
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« abſent two nights, except on days of public ſa- 
© crifice, and never more than twice in the ſame 
© year,” This regulation, made under Auguſtus, 
ſufficiently ſhewed, that a year's abſence, and the 
adminiſtration of Provinces, were not allowed to 
the Prieſts of Jupiter. He likewiſe quoted the 
example of Lucius Metellus, Chief Pontif, who 
reſtrained to Rome Aulus Poſtumius, who was 
under that character. So the lot of Aſia was con- 
ferred on that Conſular who was next in ſeniority: 


During this time, Lepidus aſked leave of the 
Senate, to ſtrengthen and beautify at his expence 
the Baſilic of Paulus, a peculiar Monument of the 
Emilian family. For even then it was uſual with- 
private men to be magnificent in public ſtructures. 
Nor had Auguſtus blamed Taurus, Philippus, or 
Balbus, for applying their overflowing wealth, or 
the ſpoils of the enemy, towards the decoration of 
the City, and the perpetuation of their own fame. 
By their example Lepidus, though but moderately | 
ich, revived the venerable glory of his Anceſtors. 
But, as the Theatre of Pompey was conſumed by 
accidental fire, Tiberius undertook to rebuild, ity 
beeauſe none of the family were equal to the charge, 
and promiſed that it ſhould, however, be till 
called by the name of Pompey. At the ſame time, 
he celebrated the praiſes of Sejanus, and to his Vis 
glance and efforts aſcribed it, that a flame ſo vio- 
lent was ſtopped at one building only. | Hence the 
Fathers decreed a Statue to Sejanus, to be placed 
on the Theatre of Pompey. Nor was it long 
ater that the Emperor, when he dignified Junius 
Blefus with the enſigns of Triumph, declared, 


that in honour to Seſanus he did it,“ for, to Sev 
eee, bi onoaningitesT 

And yet the actions of Bleſus were, entitled. to ſo 
much diſtinction. is Þ, or, E. though, eſten 
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repulſed, yet ſtill repairing his forces in the hean 
of Africa, had arrived to ſuch a pitch of arrogance, 
that he ſent Embaſſadors to Tiberius, with de- 
mands for a ſettlement to himſelf, and his army, 
otherwiſe he threatened * everlaſting war.” They Micrampe 
fay that upon no occaſion did ever Tiberius, for danger 
any inſult offered himſelf, and the Roman name, Whme 
manifeſt a more ſenſible indignation ;z that a de. {Win fron 
< ſerter and a robber ſhould preſume to offer terms, this m. 
© like an equal foe; when even to Spartacus no This 
© conceſſion was made of being received and treated N bands 
© under the ſanction of the public faith, while, after Nuied b 
the ſlaughter of ſo many Conſular armies, he Wlhe en 
« ſtill carried, with impunity, fire and deſolation feld, 
© through Italy; though the Commonwealth was Nod P. 
then gaſping under two mighty wars, with Serto- Ming 


Book I 


Cirtenſ 
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rtious and Mithridates. Much lefs was T acfarinas, ¶ acqua 


© a free-booter, to be bought off by terms of peace iff farinas 
and conceſſion of lands, whilit the Roman people til, ha 
enjoyed the higheſt pitch of glory and power. denly 
Hence he commiſſioned Bleſus, to enage by the tere 
hopes of indemnity all his foHowers, to lay down Wl the w: 
© their arms; but to get into his hands the leader ¶ likew! 
« himſelf, by whatever means.” Legio 
So that by this pardon many were brought over, ¶ aly d. 
and the war was forthwith proſecuted againſt him Wl their 
by ſtratagems, not unlike his own. For as he, Wl the f. 
who in ſtrength of men was unequal, but in arts of Ml lime: 
ſtealth and pillaging ſuperior, made his incurſions WM once | 
in ſeparate bands, and thence could at once clude ¶ of one 
any attack of ours, and haraſs us by ambuſhes of his; ſome, 
fo on our ſide, three diſtin routes were reſolved, Ml time, 
and three ſeveral bodies formed. Scipio, the Pro- T. 
conſul's Lieutenant, commanded on that quarter I dalon 
whence Tacfarinas made his depredations upon the 2 M 
Leptitanians, and then his retreat amongſt the Gi: grand 
ramantes. In another quarter Bleſus the fon lel Bi dethr 
a band of his on, to protect the terxitory * Ateiv 
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Cirtenſians from ravages; between both marched 
the Proconſul himſelf, with the flower of the army, 


ſerecting forts, and caſting up entrenchments in 


convenient places. By theſe diſpoſitions he ſorely 
cramped the foe, and rendered all their movements 
langerous ; for, which ever way they turned, till 
ome party of the Roman forces was upon them, 
in front, in flank, and often at their heels; and by 


this means many were flain, or made priſoners. 


This triple army was again ſplit by Bleſus into 
bands ſtill ſmaller, and over each a Centurion of 
tried brayery placed. Neither did he, as uſual at 
the end of the ſeaſon, draw off his forces from the 
held, or diſpoſe them into winter-quarters in the 
old Province; but, as in the firſt heat of war, 
having raiſed more forts, he diſpatched light parties, 
acquainted with the wilderneſs, who drove Tac- 
farinas before theni, continually ſhifting his huts ; 
till, having taken his brother, he retreated, too ſud- 
denly however for the good of the province, as 
there were {till left behind inſtruments to rekmdle 
the war. But Tiberius took it for concluded, and 
likewiſe granted to Bleſus that he ſhould be by the 
Lezions ſaluted [mperator, an ancient honour, uſu- 
aly done to the old Roman Captains, who, upon 
their ſucceſsful exploits for their country, were in 
the ſhouts and vehemence of victory, thus com- 
plimented by their armies; and there have been at 
once ſeveral Imperators, without any pre-eminence 
of one over the reſt. It was a title vouchſafed to 
lome, even by Auguſtus, and now, for the laſt 
tune, by Tiberius to Bleſus. 

This year died two illuſtrious Romans, Aſinius 
dloninus, ſplendid in his relations and deſcent ; 
s Marcus Agrippa and Aſinius Pollio were his 
grandfathers, Prulus his half brother, and himſelf 
bethrothed to the Emperor's grand-daughter; and 
Ateius Capito, already mentioned, in civil acquire- 
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ments the principal man in Rome; as to deſcent 
his grand-father was only a Centurion under $yll; 
but his father arrived to the Prætorſhip. Auguſlu 
had puſhed him early into the Conſulſhip, that, by 
the grandeur of that office, he might be ſet aboj: 
Antiſtius Labco, who excelled in equal accom. 
pliſhments ; for that age produced together theſe 
two ornaments of peace. But Labeo preſerve 
unſtained a ſpirit of liberty, and thence was more 
the object of popular renown ; while Capito gained 


by obſequiouſneſs greater credit with thoſe who 


bore rule. The former, as he was never ſuffered 
to riſe beyond the Prætorſhip, met with matter of 
praiſe from a ſource of injury; to the other, with 
the glory of the Conſulate, accrued likewiſe the 
envy, and with envy hatred. 

Junia too, now ſixty- four years after the battle 
of Philippi, finiſhed her courſe; the niece of Cato, 
fiſter of Brutus, and wife of Caſſius. Her Wil 
made much noiſe amongſt the populace; for that 
being immenſely rich, and having honourably d. 
ſtinguiſhed with legacies almoſt all the great mendf 
Rome, ſhe omitted Tiberius; an omiſſion whict 
he took civilly, nor hindered her Panegyric from 
being pronounced in public, nor her Funeral from 


| being celebrated with other cuſtomary ſolemnities 


Before it were borne the Images of twenty the mol 
noble families, the Manlii, the Quinctii, and othe 
names of equal luſtre ; but ſuperior to all ſhort 
Caſſius and Brutus, on this very account, that ther 
Images were not with the reſt ſeen now. 
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The S UM M AR V. 


The riſe and character of Sejanus, captain of the Pre- 


torian guards. His arts and wicked courſes to gain 


" the Em ire. His court to the Soldiery and Senate ; 


be debauches the younger Livia, wife to Dryſus. the 


Emperors ſon, and prompts her to poiſon her huſband. 


The admi niſtration changes ſer the worſe, chiefly by 
bis means, Its lenity and plaufibleneſs hitherto, Ti- 
berius, pon the death of Druſus, recommends to the 


Senate tlie twp ſons of  Germanicus, Sejanus, in 


furſurt of his deſigns, lays ſnares for Agrippina and 
ber children. Tiberius hears the deputies of divers 
The Players and Pantomimes, 
for their i»ſelent behaviour, ban'ſhed from Italy. A 
new prieft of Jupiter, 0 th ncw regulations ab, ut 
115 office. Ihe zeal of the Pontifs and other Ma- 
rates towards the ſons of Germanicus, reſented 
by Tiberius, and of fatal tendency to the young 


225 os Princes. 
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1 Princes. C. Silius his accuſation and condemnatin ane 
I A capital charge againſt Cn. Pico, C. Caſſius, a E. 
4 Plautius Silvanus. T he war raiſed by Tacfaring * 
13 in Africa, ended ly the conduct of 2 Dolabellz, gu. 
1 Tacfarinas himſelf flain. A ſervile war reach t len 
F break out in Italy, but preſently ſuppreſſed. Q. V. pit 
| bius Serenus accuſed of treaſon by his cwn ſon, Þ, mi 
1 Suilius and ethers condemned, particularly Cremutiy 


(i . Cordus the Hiſtorian, for praiſing Brutus an 
ti Caſſius - hrs fine defence and voluntary death. Hi | 
| 1 book ordered to be burnt, yet continued to be rea yea") 


1 The City of Cyſicus bereft of its liberties. TiberuwM (for! 
I. rejefts the offer if a temple and divine honours fron the | 
+0 | the people of Spain. Sejanus, as a ſtep to enpin, tune 
deſires the wid:w of Druſus in marriage. The am. rar 
| ful anſwer and refuſal of Tiberius.— Sejanu, of ty 
alarmed by this, deviſes the removal of the Emu woſe 
from Rome. Deputies from Greece beard canum. Coh 
ing their right to certain ſanfuaries. L. Piſo un-W un 
manding as Prator.in Spain, - murdered .by a Pu ind 
fant. The Thracians of the higher country ru, dore 
and are ſubdued by Poppæus Sabinus, who 15 tha Seju 
hanoured with the triumphal arnaments. Claudia -he 1 
Pulchra accuſed of adultery and condemned. Agrip- Aug 
pina deſires leave of the Emperor to marry, but havi 
as refuſed. A conteſt between eleven Aſiatic ain of A 
about erecting a Temple to Tiberius: Smyrna i by 
referred to all the reſi. Tiberius retires from he 1 
Rome. His great peril in a certain cave : Sejanus, Wl ©? 
to ſave the Emperor, expoſes himſelf : Hence ih C 
| fr eib increaſe of his tower. He ſuborns inſtrumſt by c 
to procure the defliruftion of Nero, the eldeſt fn N tage 
Germanicus, with a further purpiſe to overthriu 
bis who'e houſe. The tragical accident at Fido he | 
from the fall of the Theatre there, whence my f 
thouſands periſhed. A great fire at Rome. I l 
Emperor ſhuts himſelf up in the ifland Coptte. aun 
Titus Sabinus, a faithful friend to Gema my 
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and his family, wicked'y enſnared and betrayed. 
His tragical doom, and its effetts upon the minds of 
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men. The death of Julia, grand. daughter of Au- 
guſtus. The Friſians revilt ; the unſucceſsful at- 
tempts of Lucius Apronius to ſubdue them. Agrip- 
pina the yiunger given in marriage ts Cn. Do- 
mitius. 


TX JHEN Caius Aſinius and Caius Antiſtius 
| were Conſuls, Tiberius was in his ninth 
year, the ftate compoſed, and his family flouriſhir 
(for the death of Germanicus he reckoned amon 
the incidents of his proſperity) when ſuddenly for- 


tune began to grow boiſterous, and he himſelf to 


tyrannize, or to furniſh others with the weapons 


of tyranny, The _— and cauſe of this turn 
aroſe from ZElius Sejanus, 


Captain of the Prætorian 
Cohorts. Of his power J have above made men- 
tion; I ſhall now explain his original, his manners, 


and by what black deeds he ſtrove to ſnatch the 
-dovereignty. He was born at Vulfinii, ſon to 
Sejus Strabo, a Roman Kni 
he was a follower of Caius Cæſar (grand-fon of 


t; in his early youth 


Auguſtus) and lay then under the contumely of 


having for hire expoſed himſelf to the conſtupration 


of Apicius, a debauchee wealthy and profuſe. Next 
by various artifices he ſo enchanted Tiberius, that 
he who to all others was dark and unſearchable, be- 
came to Sejanus alone deſtitute of all reſtraint and 
caution; neither did he ſo much accompliſh this 


by any ſuperior efforts of policy (for at his own. ſtra- 


tagems he was vanquiſhed by others) as by the rage 
of the Gods againſt the Roman State, to which 
he proved alike deſtructive when he flouriſhed and 
when he fell. His perſon was hardy and equal to 


fatigues, his ſpirit daring, ſedulouſly diſguiſing his 


own counſels, prone to blacken others, alike fawn- 
ing and imperious, his deportment exactly modeſt, 
K 4 his 
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his heart foſtering all the luſt of domination, and, 
with this view, engaged ſometimes in profulion and 
luxury, often in notable application and vigilance, 
qualities no Jeſs pernicious, when perſonated by 
ambition for the acquiring of Empire. e 

The authority of his Command over the Guards, 
which was but moderate before his time, he ex. 
tended, by gathering into one Camp all the Pre. 
torian Cohorts then diſperſed over the City, that, 
thus united, they might all at once receive his 
orders, and, by continually beholding their own 
numbers and ſtrength, conceive confidence in them- 
ſelves and: prove a terror to all other men, He 
pretended, that the ſoldiers, while ſcattered, were 
« looſe and debauched; there could, in any haſty 
emergency, be more reliance upon their ſuccour 
<. when together; and, when encamped remote 
from the allurements of the town, their diſcipline 
would be more exact and ſevere.” When the en- 
campment was finiſned, he gradually engaged the 
affections of the ſoldiers, by affability and familiar 
uſage ; it was he too who choſe the Centurion, 
he who choſe the Tribunes. Neither did the Se- 
nate eſcape his court, whilſt he daily diſtinguiſhed 
his followers in it with offices and provinces for 
Tiberius was intirely complying, nay, fo paſſionate 
for him, that not in converſation only, but in his 
ſpeeches to the Senate and people, he extolled him, 
as the ſharer of his burdens, and even allowed his 
Effigies to be publicly adored, in the ſeveral 
Theatres, in all places of popular convention, nay 
at the head of the Legions. 

But the Imperial houſe was yet full of Czar, 
the Emperor's ſon a grown man, and his grand- 


ſons of age; and becauſe the cutting them off all at 


once, was dangerous, the treaſon which he medi- 
tated, required pauſes and a gradation of murders. 


He, .however, choſe the darkeſt method, any (0 
e res | cen 
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begin with Druſus; againſt whom he was tranſ- 
ported with a freſh motive of rage. For, Druſus, 
impatient of a rival, and in his temper inflammable, 
had, upon ſomie occaſional conteſt, ſhaken his fiſt 
at Sejanus, and, as he prepared to reſiſt, given him 
a blow on the face. As he therefore caſt about 
for every expedient of revenge, the readieft ſeemed 


to apply to Livia his wife; ſhe was the ſiſter of 


Germanicus, and from an uncomely perſon in her 
childhood, became afterwards exceeding lovely. 
As he perſonated a vehement paſſion for this Lady, 
he tempted her to adultery, and having accompliſhed 
the firſt iniquity (nor will a woman, who has ſa- 


crificed her chaſtity, ſtick at any other) he prompted. 


her to higher views, thoſe of marriage, of a part- 
nerſhip in the Empire, nay, the murder of her huſ- 
band. Thus ſhe, the niece of Auguſtus, the 
daughter-in-law of Tiberius, the mother of children 
by Druſus, defiled herſelf, her anceſtors, and her 
poſterity, with an adulterer from one of the Mu- 
nicipal Towns, and all to exchange an honourable: 
condition poſſeſſed, for purſuits altogether flagitious. 
and uncertain. Into a fellowſhip in the guilt was. 
aſumed Eudemus, Phyſician to Livia, and, under 
colour of his proſeſñon, frequently with her in pri- 
vate. Sejanus too, to avoid the jealouſy of the: 
adultereſs, diſcharged from his bed Apicata his wife, 
by whom he had three children. But {till the 
migntineſs of the iniquity terrified them, and 
thence created delays, and frequently oppoſite: 
counſels. | 
During this, in the beginning of the year, Druſus, 
one of the ſons of Germanicus, put on the manly: 
Robe, and upon him the Senate conferred the ſame: 
bonours decreed before to his brother Nero. A ſpeech: 
Was added by Liberius, with a large Encomium. 
wor. his ſon, That with the tenderneſs of a father 
dhe uſed the children of his brother, For, Drue- 
WE N 5 7 ſus,, 
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ſus, however rare it be for power and unanimity to 
ſubſiſt together, was eſteemed benevolent, certainy 
not ill- diſpoſed, towards theſe youths. Now again 
was revived by Tiberius the propoſal of a progreſ 
into the Provinces, a ſtale propoſal, but often 
feigned. He pretended for cauſe, © The multi- 
tude of Veterans diſcharged, and thence the ne. 
ceſſity of recruiting the armies z that Volunteers 
« were wanting, or if already ſuch there were, they 
s were chiefly the neceſſitous and vagabonds, and 
* 
1 


deſtitute of the like courage and obedience.“ He 
ikewiſe curſorily recounted the number of the Le- 
gions, and what Countries they defended, a detail 
which, I think, it behoves me alſo to repeat, that 
thence may appear what was then the complement 
of the Roman forces, what Kings their confede- 
rates, and how much more narrow than now the 
limits of the Empire. 

Italy was on each ſide guarded by two flects, 
one at Miſenum, one at Ravenna; and the coal 
joining to Gaul, by the Gallies taken by Auguſtu 
at the Battle of Actium, and ſent powerfully man- 
ned to Forejulium. But the chief ſtrength Jay 
upon the Rhine, even eight Legions, as a common 
guard upon the Germans and the Gauls. The re- 
duction of Spain, lately completed, was maintained 
by three. Mauritania was poſſeſſed by King 29 
a Realm which he held as a gift from the Roman 
people ; the reft of Africa by two Legions, and 
Egypt by the like number. Four Legions kept 
in ſubjection all the mighty range of count!) 
extending from Syria as far as the Euphrates, and 
bordering upon the Iberians, Albanians, and oth 
Principalities, who by our might are protected 
againſt foreign Powers. Thrace was held 9 
Rhemetalces, and the ſons of Cotys ; and bod 
banks of the Danube by four Legions, two in Pan- 
nonia, two in Mœſia. In Dalmatia likewiſe — 
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y to WM placed two, who, by the ſituation of the country, 
unly were at hand to ſupport the former, and had not 
gain I far to march into Italy, were any ſudden ſuccours 
pref Ml required there; . Rome too had her peculiar 
ften MW ſoldiery, three City-Cohorts, and nine Prætorian, 
ulti- WW liſted chiefly out of Etruria and Umbria, or from 
 ne- the ancient Latium and the old Roman Colonies.. 
teerz In the ſeveral Provinces, beſides, were diſpoſed, 
they W according to their ſituation and neceſſity, the fleets 
and of the ſeveral confederates, with their ſquadrons of 
He WI horſe and battalions of foot; a number of forces not 
Le- much different from all the reſt ; but the particular 
letail I detail would be uncertain, ſince, according to the 
that N exigency of times, they often ſhifted ſtations, with. 
ment W numbers ſometimes enlarged, ſometimes reduced. 
fede- MM It will, I believe, fall in properly here to review 
7 the W allo the other parts of the Adwinifiration, and by 
what meaſures it was hitherto conducted, till with: 
ects, MM the beginning of this year the Government of Ti- 
coalt MW berius began to change terribly for the worſe. Firſt 
uſtus ten, all public, and every private buſineſs of mo- 
man · I ment, was determined by the Senate; to the great 
| Jay men he allowed liberty of debate, thoſe who in, 
mon their debates lapſed into flattery, he checked; in 
e re- ¶ conferring preferments, he conſidered ancient no- 
ained I bility, renown in war abroad, and civil accom- 
ſuba, Wiliſhments at home; inſomuch that it was manifeſt, 
»man WW his choice could not have been better. Fhere re- 
andi mained to the Conſuls, there remained to the Præ- 
kept I tors, the uſual marks of their dignities, to inferior 
intry, Magiſtra tes the independent exerciſe of their charges; 
andi nd the Laws, where the power of the Prince was 


other not concerned, were in proper force. The tributes, 
ected g duties, and all public receipts, were directed by 
d % eompanies of Roman Knights; the management of: 
boch dis own revenue he committed to thoſe well known: 


Pan-WMW'© himſelf for their qualifications, and toſuch:whom. 
wen e knew by reputation alone; and when: once 
laced K ©. taken, 
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taken, they were continued, without all reſtriction 


of term, ſince moſt grew old in the ſame employ. 
ments. The populace were indeed aggrieved by 
the dearth of proviſions, but without any fault of 
the Prince, nay, he ſpared no poſſible expence nor 
pains to remedy the effects of barrenneſs in the 
earth, and of wrecks at ſea, He provided that the 


| Provinces ſhould not be oppreſſed with new impo- 


9 


are ſteep and perillous, but, when once you ate 


ſitions, and that no extortion, or violence ſhould 
be committed by the Magiſtrates in raiſing the old 
no infamous corporal puniſhments were inflicted 
there, no confiſcations of goods. 

The Emperor's poſſeſſions through Italy were 
thin, the behaviour of his ſlaves modeſt, the freed- 
men who managed his houſe, few; and in his di- 
putes with particulars, the Courts were open and 
the Law equal. 
not in truth, in the popular ways of complaiſance, 
but always ſtern, and for the moſt part dreaded, yr 
fill he retained them, till by the death of Druſus 
they were quite abandoned ; for, as long as he lived 
they continued; becauſe Sejanus, while he was 
but laying the foundations of his power, ſtuclicd to 
recommend himſelf by good counſels, and had then 
an avenger to fear, one who diſguiſed not his en 


mity, but was frequent in his complaints, Tha: 


.« when the ſon was in his prime, another was calle, 
as Coadjutor, to the Government; nay, how 


little was wanting; to his being declared College 


in the Empire? The firſt advanees to Sovereign 


© entered, parties and inſtruments are ready i 
eſpouſe you. Already a Camp for the Guar 
« was formed, by the pleaſure and authority of ihe 
Captain; into his hands the ſoldiers were de- 


6 livered ; in the Theatre of Pompey his Statue 


vas beheld; in his grand-children would be 
mixed the blood. of the Druſi with that 


All which reſtraints he obſerved, | 
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« Sejanus. After all this, what remained but to 
« ſupplicate his modeſty to reſt contented here.” 
Nor was it rarely that he uttered theſe diſguſts, nor 


to a few; beſides, his wife being debauched, all 


his ſecrets were betrayed. | 
Sejanus therefore judging it time to diſpatch, 
choſe ſuch a poiſon as by operating gradually, might 


preſerve the appearances of a caſual diſeafe. This 


was adminiſtered to Druſus by Lygdus the Eunuch, 
2s, eight years after, was learnt. Now, durin 


all the days of his illneſs, Tiberius diſcloſed no 


ſymptoms of anguiſh (perhaps from oſtentation of 
a firmnefs of ſpirit) nay, when he had expired, 
and while he was yet unburied, he entered the 
Senate, and finding the Conſuls placed upon a 
common ſeat, as a teſtimony of their grief, he ad- 
moniſhed them of their dignity and ſtation ;. and, 
as the Senators burſt into tears, he ſmothered his 
riing ſighs, and animated them by a Speech ut- 
tered without heſitation. * He, in truth, was ndt 
ignorant that he might be cenſured, for: havin 

© thus in the firſt throbs of forrow, beheld the face 


Hof the Senate, when moſt of thoſe wha mourn 


can ſcarce endure the ſoothings of their kindred, 


* ſcarce behold the day; neither were ſuch to: be 


condemned of weakneſs : but for himſelf, he had 
+ more powerful conſolations, fuch as aroſe from 


| * cheriſhing and guarding the Commonwealth. 


He then lamented © the extreme age of his mother, 
the tender years of his grand-fons, his own days 
in declenſion, and deſired that, as the on 

* alleviation of the preſent evils, the Children of 
© Germanicus might be introduced.” The Con- 
ſuls therefore went for them, and having with kind 


words fortified their young minds, preſented them 


to the Emperor. He took them by the hand, and 
aid, Conſoript. fathers, theſe infants, bereft of 
\ their father, I committed to their uncle, and. bo- 
25 | « ſought 
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<« ſought him that, though he had iſſue of his own, 
© he would rear and nouriſh them no otheryif 
than as the immediate offspring of his blood, 
© that he would appropriate them as ſtays to him- 
< ſelf and poſterity. Druſus being ſnatched from 
© us, to you I addrefs the ſame prayers, and in 
the preſence of the Gods, in the face of you 
country, I adjure you, receive into your pro- 
« tection, take under your tuition the great grand- 
© children of Auguſtus, children, deſcended from 
< anceſtors the moſt glorious in the State. To- 
'< wards them fulfil your own, fulfil my duty. To 
© you, Nero, and to you, Druſus, theſe Senators 
are in the ſtead of a father, and ſuch is the ſitua- 
tion of your birth, that on the Commonwealth 
muſt light all the good and evil which befalls 
4 vou. 

All this was heard with much weeping, and 
followed with propitious prayers and vows ; and 
had he only gone thus far, and in his ſpeech ob- 


ſerved a medium, he had left the ſouls of his hearers 


full of ſympathy and applauſe. But, by renewing 
an old project, always chimerical and fo often ri- 
diculed, about . reftoring the Republic, reinſtat- 
ing it again in the Conſuls, or whoever elſe 
© would undertake the adminiſtration,” he forteitet 
his faith even in aſſertions which were commen- 
dable and ſincere. To the memory of Druſus 
were decreed the ſame ſolemnities as to that of 
Germanicus, with many ſuperadded, agreeably to 
the genius of flattery, which delights in ſurpaſſing 
and additions. Moſt ſignal was the luſtre of the 
Funeral in a pompous proceſſion of Images, when 


at it appeared, in a long train of anceſtors, Eneas, 
father of the Julian race, all the Kings of Alba, 


Romulus founder of Rome, then the Sabine Nobi- 
lity, Attus Clauſus, and his deſcendents of the 
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un, In relating the death of Druſus, I have followed 
ike te greateſt part of our Hiſtorians, and the moſt 
od, Wl faithful. I would not, however, omit a rumour 
im- Wl which in thoſe times was ſo prevailing that it is 
om not extinguiſhed in ours, * That Sejanus having 
in MW by adultery gained Livia to the murder, had 
our likewiſe engaged by conſtupration the affections 
ro- and concurrence of Lygdus the Eunuch, becauſe 
nd. Wl © Lygdus was, for his youth and lovelineſs, dear 
om to his maſter, and one of his chief attendants ; 
To- (that when the time and place of poiſoning were 
To by the conſpirators concerted, the Eunuch car- 
tors Wl ried his boldneſs ſo high, as to charge upon Dru- 
u3- Ml © fus a deſign of poiſoning Tiberius, and ſecret! 
alth Wl © warning the Emperor of this, adviſed him to 
alls Wl © ſhun the firft draught offered him in the next 
« entertainment at his ſon's; that the old man 
and Wl * liſtening to this impoſture, after he had ſate down 
and to table, having received the cup delivered it to 
ob- © Druſus, who ignorantly and gaily drank it off, 
rers Wl © and this heightened the jealouſy of Tiberius, as 
ing if through fear and ſhame his ſon had ſwallowed 
r- the ſame deadly draught which he had prepared 
tat- for his father.“ 
elle Theſe rumours current amongſt the populace, 
ited beſides that they are ſupported by no certain Au- 
thor, may be eaſily refuted. For, who of com- 
mon prudence (much leſs Tiberius, ſo long prac- 
tſed in great affairs) would preſent to his own ſon, 
without hearing him, the mortal bane, with his 
own hands too, and cutting off for ever all poſſi- 
bility of retraction? Why would he not rather 
dave tortured the miniſter of the poiſon? Why not 
nquired into the contriver? Why not obſerved 
towards his only ſon, a fon hitherto convicted of 
no iniquity, that inherent ſlowneſs and heſitation, 
vhich he practiſed even in his proceedings to- 
vards ſtrangers? But as Sejanus was ian the 
ramer 
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framer of every wickedneſs, therefore, from the 
exceſhve fondneſs of Tiberius towards him, and 
from the hatred of others towards both, things thi 
moſt fabulous and direful were believed' of them; 
beſides that common ſame is ever moſt fraught 
with tales of horror upon the departure of Princes, 
In truth, the plan and proceſs of the murder wenf 
firſt diſcovered by Apicata, wife of Sejanus, and 
laid open upon the rack by Eudemus and Lygdus, 
Nor has any Writer appeared” ſo outragious th 
charge it upon T'iberius, though in other inſtances 
they have fedulonſly collected and inflamed ever 
action of his. My own purpoſe in recounting and 
cenſuring this rumour, was to blaſt, by fo glaring a 
example, the credit of groundleſs tales, and to re 
-queſt of thoſe into whoſe hands our preſent undertak- 
ing ſhall come, that they would not prefer hear 
ſays, void of credibility and raſnly ſwallowed, to the 
narrations of truth not adulterated with romance, 


Nov, whilſt Tiberius was'pronouncing in pub- W 
lic the Panegyric of his ſon, the Senate and peo fave 
ple aſſumed the port and accent of mourners, . Nome. 
ther in appearance than cordially ; and in-the "ay 
hearts exulted to ſee the houſe of Germanicus be. I ge Cie 
gin to revive. But this dawn of fortune, and the Achaia 


conduct of Agrippina, ill diſguiſing her hopes, I - rig 
quickened the overthrow of that houſe. For »c- 


Janus, when he ſaw the death of Druſus paſs un- bb 
revenged upon his murderers, and no public le- kth 
mentation following it, undaunted now in villany * 
ſince his firſt efforts had ſucceeded, deviſed with "Wh 
himſelf, how to deſtroy the ſons of Germanicu, ed, a, 


whoſe ſucceſſion to the Empire was now unqueſ⸗ This C 
tionable. There were three of them, and, fron, c. 
the diſtinguiſhed fidelity of their Governors, all 


. W 2 panion 
incorruptible chaſtity of Agrippina, could not be tives 
all circumvented by poiſon. He therefore chok Rar 


to arraign her for the haughtineſs of her pits 
45 1 
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couſe the old hatred of Livia the elder, and the 
guilty heart of his late accomplice, Livia the 
ſounger; that they might charge her to the Em- 
peror, as elated with pride for her numerous 
( ifſue ; and that, confiding in the zeal of the po- 
© pulace, ſhe was panting after the ſovereignty.” 
The young Livia acted in this engagement by craf- 
y calumniators, amongſt whom ſhe had particu- 
arly choſen Julius Poſthumus, a man every way 
qualified for her purpoſes, as he was the adulterer 
o Mutilia Priſca, and thence a confident of her 
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= rand-mother's ; (for, over the mind of the Em- 

11 preſs, Priſca had powerful influence) and by their 
2 i cans the old woman, in her oven nature tender 
_— and jealous of her power, was rendered utterly 
n reconcileable to the widow of her grand - ſon. 


duch too as were neareſt the perſon of Agrippina, 
were prompted to be continually enraging her tem- 
peſtuous heart by perverſe repreſentations. 

Tiberius the while, no ways relaxing the cares 
of Government, but applying for conſolation to 
affairs, attended the adminiſtration of juſtice at 
Rome, and diſpatched the petitions from the Pro- 
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. ſinces. By a Decree of Senate, at his motion, 

de City of Cibyra in Aſia, and that of Ægyra in 

nd the | 5 

a Achaia, both overthrown by an earthquake, were 
? 


ealed of tribute for three years. Vibius Serenus 
too, Proconſul of the furthermoſt Spain, was con- 
demned for arbitrary adminiſtration, and for the 
lvageneſs of his conduct baniſhed into the iſle of 
Amorgos. Carſius Sacerdos, charged with ſup- 
Pying corn to the enemy Tacfarinas, was acquit- 
ed, as was Caius Gracchus of the ſame crime. 
This Caius was in his childhood carried by his fa- 
tier Sempronius into the iſland Cercina, as a com- 
panion in his exile, he grew up there amongſt fu- 
atives, and men deſtitute of liberal education, and 
lterwards ſuſtained himſelf by ſordid traffic be- 
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tween Africa and Sicily. Nor thus low did % 5ch w 


eſcape the perils that wait on elevated fortune hr frier 


but, had not Ælius Lamia and Lucius AproniuM able cc 


ſucceſſively Proconſuls in Africa, protected hin ſmiling 


he muſt have fallen an innocent victim to the ob one wi 
noxious ſplendor of his illuſtrious unhappy race Rhodes 
and to the calamitous fate of his father. the Se1 
This year alſo brought deputations from th fatue t. 
Grecian cities, one from the people of Samos, ont fury, it 
from thoſe of Coos, the former to requeſt that th nate ev 
ancient right of Sanctuary in the Temple of Jun that Lu 
might be confirmed; the latter to ſollicit the ſand in Aſia 
confirmation for that of Æſculapius. The Samiangiſ brough: 
claimed upon a Decree of the Council of Amphic peror 
tions, the ſupreme Judicature of Greece, at great e. 
time when the Greeks by their cities founded i no ar 
Alia, poſſeſſed the maritime coaſts. Nor haf his d- 
they of Coos a weaker title to Antiquity ; to which riſdié 
likewiſe accrued the pretenſions of the place to ti he h. 
friendſhip of Rome; for they had fecured in t there 
Temple of AÆſculapius all the Roman citizen Thus t 
there, when by the order of King Mithridate i this jut 
ſuch were univerſally butchered throughout all ti before 
Cities, of Aſia and the Iſles. And now, after mam Tem 
complaints from the Prætors, for the moſt part in Senate, 
effectual, the Emperor at laſt made a repreſenta conceſſ 
tion to the Senate, concerning the licentioulne i Senato 
of the players, that in many inſtances they rail charm 
« ſeditious tumults, and violated the public peace Wl they w 
© and, in many, promoted debauchery in pr] cied it 
families; that the O/can Farce, formerly only nl There 
© contemptible delight of the vulgar, was riſen "WM modeſt 
© ſuch a prevailing, pitch of credit and enormitl perſon 
„that it required the authority of the Senate , that tl 
check it” The Players therefore were dw more 
out of Italy. | | Abc 
The ſame year carried off one of the twins i courſe 


Druſus, and thence aMicted the Emperor 8 piter, 
I . 
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freſh woe; nor with leſs for the death of a particu- 
ar friend. It was Lucillius Longus, the inſepa- 
table companion of all the traverſes of his fortune, 
hin fniling or ſad, and, of all the Senators, the only 
e ob one who accompanied him in his retirement at 
race Rhodes. For this reaſon, though but a new man, 
the Senate decreed him a public funeral, and a 
ſtatue to be placed, at the expence of the Trea- 
ſury, in the ſquare of Auguſtus, For by the Se- 
at the nate even yet all affairs were tranſacted, infomuch 
Jung that Lucillius Capito, the. Emperor's Comptroller 
ame in Aſia, was, at the accuſation of the Province, 
man brought upon his defence before them; the Em- 
phie peror too, upon this occaſion, proteſted, with 
at d great earneſtneſs, that from him Lucillius had 
led i no authority but over his ſlaves, and in collecting 
r ha © his domeſtic-rents ; that if he had uſurped the ju- 
wich riſdiction of Prætor, and employed military force, 
to th he had ſo far violated his orders; they ſhould 
in t therefore hear the allegations of the Province. 
112088 Thus the accuſed was upon trial condemned. For 
idate f this juſt vengeance, and that inflicted the year 
11! th before on Calus Silanus, the cities of Alia decreed 
mah Temple to Tiberius, and his Mother, and the 
art u Senate, and obtained leave to build it. For this 
ſent conceſſion Nero made a ſpeech of thanks to the 
uſncil Senators and his grand-father, a ſpeech which 


N th 


' rail Wi charmed the affections of his hearers, who, as 
Peace ¶ they were full of the memory of Germanicus, fan- 
rw cied it was him they heard, and him they ſaw. 
11y h There was allo in the youth himſelf an engaging 
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modeſty, and a gracefulneſs becoming a princely 
perſon ; ornaments, which, by the known hatred 
that threatened him from Sejanus, became {till 
More dear and revered, 

About the ſame time the Emperor made a dif- 
courſe + about the choice of a new Prieſt of Ju- 
pter, in the room of Servius Maluginenſis de- 

— ceaſed; 
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'« the genius of the times.” The 8. 
having diſcuſſed the grounds and qualifications of 
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ceaſed; for that it was the ancient cuſtom to 
name three, born of parents who had in their 
nuptials obſerved the form of Confarreation; 
but now that the buſineſs of Confarreation was 
quite omitted, or by few obſerved, there remained 
not then, as formerly, the ſame ſcope for choice, 
There were ſeveral cauſes of that omiſſion, the 
principal, a want of zeal both in men and vo- 
men for that rite, together with the difficulties 
attending it, whence they were prompted to 
avoid it; beſides that the paternal authority was 
for ever loſt over any ſon who acquired that 
prieſthood, and over any daughter who married 
him. The Senate therefore ought by ſome ex- 
pedient to remove theſe diſcouragements, after 
rigid uſages of antiquity, and adapted them to 

The Senate therefore, 


that prieſthood, agreed to make no change from 
the firſt inſtitution.” Only a Law paſſed, * that 
the Prieſteſs of Jupiter, ſhould, in the adnuni- 
ſtration of things ſacred, be under the dominion 
of her huſband, but be ſubject, in other things, 
to the common treatment of other women.” To 
conclude, Maluginenſis the ſon ſucceeded his fa- 
ther. And, to raiſe the reputation of the Prielt- 
hood, and warm the affections of the Prieſts them- 
ſelves towards ſacred ſolemnities, a preſent of two 
thouſand great ſeſterces * was decreed to Cornelia, 
choſen Superior of the Veſtal virgins in the place 


a a K K „ 


of Scantia; and to Auguſta a privilege granted, 


that as often as ſhe went to the Theatre, ſhe 
ſhould fit amongſt them. | | 
In the Conſulſhip of Cornelius Cethegus and 


Vilellius Var TO, the Pontiffs, and by their exam- 


®* About fifty thouſand Crowns. 


ol 
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ple the other Prieſts, while they were offering vows 
for the proſperity of the Emperor, recommended 
fkewiſe Nero and Druſus to the care of the fame 
Gods, not ſo much from any tendernefs towards 
theſe youths, as from flattery, a practice which, 
when the public manners' are corrupt, it is dange- 
rous to exceed in, and alike dangerous to forbear. 
For, Tiberius, never benevolent to the houſe of 
Germanicus, was now provoked beyond all pa- 
tence, that no difference was made between 
their youth and his years, and ſending for the 
Pontifs, examined them, whether to the entrea- 
( ties, or menaces of Agrippina, they had paid 
© that compliment?” And though they denied both, 
he reproved them, but reproved them gently, for 
molt of them were his own kinſmen, or men of 
the firſt diſtinction in Rome. But in the Senate 
he made a ſet ſpeech, warning all of them for the 
time to come, not to intoxicate the giddy ſpirit 
* of the youths with the pride of over-early and 
'precipitate honours,” He was in truth inſtigated 
continually by Sejanus, who urged, that Rome 
was rent into contending parties, rent as in a 
Civil war; already there were thoſe who boldly 
called themſelves the Partizans of Agrippina; 
Hand if no ſtop were put, the faction would in- 
* creaſe, Nor was there any other remedy for the 
' prevailing ſpirit of faction, than the cutting off 
one or two of the moſt formidable.” 
With this view he fell upon Cains Silius and 
Titius 'Sabinus. The friendſhip of Germanicus 
was fatal to both; but to Silius there were other 
exceptions : he had for ſeven years commanded a 
powerful army; he had for his exploits in Ger- 
= been diſtinguiſhed with the enſigns of Tri- 
umph; he had ſubdued the revolting Gauls under 
derovit; ſo that from the noiſe * eclat of his 
all, proportionable terror would feize aber 
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V. 
m- concealed, his deteſtable avarice after victory, 
ure and the behaviour of his wife.” Without doubt, 


either could be acquitted of public rapine ; but 
he whole charge was brought under the article of 
reaſon, and Silius prevented by a voluntary death 
e impending condemnation. | 

His eſtate however eſcaped not the cruelty of the 
tence, not that out of it might be repaid the 
noney extorted from the Gauls ; for none of the 
Gauls reclaimed it: but the precedent of Au- 
nſtus *, being now rejected, an exact calculation 
nd payment was made of all the effects of Silius 
kimed by the Exchequer. This was the firſt 
ne Tiberius manifeſted any paſſion for another 
man's wealth. Sofia was ſentenced to baniſhment 
it the motion of Aſinius Gallus, who propoſed, 
that half her effects ſhould be forfeited, half left 
to her children.“ Marcus Lepidus, on the con- 
ary, propoſed © the fourth part to the accuſers, 
a the Law required, all the reſt to the children.” 


ſhort rds Lepidus I find to have been, for thoſe times, 
poſed viſe and upright man; for, by him the exceſſive 
y forittery, and cruel counſels of others were often 
trial; {Witizated, Neither did he in theſe his interpo- 


ions neglect a temperament, fince he ſtill main- 
uned at an equal heigth his character with the 
udlic, and the favour of Tiberius. Hence I am 
ren to doubt, whether the good liking of Princes 
© ſome, and their antipathy to others, be, like 
there-Wier things, owing to blind fate and the lot of 
s werWavity, or whether the difference be determined 
o had the wiſdom and conduct of men; and whether 
the poſſible to proceed in a ſafe path, at an equal 
Wance from abrupt contumacy, and ſlaviſh ſub- 
ce, un, neither courting power, nor threatened by 


© long condemned upon their children. 
con it. 


? Auguſtus was wont to beſtow the fortunes of RE: 
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it. Cotta Meſſalinus, a man deſcended from an 


ceſtors no leſs illuſtrious than Lepidus, but of J etate, 
different ſpirit, propoſed to provide by a Decree ¶ odd in 
Senate, that the Magiſtrates of the ſeveral Pro Abc 
« vinces, however innocent themſelves, and ene bor, fe 
© unacquainted with the miſmanagement of other lis wi 
ſhould yet be equally puniſhed for the crimes Q #25 ca 
«© their wives, as for their own.” | the Er 
The next proceeding was againſt Calpumu as if 
Piſo, a man of noble deſcent, and an undauntM* ©» 
heart. For, it was he who, as I have related berius 
loudly proteſted in the Senate, © that he woll vere ff 
© abandon Rome, to eſcape the implacable band her ſtr 
of the accuſers ;* it was he who had, in defian ud Ju 
of the power of Auguſta, dared to proſecute be mothe1 
favourite Urgulania, and to demand her out of ti '* be 
palace of the Emperor. All which Tiberius paſl regard 
over for the preſent courteouſly ; but in a foul li crimin; 
his, brooding over vengeance, though the trank cauſed 
ports of reſentment had abated, the deep imprel mantin 
ſions remained. Quintus Granius charged Pi dy cha 
with treaſonable words privately uttered again of | 
the Majeſty of the Emperor; and added, ti Thi. 
he kept poiſon in his houſe, and came into ti ung w 
Senate armed with a dagger ;* an article too hel tie fort 
nous to be true, and therefore dropped. Yet fe exploit. 
other crimes, which were accumulated manifo' mump| 
he was put upon his trial, but, through the inte that th 
yention of a ſeaſonable death, never condemne adornec 
Then too came before them the buſineſs of Call aged 
52verus, the exile, a man ſordid in his birth, es fre 
his life miſchievous, but a powerful ſpeaker, wi reedme 
in conſequence of the enemies he had madſi deir K 
powerful and many without meaſure, had dra en for 
upon himſelf an order of Senate, paſſed with I tue 
folemnity of ſwearing, for his baniſhment int lepreda 
Crete; where, by following continually his wort lot thay 
practices, he excited a combination of old cnn”) bu 
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were magnified by great diſtance and report. From 


the province itſelf too flowed in all that were indi- 
gent in their fortune, all that were diſorderly in 


their lives, the more readily, becauſe the Empe- 


ror, after the feats performed by Blæſus, as if there 
had no longer remained any enemy in Africa, had 
ordered the ninth Legion to be brought back; nor 
durſt Publius Dolabella, that year Proconſul there, 
retain it, as he dreaded more the orders of the 
Prince, than the caſualties of the war. | 
Tacfarinas therefore diſperſed a rumour, * that 
c ſeveral other nations too were tearing piecemeal 
the Roman ſtate; hence their forces were by 
< degrees drawing off from Africa; and the re- 
© mainder. might be wholly deſtroyed, if all, to 
© whom liberty was dearer than bondage, would 
© with all their might, engage them.“ By this 
rumour his forces were augmented, and he begirt 
the city of Thubuſcum. But Dolabella, drawing 
together what ſoldiers there were, at his firſt ap- 


- proach raiſed the ſiege, by the terror of the Ro- 


man name, and as the Numidians can never ſtand 
the attack of our foot. He likewiſe fortified the 


proper places, and at the ſame time executed the 


chiefs of the Muſulanians, juſt ready to revolt. 
Now, becauſe. by many expeditions againſt Tac- 
farinas, it was manifeſt that, not by a heavy army 
and a ſingle onſet, ſuch a rambling foe was to be 
effectually puſhed ; the Proconſul having therefore 
called to his aid King Ptolemy, with a body of 
his ſubjects the Moors, formed four bands. Theſe 
he committed to the Commanders of the Leg:ons 
and Tribunes; certain parties appointed to cou 
and pillage the country, were conducted by done 
choſen Moors; he himſelf moved hom quartet 9 
quarter, to direct the whole, 3 
Not long after tydings came, thut the Nun 


dans had pitched their huts abaut A nig 
6 Ca ble. 
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caſtle, burnt down formerly by themſelves, its 
ename Auzea, truſting now to its ſituation, be- 
cauſe it was ſhut in on every fide by vaſt foreſts.” 
Forthwith were diſpatched the horſe and foot, a 
aid march, themſelves not knowing whither ; 
nd juſt at dawn of day, with trumpets ſounding, 
ind dreadful ſhouts, they were upon the Barba- 
fans ſtill half aſleep, their horſes fettered, or ſtrag- 
ing looſly at graſs. The Romans were come pre- 
ured, their foot in cloſe array, their troops mar- 
hilled, all things diſpoſed for battle; the enemy, 
an the contrary, intirely unapprized, without arms, 
it order, or counſel, were, with the paſſiveneſs of 
ſheep, caught, ſlaughtered, and dragged away 
aptive, »The ſoldiers, embittered by the remem- 
Irance of all their labours, and againſt a foe which 
kad ſo long eluded the fight ſo often courted, had 
ach his fill of vengeance and blood. Through all 
he ranks the word ran, that they muſt particu- 
' larly make ſure of Tacfarinas, known to them 
all by ſo many conflicts; nothing beſides killing 
the leader could extinguiſh the war.” His Guards 
were already fallen round him, his fon was already 
n bonds, and the Romans on every fide pouring 
yon him; he therefore deſperately ruſhed amongſt 
be darts, and by a death accompanied with many 
tours, eſcaped captivity, And thus was an end 
ut to the war. | | 
Dolabella deſired the enſigns of triumph, but 
ms refuſed by Tiberius, in compliment to Seja- 
ls, that the late glory of his uncle Blæſus might 
ot thence be obliterated. But this derived no new 
ure upon Blæſus, while to Dolabella more glory 
Krued from honour denied, ſince with a ſmaller 
amy he had ſlain the General, led many diſtin- 
wlhed captives, and bore the renown of havin 
molly concluded the war. He was alſo attended 
Wh Embaſſadors from the Garamantes, a rare 


L 2 ſight 
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ſight in Rome ! That nation, ſtruck with the death 


of Tacfarinas, and conſcious of guilt, had fent 
them to appeaſe the reſentment of the Roman peo- 
ple. And now that the zeal of Ptolemy, during 
that war was known, in his favour was revived 2 
cuſtom of remote antiquity, and. one of the Senators 
ſent to deliver him the ivory ſtaff and painted robe; 


(the uſual preſents of the ancient Roman Senate) 


and to ſalute him King, Friend, and Confederate, 
The ſame ſummer, the ſeeds of a ſervile war 
ſpreading through Italy, were by chance ſuppreſſed. 
The author of the ſtir was Titus Curtiſius, for- 
merly a ſoldier of the Prætorian Guards. His firſt 
eſſays were at clandeſtine meetings in Brunduſium, 
and the neighbouring towns; afterwards by decla- 
rations publicly hung up, he was inciting to liberty 
the Agrarian ſlaves, who, from living in wild and 
remote foreſts, were themſelves wild and fierce; 
when, as it were, by the benignity of the Gods, 
three galleys belonging to the merchants landed on 


that coaſt. Curtius Lupus too, the Quæſtor, was 


then in theſe parts, as to him had fallen for his 


Juriſdiction, according to ancient eſtabliſhment, the 


reſtraining of robberies in the woods and roads of 
the foreſts. L 
by them defeated the conſpiracy, juſt breaking out; 
ſo that Staius the Tribune diſpatched thither by 
the Emperor, with a ſtout band, dragged the leader 
himſelf and his moſt reſolute partizans to Rome, 
which was already in a terror, on account of the 
multitude of domeſtic ſlaves, that were ſtill aug- 
menting immenſly, while the genuine commonalty 
daily dwindled. | 

During the ſame Conſuls, were brought into the 
Senate a father arraigned, and his ſon the accuſer, 
both named Vibius Serenus ; a ſad example of hor- 
rot and calamity of the times | the father already an 


exile, now haled back to a freſh trial, covered with 
rags 


Lupus marſhalled the ſeamen, and | 
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rags and naſtineſs, then too bound in chains, heard 
himſelf impleaded by his ſon. The young man, 
irefſed with mighty 93 with a countenance 
chearful and elate, alledged © a plot framed againſt 
the Emperor, and that ſome of the conſpirators 
were ſent into Gaul, to inſtigate a rebellion 
© there.” Thus he became againſt his father a 
witneſs as well as an informer. He likewiſe 
charged Cæcilius Cornutus, formerly Prætor, 
© with having furniſhed money.“ Cornutus had, 
in truth, with his own hands diſpatched himſelf, 
only from the pain of anxiety,. and becauſe he held 
accuſation for a certain ſignal of deſtruction. The 
accuſed, on the other ſide, with a ſpirit nothing 
dejected, turning full upon his ſon, and ſhaking his 
chains, invoked © the avenging Gods, that to 
{ himſelf they would firſt reſtore his place of exile, 
' where, far from. ſuch direful doings he might paſs 
his days; and that juſt vengeance might one day 
© overtake his ſon.* He inſiſted too, © that Cor- 
' nutus was innocent, and only terrified with forged 
© crimes, as might be eaſily learnt, if other ac- 
complices were produced; for it was not proba- 
ble that, with one confederate only, he ſhould 
have meditated the murder of the Prince, and a 

change of the State.” ; 
The accuſer then named Cneius Lentulus, and 
deius Tubero, to the great confuſion of Tiberius, 
when men of the firſt hgure in Rome, his own in- 
mate friends, Lentulus extremely old, Tubero 
broken with infirmities, were charged with deviſing 
boſtile inſurrections againſt the State. But they 
were both paſſed over without a pauſe. Againſt 
the father his ſlaves were examined upon the rack; 
and their examination went againſt the accuſer, 
who, diſtracted with guilt, and frightened beſides 
vith the threatnings of = populace, dooming him 
3 — 


| to the dungeon, the rack, and the pains of part 


from Ravenna, and compelled to proſecute his x 


hearſed by Tiberius, who alſo charged him with 
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cide, fled out of Rome. He was dragged hat 
cuſation; Tiberius, no wiſe concealing his d. 
hatred to the exile Serenus, for that, after the con 
demnation of Libo, he had by letters upbraided ths 
Emperor, that his ſignal zeal in that trial remainel 
without reward; he had likewiſe inſerted ſome ex 
preſſions more contumacious than ſafe in the tende 
ears of a Prince naturally proud and prone to r- 
ſentment. His words were eight years after te 


many miſdemeanors during that interval, thoug 
through the obſtinacy of his ſlaves nothing, he aid 
could be diſcovered by torture. 

'The votes being taken, and Serenus ſentenced 
« to death, according to the rigour of antiquity, 
Tiberius, to ſoften the public odium, oppoſed it 
Fhen Aſinius Gallus propoſed, © to ſhut him up 
in the iſle of Gyarus or Donuſa :* a motion 
which Tiberius alſo rejected, arguing, * that bot 
© theſe iſles were deſtitute of water, and that to 
< whom they granted life, the conveniencies of 
life ought likewiſe to be granted.“ Thus Sere 
nus was carried back to Amorgos. And now that 
Cornutus had died by his own hands, it was moved 
to abrogate the rewards of the accuſers, as often 
© as any perſon, ages with treaſon, ſhould, 
before judgment paſſed, put an end to his own 
© life.” And this motion had been followed, but 
that Tiberius complained, with ſternneſs, and nowy 
contrary to his wonted reſerves, an open advocat 
for the accuſers, that by it the laws would be de- 
© feated, and the Commonwealth overthrow! 3 
< let them rather, he ſaid, diflolve the laws, than 
« diſmiſs their guardians,” Thus the accuſers, 1 
ſort of men formed for the deſtruction of hun" 
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kind, and indeed, by no pains or terrors, ever ſuf- 


ciently curbed, were now allured and prompted by 


wages. 

n ſuch a continued ſeries of doleful proceedings, 
a ſmall inſtance of joy intervened; Caius Cominius 
a Roman Knight, convicted of a ſcurrilous Poem 
againſt the Emperor, was pardoned by him at the 
ſupplication of his brother, who was a Senator.. 
Hen e it was reckoned the more aſtoniſhing, that 
he who knew better things, and what public re- 
nown attended clemency, ſhould yet rather chuſe 
the ways of tyranny and . horror. For neither did 
he tranſgreſs through want of diſcernment ; nor is 
it ever too intricate to be diſtinguiſhed, whether 
the doings of Princes be applauded with ſincerity, 
or whether only with the falſe guiſe of joy. Nay, 
Tiberius himſelf, who, upon other e EY ſtu- 
died his words, and whoſe ſpeech ſeemed to labour, 
yet, whenever he ſpoke as an advocate, ſpoke with 
readineſs and volubility. At this time, Publius 
Suilius, formerly Quæſtor to Germanicus, now 
convicted of having taken money in an affair where 
he was to decree as a Judge, was, for his puniſF.- 
ment, to be expelled Italy; a ſentence too mild 
for the Emperor, who adjudged him to baniſhment 
into an Iſland, with ſuch impetuoſity, that, with 
the tye and ſolemnity of an oath, he declared it 
for the intereſt of the Common-wealth ;* a beha- 
viour which at that time was ſharply cenſured, but” 
turned afterwards to his praiſe, when Suilius was 
again returned to Rome, a following reign ſaw that 
exile a powerful minion, and an abandoned mer- 
cenary, one who long poſſeſſed the confidence of 
Claudius powerfully, but never honeſtly. Catus 
Firmius the Senator, was adjudged to the ſame pu- 
niſhment, for having forged treaſonable crimes 
* againſt his own ſiſter.” wh as I have before 


declared, had lured Libo into his pernicious ſnares, 
L 4 and 
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and then, by informing againſt him, procured hi 


overthrow. Tiberius, mindful of this ſervice, but 


_ pretending other motives, beſought a reverſal of 
the ſentence of baniſhment, but to his expulſion 
from the Senate, made no oppoſition. 

I am aware, that moſt of the tranſactions which 
I have already related, or ſhall hereafter re- 


late, may, perhaps, appear minute, and too tri- 


vial to be remembered. But, none muſt compare 
| theſe my Annals with the writings of thoſe who 
compiled the Story of the ancient Roman people, 
They had for their ſubjects mighty wars, potent 


Cities ſacked, great Kings routed and taken cap- 


tive; or, if they ſometimes reviewed the domeſtic 
affairs of Rome, they there found the mutual ſtriſe 
and animoſities of the Conſuls and Tribunes, the 
Agrarian and Frumentary laws, puſhed and op- 


poſed, and the ſtruggles between the Nobles and 
Populace ; noble topics, and recounted by the old 


Hiſtorians with free ſcope. To me remains a 
ſtreightened taſk, and void of glory, ſteady peace, 
or ſhort intervals of war, the proceedings at Rome 
| fad and tragical, and a Prince careleſs of extend- 
ing the Empire. Nor yet will it be without itz 
profit to look minutely into ſuch tranſaCtions, as, 
however ſmall at firſt view, give often riſe and 
motion to great events. | 

For, all nations and cities are governed either 
by the populace, by the nobility, or by fingle 
rulers. The frame of a ſtate choſen and com- 
pacted out of all theſe three, is eaſier applauded 
than accompliſhed, or if accompliſhed, cannot be 
of long duration. So that, as during the Republic, 
either when the power of the people prevailed, 0 
when the Senate bore the chief ſway; it was ne. 
ceſſary to know the genius of the commonalty, and 
by . meaſures they were to be humoured and 


reſtrained ; and ſuch too who were thoroughly ac, 
quainte 
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quainted with the ſpirit of the Senate and leading 
men, came to be eſteemed ſkilful in the times, and 
men of proweſs : ſo now, when that eſtabliſhment 
is changed; and the preſent ſituation ſuch, that 
one rules all; it is of of advantage to collect and 
record theſe later incidents, as matters of public 
example and inſtruction; ſince few can, by their 
own wiſdom, diſtinguiſh between things crooked 
and upright, few between counſels pernicious and 
profitable, and fince moſt men are taught by the 
fate and example of others. But the preſent detail, 
however inſtructive, yet brings ſcanty delight. Tt 
is by the deſcriptions and accounts of nations, by 
the variety of battles, by the memorable fall of il- 
luſtrious Captains, that the ſoul of the reader is 
engaged and refreſhed; \For myſelf, I can onlj 
give a ſad "diſplay of cruel orders, inceſſant accuſa- 
tions, faithleſs friendſhips, the deſtruction of in? 
nocents, and endleſs trials, all attended with the. 
ſame iſſue, death and condemnation ; an obvious 
round of repetition and fatiety! Beſides that the 
old Hiſtorians are rarely cenſured ; nor is any mani 
now concerned whether they chiefly magnify the 
Roman or Carthaginian armies. But, of many 
who under Tiberius ſuffered puniſhment, or were 
marked with infamy, the poſterity are {till ſubſiſt- 
ing; or if the families themſelves are extin&, there 
ie others found, who from a ſimilitude of man- 
ſingle ners, think that, in reciting the evil doings of 
others, they themſelves are charged: nay, even 
urtue and a glorious name create foes, as they ex- 
not bei pole in a light too obvious the oppolite characters: 
a But I return to my undertaking. - Hb 
ed, 0 i © Whilſt: Cornelius Coſſus and Afinius Agrippa 
as 2 vere Conſuls, Cremutius Cordus was arraigned, 
7 a br that, © having publiſhed Annals, and in them | 
d and praiſed Brutus, he had ſtiled Caſſius the laſt of l 

be. Romans; a new crime, then firſt created.” } 

wy L 5  Satrius [| 
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Satrius Secundus and Pinarius Natta were his ac- 
cuſers, creatures of Sejanus ; a mortal omen this to 
be accuſed ; beſides that Tiberius received his de- 
fence with an implacable countenance. He began 
it on on this wiſe, caſting away all hopes of life: 
As to facts, I am ſo guiltleſs, Conſcript Fa- 


6 thers, that my words only are accuſed ; but nei- 


© ther are any words of mine pointed againſt the 
© Emperor, or his Mother, the only perſons com- 
« prehended in the Law concerning violated Ma- 
« jeſty. It is alledged, that I have praiſed Brutus 
and Caſſius, men whoſe lives and actions have 
been compiled by a cloud of writers, and their 
memory treated by none but with honour, Ti- 
tus Livius, an hiſtorian eminently famous for 
eloquence and veracity, celebrated Pompey with 
ſuch abundant encomiums, that he was thence 
py Auguſtus named Pompeianus ; nor did this 

ejudice their common friendſhip. Neither 
Scipio, nor Afranius, nor even this ſame Cal- 
ſius, nor this ſame Brutus, are any where men- 
tioned by him as traitors and parricides, the com- 
man 4 now beſtowed on them, but ot- 
ten as great and memorable men. The writings 
of Aſinius Pollio have conveyed down the me- 
mory of the ſame men under honourable cha- 
racters. Corvinus Meſſala gloried to have had 
Caſſius for his General:: Yet both Pollio and 


honours under Auguſtus.. That Book of Cice- 
other animadverſion did it draw from Cæſar the 


and equality as if before his Judges he had made 
it? The letters of Marc Anthony, the ſpeeches 
of Brutus, are full of reproaches, and recrim!- 
nations, againſt Auguſtus, falſe in truth, but 
. urged, with ſignal aſperity. The Poems of * 
| © bacu 
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Corvinus Became ſignally powerful in. wealth and 
. ro's, in which he exalted Cato to the ſkies, what 


DiRator, than a written reply, in the ſame ſtile 
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baculus and thoſe of Catullus, ſtuffed with viru- 
« lent ſatires againſt the Cæſars, are ſtill read. 
© But even the deified Julius, even the deified 
« Auguſtus, bore all theſe invectives, and left 
them unſuppreſſed, whether with greater mode- 
ration or wiſdom, I cannot eaſily ſay. For, if 
« they are deſpiſed, they fade away; if you wax 
« wrath, you ſeem to avow them for true. 
© Inſtances from the Greeks I bring none: with 
them not the freedom only, but even the licen- - 
tiouſneſs of ſpeech, is unpuniſhed ; or if any cor- 
rection be returned, it is only by revenging 
words with words. It has been ever allowed, 
without reſtriction or rebuke, to paſs our judg- 
ment upon thoſe whom death has be. ? 
from the influence of affection and hate. Are 
Caſſius and Brutus now in arms? Do they at 
preſent fill with troops the fields of Philippi? Or 
do I fire the Roman people, by inflammatory 
harangues, with the ſpirit of civil rage? Brutus 
and Caſſius, now above ſeventy years ſlain, are. 
ſtill known in their Statues, which even the con- 
queror did not aboliſh ; and what do the Hiſto- 
rians, but preſerve their characters? Impartial 
poſterity to every man repays his proper praiſe; 
nor will there be wanting ſuch as, if my death : 
is determined, will not only revive the ſtory of 
Caſſius and Brutus, but even my ftory,”. Hav 
ing thus ſaid, he withdrew from the Senate, and 
ended his life by abſtinence... The Fathers con- 
demned the Books to be burned by the AÆdiles; 
but they ſtill continued to be ſecretly diſperſed, . 
Hence we may juſtly mock the ſtupidity of thoſe, 
ches WM ho imagine that they can, by preſent power, ex- | 
im- inguiſh the lights and memory of ſucceeding times; | 
but for, quite otherwiſe, the puniſhment of writers | 
B. >alts the credit of the writings ; nor did ever fon | 
culvs WI dien Kings, or any elſe, who exerciſed the like 
L. 6. cruelty,.. a | 
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cruelty, reap other fruit from it, than infamy to 
themſelves, and glory to the ſufferers. 

Now for this whole year the courſe of accuſa- 
tions was ſo conſtant, that even during the ſolem- 
nity of the Latin feſtival, when Druſus for his in- 
auguration, as Governor of Rome, had aſcended 
the Tribunal, he was accoſted by Calpurnius Sal- 
vianus with a charge againſt Sextus Marius; a 
proceeding openly reſented by the Emperor, and 
thence Salvianus was baniſhed. The city of Cy- 
zicus was accuſed, of not obſerving the worſhip 
© of the deified Auguſtus ;* with additional crimes, 
of violences committed upon ſome Roman citi- 


by her behaviour during the Mithridatic war, ſhe 
had purchaſed, having in it ſuſtained a ſiege, and 
as much by her own bravery, as by the aid of 
Lucullus, repulſed the King. But ee Ca- 
pito, who had as Proconſul governed Aſia, was 
acquitted, upon proof that the crimes * 
againſt him by Vibius Serenus were forged. Yet 
the forgery drew no penalty upon Serenus; nay, 
the public hate rendered him the more ſecure ; for, 


ment. | 

About the fame time, the furthermoſt Spain be- 
fought the Senate by their ambaſſadors, * that, at- 
« ter the example of Aſia, they might erect a 
Temple to Tiberius and his Mother.“ Upon 
this occaſion, the Emperor, always reſolute in con- 
temning honours, and now judging it proper to 


cenſure, of having deviated into ambition, ſpoke 
in this manner. I know, Conſcript Fathers, 
«. that it is aſcribed to a defect of firmneſs in me, 
that when the cities of Aſia petitioned for ” 
: 25 ve 


« zens.* Thus that city loſt her liberties, which 


every accuſer, the more eager and inceſſant he was, | 
the more ſacred and inviolable he became. Only | 
the ſorry and impotent were ſurrendered to chaſtiſe- | 


confute thoſe, who expoſed him to the popular 
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« yery thing, I withſtood them not. I ſhall there- 
fore now unfold at once the motives: of my 
ſilence then, and the rules which for the future T 
© am determined to obſerve. Since the deified Au. 
« guſtus had not oppoſed the founding at Perga- 
mus a Temple to himſelf and the city of Rome, 
« 1, with whom all his actions and ſayings have 
© the force of laws, followed an example already 
d approved, becauſe to the worſhip beſtowed upon 
© me, that of the Senate was annexed. But as 
« the indulging of this, in one inſtance, will find 
© pardon ; ſo a general latitude of being adored 
© through every province, under the ſacred repre- 
© ſentations of the Deities, would denote a vain 
© ſpirit,, a heart ſwelled with ambition. The glory | 
© too of Auguſtus will evaniſh, if by the promi 
« cuous courtſhip of flattery it comes to be pro- 
ſtituted. 1 5 
For myſelf, Conſcript Fathers, I am a mortal 
man; I am confined to the functions of human 
nature; and if I well ſupply the principal place 
© amongſt you, it ſuffices me. This I acknow- 
edge to you, and this acknowledgment I would 
have poſterity to remember. They will do 
© abundant right to my memory, if they believe 
me to have been worthy of my anceſtors, watch- 
© ful of the Roman ſtate, unmoved in perils, and 
© in maintaining the public intereſt, fearleſs of pri- 
vate enmities. Theſe are the Temples which 
© in your breaſts I would raiſe, theſe the faireſt 
© pourtraitures, and ſuch as will endure. As to 
* Temples and Statues of ſtone, if the Idol adored 
in them come to be hated by poſterity, they are 
* deſpiſed as his. ſepulchres. here therefore in- 
voke the Gods, that to the end of my life they 
* would grant me a ſpirit undiſturbed, and diſcern- 
ing in duties human and divine: hence too I 
$ cre implore our Citizens and Allies, that when- 
WA ever 
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© bation and benevolent teſtimonies of remem- 
©. brance, celebrate my actions and retain the 
« odour of my name.“ And thenceforward he per- 
ſevered in ſlighting, upon all ' occaſions, and eyeh 
in private converfation, this divine worſhip: of 
himſelf. A conduct by ſome aſcribed to modeſty, 
by many to a conſcious diffidence, by others to 


degeneracy of ſpirit ; © ſince the moſt ſublime 


- amongſt men naturally covet the moſt exalted ho- 
< nours : thus Hercules and Bacchus amongſt the 


«. Greeks, and with us Romulus, were added to | 
the ſociety of the Gods. Auguſtus too had | 


6 choſen the nobler part, and hoped for deification. 
© All the other gratifications of Princes were in- 
c ſtantly procured ; one only was to be purſued in- 


« ſatiably, the praiſe and perpetuity of their name, | 


For by contemning fame, the virtues that pro- 


cure it, are contemned.“ 


Now Sejanus, intoxicated with exceſs or for- 
tune, and moreover ſtimulated by the importunity 


of Livia, who, with the reſtleſs paſhon of a woman, 


craved the promiſed marriage, compoſed a Memo- 


rial to the Emperor. For, it was then the cuſtom | 
to apply to him in writing, though he were pre- | 


ſent. This of Sejanus was thus conceived ; © that 


s- ſuch had been towards him the benevolence of 


& Auguſtus, ſuch and ſo numerous, ſince, the in- 


c ſtances of affection from Tiberius, that he was | 
© thence accuſtomed, without applying to the Gods, 


to carry his hopes and prayers directly to the 
s Emperors. Yet of them he had never fought 2 


blaze of honours ; watching and toils like thoſe. | 


of common ſoldiers, for -the ſafe-guard of the 
© Prince, had been his choice and ambition. How- 
6 ever, what was molt glorious for him he had at- 


© tained, to be thought worthy of alliance with 


the Emperor; hence the ſource of his preſent 
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© hopes, and, ſince he had heard that Auguſtus, 
© in the diſpoſal of his daughter, had not been 
« without thoughts even of ſome of the Roman. 
« Knights ; he begged, that if a. huſband were 

« ſought for Livia, Tiberius wov'd remember his 

friend, one whoſe ambition aimed no higher than 
the pure and diſintereſted glory of the affinity. 
For he would never abandon. the burden of his. 
« preſent truſt, but hold it ſufficient to be enabled 
to ſupport his houſe againſt the injurious wrath 
« of Agrippina; and in this he only conſulted the 


© ſecurity of his children. For himſelf; his own. 


© life would be abundantly long, whenever finally 
« ſpent in the miniſtry of ſuch a Prince. | 
For a preſent anſwer, Tiberius praiſed the Ioyal- 
ty of Sejanus, civilly recounted the inſtances of his 
own favours towards him, and required time, as it 


were for a thorough deliberation.. At laſt he made 


this reply; © that all other men were, in their 
+ purſuits, guided by the notions of conveniency; 


far different was the lot and ſituation of Princes, 


who were in their actions to conſider chiefly the 
* applauſe and good liking of the public. He 


therefore did not delude Sejanus with an obvious 


© and. plauſible anſwer; that Livia could herſelf 
determine whether, after Druſus, ſhe ought 
„again to marry, or ſtill perſiſt his widow, and 


that ſhe had a mother and grand-mother, nearer 


relations and more intereſted, to adviſe. He 
would deal more candidly with him; and firſt as 
to the enmity of Agrippina, it would flame out 
with freſh fury, if, by the marriage of Livia, the 
family of the Cæſars were. rent, as it were, into 
two contending parties; even. as things ſtood, 
the emulation of theſe Ladies broke into frequent 
* fallies, and, by their animoſities, his grand-ſons. 
were inſtigated different ways. What would be 


3. 


6 {trife 
5 


the. conſequence, if, by ſuch. a marriage, the 
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© ſtrife were inflamed: For you are deceived, Se. 
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janus, if you think to continue then in the ſame 
rank as now; or that Livia, ſhe who was firf 
the wife of the young Caius Cæſar, and afterwards 
of Druſus, will be of a temper to grow old with 
a huſband no higher than a Roman Knight Nay, 
allowing that I ſuffered you afterwards to remain 
what you are ; do you believe that they who fay 
her father, they who ſaw her brother, and the 
anceſtors of our houſe, covered with the ſupreme 
dignities, will ever ſuffer it? You, in truth, pro- 


poſe, to ſtand ſtill in the ſame ſtation ; but the 


great Magiſtrates and Grandees of the ſtate, 
thoſe very Magiſtrates and Grandees who, in 
ſpight of yourſelf, break in upon you, and in all 
affairs court you as their Oracle, make no ſecret 
of maintaining that you have long ſince exceeded 
the bounds of the Equeſtrian Order, and far out- 


gone in power all the confidents of my father; 
and from their hatred to you, they alſo cenſure 


me. But, it ſeems, Auguſtus deliberated about 
giving his daughter to a Roman Knight. Where 
is the wonder, if, perplexed with a crowd of di- 
ſtracting cares, and apprized to what an un- 
bounded height above others he raiſed whomſo- 
ever he dignified with ſuch a match, he talked 
of Proculeius, and ſome like him, remarkable 


for the retiredneſs of their life, and no wiſe en- 


aged in the affairs of ſtate ? But if we are in- 


fluenced by the Kefitation of Auguſtus, how 


much more powerful is his deciſion, ſince he be- 
ſtowed his daughter on Agrippa, and then on 
me? Theſe are conſiderations which in friend- 
ſhip I have not with-held; however, neither 


your own inclinations, nor thoſe of Livia, ſhall 


be ever thwarted by me. The ſecret and con. 
ſtant purpoſes of my own heart towards youz and 
with what further ties of affinity, I. am -contfiv- 

« ing 
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« ing to bind you ſtill faſter to me, I at preſent 
© forbear to recount. Thus much only I will de- 
« clare, that there is nothing ſo high, but thoſe 
© abilities, and your ſingular zeal and fidelity to- 
© wards me, may juſtly claim, as, when oppor- 
© tunity preſents, either in Senate, or in a popular 
« aſſembly, I ſhall not fail to teſtify.” 

In anſwer to this, Sejanus, no longer ſolliciting 
the marriage, but filled with higher apprehenſions, 
befought him © to reſiſt the dark ſuggeſtions of 
© ſuſpicion, to deſpiſe the pratings of the vulgar, 
nor to admit the malignant breath of envy.* And 
as he was puzzled about the crowds which inceſ- 
antly haunted his houſe, leſt by keeping them off 
he might impair his power, or by encouraging 
them, furniſh a handle for criminal imputations, 
he came to this reſult, that he would urge the Em- 
peror out of Rome, to ſpend his life remote from 
thence in delightful retirements. From this coun- 


ſel he foreſaw many 3 ; upon himſelf 


would depend all acceſs to the Emperor ; all letters 
and expreſſes would, as the ſoldiers were the car- 
tiers, be in great meaſure under his direction; in 
alittle time the Prince, now in declining age, and 
then ſoftened by receſs, would more eaſily transfer 
upon him the whole charge of the Empire ; he 
ſhould be removed from the multitude of ſuch as to 
make their court, attended him at Rome, and 
thence one ſource of envy would be ſtopt. So that 
by diſcharging the empty phantoms of power, he 
ſhould augment the eſſentials. He therefore began 
by little and little to rail at the hurry of buſineſs at 
Rome, the throng of people, the flock of ſuitors ; 
he applauded © © retirement and quiet, where, 
* while they were ſeparate from irkſome fatigues, 
nor expoſed to the diſcontents and reſentments of 


particulars, all affairs of moment were beſt diſ- 
- patched.” | 2 
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Opportunely for Sejanus, there happened ab 
that time the trial of Votienus Montanus, a m 
of celebrated wit; a trial which determined Tibe 
rius to ſhun all aſſemblies of the fathers, and then 
eſcape hearing the true and painful reflections whi 
to his face were ti.ere uttered. For, as Votien 
was charged with contumelious ſpeeches again 
Cæſar; Amilius the witneſs, a man of the ſword 
from a zeal to make good his evidence, rehearſ 
every tittle he had heard, and, notwithſtanding thi 
clamour raiſed to ſtop his mouth, he ' perſiſted | 
the detail with notable obſtinacy. By this mean 
Tiberius heard the bitter reproaches by which he 
was ſecretly goaded, and was ſo ſtricken, that ht 
' waxed vehement, and cried, © he would inſtant 
© clear himſelf in their preſence, or before an af 
© ſembly of the people ;* nor ſcarce could the 
\ prayers of hes particular friends, and flatteries of 
all, calm him.  Votienus ſuffered the ' pains ol 
| treaſon. For Tiberius having learnt that he wa 
upbraided with cruelty towards the accuſed, ani 
growing thence more obſtinately cruel, puniſhed 
Aquila with exile, for- adultery with Varius Ligur 
though ſhe were already ſentenced by Lentulus 
| Getulicus, Conſul ele&, to the penalties. of the 
Julian law. He alſo razed Apidius Merula fron 
the liſt of Senators, © becauſe he had not ſworl 
upon the Acts of the deified Auguſtus.” 

Next were heard embaſſadors from. the Lacede 
monians and Meſſenians, about the right that each 
people claimed to the Temple of Diana Limenet)s 
which the Lacedemonians aſſerted to be theirs, 
founded in their territory, and dedicated by their 

© anceſtors,” and offered as proofs the ancient au. 
thority of their Annals, and the Hymns of the 0d 
Poets ; It had been in truth taken from them 0 
© the ſuperior force of Philip of Macedon, whe" 


at war with him, but afterwards reſtored by the 
| c judicial 
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« judicial deciſion of Julius Cæſar and Marc 

« thony,” The Meſſenians, on the contrp 
pleaded, © the ancient partition of Peloponneſus 
« amongſt the deſcendants of Hercules, whence the 


= 
aA 


territory where the Temple ſtood, had fallen to 
their King, and the monuments of that allot- 
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© ment ſtill remained, engraven in ſtone and old 
tables of braſs ; but, if the teſtimony of Hiſto- 
© ries and Poets were appealed to, they themſelves 
had the moſt and the fulleſt, Nor had Philip, 
in his deciſion, acted by power, but from equity; 
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the ſame afterwards was the adjudgment of King 
Antigonus, the ſame that of the | ack Com- 
mander Mummius. Thus too the Mileſians had 
awarded, they who were by both ſides choſen 
arbitrators; and thus laſtly it had been deter- 
mined by Attidius Geminus, Prætor of Achaia.” 
The Mefienians therefore gained the ſuit. The 
citizens alſo of Segeſtum applied on behalf of the 
Temple of Venus on Mount Eryx, © which, hav- 
ing fallen through age, they deſired might be re- 
* ſtored.” They repreſented the ſtory of its Origin 
and Antiquity, a well pleaſing flattery to Tiberius, 
who frankly took upon himſelf the charge, as kinſ- 
man to the Goddeſs. Then was diſcuſſed the pe- 
tition from the citizens of Marſeilles, and what 
they claimed according to the precedent of Publius 
Rutilius, was approved; for Rutilius, though by 
a law expelled from Rome, had been by thoſe of 
dmyrna adopted a citizen; and as Volcatius Moſ- 
chus, another exile, had found at Marſeilles the 
lame privilege and reception, he had to their Re- 
public, as to his country, bequeathed his eſtate. 
There died this year thoſe noble Romans, 
Cneius Lentulus and Lucius Domitius. Lentulus 
to his public honours, thoſe of the conſulſhip, and 
the enſigns of triumph over the Getulzans, had 
added that of private poverty honourably laut, 
an 
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and afterwards the ſplendor of mighty wealth, vi. 
| tnouſly acquired and modeſtly enjoyed. Upon 


Domitius devolved the luſtre of his father, who in 
the Civil War held the dominion of the ſea, til 


he eſpouſed firſt the intereſt of Marc Anthony, aud om his = 
anon that of Auguſtus, His grand-father had fallnuzinſt a ſton 
for the cauſe of the Patriots and Senate, in the bat. oelieved to h: 
* tle of Pharſalia. He himſelf was choſen for the rermeſtinian 
huſband of the younger Antonia, daughter of Oe. me money, 
tavia. He afterwards led an army over the Elb vit more a 


and advanced farther into Germany than any Ro- bear. 
man before him. "Theſe things procured him the In the Ce 
enſigns of triumph. There alſo died Lucius A. (Caius Calviſi 
tonius, of a race greatly illuſtrious, but unhappy v Poppæus 8 
for Julius Antonius his father Having ſuffered deaf Thracian: 
for adultery with Julia, ＋ * removed tſis H nountains, 2 
Lucius, then a child, and the grand-ſon of hend contuma 
fiſter, to the city of Marſeilles, where, under the notion, not 
ag of his ſtudies, the name of his exile mightMjcople, was 
e hid. To his death, however, public honourvuits raiſed : 
was paid, and by a decree of Senate his bones wer nen liſted in 
repoſited in the tomb of the Octavii. ot even to c 
During the ſame Conſuls, a bloody aſſaſſination i deir own hu 
was perpetrated in the nethermoſt Spain, by a boorWuder Captai 
in the territory of Termes.. By him Lucius Pifo,W/inlt any e 
Governor of the Province, as he travelled careleſs and ¶ contents te 
unattended, relying on the eſtabliſhed peace, wa rent amor 
diſpatched at one deadly blow. The aſſaſſin, ſefſed into 
however, efcaped to a foreſt, by the fleetneſs of beir own, a 
his horſe, and there-diſmiſſed him; from: thence, But before tt 
travelling over rocks and pathleſs places, he baffled uladors to 


his purſuers ; but his lurking laſted not long; for fiendſhip 

his horſe being taken and ſhewn through the neigh- WM ſhould con 
bouring villages, it was thence: learned who wi ' freſh impot 
the owner; ſo that he too was found: but when by war, t 
put to the rack to declare his accomplices, he pro- bad able m 
claimed with a mighty and aſſured voice, in the on liberty 


language of his country, that in vain they que, 
« {tioned 
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tioned him; his aſſociates might ſtand ſafely by 
and witneſs his conſtancy, for that no force of 
i torture could be ſo exquiſite as from him to ex- 
tort a diſcovery.” Next day as he was dragged 
back to the rack, he burſt with a vehement effort 
tom his guard, and daſhed his head fo deſperately 
ainſt a Pons that he inſtantly expired. Piſo is 
believed to have been aſſaſſinated by a plot of the 
Termeſtinians, as, in exacting the repayment of 
me money, ſeized from the public, he acted 
with more aſperity, than a rough people could 
bear. 

In the Conſulſhip of Lentulus Getulicus and 
Caius Calviſius, the triumphal enſigns were decreed 
v Poppæus Sabinus, for having routed ſome clans 
of Thracians, who, living wildly on the high 
mountains, ated thence with more daring outrage 
nd contumacy. The ground of their late com- 
notion, not to mention the ſavage genius of the 
jeople, was their ſcorn and impatience, to ſee re- 
cuts raiſed amongſt them, and all their ſtouteſt 
nen liſted in our armies, accuſtomed as they were 
wot even to obey their native Kings further than 
their own humour, nor to aid them with forces but 
nder Captains of their own chuſing, nor to fight 
ꝑainſt any enemy but their own borderers. Their 
lcontents too were inflamed by a rumour then 
current amongſt them, that they were to be dif- 
ſerſed into different regions, exterminated from 
heir own, and to be mixed with other nations. 
But before they began hoſtilities, they ſent Em- 
alladors to Sabinus, to repreſent * their paſt 
' friendſhip and ſubmiſſion, and that the ſame ' 
' ſhould continue, if they were provoked by no 
' freſh impoſitions ; but if, like a people ſubdued 
' by war, they were doomed to bondage, they 
had able men and ſteel, and ſouls determined up- 
von liberty or death.” The Embaſladors, at the 

| FS» et \ | ſam e 


3 


— — 
- — — — — — — 


— — 


* 


T * 


— WIPER 4p 
— 


* 1 —— 
Oz 


tn — — — 


r 


n — 


—̃ —ñ —yvà vr 
1 e — — 
— —  — 


1 
1 J 
| BY 
1 
*.. at 
11 [1 
H 1 
[| 
f 4 
Al 
1 nyt 
is} 
| 1 
* 
| 14 
11 
(| 
TIS : 
Xx 
s \ 
x 
+ BY 
1 
4 b 
1 Ly 
+ FP 
* 
| F 
*. 
1 
| 
+ | Uh 
19 1 
Will] 
7 
il 
| i 
dd '3 7 
1 | 
1 
= 
1 
bi 


238 THE ANNALS Bock IV. 


Thbracians who had not renounced. their allegiance, 
he marched towards the foe, now ſettled in the 


themſelves upon the hills. Againſt the 


| boiſterous and mixed uproar of their voices and 
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fame time, pointed to their ſtrong holds founded 
upon precipices, boaſted that they had thither con- 
veyed their wives and parents, and indeed threat- 
ened a war intricate, hazardous, and bloody. 
Sabinus amuſed them with gentle anſwers, till 
he could draw together his army, while Pompo- 
nius Labeo was advancing with a Legion from 
Mceſia, and King, Rhemetalces with a body of 


With theſe, and what forces he had of his own, 


paſſes of the foreſt ; ſome, more bold, Prog 

aſt, the 
Roman General firſt bent his forces in battle, and 
without difficulty drove them thence, but with 
ſmall ſlaughter of the Barbarians, becauſe of their 
immediate refuge. Here he ſtreight raiſed an en- 
campment, and with a ſtout band took poſleſſion 
of a hill, which extended with an even narrow 
ridge to the next fortreſs, which was garriſoned by 
a great hoſt of armed men and rabble; and as the 
moſt reſolute were, in the way of the nation, riot- 
ing without the fortification in dances and ſongs, 
he forthwith , diſpatched againſt them his ſelect 
archers. "Theſe, while they only poured in vol- 
leys of arrows at a diſtance, did thick and exten- 
{ive execution; but, approaching too near, were 
by a ſudden ſally put in diſorder, 'Fhey were 
however ſupported by a Cohort of the Sigam- 
brians, purpoſely polted by Sabinus in readineſs 
againſt an exigency, a people equally terrible in the 


arms. | 

He afterwards pitched his camp nearer to the 

enemy, having in his former entrenchments leſt 

the Thracians, whom I have mentioned to have 

joined us. To them too was permitted “ to lay 

« waſte, burn, and plunder, on condition that their 
6 ravages 
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ravages were confined to the day, and that, at 
nights they kept within the camp, ſecure under 
guard.“ This reſtriction was at firſt obſerved; 
ut anon, falling into riot, as they grew opulent 
plunder, they neglected their guards, and re- 
ed themſelves to gaiety and banquetting, to the 
toxication and floth of wine and ſleep. The 
nemy therefore, apprized of their negligence, 
med themſelves, into two bands, one to ſet upon 
ic plunderers, the other to aſſault the Roman 
mp, with no hopes of taking it, but only that 
e ſoldiers, alarmed with ſhouts and darts, and 
il intent upon their own defence, might not hear 
e dinn of the other battle; moreover, to heighten _ 
e terror, it was to be done by night. Thoſe 
ho affailed the lines of the legions, were eaſily | 
pulſed ; but the auxiliary Thracians were terrified 
th the ſudden encounter, as they were utterly 
prepared. Part of them lay along the entrench- 
tents, many were roaming abroad; and both 
dere lain with the keener vengeance, as they 
ere upbraided © for fugitives and traitors, who 
bore arms to eſtabliſh ſervitude over their coun- 
try and themſelves.” . ea. 
Next day Sabinus drew up his army in view 'of 

enemy, on ground equal to both, to try, if, 
lated with their ſucceſs by night, they would ven- 
e a battle; and, when they ſtill kept within the 
treſs, or on the cluſter of hills, he began to be- 
ad them with a ſiege, and ſtrengthening his old 
nes, and adding new, encloſed a circuit of four 
Miles, Then, to deprive them of water and fo- 
ire, he ſtreightened his entrenchment by degrees, 
ud hemmed them in ſtill cloſer. A bulwark was 
Wo raifed, whence the enemy, now within throw, 
re annoyed with diſcharges of ſtones, darts, and 
wn, But nothing aggrieved them fo vehemently 
mirſt, whilſt only a ſingle fountain remained 
amongſt 
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amongſt a huge multitude of armed men and fami. 


lies; their horſes too and cattle, penned up with 


the people, after the barbarous manner of the 
country, periſhed for want of provender. Amongſt 
the carcaſſes of beaſts lay thoſe of men, ſome dead 
of thirſt, ſome of their wounds, on all hands 
horrible ſcene of putrefaction, ſtench, and loath- 
ſomneſs. To theſe diſtreſſes alſo accrued the laſt 
and moſt conſummate of all calamities, that of 
diſcord ; ſome were diſpoſed to- ſurrender, others 
propoſed preſent death, and to fall upon one ano- 
ther. -There were ſome too who adviſed a fally, 
and to die avenging their deaths. Nor were theſe 
laſt mean men, though diſſenting from the reſt. 
But one of their leaders, his name Dinis, a man 
ſtricken in years, by long experience acquainted 
with the power and clemency of the Romans, ar- 
gued, that they muſt lay down their arms, the 
© fame being the ſole cure for their preſſing cala- 
© mities,” and was the firſt who ſubmitted, with 
his wife and children to the conqueror, There 


followed him all that were weak through ſex or 
ages and ſuch as had a greater paſſion for life than 


glory. The young men were parted between 
Tarſa and Tureſis, both determined to fall with 
liberty, but Tarſa declared earneſtly 
death, ſince by it all hopes and fears were at 
© once to be extinguiſhed,” and, ſetting an exam- 
ple, buried his ſword in his breaſt, Nor were 
zthere wanting ſome who difpatched themſelves the 
| ſame way. Tureſis and his band ſtaid for night; 
of which our General was aware. The guards 
were therefore ſtrengthened with extraordinary re. 
inforcements ; and now with the night darkneß 
prevailed, its horror heightened by outragious rain 
the enemy too with tumultuous ſhouts, and by 


turns with profound ſilence, alarmed and puzzle 


the beſiegers. Sabinus therefore going round the 


camp, 


« for inſtant! 
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camp, warned the ſoldiers, that they ſhould not 
© be miſguided by the deceitful voice of uproar, 
© nor truſt to a feigned calm, and thence open an 
© advantage to the enemy, who by theſe wiles 
« ſought it; but keep immoveably to their ſeveral 
© poſts, nor throw their darts at random. 
Juſt then came the Barbarians, pouring in 
droves; here, with ſtones, with wooden javelins 
hardened in the fire, and with the broken limbs of 
trees, they battered the paliſade; there with hur- 
dies, faggots, and dead bodies, they filled the 
trench. By others, bridges and ladders, both be- 
fore framed, were planted againſt the battlements, 
which they violently grappled and tore, and ſtrug- 
cled hand to hand with thoſe who oppoſed” them. 
The Romans, on the other fide, beat them back 
with their bucklers, drove them down with darts, 
and hurled upon them great mural ſtakes and heaps 
of tones, On both ſides were powerful ſtimula- 
tons; on ours, the hopes of victory almoſt gained, 
if we perſiſted, and thence. the more glaring infa- 
my, if we recoiled ; on theirs, the laſt ſtruggle for 
their life, moſt of them too inſpired with the af- 
{ting preſence of their mothers and wives, and 
made deſperate by their dolorous wailings. The 
night was an advantage to the cowardly. and the 
brave. Blows were dealt, the ſtriker knew not 
upon whom, and wounds received, the wounded 
knew not whence : ſuch was the utter indiſtinc 
tion of friend and foe. Moreover, the eccho aa | 
the cavities of the mountain. repreſented to the 
Romans the ſhouts of the enemy as behind them, 
and created ſuch general diſorder and alarm, that 
in ſome places they deſerted their lines, as believ- 
ing them already broken and entered; yet ſuch of 
the enemy as broke through were very few. All 
the reſt, their moſt reſolute champions being 
vounded or ſlain, were at the returning light driven 
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back to their fort ; where they were at length forced 
to ſurrender ; as did the places circumjacent of their 
own accord, The remainder could then be nei- 
ther forced nor famiſhed; as they were protected 
Y a furious winter, always ſudden about Mount 
JIEMUS, | AS 
At Rome diſcord ſhook the Prince's family; 
and, to begin the feries of deſtruction which was 
to end in Agrippina, Claudia Pulchra her couſin 


Was accuſed, Domitius Afer the accuſer. This 


man, juſt out of the Pretorſhip, in eſtimation 
ſmall, but haſty to ſignalize himſelf by ſome not- 
able exploit, however heinous, alledged againſt 
her the © crimes of proſtitution, of adultery with 
« Furnius, of magical execrations, and poiſon pre- 
<« pared againſt the life of the Emperor.“ Agrip- 
pina, ever vehement, and then in a flame for the 
peril of her kinſwoman, flew to Tiberius, and by 
chance found him ſacrificing to the Emperor his 
father. Having got this handle for upbraiding him, 
ſhe told him, that it ill became the ſame man 


to llay victims to the deified Auguſtus, and to 
- © perſecute his children; his divine ſpirit was not 


© transfuſed into dumb Statues ; the genuine images 
© of Auguſtus were the living deſcendents from his 
c celeſtial blood; ſhe herſelf was one, one ſenſible 
© of impending danger, and now in the mournful 
© ſtate of a ſupplicant. In vain were foreign crimes 


c pretended againſt Pulchra, when the only cauſe | 


c of her concerted overthrow was her affection for 


Agrippina, fooliſhly carried even to adoration; | 


© forgetful as ſhe was of the fate of Sofia, a con- 
« demned ſufferer for the ſame fault.” 
bitter words drew fmall anſwer from the dark 
breaſt of Tiberius; he rebuked her, by quoting 2 
Greek verſe, that ſhe was therefore aggrieved, 
© becauſe ſhe did not reign.” Pulchra and Fur- 
nius were condemned. Afer, having mu, > 
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played his genius, and gained a declaration from 
Tiberius, pronouncing him eloquent in his own” in- 
dependent right, was ranked with the moſt celes 
brated Orators. Afterwards, in profecuting accu- 
ſations, or in protecting the accuſed, he flouriſhed 
more in the fame of eloquence than in that of up- 
rightneſs. Old age, however, eminently ſunk the 
credit and vigour. of his eloquence, whilſt, with 
parts decayed, he {till retained: a paſſion for ha- 
ranguing. F WT: „„ ao 
Agrippina ſtill foſtering her wrath, and ſeized 
too with a bodily diſorder, received the Emperor, 
come purpoſely to ſee her, with many tears and 
long ſilence. At laſt ſhe accoſted him with invi- 
dious expoſtulations and prayers, <- that he would 
« relieve her ſolitude, and give her a huſband. 
She was ſtill endowed with proper youth; to 
«virtuous women there was no conſolation but 
« that of marriage, and Rome afforded illuſtrious ' 
© men, who would readily aſſent to entertain the 
« wife of Germanicus, and his children.“ Tibe- 
rius was not ignorant to what mighty power in the 
State that demand tended; but, that he might be- 
tray no tokens of reſentment or fear, he left her, 
though inſtant with him, without an anſwer. This 
paſſage, not related by the Authors of our Annals, 
I found in the Commentaries of her daughter 
Agrippina, her who was the mother of the Empe- 
' ror Nero, and has publiſhed her own life, with” 
the fortunes of her family. Ye 
As to Agrippina, ſtill grieving and void of fore- 
ſight, ſhe was yet more ſenſibly diſmayed by an 
artifice of Sejanus, who employed' fuch as under 
colour of friendſhip warned her, © that poiſon was 
© prepared for her, and that ſhe muſt ſhun eating 
© at her father-in-law's table.” She was a ſtranger - 
to all diſſimulation; ſo that as ſhe ſat near him 
at table, ſhe continued ſtately and unmoved ; not 
I M 2 2 word, 


* 


| in-law. 
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a word, not a look eſcaped her, and ſhe touched 
no paxt of the meat. Tiberius obſerved her, whe- 
ther accidentally, or that he was beſore apprized, 
and, to be convinced by a more powerful experi- 
ment, praiſing the apples that ſtood before him, 

reſented ſome with his own hand to his daughter- 
'This, only increaſed the ſuſpicion of 
Agrippina, and, without ever putting them to her 
mouth,. ſhe delivered them. to the waiters. For 
all this, the reſerved Tiberius let not a word drop 
from him openly, but, turning to his mother, It 
was no wonder, he ſaid, if he had really taken 


gharſn meaſures with her who thus charged him 
© as a poiſoner.* Hence a rumour ſpread, * that 
her doom was contrived, and that the Emperor, 
s not dazing to purſue it publicly, choſe to have 
4 her diſpatched in ſecret.” 


Tiberius, as a means to divert upon other mat: 


tiers the popular talk, attended aſſiduouſly the deli- 
berations of the Senate, and there heard for many 
days the ſeveral Embaſſadors from Aſia, mutually 


contending, in what city ſhould be built the 
Temple lately decreed.” For this honour eleven 
Cities ſtrove, with equal ambition, though diffe- 
rent in power; nor did the pleas urged by all, 
greatly vary, namely, the antiquity of their 
original, and their diſtinguiſhed zeal for the Ro- 
< man people, during their ſeveral wars with Per- 
« ſeus, Ariſtonicus, and other Kings.“ But, the 
Trallians, the Laodiceans, the Magneſians, and 


_ thoſe of the Hypæpis, were at once diſmiſſed, as 


inſufficient for the charge. Nor, in truth, had 
they of Ilium, who repreſented, that Troy was 
© the mother of Rome, any ſuperior advantage, 
beſides the glory of antiquity, The plea of the 
Halicamaſhans took ſome ſhort conſideration; they 
aſſerted, that for twelve hundred years, no earth - 


s quake had ſhakea their town, and that they 
| « would 
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« would fix in a ſolid rock the wunde de- of 


« the Temple.“ The ſame confiderations were 
_ urged by the inhabitants of Pergamus, where al- 
ready was erected a Temple to Auguſtus ; a di- 
ſtinction which was judged ſufficient for them. 
The cities too of Epheſus and Miletus ſeemed 
fully employed in the ceremonies of their own di- 
ſtint Deities, the former in thoſe of Diana, the 
ether in thoſe of Apollo. Thus the difpute was 
eonfined to Sardes and Smyrna. The firft recited 
a deeree of the Etrurians, which owned them for 
kinſmen ; for that Tyrrhenus and Lydus, fons 
© of King Atys, having between them divided 
their people, becauſe of their multitude, Lydus 


* reſettled in his native country, and it became 


© the lot of *Tyrrhenus to find out a freth reſidence ; 
© and by the names of theſe chiefs the parted peo- 
© ple came afterwards to be called, Lydiatis in 
Aſia, Tyrrhenians in Italy. That the opulence 
* of the Lydians ſpread yet farther, by their Co- 
© fonies ſent under Pelops into Greece, which 
© from him afterwards took its name.“ They 
likewiſe urged © the letters of our Generals, their 
© mutual Teagues with us during the war of Ma- 
© cedon, their plenty of rivers, temperate cli- 
mate, and the fertility of the circumjacent coun- 
& try.” | 8 7 | 

The Smyrneans having likewiſe recounted their 
ancient eſtabliſhment, * whether Tantalus, the 
* ſon of Jupiter, or Theſeus, the fon alfo af a 
© God, or one of the old Amazons, were thelr 
founder; proceeded to conſiderations in which 
they chiefly truſted, their friendly offices to the 
Roman people, having aided them with a naval 
torce, not in their foreign wars only, but in thoſe 
which infeſted Ttaly. It was they who firſt 
* reared a Temple to the city of Rome, in the 
* Conſulſhip of Marcus Porcius, then, in truth, 
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«. when the power of the Roman people was al. 
ready mighty, but however not yet raiſed to its 
higheſt * for the city of Carthage ſtil] ſtood, 
and potent Kings governed Aſia, Witneſs too 
their genereſity to Hylla, when the condition of 
his army, ready to famiſh in a crue] winter and 
a ſcarcity of cloaths, being related to the Citi 
© zens of Smyrna then aſlembled, all that were 
© preſent dd eſted themſelves of their rayments, 
and ſent them to our Legions,” Thus when 
the votes of. the Senators were gathered, the pre- 
tenſions of Smyrna were preferred. It was alſo 
moved by Vibius Marſus, that Marcus Lepidus, 
to whom the province of Aſia had fallen, ſhould 
be attended by a Legate extraordinary to ſuperviic 
the building of the ; and as Lepidus him- 
felf, through modeſly, declined to chuſe one, ſeve- 
ral WHO had been Prattors were drawn by lot, aud 
the lot ſell upon Valerius Naſo. 


, 4 


In the mean time, according to a purpoſe long 


meditated, and from time to time deferred, Tibe- 
rius at Jaſt-retired to Campania, in profeſſion to 
| dedicate a Temple to Jupiter at Capua, and one 
at Nola to Auguſtus ; but in truth determined to 
remove, ſor ever, from Rome. The cauſe of his 
departure I have before referred to the ſtratagems 


of Sejanus; but though in it J have followed moſt | 


of our authors, yet, ſince after the execution of 
Sejanus, he perſiſted for ſix years in the like dark 


1 J am rather influenced by a ſtronger proba- 


bility, that the ground of his abſence is more juſtly 
| to be aſcribed to luis own ſpirit, while he flrove to 
hide in the ſhades, of ſolitude, what in deeds he 


proclaimed, the rage of his cruelty and luſt. 'T here | 


wee thoſe who believed that, in his old age, he 
was aſhamed of the figure of his perſon; for he 
was very lean, long and ſtcoping, his head bald, 
his face ulcerous, and ſor the moſt beſmeared with 
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falves ; he was moreover wont, during his receſs. 
at Rhodes, to avoid the public, and cover his de- 
bauches in ſecrecy. It is alſo related, that he was. 
driven from Rome by the reſtleſs aſpiring of his 
Mother, whom he ſcorned to admit a partner in 
the Sovereignty, nor yet could intirely ſeclude 
ſince as her gift he had received the Sovereignty 
itſelf. For, Auguſtus had deliberated about ſetting 
Germanicus at the head of the Roman ſtate; his 
ſiſter's grandſon, and one adored by all men; but, 
ſubdued by the ſollicitations of his wife, he adopted 
Tiberius, and cauſed Tiberius to adopt Germa- 
nicus. With this grandeur of her own procur- 
ing, Livia upbraided her ſon, and even reclaim- 
cd it. | i 
His going was narrowly accompanied by one 
Senator, Cocceius Nerva, formerly Conſul, and 
accompliſhed in the knowledge of the Laws, and, 
beſides Sejanus, by one dignified Roman Knight, 
Curtius Atticus, The reſt were men of Letters,, 
chiefly Greeks, whole converſation pleaſed and 
amuſed him. The ſkilled in Aſtrology declared, 
That he had left Rome in ſuch a conjunction of 
the Planets, as for ever to exclude his. return.” 
Hence a ſource af deſtruction to many, who con- 
jectured his end to be at hand, and publiſhed their 
conjectures ; for, it was an event too incredible to 
be foreſeen, that for eleven years he ſhould of 
choice be withdrawn from his country. The ſe— 
quel diſcovered the ſhort bounds between. the art 
and the falihood of the art, and what obfcurities. 
perplex even the facts which it happens to foretell. 
That he ſhould never return to Rome, proved not to 
be falfly ſaid ; as to every thing elſe abeut hun 
they were perfectly in the dark, ſince he {till lived, 
never far diſtant, ſometimes in the adjacent cham- 
pain, ſometimes on the neighbouring ſhore, often 
| 4 | under 
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under the very walls of the city, and died at laſt in 
the fulneſs and extremity of age. 

There happened to "Tiberius, about that time, 
an accident, which, as it threatened his life, fed 
the empty Prognoſtics at Rome; but to himſelf 
proved matter of more confidence in the friendſhip 
and faith of Sejanus, They were eating in a Cave 
at a villa, thence called Spelunca, between the 
Amyclean ſea and the mountains of Fundi. It 
was a native cave, and its mouth fell ſuddenly in, 
and buried under it ſome of the attendants; hence 
dread ſeized all, and they who were celebrating 
the entertainment, fled. As to Sejanus, he co- 
vered the Emperor's body with his own, and ſtoop- 
ing upon his knees and hands, expoſed himſelf to 
Such was the poſture he was 
found in by the ſoldiers who came to their relief, 
He grew mightier from thence ; and being now 
conſidered by Tiberius as one regardleſs of himſelf, 
all his counſels, however bloody and deſtructive, 
were liſtened to with blind credulity ; ſo that he 
affumed the office of a Judge againſt the offspring 
of Germanicus, and ſuborned ſuch, as were to act 
the parts of accuſers, and eſpecially to purſue and 
blacken Nero, the next in ſucceſſion, a young 
prince modeſt indeed, but forgetful of that reſtraint | 
and circumſpection which his preſent ſituation re- 
quired. He was miſguided by his freedman and 
the retainers to his houſe, who, eager to be ma- | 
ſters of power, animated him with intemperate 
counſels, + That he would ſhew a ſpirit reſolute | 
© and aſſured; it was what the Roman people 
© wiſhed, what the armies longed for; nor would 
« Sejanus dare then to reſiſt, though he now equal- 


« ly inſulted the tameneſs of an old man, and the 
oth of a you 
- While he li 


the deſcending ruin. 


ſtened to theſe and the like ſuggeſ⸗ 
tions, there eſcaped him, no expreſſions, in tru 
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of any criminal purpoſe, but ſometimes ſuch as. 
were reſentfu] and unguarded ; theſe were catched; 
up by the ſpies placed upon him, and charged 
againſt him with aggravations ;, neither was he al- 
lowed the privilege of clearing himſelf. Several 
threatening appearances morever diſmayed him; 
ſome avoided to meet him; others having juſt paid 
him the ſalute, turned inſtantly away; many, in 
the midſt of converſation, broke off and left him, 
while the creatures of Scjanus ſtood ſtilf fearleſly 
by, and ſneered upon him. For Tiberius ; he 
always entertained him with a, ſtern face, or a hol- 
low ſmile; and whether the youth ſpoke or. ſaid 
nothing, there were crimes in his words, crimes in 
his filence. Nor was he ſafe even in the dead of 
night, ſince his uneaſineſs and watchings, nay, 


vulged to her mother Livia, and by Livia to Seja- 
nus, who had alſo drawn his brother Druſus into: 
the combination, by tempting hun. with the im- 
mediate proſpect of Empire, if his elder brother, 
already ſinking, were once ſet effectually aſide. 
The genius of Druſus, naturally furious, inſtigat- 
ed beſides by a paſſion for power, and by the uſuab 
hate and competition between brothers, was fur- 
ther kindled by the partiality of Agrippina, who; 
was fonder of Nero. However, Sejanus did not 
ſo far favour Druſus, but that againſt him too he: 
was even then ripening the ſtudied meaſures of fu 
ture deſtruction, as he knew him to be violent, and 
thenee more obnoxious to ſnares. : 
In the end of the year departed theſe eminent 
roms Aſinius Agrippa, of anceſtors, more illu- 
rious than ancient, and in his own character not. 
unworthy of them; and Quintus. Haterius,, of a: 
Senatorian family, and himſelf, while he yet lived, 
famous for eloquence; but the monuments of his: 
genius, ſince * are not equally amt, 
| N 


his very ſighs, and dreams were, by his wife, di- 
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In truth, he prevailed more by rapidity than accu- 
racy ; inſomuch that, as the elaborate compoſi 
tions of others flouriſh after them, ſo that enchant- 
ing melody of voice in Haterius, with that fluen- 
# of words which was perſonal to him, died with 
(OE. ES 

In the Conſulſhip of Marcus Licinius and Lu- 
cius Calpurnius, the caſualty of an inſtant, its be- 
ginning unforeteen, and ended as ſoon as begun, 
equalled in calamity the ſlaughter and overthrow 
of mighty armies. One Atilius had undertaken to 
erect an Amphitheatre at Fidena, there to exhi- 
bit a combat of Gladiators ; he was of the race of 
freedmen, and as he began it from no exuberance 
of wealth, nor to court popularity amongſt the in- 
habitants, but purely for the meanneſs of pain, 
he neither eſtabliſhed ſolid foundations, nor raiſed 
the timber-work with ſufficient compactneſs. Thi- 
ther thronged from Rome thoſe of every ſex and 


Tiberius they were debarred from diverſions at 
home; and, the nearer the place, the greater the 
crowds, Hence the calamity was the more dread- 
ful ; for, as the "Theatre was ſurcharged with the 
multitude, the ſtructure burſt, and ſinking violent- 
ly in, while its extremities ruſhed impetuouſly out, 
huge was the preſs of people, who, intent upon 
the Gladiators within, or gathered round the walls, 
were cruſhed by the deadly ruin, and even buried 
under it. And verily, they who in the firſt fury 
of the havock were ſmitten with final death, eſ- 
caped, as far as in ſuch a doleful diſaſter they could 
eſcape, the miſery of torture; much more to be 
lamented were thoſe, who, bereft of joints and 
pieces of their body, were yet not forſaken of life ; 
thoſe who by day could with their eyes behold their 
wives and children impriſoned jn the ſame my 
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and by night could diſtinguiſh them by their groans, 
and howlings. . 

Now others from abroad excited by the ſad tid- 
ings, found here their ſeveral ſorrows; one be- 
wailed his brother, one his kinſman, another his. 
arents : even they whoſe friends or kindred. were 
abſent on a. different account, were yet terrified 
for, as it was not hitherto diſtinctly known upon 
whom the deſtruction had lighted; the dread* was: 
widened by uncertainty. When the ruins began 
to be removed, great was the concourſe of the liv- 
ing about the dead, frequent the kiſſes and em- 
braces of tenderneſs and ſorrow, and even frequent: 
the contention about the propriety of the dead, 
where the features diſtorted by death or bruiſes, or 
where parity of age or reſemblance of. perſon, hadi 
confounded the ſlain, and led into miſtakes. their: 
ſeveral claimers. Fifty thouſand people were de- 
ſtroyed or maimed by this fad ſtroke; it was there=- 
fore for the future provided by a decree of »ecnate,, 
That no man under the qualification of: four: 
© hundred thouſand. ſeſterces a, ſhould exhibit the 
* ſpectacle of Gladiators, and no Amphitheatre: 
{ ſhould be founded but upon. ground manifeſtly. 
© ſolid.” Atilius was puniſhed' with exile.. Now- 
during the freſh pangs of this calamity, the doors 
of the Grandees were thrown. open, medicines: 
were every where furniſhed; and by proper hands, 
alminiſtred ; and at that juncture the City, though: 
lorrowful of aſpect, ſeemed to have recalled. the 
public ſpirit of the ancient Romans, who, after: 
great battles, conſtantly relieved the: wounded,, 
luſtained' them by liberality, and reſtored” them 
with care.. | 

The public agonies from this terrible blow, were: 
not yet deadened,. when another, ſupervened andi 


About ten thouſand Crowns. 
a M 6: 
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the City felt the affliction and violence of fire, 
which with uncommon rage utterly conſumed 
Mount Cælius. It was a deadly and mournful 
« oe they ſaid, and under boding omens the 
© Prince had formed the deſign of his abſence. 
It is the way of the multitude, who to malignant 
counſels are wont to aſcribe events altogether for- 
tuitous. But the Emperor diſſipated their mur- 
murs,. by beſtowing on each ſufferer money to the 
value of his ſufferings ; hence he had the thanks of 
men of rank, in the Senate, and was by the po- 
pulace rewarded with applauſes, for that, with- 
« out the views of ambition, without the applica: 
© tion of friends, he had, of his own accord, even 
6 ſought out the unknown, and by his bounty re- 
© lieved them.“ It was likewiſe moved and de- 
creed in Senate, That Mount Cælius ſhould be 
© for the future ſtiled Mount Auguſtus, ſince there 
© the Statue of Tiberius, ſtanding in the houſe of 
Junius the Senator, eſcaped unhurt in the flames, 
© though devouring all round them.“ It was re- 
membered, that the ſame rare exemption had for- 
« merly happened to Claudia Quinta, that her 
Statue being twice ſpared by the fury of fire, had 
©. thence been placed and conſecrated by our an- 
v ceftors in the Temple of the Mother of the 
© Gods. Thus ſacred were the Claudian race, 
and dear to the Deities, and therefore the place, 
© where the Gods had teſtified ſuch, mighty ho- 
* neur towards the Prince, ought. to be dignified 
© with conſecration.” | 

It will not be impertinent to inſert here, that 
this Mount was of old named Querquetulanus, from 
a grove of Oak which grew thick upon it.. It was 
afterwards called Mount Cælius, from Catius Vi- 


up benna, who, having led to Rome a body of Tuſ- 
can auxiliaries, was preſented: with that ſettlement 
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for in this particular writers differ ; about other 
circumſtances there remains no diſpute, that theſe 
forces were very numerous, and extended their 
dwellings all along the plain below, as far as the 
Forum. Hence the Tuſcan ſtreet, ſo called after 
theſe ſtrangers. -. 

But as the univerſal zeal of the great men, and 
the bounties of the Prince, had adminiſtered pub- 
lic relief againſt the blind blows of fortune; fo,the 
ſtudied fury, of the accuſers, which grew daily 
more prevailing and deadly, rioted in deſtruction 
without controul or alleviation. Quinctilius Varus, 
a wealthy man and the Emperor's coutin, was aſ- 
failed by Domitius Afer, the ſame who had pro- 
cured the condemnation of Claudia Pulchra his 
mother; nor did any man wonder that he who 
had long lived needy, and already waſted the re- 
ward lately earned, ſhould be prompt to engage 
in freſh iniquity and ſpoil. The amazement was, 
that Publius Dolabella appeared his aſſociate in 
the accuſation, becauſe, as he was nobly deſcend». 
ed, he ſhipwrecked, by ſuch proſtitution, the an- 
tient glory of his houſe, and, being the kinſman 
of Varus, was wilfully ſpilling his own blood. 
The Senate, however, ſtemmed the proceſs, and 
voted, * That the Emperor's return was to be Þ 
« awaited ;' a temporary refuge, and the only one 
againſt theſe pointed and urging evils. _ 1 

Tiberius, having dedicated the Temples in 
Campania, though he had by an Edict warned the 
public, that none ſhould interrupt his quiet, and 
though ſoldiers were poſted to keep all con- 
fuence from the neighbouring towns; neverth e. 
leſs, hating the towns themſelves, and the colo: WiF09 
ties, and every part in the continent, impriſoned - BI || Bl! 
bimlelf in Capreæ, an Iſland disjoined from the 
point of the Cape of Surrentum by a channel ß Ni8 
tee miles. I ſhould chiefly believe that he was ( 
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mate 1s mild in winter, from the 


ſkip, before the eruptions of Mount 
changed the face of the proſpect. 


las, their names famous of old and 


and Nero being no longer a ſecret, 


Book IV. 


taken with its ſolitude, as the ſea about it is void 
of havens, as the ſtations for the ſmalleſt veſſel; 
are few and difficult, and as none could put in un- 
perceived by the Guards. The genius of the cli- 

ſhelter of a moun- 
tain which intercepts the rigour of the winds; its 
ſummers are refreſhed by gales from the Weſt, and 
the ſea open all round it, makes a delightful view, 
From thence too was beheld a moſt lovely land- 


Veſuvius had 
It is the tra- 


dition of fame, that the Greeks occupied the op- 
polite region, and that Caprez was particularly 
inhabited by the Teleboi. However it were, Ti- 
berius then confined his retirement to twelve Vil— 


their ſtructure 


ſumptuous. And the more intent he had formerly 
been upon public cares, he became now ſo much 
the more buried in dark debauches, and reſigned 
over to miſchievous privacy, for, there remained 
ſtill in him his old bent to ſuſpicions, and raſh 
faith in informers, qualities which even at Rome 
Sejanus had always foſtered, and here inflamed 
more vigorcully; his devices againſt Agrippina 


About them 


Guards were placed, by whom every petty cir- 


circumſtance, the meſſages they ſent or received, 


their viſits and company, their open behaviour, 
1 their private converſation, were all, as it were, 


minuted into journals. There were others too in- 


many, or that, embracing the Statue 


ſtructed to warn them to fly to the armies in Ger- 


of the deified 


9 in the great Forum, they would there 


*  implore the aid and protection of the Senate and 


wem, as juſt ripe for execution, 


people of Rome. And theſe counſels, though re- 
jected by them, were fathered and charged upon 


Junius 
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Junius Silanus and Silius Nerva being Conſuls, 
the year began tragically, as Titius Sabinus, an 
illuſtrious Roman Knight, was hurried to priſon, 
his crime a conſtant friendſhip for Germanicus, 
whoſe wife and children, he only of all his followers, 
never ceaſed to reverence, never ceaſed to frequent 
them at home, never to attend them in public; a 
conſtancy applauded by the good, and grievous to 


their perſecutors. There combined againſt him 


Latinius Latiaris, Porcius Cato, Petilius Rufus, 
and Marcus Opſius, who having been all Prætors, 
were now all paſhonate for the Conſulſhip, to 


which there was no acceſs but by Sejanus, and the 
kindneſs of Sejanus to be purchaſed only by int- 


quity. It was ſettled amongſt them, that Latiaris, 
who had a ſmall acquaintance with Sabinus, ſhould 
manage the guile, the reſt be witneſſes, and then 
all together begin the accuſation. Latiaris there- 
fore accoſted him at firſt with occaſional diſcourſe, 
and then proceeded to praiſe his conſtancy, * that 


© he had not, like others, been only a friend to 


that family in its glory, and deſerted it in afflic- 
tion.“ He at the fame time ſpoke noble things 
of Germanicus, and bewailed Agrippina. This 
affected Sabinus ; and, as the human ſoul is ſof- 
tened by calamity and ſorrow, he burſt into tears 


and complaints, and, being heated, inveighed 


daringly againſt Sejanus, his cruelty, his pride, 


his traiterous deſigns; nor, in truth, did Tiberius 
eſcape his invectives. And now, as if they had 
mutually truſted each other with matters ſecret 


and forbidden, this their converſation created a, 
ſhew of cloſe friendſhip; ſo that Sabinus hence- 
forward ſought out Latiaris, frequented his houſe, 


and carried to him, as to a moſt faithful confident, 
all his griefs and diſcontents. 


The next conſultation was, how to have theſe 


complaints and invectives uttered in the hearing of 


. 


all four; for, the place in which they met to over. 
hear, muſt retain a ſolemn look of ſecrecy ; and 
if they ſtood behind the door, there was danger 
of being ſpied, or their own noiſe might diſcover 
them, or perhaps ſome ſudden apprehenſion might 
tempt Sabinus to inſpect. They therefore choſe the 
void over head, between the roof of the houſe and 
the covering of the room. Into this lurking-hole 
thruſt themſelves three Roman Senators, a con- 
cealment as vile, as the treachery for which the 

did it, was execrable, and there baſely liflened 
with their ears laid to the chaſms and crannies, 
Latiaris the while found out Sabinus abroad, and, 
as if full of ſome late diſcoveries which he meant 
to recount, drew him home, and into the ſubdo- 
lous chamber; there he diſplayed the paſt and in- 
ftant cruelties (for of both there was abundant 
ſtore) with an accumulation too of freſh and im- 
pending terrors. Sabinus then took up his former 
detail and reſentments, and even with greater pro- 
lixity, as the diſcharges of grief once broached, are 
with difficulty reſtrained. This was enough; the 
accuſation was forthwith diſpatched, and, in a 
written Memorial to Tiberius, theſe Senators 
opened the order and dexterity of the fraud, and 
made him a narrative of their own deteſtable infa- 
my. At no time was the city ever ſeized with 
deeper anxiety and dread ; one relation feared an- 
other; men were afraid to meet, afraid to diſ- 


courſe; filence and diſtruſt extended to Rrangers | 


and acquaintance, and both were equally avoided; 
even things dumb and inanimate, roofs and. walls, 
raiſed terror and circumſpection. 

The Emperor ſent preſently a Letter to the Se- 
nate, and, after the uſual compliment and wiſh 


at the entrance of the new year, fell upon Sabinus. ' 


He charged him with having corrupted ſome of 


© his fervants, and aimed at bis own liſe; and, 
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in words no wiſe obſcure, required- vengeance, 
The condemnation paſſed without delay, and the 
condemned was dragged” away to inſtant death, 
His head was muffled in his robe, and his throat 
girt with a robe; but, as far as he could exert his 
yoice, he cried, That with theſe ſolemnities the 
« year began, and ſuch were the victims ſlain to 
« Sejanus.” Which ever way he caſt his eyes, 
whither ſoever he directed his words, nought ap- 
cared but the effects of univerſal terror, even 
fight and ſolitude. All along, as he paſſed, the 
people diſappeared, the ſtreets were empty, the 
public places deſerted. There were fome who 
having fled, returned, and again ſhewed them- 
ſelves ; dreading this very thing, that they had 
diſcovered dread. * What day, they cried, will 
© be free from executions ? when even in the midſt 
of public aſſemblies, in the midſt of vows and 
$ facrifices, a time when cuſtom has eſtabliſhed a 
$ forbearance even from profane words, fetters and 
© halters are yet exerciſed ? It is not at random 
that Tiberius has thus done an action ſo public- 
© Iy odious; it is a ſtudied artifice. He would 
not be thought to debar the new Magiſtrates 
from their ancient privilege of opening the pri- 
© ſons as well as the temples. Sabinus is there- 
fore, during the Feſtival, executed without im- 
priſonment. There followed his Letter of thanks 
to the Senate, for having puniſhed an enemy to 
© the Commonwealth.“ He added, © that he 
lived a life of fear and ſollicitude, in conſtant ap- 


prehenſions of the ſnares of his enemies, but 
named none. It was, however, no wiſe doubted 


that Agrippina and Nero were deſigned. + 

Were it not my purpoſe to refer the ſeveral in- 
cidents to their proper year, my ſpirit longs to 
poſtpone the immediate events, and inſtantly to 


relate 
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relate the juſt doom of Latiaris, Opſius, and the 
other contrivers of this perfidious wickedneſs, not 
only after Caligula came to the Empire, but even 
while Tiberius yet reigned, who, though he would 
not ſuffer the miniſters of his cruelties to be cruſhed 
by others, yet, as he generally became ſurfeited 
with their infamy, and as freſh ones daily offered 
for the ſame vile ſervices, was himſelf wont to hew 
" down the old and over odious. But, we ſhall in 
its order remember the ſevere fate of theſe and 
other ſons of blood. Now Aſinius Gallus, to 
whoſe children Agrippina was aunt, moved * that 
© the Prince ſhould be deſired to explain his fears, 
© and ſuffer the Senate to remove the cauſes.” Ti. 
berius was fonder of his diſſimulation than of all 
his other virtues; for ſuch he conceived it. He 
therefore took it the more heinouſly to find thus 
laid open what he anxiouſly ſmothered, But Se- 
Janus mollified him; not from any love to Gallus, 
but to wait the lingering gradations of the Prince's 
vengeance; for, he knew him ſlow in ripening his 
wrath, but that after the firſt eruption, he would 
be ſure to link tragical executions to ſad denuncia- 
tions. About the ſame time died Julia, grand- 
daughter to Auguſtus, by him condemned for adul- 
*tery, and baniſhed to the iſland Trimetus, not far 
from the coaſt of Apulia, She there ſuffered 
exile twenty years, ſuſtained by relief from Auguſia, 
who having by dark devices diſpatched, in the 
midſt of their hopes and glory, the brothers of Ju- 
lia, made a public ſhew of compaſſion towards 


others of the family, when under the preſſures of 


adverſity. Ds 

The ſame year the Friſians, a people beyond 
the Rhine, rebelled, rather enraged by our avarice, 
than impatient of allegiance. The tribute laid on 


them by Druſus, was eaſy, and: ſuited to their 
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or ſubſtance; namely, to furniſh certain hides 
for the uſes of the ſoldiers.” Nor did any one 
think or inſiſt on the particular ſize or thickneſs, 
till Olennius, an officer ſent to govern them, hav- 
ing procured the large hides of ſome wild bulls, 
demanded that according to that meaſure the tri- 
bute ſhould be paid; a hard taſk even upon any 
nation, and to the Germans the more intolerable, 
25 their foreſts abound in beaſts of mighty bulk, 
and their domeſtic cattle are very ſmall. Yet they 
bore»a ſeries of oppreſſions, firſt parted with the 


herds themſelves, next reſigned their lands, laſt of 
all ſurrendered their wives and children to bondage. 


Hence much bitterneſs and anguiſh, and fad com- 
plaints. But as theſe brought no relaxation, grown 
at laſt deſperate, they ſought relief from war. At 
once they ruſhed upon the ſoldiers appointed over 
the tribute, and hanged them on gibbets. Olen- 
nius by flight prevented their vengeance, and found 
ſanctuary in a neighbouring caſtle, its name Fle- 
vum, ſituated. on the fea coaſt, and garriſoned 


' by a ſtout band of ſoldiers, Romans and Auxilia- 


Lucius Apronius, Governor of the lower Ger- 
many, as ſoon as he was apprized of the inſurrec- 
tion, called down, from the upper-province, ſome 
companies of the Legions, with the choice auxiliary 
foot and horſe ; and, carrying his army down. the 
Rhine, made a deſcent on the Friſians; the revol- 
ters having now abandoned the ſiege of the caſtle, 
and marched back to cover their own country. He 
| therefore, by bridges and cauſeways laid over the 
neighbouring fenns, rendered them paſſable, to the 
body of his forces; and in the mean while, having 
diſcovered certain fordable places, he commanded 
the cavalry of the Caninefates and all the German 
foot in our pay, to ſurround the rear of the _ 
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who, being already drawn up in battle, repulſed 
the ſogyal troops, and even ſome legionary horſe, 
ſent to fupport*them. So that a freſh aid was or- 
dered of three Cohorts, then two more, and, after 
Lore ſpace, the whole cavalry of the Legions; 
Forces ſufficient, had they fallen on in a body ; but 
as they advanced by intervals, they not only in- 
ſpired no freſh courage into thoſe who were already 
diſordered, but were themſelves carried away by 
the fright of ſuch as fled. To Cethegus Labeo, 
- therefore, Legate of the fifth Legion, he committed 

all the reſt of the auxiliary troops. But he too, 
deing hardly beſet, and his men in danger of giv- 
ing way, diſpatched meſſages to implore the intire 
force of the Legions. Thoſe of the fifth ran be- 
fore the reſt to his relief, and, in a ſharp encounter, 
repulſing the foe, protected our Cohorts and Ca- 
valry, much enfeebled with wounds. The Ro- 
man General neither purſued his vengeance, nor 
even buried the dead, though many Tribunes, 


many horſe officers, and many Centurions of the i ſycophant 
firſt rank, were ſlain. It was afterwards learnt e 
from deſerters, that nine hundred Romans, ha- { variety c 
ing the whole night long defended themſelves in Wh. they we 


the wood called Baduhenna, were every man cut 
off; and that another band of four hundred, hav- 
ing poſſeſſed themſelves of a ſeat of one Cruptorix, 
once our tributary, and coming to fear Ru deli- 
vered into the hands of the enemy, had fallen by 
the hands of one another. e 

Hence the name of the Friſians became renown- 
ed amongſt the Germans, whilſt Tiberius diſſem- 
. bled the public loſs, that he might truſt no man with 
the conduct of the war. For the Senate, it was no 
part of their anxiety, what diſgraces were received 
on the extremities of the Empire: domeſtic terror 
had poſſeſſed their ſouls, a diſtemper for = 
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they ſought a cure from 1 inſomuch, that 
though they met upon far different deliberations, 
yet they decreed © an Altar to Clemency, an Altar 
(to Friendthip, and round them the Statues of 
Tiberius and Sejanus ;' and, with repeated ſup- 


ſications importuned both, that they would 


( pleaſe to afford their preſence to the public.” But, 
wth all theſe entreaties, they neither viſited Rome, 
jor the neighbourhood of Rome. To them it 
kemed condeſcenſion ſufficient, juſt to leave the 
land, and ſuffer themſelves to be ſeen on the 
hore of Campania. Thither crowded the Sena- 


i ſolicitous for admiſſion to Sejanus, who was 
urder of acceſs than the Emperor; nor was it at 
il to be obtained but by being confederate with 
im in his counſels and purſuits, or by courting 
boſe that were. It was abundantly apparent that 
bs natural arrogance was exalted, from furveyi 
bat filthy hoſt of ſlaves, ſpread all abroad, and 
couching before him. For at Rome the throng 


Wreatneſs of the City, the ordinary hurry of men, 
Wd variety of affairs, rendered it uncertain whi- 
ter they went, or whence they came. But here 
ley appeared in a body, the noble and mean, 
ing, along on the fields and ſhores, days and 


be ame, and bore with equal patience the favour 
ud inſults of his porters, till they were finally for- 
d to apply even to theſe. So that all, whom he 
ndeſcended not to ſee, others whom he deigned 
Int to ſpeak to, returned to the City ſtruck and 
tembling, ſome exulting with deceitful joy, as 
** hung the dreadful iſſue of his tragical 
dendſhip. 

For the reſt; Tiberius having here betrothed 
Cneius Domitius the younger Agrippina, 
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us, the Knights, and great part of the people, 


heophants were not ſo diſtinctly perceived; the 
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nuptials to be celebrated at Rome, 
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tius he preferred, beſides the antiquity of his ff. 
mily, his near kindred to the Cæſars; for Och. 
via being his grand-mother, Auguſtus was hi 


great uncle. 
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BOOK V. 


at 


The SUMMARY. 


The death and character of the Empreſs Livia. Thence 

freſh power to Sejanus, and tyranny of the Govern- 
ment, Aprippina and her ſon Nero openly accuſed 
to the Senate by a letter from the Emperor. The 
ardent zeal of the people for them. This incenſes 
Sejanus, who thence alarms Tiberius, Part 
a Speech of one condemned, with his manner of dy- 
ing. More N. A counterfeit Druſus in 
the Cyclades. The diligence and addreſs of Pop- 


pæius Sabinus upon that occaſion. Feats between 
the two Conſuls, | 


I the Conſulſhip of Rubellius and Fuſius, each 
ſirnamed Geminus, died Julia Auguſta, in the 
extremity of age. She was deſcended from the 
Claudian houſe, adopted through her father in- 


ts the Livian family, into the Julian by 1 


4 Wee, and 
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and both by adoption and deſcent, ſignally noble. 
Her firſt marriage was with Tiberius Nero, and 
by him ſhe had children. Her huſband, after the 
ſurrender of Peruſia, in the Civil War, became 2 
fugitive z; but, upon peace made between Sextus 
Pompeius and the Triumvirate, returned to Rome, 
Afterwards, Octavius Cæſar, ſmitten with her 
beauty, ſnatched her from her huſband, whether 
With or againſt her own inclinations, is uncertain, 
but with ſuch precipitation, that, without ſtaying 
for her delivery, he married her yet big with child 
by Tiberius. Henceſorward ſhe had no iffue; 
but, by the marriage of Germanicus and Aprip- 
pina, her blood came to be mixed with that of 
Auguſtus in their great grand-children, In her 
domeſtic deportment ſhe confoxmed to the venera- 
ble model of antiquity, but with more complai- 
ſance than was allowed by the Ladies of old; an 
eaſy courteous wite, an ambitious mother, well 
comporting with the nice arts of her huſband, and 
the diſſimulation of her ſon. Her funeral was mo- 
derate, and her Jaſt will lay long unfulfilled. Her 
encomium was pronounced in public by Caligula, 
her grandſon, afterwards Emperor, 

Tiberius by a Letter excuſed himſelf to the Se- 
nate for not having, paid his laſt offices to his Mo- 
ther; and, though he rioted in private luxury 
without abatement, pleaded © the multitude of 
© public affairs.” He likewiſe abridged the ho- 
nours decreed to her memory, and, of a latge 
number, admitted but very few. For this reſtric- 
tion he pretended modeſty, and added, that no 
religious worſhip ſhould be appointed to her, fol 
© thatthe contrary was her own choice.” Nay, 

in a part of the ſame Letter, he cenſured femmn? 
PAendBipe, obliquely upbraiding the Conſul Fu- 

ſius, a man highly the f 

xtetous to engage and cajole the 
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affections of women, a gay talker, one accuſtomed 
to play upon Tiberius with biting ſarcaſms, the 
impreſſions of which never die in the hearts of 
Princes. | 

From this moment, the domination waxed com- 
pletely outrageous and devouring ; for while ſhe 
lived, ſome refuge ſtill remained, as the obſervance 
of Tiberius towards his Mother was ever inviolate ; 
nor durſt Sejanus arrogate precedence of the autho- 
rity of a parent; but now, as let looſe from all 
ws Res, they broke out with unbridled fury. 80 
that Letters were diſpatched avowedly againſt 
Agrippina and Nero; and as they were read in 
the Senate ſoon after the death of Auguſta, the 
people believed them to have been ſent before, and 
by her ſuppreſſed. "The expreſſions were elabo- 
ratcly bitter; and yet by them no hoſtile purpoſe 
of taking arms, no endeavour to change the State, 
was objected to the youth, but only the love of 
boys, and other impure pleaſures.“ Againſt 
Agrippina he durſt not even feign ſo much, and 
therefore arraigned her haughty looks, her im- 
petuous and ſtubborn fpirit.' The Senate were 
[truck with deep ſilence and affright; but as parti- 
cular men will always be drawing pertonal favour 
from public miſeries, there were tome who, hav- 
ing no hopes founded upon uprightnets, demanded 
that © they ſhould proceed upon the Letters.“ A- 
mongſt theſe the foremoſt in zeal was Cotta Meſ- 
ſalinus, with a terrible motion; but, the other 
leading men, and chiefly the Magiitrates, were 
embarailed by fear; for L'iberius, though he had 
lent them a flaming invective, left all the reſt a 
nddle. 

In the Senate was one Junius Ruſticus, appoint- 
ed by the Emperor to kcep a Journal of their pro- 
ceedings, and therefore thought well acquainted 
with his purpoſes, L'his man, by ſome fatal im- 
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pulſe (for he had never before ſhewn any inſtance 
of magnanimity) or blinded by deceitful policy, 
while forgetful of preſent and impending dangers, 


he dreaded future poſſibilities, joined the party that 


heſitated, and even warned the Confuls, © not to 
begin the debate: he argued, © that in a ſhort 
moment the higheſt affairs might take a new 
< turn, and an interval ought to be allowed to the 
< old man to change his paſſion into remorſe.” At 
the ſame time, the people, carrying with them the 
Images of Agrippina and Nero, gathered about the 
Senate, and proclaiming their good wiſhes for the 
proſperity of the Emperor, cried earneſtly, *< that 
< the Letters were counterfeit, and againſt the 
< conſent of the Prince the doom of his family was 
< purſued,” So that nothing tragical was that day 
tranſacted, There were alſo diſperſed amongſt 
them ſeveral ſpeeches, ſaid to have been uttered in 
Senate by the Conſulars, as their motions and ad- 
vices againſt Sejanus; but all framed, and with 
the more petulance as the ſcvcral autliors exerciſed 
their ſatirical wit in the dark. Hence Scjanus 
boiled with greater rage, and hence had a handle 
for branding the Senate, that by them the an- 
« guiſh and reſentments of the Prince were deſ- 
piſed, the people were revolted ; popular and 
diſaffected harangues were publicly read and 
liſtened to; new and arbitrary acts of Senate 
were paſſed and publiſned. What more remain- 
ed, but to arm the populace, and place at their 
c head, as leaders and Imperial Commanders, 
© thoſe whoſe Images they had already choſen for 
c ſtandards ?” 

Tiberius having therefore repeated his reproaches 
againſt his grand-ſon and daughter-in-law,, hav- 
ing chaſtiſed the people by an edict, and com- 
plained to the Senate, that by the fraud of a fu- 
« ple Senator the Imperial dignity ſhould be baffled 
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« and inſulted, required that the whole affair ſhould 
be left to himſelf, intire and untouched.* The 
Senate heſitated no longer, but inſtantly proceeded, 
not now in truth to decree penalties, and capital 
vengeance ; for that was forbid them ; but to teſtify 
how ready they were to inflict juſt puniſhments, 
© and that they were only interrupted by the power 
and pleaſure of the Prince. % . * 


Here begins a lamentable chaſm in this Annal for 
almoft three years; and by it we have luſi the detail 
of the mot remarkable incidents in this reign, the 
exile of Agrippina into the iſle of Pandataria ; of 
Nero into that of Pontia; and the murder of bath 
there, by the orders of Tiberius; the conſpiracy and 
execution of Sejanus, with that of all his friends and 
dependents ; the further wickedneſs of Livia, and her 
death. | 


*** Upon this ſubject four and forty ſpeeches 
were made, ſome few upright, but cramped by 
fear; many ſuited to the ſervile genius of the time 
*$X*%#*, © I judged that either upon myſelf it 
would bring infamy, or upon Sejanus hatred ** 
© his fortune has now ſuffered a mighty turn; and 
© he who even choſe him for his ſon-in-law, choſe 
him for his collegue, forgives himſelf. For 
others, as they flattered his hving pride with the 
vileneſs and proſtitution of ſlaves, they now pur- 
ſue him dead, with the fury of baſe enemies F** 
Which is the more wretched fate, I can hardly 
decide, that of accuſing a friend, or of being 
© accuſed for ſhewing him friendſhip. *** 1 ſhall 
riſque no man's cruelty, I ſhall court no man's 
mercy, but, free as I am, and approved to my 
own conſcience, will maſter danger by prevent- 
ing it. As to all you preſent ; I adjure you that 
you do not preſerve my memory in ſorrow, but 
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< rejoice over it, and add me too to the number of 
< thoſe who by a noble end have eſcaped the fad 
view of public miſeries.* - 

He then ſpent part of the day in converſation 
with thoſe that came to ſee him, received one, 
took leave of another, talked to all indifferently, 
as they ſtood about him, with perſect calmneſs and 
preſence of ſpirit. A throng of company yet re- 
mained, and, while they all beheld his counte- 
nance ſtill eaſy and void of perturbation, and 
thence believed that he meant to live ſome longer 
ſpace, he fell upon a ſword which under his robe 
he had concealed. Nor did Tiberius, after his 
death, perſecute his memory with any reproach, 
or blacken him with any crime ; whereas he had 
loaded Blæſus with many and hideous imputations. 

Next were tried Publius Vitellius, and Pompo- 
nius Secundus. The former was charged by the 
informers, that as he preſided over the exche- 
< quer, he had offered the public treaſure, and the 
< whole military cheſt, towards compaſſing a re- 
< yolution.” To the other, his accuſer Conſidius, 
lately Prator, objeted © the friendſhip of ZElius 
„Gallus, who, after the execution of Sejanus, 
© had fled to the gardens of Pomponius, as to a 
< moſt faithful ſhelter.” Againſt the impending 

eril there remained to neither of the accuſed any 
aid but from the magnanimity of their brothers, 
who frankly became their ſureties. However, in 
ſome time, Vitellius, after many delays, alike di- 
ſtracted with the ſlipperineſs of hope, and the ago- 
nies of fear, called for a pen-knife, under pretence 
of writing, and with it pricked his veins, but 
timorouſly and without effect; fo that at laſt he 
died broken-hearted. Pomponius, a man of great 
elegance of manners, and noble wit, bore with 
equanimity his adverſe fortune, and out-lived II- 
berius, 
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Now, though the rage of the populace was ex- 
iring, and though moſt men were mollified by 
Ter executions, it was determined to condemn 
the other children of Sejanus. They were there- 
fore carried both to prifon, the boy ſenſible of his 
impending doom, but the girl ſo ignorant, that 
ſhe frequently aſked, for what offence ? and whi- 
Ather did they drag her? ſhe would do fo no 
more, and they might take the rod and whip 
her.“ The Writers of that time relate, © that 
© as it was a thing unheard, for a virgin to ſuffer 
capital puniſhment, ſhe was deflowered by the 
« executioner juſt before he tied the rope; and 
that being both ſtrangled, the tender bodies of 
< theſe children were caſt into the place where the 
* carcaſſes of malefactors are expoſed, before they 
Care flung into the Tiber. 0 | 
About the ſame time Greece and Aſia were diſ- 
mayed, by a rumour rather vehement than laſting, 
that Druſus the ſon of Germanicus had been ſeen 
in the Cyclades, and anon upon the Continent.“ 
It was indeed a youth near of the ſame age, ac- 
companied by ſome of the Emperor's freedmen, 
who, while they owned him for Druſus, meant 
to enſnare him. His followers were multiplied by 
the ſplendor of the name, a lure which excited 
ſuch as were ignorant about him; as the Greeks 
are ever paſſionate for all things new and won- 
derful. | 
The} therefore imagined, and believing: their 
own imaginations, they at the ſame time publiſhed, 
that he had eſcaped from cuſtody, and was pro- 
* ceeding to the armies of his father, with them 
* to ſubdue Syria or AÆgypt.“ Already he was 
ſtrengthened by the confluence of the young men, 
already courted with public honours, and elated in 
himſelf with the preſent ſucceſs, and foſtering airy 


hopes, when the {tory reached Poppzus Sabinus. 
N 3 He: 
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He was at that juncture engaged in Macedon, 
though likewiſe Governor of Greece. To obviate 
therefore the conſequences of the rumour, true or 
falſe, he haſtily paſſed the bay of 'Toronis, and 
that of Thermes, next Eubcea, an iſland of the 
Egean Sea, and Piræum the port of Athens, then 


the coaft of Corinth, and the Streights of the 


Iſthmus ; and, by another fea, he entered Nico- 
polis a Roman colony. There at laſt he learnt, 
that this counterfeit Druſus, being artfully que- 
ſtioned, had declared himſelf the ſon of Marcus Si- 
lanus ; and that many of his followers having fallen 
off, he had embarked, as if he meant to fail to 
Italy. Sabinus ſent this account to Tiberius, and 
further than this we have found nothing of the ori- 
gin or iſſue of that affair. | 
Towards the concluſion of the year, the animo- 
fity of the Conſuls, which had been long heighten- 
ing, broke out into a flame; for Trio, ever for- 
ward to create himſelf enemies, and an exerciſed 
pleader, had obliquely cenſured Regulus, * as 
ſlothful in cruſhing the inſtruments of Sejanus. 
Regulus, a man moderate and inoffenſive, unleſs 


provoked, not only repulſed the charge of his col- | 


legue, but arraigned him as confederate with that 


traitor, and even ſummoned him to his trial. Ma- 


ny Senators interpoſed, and beſought them, that 


each would drop his hate, tending to the over- | 


throw of both ; but they perſiſted threatening and 
incenſed to the expiration of their Magiſtracy. 
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The SUMMARY. 


The flrange and libidinous revellings of the ancient 
Emperor in his ſolitary retreat at Capree. Hany 
accuſations ; that of Marcus Terentius, and bis 
ſingular defence. L. Piſo, his death and fine 

character. The office of Governor of Rome, wg 
it began, and by whom exerciſed. Debate concern- 
ing the Sybilline books, and the reſtrictions to be ob- 
ſerved in admitting them, A ſedition at Rome up- 
on a dearth of bread-corn, Two daughters of Ger- 
manicus married, one to L. Caſſius, another to 
Marcus Vinicius. Regulations againſt uſury. 
Freſh accuſations upon the law of Majeſty. Num- 
bers executed at once as confederates with Sejanus, 
and their coarſes expoſed. Caligula married to 
Claudia; His character and diſſimulation. Tibe- 
rius preſages the ſovereignty of Galba. His deal. 
ings with the aſtrologers: A remarkable ſtory of 
N 4 Thraful'::+ 
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Thraſullus. The miſerable and violent end of 


Drufus the ſon of Germanicus, as alſe of Agrip- 
pina. The IEEE and voluntary 2 a 
va the great lawyer, with the end of other illuſtrious 
men. A Phonix feen in Agypt, with traditions 
concerning that miraculous bird, Freſh accuſations 
and deaths. Deputies from Parti for a King, 
Tiberius e/tabliſhes a King there, then anither, 
Lucius Vitellius ſent to ſettle the Eaft ; his va- 
rious charatter. Wars between the Parthians and 
Armenians. Artabanus expulſed from his kingdom, 
feeks refuge in Scythia, "TI iridates ſettled in his 
room by the conduct and army of Vitellius. More 
illiſtrious Romans accuſed, with their condemna- 
tion and ends. The Cliteans, a people of Cappa- 
docia, their revolt and defeat. Tiridates de- 
throned, aud Artabanus recalled. A terrible con- 
flagration at Rome: The liberality of Tiberius at 
that conjuncture. He deliberates with himſelf about 
a ſucceſſor. His ſickneſs, death and character. 


Neius Domitius and Camillus Scribonianus 
had begun their Conſulſhip, when the Em- 


peror, having croſſed the channel between Capreæ 


and Surrentum, failed along the ſhore of Campania, | 


unreſolved whether he ſhould proceed to Rome, or 


. counterfeiting a ſhew of coming, becauſe he had 


determined not to come. He often approached to 


the neighbourhood of the City, even viſited tlie 
Gardens upon the Tiber; but at laſt reiwncd 


his old retirement, the gloomy rocks and ſoli— 


. tude of the ſea, aihamed of his cruelties, and abo- 
minable luſts, in which he rioted ſo outragcou!';, 


OW : 2 g 
that, aſter the faſhion of Royal Tyrants, the chi 


' dren of ingenuous parentage became the objects oi 


his pollution; nor in them was he ſtruck with 4 


| lovely face only, or the graces of their perſons ; 


but in ſome their boyiſh and bluſhing umocence, 
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in others their nobility and the glory of their an- 
ceſtors, became the provocatives of his unnatural 
paſſion. Then likewiſe were deviſed the filthy 
names, till then unknown, of the Sellarii and Spin- 
7 expreſſing the odious lewdneſs of the place, 
and the manifold methods of proſtitution practiſed 
in it. He moreover entertained profeſſed procurers, 
to look out and carry off the willing by the allure- 
ments of preſents, the backward by terror and 
threats; and when their parents or kindred with 
held their children, they had recourſe to force, ſei- 
ſure, treated them like captives, and with all licen- 
tious rage. | 

At Rome, in the beginning of the year; as if 
the iniquities of Livia had been but juſt diſcovered,, 
and not even long ſince puniſhed, furious orders. 
were paſſed even againſt her Statues and memory, 
as alſo, © That the effects of Sejanus ſhould be: 
taken from the public treaſury, and placed in 
that of the Emperor:' as if ſuch tranſlation avail- 
ed the ſtate. Yet ſuch was the motion of the Sci- 
bios, the Silanr, and the Caſſii, who urged it, 
each almoſt in the ſame words, but all with might 
zeal and earneſtneſs; when, on a ſudden, 'Fogo- 
nius Gallus, while he would be thruſting his o. m 
meanneſs amongſt names ſo greatly illuſtrious, be- 
came thMbject of deriſion; for he beſsught the 
Prince © to chuſe a body of Senators, of when 
* twenty, drawn by lot and under arms, ſhould 
wait upon him, and defend his. perſon, as. ofterr 
* as he entered the Senate.“ He hud weakly ere— 
dited a Letter from the Emperor, requiring. the 
guard and protection of one of the Conſuls, that 
* he might return in ſafety from Capreæ to Rome.“ 
Tiberius, however, returned thanks to the Sennte 
tor ſuch an inſtance of affection; but, as he: was: 
wont to mix pleaſantry with things. ſerious, he: 
alxed,, + How yas it to be executed? What Se- 
N 5 © nators 
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© nators were to be choſen ? Who to be admitted ? 
Whether always the ſame, or a continued ſuc- 
© ceſhon? Whether young Senators, or ſuch as 
© had borne dignities ? Whether thoſe who were 
< Magiſtrates, or thoſe exerciſing no Magiſtracy ? 
Moreover, what a becoming * they would 
* make, grave Senators, men of the gown, under 
arms at the entrance of the Senate | In truth, 
he held not his life of ſuch importance, to have 
it thus protected by arms.” So much in anſwer 
to Togonifts, without aſperity of words; nor did 
he, farther than this, preſs them to cancel the 
motion. - | 

But Junius Gallio eſcaped not thus. He had 
propoſed, * That the Prætorian ſoldiers, having 
© accompliſhed their term of ſervice, ſhould thence 
© acquire the privilege af fitting in the fourteen 
© rows of the Theatre allotted to the Roman 
Knights.“ Upon him Tiberius fell with violent 
wrath, and, as if preſent, demanded, * What bu— 
* fineſs had he with the ſgſflers ? men whoſe duty 
© bound them to obſerve only the orders of the 
© Emperor, and from the Emperor alone to re- 
ceive their rewards. Gallio had, forſooth, diſ- 
covered a fecompence which had eſcaped the ſa- 
gacity of the deihed Auguſtus! Or, was it not 


nus, to raiſe ſedition and diſcord, to debauch 
the rude minds of the ſoldiers with the ſhew and 
bait of new honour, to corrupt their diſcipline, 
and fet them looſe from military reſtrictions ! 
This reward had the ſtudicd flattery of Gallio, who 
was inſtantly expelled the Senate, and then Italy: 
Nay, it became a charge upon him, that his exile 
would be too eaſy, having for the place of it choſen 
Lesbos, an Iſland noble and delightful ; he was 
therefore haled back to Rome, and confined in the 
houle of a Magittrate, 'I'tberius, in the ſame 
| Letter, 
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Letter, demanded the doom of Sextus Paconianus, 
formerly Prætor, to the extreme joy of the Senate, 
as he was a man bold and miſchievous, one armed 
with ſnares, and continually diving into the pur- 
poſes and ſecret tranſactions of all men, and one 
choſen by Sejanus, for plotting the overthrow of 
Caligula, When this was now laid open, the ge- 
neral hate and animoſities long ſince conceived. 
againſt him, broke violently out, and had he not 
offered to make a diſcovery, he had been inſtantly 
condemned to death. | 
As the perſon he arraigned, proved to be La- 
tinius Latiaris, the accuſer and the accuſed, two 
men equally deteſted, adminiſtered a moſt gratefyl 
ſcene. | Latiaris, as I have recounted, had been 
the chief in betraying Titius Sabinus, and was 
now the firſt that ſuffered. During theſe tranſac- 
tions, Haterius Agrippa encountered the Conſuls 
of the preceding year; How came they to be 
* ſilent now, they who had impeached each other 
of treaſon then? In truth, common dread, and 
conſciences equally guilty, ought to be reckoned - 
the bonds and articles of their preſent ceſſation. 
© But the fathers muit not paſs unohſerved what 
from themſelves they had heard.“ It was an- 
ſwered by Regulus, That there ſtill remained 
time to procure puniſhment, and he would do it 
* effeCtually when the Prince ſhould be preſent.” 
Trio pleaded © the uſual emulation between col-- 
© leagues, and that what they two had uttered in 
the heat of diſſention, were better blotted out of 
* remembrance.* Agrippa ſtill perſiſting, San- 
quinius Maximus, one of the Conſulars, beſought 
the Senate, * That they would not thus heighten 
© the anxieties of the Emperor, by wantonly hunt- 
© ing after matter of freſh aiperity z and that, 
where remedies were wanting, he alone was 
* abundantly ſufficient to apply them.“ Thus was 
8 — 6 ſaf e 
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_y procured to Regulus, and to Trio a delay of 


his doom. For Haterius; he became the more 
deteſted, ſince, emaciated with debauches and lu- 
bricity, and protected by his voluptuous floth 


againſt all peri] from the Prince's cruelty, he me- 
ditated, in the midſt of cups and harlots, the de- 
ſtruction of illuſtrious men. 


The next impeached was Cotta Meſſalinus, the 


author of every the moſt bloody counſel, and thence 


Jong and intenſely hated. The firſt opportunity 


was therefore ſnatched to fall upon him with | 


combination of crimes, as that he had called Caius 


Caligula by the feminine name of Caia Caligula, and 
branded him with conſtuprations of both kinds; 
that when he celebrated among the prieſts the birth- 


day of Auguſta, he had ſtiled the entertainment a 


funeral ſut pen; and that complaining of the great 


way of Marcus Lepidus, and of Lucius Arrun- 
tius, with whom he had a ſuit about money, he 
had added, They, indeed, will be ſupported by 


© the Senate, but I by my little Tiberius.“ Of alt 


this he ſtood expoſed to conviction by men of the 


firſt rank in Rome, who being earneſt to attack 


him, he appealed to Cæſar, from whom ſoon 
after a Letter was brought in behalf of Cotta in 
it he recounted © the beginning of their friendſhip,” 
repeated his many good ſervices to himſelf, and 
deſired © that words perverfly conſtrued, and hu- 
< morous tales told at an entertainment, might 


4 not be wreſted into crimes.” 


Moſt remarkable was the beginning of that Let- 
ter; for in theſe words he introduced it; * What 
to write you, Conſcript Fathers, or in what 
s manner to write, or what at all not to write at 
« this inſtant, if I can determine, may all the Dei— 
© tics, Gods and Goddeſſes, doom me ſtill to more 
cruel agonies than thoſe under which I feel my- 
« ſelf periſhing daily.“ So cloſely did the — 
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horror of his cruelties and infamy haunt this man 
of blood, and became his torturers ! Nor was it at 
random what the wiſeſt of all men was wont to 
affirm, that if the hearts of 'I'yrants were diſplayed, 
they would be ſeen full of deadly wounds and gor- 
ings, ſince what the ſeverity of ſtripes is to the body, 
the ſame to the ſoul is the bitter anguiſh of cruelty, 
luſt, and execrable purſuits. To Tiberius not his 
Imperial fortune, not his gloomy and inacceſſible 
ſolitudes, could enſure tranquillity, nor exempt him 
from feeling, and even avowing, the rack in his 
breaſt, and the avenging furies that purſued him. 
After this it was left to the diſcretion of the Se- 
nate to proceed as. they liſted againſt Cæcilianus 
the Senator, who had produced againſt Cotta a 
charge of many heavy articles; and it was re- 
ſolved, © to ſubject him to the ſame penalties in- 
« flicted upon Aruſeius and Sanquinius, the accu- 
« ſers of Lucius Arruntius.“ A more ſignal in- 
ſtance of honour than this had never befallen Cot- 
ta, who, noble in truth, but through luxury indi- 
gent, and, for the baſeneſs of his crimes, deteſta- 
ble, was, by the dignity of this amends, equalled 
in character to the moſt venerable reputation and 
virtues of Arruntius. Thereafter were arraigned 
Quintus Servæus, and Minutius Thermus; Sex- 
væus formerly Prætor, and once the follower of 
Germanicus; Minutius, of the Equeſtrian rank, 
and though diſtinguiſhed, yet never elated, with 
the friendſhip of Sejanus: hence the greater coni- 
miſeration upon both. Tiberius, on the contrary, 
charged them © as the leaders and principals in 
treaſon, and directed Caius Ceſtius the elder 
© to declare to the Senate what he had written to 
© him.” Thus Seſtius undertook the accuſation. 
This was the moſt peſtilent calamity of thoſe times, 
when the illuſtrious chiefs of the Senate degraded 
themſelves to the vile office of the meaneſt in- 
formers 


—... Ee eee SO ern 8 Ihre 


my 


278 THE ANNALS Book VI 


formers, ſome in the face of the ſun, many in the 
treacherous ways of ſecrecy, and both without re- 
gard to the. ties of blood or friendſhip ; no diſtinc- 
tion of kinſmen from ſtrangers, none of the fami- 
har from the unacquainted ; no means leſt to dif- 


cover, whether for recent imputations, or for facts 


covered in a courſe of years with oblivion. For 
words ſpoken in the Forum, ſpoken at entertain- 
ments, upon what ſubject ſoever ſpoken, the 
ſpeakers were accuſed ; every one ſtriving to get 
the ſtart of another, and to arraign his man; ſome 
for their own protection, but moſt, as it were, 
ſmitten with the diſeaſe of informing, and capti- 
vated with a common contagion. Minutius and 
Servæus were condemned, but to ſave themſelves 
became evidence ; and thus there were drawn into 
the ſame miſhap Julius Africanus, and Seius Qua- 
dratus, the former from Saintes a City of Gaul; 
from whence was the other I have not diſcovered, 
Neither am I unaware that by moſt Writers the 
doom and ſufferings of many of the accuſed, are 
wholly omitted ; either that they were weary of 
the exceſſive multiplicity, or apprehenſive that the 
tedious recital, which to themſelves proved ſurfeit- 


1 and melancholy, would with equal irkſomneſs 


ect their readers. But to me, many peculiar 
paſſages have occurred deſerving to be known, 
however not publiſhed by others. 

For, at a juncture when all men elſe affected 
to renounce the character of friends to Sejanus, 2 
Roman Knight, his name Marcus Terentius, and 
then upon his trial on this very account, dared to 
avow it before the Senate in a ſpeech on this wiſe: 

In my preſent circumſtances, to deny the charge 

were, perhaps, more expedient than to acknow. 
ledge it; but, whatever be the reſult, I will 

own, that I was the friend of Sejanus, that [ 

even {ought to be his friend, and gloried — . 
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had gained his friendſhip. I ſaw him collegue 
with his father Strabo in the command of the 
Prætorian Cohorts, and next governing the ſtate 
and the ſoldiery at once as a Miniſter and a Ge- 
« neral, His kinſmen and friends were covered 
« with public honours, and prevalent with the 
Prince was every man's credit in proportion to 
his intimacy with Sejanus. Thoſe, on the con- 
© trary, under his diſpleaſure, were the deſpairing 
© objects of perſecution and wretchedneſs. Names 
© and inftances I bring none; but with myſelf I 
vill vindicate, and at my own ſingle peril, all 
© thoſe friends of his, who, like myſelf, were 
© euiltleſs of his laſt deſigns. Sejanus the Vul- 
© finian was not the man whom we courted; no; 
for the object of our adorations we choſe Sejanus 
© a part of the Claudian, a part of the Julian 
© houſe, into which, by alliance, he was ingraft- 
ed; Sejanus thy ſon-in-law, O Cæſar, thy col- 
* legue in the Conſulſhip, and that Sejanus who, 
© under thee, adminiſtred the Empire. To us it 
belongs not to judge who is he whom above all 
© others thou doſt exalt, nor for what cauſes thou 
© haſt exalted him. Upon thee the Gods have de- 
* volved the ſupreme diſpoſal of things, and to us 
remains the glory of obedience. Facts and 
things obvious we all behold ; we perceive who 
© it is upon whom thou doſt accumulate wealth 
and honours, who they are that hold and diſtri- 
* bute the ſupreme terrors and bleſſings of power; 
© and that all theſe were the characteriſtics of Se- 
* janus, no man will deny. But to pry into the 
profound thoughts of*the Prince, and the coun- 
* ſels which he induftriouſly hides, is forbidden and 
© hazardous, nor even with hazard can it be ef- 
* fected, Recal not to mind, Conſcript Fathers, 
* the Jait day of Sejanus; remember him for the 
* {pace of ſixteen years, a time when we adored 

| even 
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even ſuch of his retainers as Satrius and Pompo- 
nius; and to be then acquainted with his porters 
and franchized ſlaves, was eſteemed a grand ho- 
nour. What therefore is the reſult? Is this de- 
fence univerſal, and does it ſerve indifferently al 
the friends of Sejanus? Far from it; let juſt li- 
mits bound it. Let the conſpiracy againſt the 
State, let the bloody deſigns upon the Prince, 
be puniſhed. As to the offices of friendſhip, as 
to the inſtances of benevolence towards Sejanus, 
the ſame meaſure of juſtice will acquit thee, 
Cæſar, and us.“ | | 


„ @ 42A . & 230 


Joy, that one was at laſt found, who reaſoned 
aloud as in their hcarts'they did all, produced ſuch 
powerful effect, that his accuſers were for this, and 
other delinquencies, ſentenced to baniſhment or 
death. «Thereafter followed Letters from Tibe- 
rius againſt Sextus Veſtilius, formerly Prætor; one 
whom he had long ſince, as a man exceeding dear 
to his brother Druſus, adopted into the claſs of 
his friends. The diſpleaſure conceived againſt him 


aroſe from his either having compoſed an in- 


vective againſt the impurities of Caligula, or from 
his having been calumniated to have done tit, 


which being believed, he was forbid the Princes 


table, and thence purpoſed to die. Having with 
an aged hand tried the ſteel, and feebly pierced his 
veins, he bound them up, and, by a Memorial, 


beſought Tiberius; but receiving a mercileſs an- 


ſwer, opened them again for ever. Next were 
charged with treaſon, all in a band, Annius Pollio, 
Appius Silanus, Mamercus Scaurus, Calviſius da- 
binus, and Vinicianus added to his father Pollio; 
a band of illuſtrious men, all noble in deſcent, 
ſome diſtinguiſhed with the firſt dignities. Horror 
ſeized the F athers; for what Senator was exempt 


from friendſhip or alliance with ſo many pro. = 
| ch 


The magnanimity of the ſpeech, added to the 
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fuch ſignal quality? But one of the evidence, his 
name Celſus, Tribune of a City-Cohort, acquitted 
Appius and Calviſius. The trial of Pollio, Vini- 
ci nus, and Scaurus, was, by the Emperor poſt- 
poned, till he could himſelf attend it in Senate. 
Upon Scaurus, however, he beſtowed ſome tragi- 
cal and boding notes of vengeance. 

Nor could even women eſcape the rage of ac- 
cuſations. With deſigns to uſurp the government, 
they could not be charged; their tears are there- 
fore made treaſon, and Vitia, mother to Fuſius 
Geminus, once Conſul, was ſentenced to execu- 
tion in her old age, for bewailing the blood of her 
ſon. Theſe were the proceedings in Senate; nor 
was the Emperor employed elſewhere in different 
ſtrains of cruelty, By him Veſcularius Atticus and 
Julius Marinus, were doomed to death, two of his 
oldeſt friends, men who had followed. him to 
Rhodes, and never forſook him at Capreæ. Veſ- 
cularius was his ſecret inter- agent in the plot againſt 
Libo; and by the co-operation of Marinus had 
Sejanus effected the ruin of Curtius Atticus. Hence 
the more joy followed their fall, to ſee them over- 
taken by precedents of their own traiterous con- 
triving. About the ſame time died Lucius Piſo, 
the Pontiff; and, by a felicity, then rare in ſo 
much ſplendour and elevation, died by the courſe 
of nature. The author he never himſelf was of 
ny ſervile motion, and ever wiſe in moderating 
ſuch motions from others where neceſſity enforced 
his aſſent. That his father had ſuſtained the ſu- 
blime office of Cenſor, I have before remembered. 
He himſelf lived to fouricore years, and, for his 
warlice feats in Thrace, had obtained the glory 
of Triumph. But from hence aroſe his moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed glory, that being created Governor of 
Rome, a jurildiction newly inſtituted, and the 

more 
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more difficult, as not yet ſettled into public reve- 
rence, he tempered it wonderfully, and pofleſſe 
it long. 

For, of old, ta ſupply the abſence of the Kings, 
and aſterwards of the Conſuls, that the City might 
not remain without a ruler, a temporary Magi- 
ſtrate was appointed to adminiſter juſtice, and 
watch over exigencies ; and it is ſaid that by Romu- 
lus was deputed Denter Romulius, Numa Mar- 
cius by Pullus Hoftilius, and by Tarquin the 
Proud Spurius Lucretius. The 3 delegation 
was made by the Conſuls; and there remains {lll 
a ſhadow of the old inftitution, when, during the 
Latin Feſtival, one is authorized to diſcharge the 
Conſular function. Moreover, Auguſtus, during 
the Civil Wars, committed to Cilnius Mæcenas, 
of the Equeſtrian Order, the Government of 
Rome and of all Italy. Afterwards, when ſole 
maſter of the Empire, and moved by the immenſe 
multitude of people, and the ſlownets of relief from 
the Laws, he choſe a Conſular to bridle the licen- 
tiouſneſs of the ſlaves, and to awe ſuch turbulent 
citizens as are only quiet from the dread of chailiſc- 
ment. Meſflala Corvinus was the firſt inveſted 
with this authority, and in a few days diſmiſſed, 
as a man inſufficient to diſcharge it. It was then 
filled by Taurus Statilius, who, though very an- 
cient, ſuſtained it with ſignal honour. After him 
Piſo held it for twenty years, with a credit ſo high 
and uninterrupted, that he was diſtinguiſhed with 
a public funeral, by decree of Senate. 

A motion was thereafter made in Senate by 
Quinctilianus, Tribune of the people, concerning 
a Book of the Sybil, which Caninius Gallus, one 
of the College of fiſteen, had prayed * might be 
received by a decree amongſt the reſt of that 
Propheteſs.“ The Decree paticd without of 
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ſition, but was followed by Letters from Tiberius. 
In them, having rently chid the Tribune, as 
young, and therefore untiulled in the ancient 
 uſages,' he upbraided Gallus, © that be, who 
© was ſo long praciiicd in the foience of ſacred ce- 


6 remonies, ſhould, WiC taking che punon of 


© his own College, without he ial reading and 
« deliberation with the other Pricſis, deal, by ſur- 
prize, with a thin Senate, to admit a prophetic 
Book of an uncertain author. IIe alo adver- 
tiſed them of the conduct of Awupulius, who, to 
« ſuppreſs the multitude of tous predictions 
every-where publiſhod unde the ſolemn name of 
the Sybil, had ordoainvd, that within a preciſe 
day, they ſhould be carried to the City-Prætor, 
and made it unlawful to keep them in private 
halzds.“ The ſame had likewiſc been decreed by 
our anceſtors, when, after the burning of the Ca- 
pitol in the Social War, the Rhymes of the Sybil 
(whether there were but one, or more) were eve- 
e _ ſought, in Samos, Ilium, and Erythræ, 
through Africa too and Sicily, and all the Roman 
Colonies, with injunctions to the Prieſts, that, as 
far as human wit could enable them, they would 
ſeparate the genuine. Therefore, upon this occa- 
ſion alſo, the Book was ſubjected to the inſpection 
of the Quindecemvirate. 

Under the ſame Conſuls, the dearth of corn had 
nigh raiſed a ſedition. The populace for many 
days urged their wants and demands in the pong 
Theatre, with a licentiouſneſs towards the Empe 
ror higher than uſual. He was alarmed with this 
bold ſpirit, and cenſured the Magiſtrates and Se- 
nate, that they had not by the public authority 
* quelled the people.“ He recounted * the con- 
* tinued ſupplics of grain which he had cauſed to 
* be imported, from what provinces, and in how 
* much greater abundance than thoſe procured by 
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* Auguſtus.” So that for correcting the populace, 
a decree paſſed, framed in the ſtrain of ancient fe- 
verity; nordeſs vigorous was the edict publiſhet 
by the Conſuls. His own ſilence, which he 
hoped would be taken by the people as an inſtance 
of moderation, was by * imputedd to his pride. 
In the end of the year Geminius, Pompeius, 
and Celſus, all Roman Knights, were for a con- 
ſpiracy ſentenced to the pains of trenſon. Of thee, 
Geminius had by prodigal exprnce, and volup- 
tuous living, gained the friendſhip of Sejanus, but 
never any participation in his counſels. Julius 
Celſus the Tribune, as he lay in ſetters, ſtretched 
his chain over his head, and, by vehement ſtrain— 
ing againſt it, broke his neck. But over Rubrius 
Fabatus a guard was ſet, as to him it was objected, 
that, deſpairing of the Roman State, he meant to 
fly for refuge to the Parthians. He was, in truth, 
apprehended in the Streights of Sicily, and when 
by a Centurion haled back to Rome, he aſſigned 
no ſatisfactory motives for ſo long a voyage. He 
remained however unhurt, through oblivion rather 
than mercy. | 

In the Conſulſhip of Servius Galba aad Lucius 
Sylla, Tiberius diſpoſed of his grand-daughters. 
He had long deliberated upon whom to beſtow 
them; and now the young Ladies were of age, 
he choſe for their huſbands, Lucius Caſſius and 
Marcus Vinicius. The laſt was originally from 
Cagli a Reman colony in Campania, and of an 
Equeſtrian ſamily ; but his father and grand-father 
had been Conſuls; himſelf of a gentle temper and 
rolite eloquence. Caſſius ſprung from a Plebeiwn 
{tock, but ancient and honourable, was brought 
up under the ſtrict tuition of his father, and more 
admired-for the cafineſs than vigour of his ſpirit. 
To him the Emperor married Drufilla, and to 
Vinicius Julia, both daughters of Qermanics, 
an 
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and upon this ſubject wrote to the Senate, with a 
brief commendation of the young men. Then 
accounting for his abſence by cauſes extremely fo- 
rcign, he proceeded to conſiderations more weighty, 
what animoſities and hate upon himſelf he had 
drawn by his zeal for the Republic; and deſired, 
that Macro, Captain of his Guards, with ſome 


© few T ribunes and Centurions, might always ac- | 


company him into the Senate.” To this pur- 
poſe an ordinance paſled, copious, and without li- 
mitation as to number or condition, Yet ſo far 
was Tiberius from coming near the public delibe- 
rations there, that he never entered the walls of 
Rome; even in the feint approaches which he 
made, he choſe chiefly crooked and ſolitary ways, 
hefitating, guilty, and flying his country. 

In the mean while, the whole band of accuſers 
broke looſe upon thoſe who augmented their wealth 
by Uſury, in contradiction to a Law of Cæſar the 
Dictator, for aſcertaining the terms of lending 
money, and holding mortgages in Italy ;* a Law 


become long ſince obſolete, through the ſelfiſh paſ- 


lons of men, ſacrificing public good to private 
gain. Uſury was, in truth, an inveterate evil in 
Rome, and the eternal cauſe of civil diſcord and 
ſeditions, and therefore reſtrained, even in ancient 
times, while the public manners were not yet 
greatly corrupted. For, firſt it was ordained by a 
Law of the twelve Tables, © that no man ſhould 
take higher Intereſt than twelve in the hundred; 
when before it was exacted at the pleaſure of the 
ich. Afterwards by a regulation of the Tribunes 
It was reduced to ſix, and at laſt was quite abo- 
liſhed. By the people too repeated Statutes were 
made, for obviating all eluſions, which, by what- 
ever frequent expedients repreſſed, were yet thro' 
wondertul devices {till ſpringing up afreſh. Grac- 
cus the Prator was therefore now appointed to 

2 inquire 
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inquire into the complaints and allegations of the 
accuſers ; but, appalled with the multitude of thoſe 
threatened by the accuſation, he had recourſe tg 
the Senate. Ihe Fathers allo were diſmayed, (for 
of this fault not a ſoul was guiltleſs) and fought 
and obtained impunity from the Prince ; and x 

ar and ſix months were granted for balancing 
all accounts between . debtors and creditors, apree- 
any to the direction of the Law. 

Hence a preat ſcarcity of money ; for, beſides 
that all debts were at once called in, ſo man 
delinquents were condemned, that by the fale 
of their effects, the current coin was ſwallowed up 
in the public treaſury, or in that of the Emperor, 
Againſt this ſtagnation, the Senate had provided, 
© that two thirds of the debts ſhould by every cre- 
© ditor be laid out upon lands in Italy.“ But the 
creditors Warned in the whole ; nor could the 
debtors without breach of faith divide the payment. 
So that at firſt, meetings and intreaties were tried; 
and at laſt it was conteſted before the Prætor. And 
the project applied as a remedy ; namely, that the 
debtor ſhould ſell, and the creditor buy, had a 
contrary operation : for the uſurcrs hoarded up all 
their treafure for purchaſing of lands, and the 
plenty of eſtates to be ſold miſerably ſinking the 
price, the more men were indebted, the more dif- 
ficult they found it to fell, Many were utterly 
ſtript of their fortunes ; and the ruin of their pri- 
vate patrimony drew headlong with it that of their 
reputation, and all public preferment. The de- 
ſtruction was going on, when the Emperor ad- 
miniſtred relief, by lending a hundred thouſand 
great ſeſterces * for three years, without intereſt, 
provided each borrower pawned to the people 
double the value in inheritance. "Thus was credit 


* About two Millions, and five hundr.d thouſand 
Crowns, 
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reſtored, and by degrees private lenders too were 
found ; ſo that the order of Senate injoining the 
purchaſe of lands, was no longer obſerved ; like 
moſt other reformations, keen in the beginning, 
and ſlighted at laſt. 

Rome was next re-viſited with her former ter- 
tors, and Conſidius Proculus fuddenly queſtioned 
ſor treaſon. While he celebrated the birth-day, 
void of every apprehenſion, he was hurried to 
the Senate, and underwent, in the ſame inſtant, 
the ſentence and the pains of death. Sancia too, 
his ſiſter, was interdicted fire and water, at 
the accuſation of Quintus Pomponius, a man 
of turbulent temper, who pretended, „that he 
© followed theſe and the like practices, to ingra- 
© tiate himſelf with Tiberius, and thence to ob- 
© viate the fate which threatened his brother Pom- 
© ponius Secundus.“ Pompeia Macrina was alſo 
ſentenced to exile ; ſhe whoſe huſband Argolicus 
and his father Laco, two of the prime nobility of 
Greece, had already fallen by the cruelty of Ti- 
berius. Her father, an illuſtrious Roman Knight, 
and her brother formerly Prætor, when they ſaw 
their own haſtening doom, ſlew themſelves. The 
crime imputed to them was, that their great 
* grand-father, Theophanes of Mytelene, had 
been one of the conhdents of Pompey the Great, 
© and that to Theophanes, when dead, the flat- 
{ tering Greeks had paid divine honours.” 

Theſe were followed by Sextus Marius, the 
moſt wealthy man of Spain. He was accuſed of 
inceſt with his daughter, and thrown head-long 
from the Tarpeian rock; but, as an indiſputable 
proof that his abundant riches procured his bane, 
his mines of gold, though forfeited to the public, 
were by Tiberius appropriated to himſelf. His 
cruelty, at laſt, being but inflamed by inceſſant 
executions and blood, all thoſe kept in priſon un- 
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der accuſation of any attachment to Sejanus, were 
by his command put to the ſlaughter. Expoſed to 
the ſun lay the fad monuments of the mighty 
butchery, thoſe of every ſex and age, the illu- 
ſtrious and the mean; their carcaſſes ignomi- 
niouſly thrown, apart or on heaps; neither was 
it permitted to their ſurviving friends or kindred, 
to approach them, to bewail them, nor even an 
longer to behold them. But, round the dead, 
Guards were placed, who watched faces, and 
marked the ſigns of ſorrow; and, as the bodies 
putriſied, ſaw them dragged to the Tyber, where 
they floated in the ſtream, or were driven upon 
the banks, no man daring to burn them, none to 
touch them. The force of fear had cut off the 
intercourſes of humanity ; and in proportion to the 
growth of tyranny, every ſymptom of commiſera- 
tion was baniſhed, | 

About the ſame time, Claudia, daughter to 
Marcus Silanus, was given in marriage to Cali- 
gula, who had accompanied his grand-father to 
Caprez, having always hid under a ſubdolous 
guiſe of modeſty, his ſavage and inhuman ſpirit; 
even upon the condemnation of his mother, cven 
for the exile of his brothers, not a word eſcaped 
him, not a ſigh, nor groan. He was fo blind)y 


obſervant of Tiberius, that he ſtudied the bent di 


his temper, and ſee med to poſſeſs it, practiſed hi- 
looks, imitated the change and faſhion of his dreſs, 
and affected his words and manner of expreſſon. 
Hence the obſervation of Paſſienus, the Orator, 
grew afterwards famous, that there never lived 
a better ſlave, nor a worſe maſter,” Neither 
would I omit the preſage of Tiberius concerning 
Galba, then Conſul. Having ſent for him, and 
ſifted him upon ſeveral ſubjects, he at laſt told him, 
in Greek, and thou, Galba, ſhalt hereafter taſte 
of Empire ;” ſignifying his late and ſhort ſove- 
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reignty. This he uttered from his ſkill in Aſtro- 
logy, which at Rhodes he had leiſure to learn, 
and had Thraſullus for his teacher, whoſe capa- 
city he proved by this following trial. 

As often as he conſulted this way concerning 
any affair, he retired to the roof of the houſe, at- 
tended by one freedman truſted with the ſecret. 
This man, ſtrong of body, but deſtitute of letters, 
guided along the Aſtrologer, whoſe Art Tiberius 
meant to try, over ſolitary precipices (for upon a 


rock the houſe ſtood) and, as he returned, if any 


ſuſpicion aroſe that his predictions were vain, or 
that the author deſigned fraud, caſt him head- long 
into the ſea,.to prevent his making diſcoveries. 
Thraſullus being therefore led over the far rocks, 
and minutely conſulted, his anſwers wer full, and 
ſtruck Tiberius, as approaching Empire and many 
ſuture revolutions were ſpecifically foretold him. 
The artiſt was then queſtioned, whether he had 
calculated his own nativity, and thence preſaged 
* what was to befall him that ſame year, nay, 
© that very day?” Thraſullus ſurveying the poſi- 
tions of the ſtars, and calculating their aſpects, be- 
gan at firſt to heſitate, then to quake, and the 
more he meditated, being more and more diſ- 
mayed with wonder and dread, he at laſt cried out, 
* that over him juſt then hung a boding danger and 
* well-nigh fatal.“ Forthwith Tiberius embraced 
him, congratulated him upon his foreſight of pe- 
* rils, and his ſecurity from them ;* and eſteeming 
his predictions as ſo many oracles, held him thence- 
forward in the rank of his moſt intimate friends. 
ror myſelf, while I liſten to theſe and the like 
relations, my judgment wavers, whether things 
human are in their courſe and rotation determined 
by Fate and immutable ncceflity, or left to roll at 
random. For upon this ſubject the wiſeſt of the 
ancients and thoſe addicted to their Sects, are of 
VOL. F: O oppolite 
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oppoſite ſentiments. Many are of opinion, „that 
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to the Gods neither the generation of us men, 
nor our death, and, in truth, neither men nor 
the actions of men, are of any importance or 
concernment ; and thence ſuch numberleſs cala- 
mities afflict the upright, while pleaſure and 
proſperity ſurreund the wicked,” Others hold 


the contrary poſition, and believe © a Fate to pre- 


ſide over events; a Fate however not reſultin 
from wandring ſtars, but coeval with the firſt 
principles of * and operating by the conti- 
nued connection of natural cauſes. Vet their 


Philoſophy leaves our courte of life in our own 


free option ; but that, after the choice is made, 
the chain of conſequences is inevitable: neither 
is that good or evil which paſſes for ſuch in the 
eſtimation of the vulgar; many who ſcem 


wounded with adverſity are yet happy, numbers 


that wallow in wealth, are yet moſt wretched : 
ſince the firſt often bear with magnanimity the 
blows of fortune, and the latter abuſe her bounty 
in baneful purſuits.” For the reſt, it is common 


to multitudes of men, to have cach their whole 
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future fortunes determined from the moment of 
their birth ; or if ſome events thwart the predic- 
tion, it is through the miſtakes of ſuch as pro- 
nounce at random, and thence debaſe the credit 
of an art, which, both in ages paſt and our own, 
hath given ſignal inſtances of its certainty.” For, 


to avoid lengthening this digreſhon, I ſhall remem- 
ber in its order, how by the ſon of this ſame Thra- 
ſullus the Empire was predicted to Nero. 


During the ſame Conſulſhip was divulged the 


death of Aſinius Gallus: that he periſhed through 
famine, was undoubted ; but Whether of his own 
accord, or by conſtraint, was held uncertain. 1 he 
pleaſure of the Emperor being conſulted, * whe- 
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ther he would ſuffer him to be buried,“ he was 
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not aſhamed to grant ſuch a piece of mock mercy, 


nor even to blame the anticipations of caſualty, 


which had withdrawn the criminal, before he was 
publicly convicted; as if during three intermediate 
years between his accuſation and his death, there 
wanted time for the trial of an ancient Conſular, 
and the father of ſo many Conſulars, Next pe- 
riſhed Druſus, condemned by his grand-father to 
be ſtarved ; but by gnawing the weeds upon which 
he lay, he by that miſerable nouriſhment pro- 
tracted life the ſpace of nine days. Some Authors 
relate, that, in caſe Sejanus had reſiſted and taken 
arms, Macro had inſtructions to draw the young 
man out of confinement (for he was kept in the 
palace) and ſet him at the head of the people. Af- 
terwards, becauſe a report ran, that the Empe- 
* ror was about to be reconciled to his daughter- 
© in-law and grand-ſon,” he choſe rather to gratify 

himſelf by cruelty, than the public by relenting. 
Tiberius, not ſatiated with the death of Druſus, 
even after death purſued him with cruel invectives, 
and, in a Letter to the Senate, charged him with 
© a body foul with proſtitution, with a ſpirit breath- 
ing deſtruction to his own family, and rage 
againſt the Republic ;* and ordered to be recited 
the Minutes of his words and actions, which had 
been long and daily regiſtered.' A proceeding 
more black with horror could not be deviſed ! That 
for ſo many years there ſhould be thoſe expreſly ap- 
pointed who were to note down his looks, his 
groans, his ſecret and extorted murmurs; that his 
grand-father ſhould delight to hear the treacherous 
detail, to read it, and to the public expoſe it, 
would appear a ſeries of fraud, meanneſs and amaze- 
ment, beyond all meaſure of faith, were it not for the 
Letters of Actius the Centurion, and Didymus the 
frecdman; who in them declare, particularly, the 
names of the ſlaves ſet purpoſely to abuſe and pro- 
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voke Druſus, with the ſeveral parts they acted; 
how one ſtruck him going out of his chamber, 
and how another filled him with terrors and dis 
may. The Centurion too repeated, as matter of 
glory, his own language to Druſus, full of out- 
rage and barbarity, with the words uttered by him 
under the agonies of famine ; that, at firſt, feign— 
ing diſorder of ſpirit, he vented, in the ſtile of a 
madman, diſmal denunciations againſt Tiberius ; 
but, after all hopes of life had forſaken him, then, 
in ſteady and deliberate imprecations, he invoked 
the direful vengeance of the Gods, „that, as he 


| © had ſlaughtered his ſon's wife, ſlaughtered the 


ſon of his brother, and his ſon's ſons, and with 
ſlaughters had filled his whole houſe; fo they 
would, in juſtice to the anceſtors of the ſlain, in 
juſtice to their poiterity, doom him to the dread- 
ful penalties of ſo many murders.” The Sena- 
tors, in truth, upon this, raiſed a mighty dinn, 
under colour of deteſting theſe imprecations ; but 
it was dread which poſſeſſed them, and amazement, 
that he who had been once ſo dark in the practice 
of wickedneſs, and ſo ſubtle in the concealment of 
his bloody ſpirit, was arrived at ſuch an utter in- 
ſenſibility of ſhame, that he could thus remove, as 
it were, the covert of the walls, and repreſent his 
own grandſon under the ignominious chaſtiſement of 
a Centurion, torn by the barbarous ſtripes of ſlaves, 
and imploring in vain the laſt ſuſtenance of lite. 
Before the impreſſions of this grief were worne 
away, the death of Agrippina was publiſhed. I 
ſuppoſe ſhe had lived thus long upon the hopes 
which from the execution of Sejanus ſhe had con- 
ceived ; but, feeling afterwards no relaxation of 
cruelty, death grew her choice: Unleſs perhaps 
ſhe were bereaved of nouriſhment, and her deccaſe 
feigned to have been of her own ſeeking. For, 
Tiberius raged againſt her with abominable impu- 
| tations, 
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tations, reproaching her * with lewdneſs, as the 
 adultereſs of Aſinius Gallus, and that upon his 
death ſhe became weary of his life.” But theſe 
were none of her crimes. Agrippina, impatient 
of an equal lot, and eager for rule, had thence ſa- 
crificed to maſculine ambition all the paſſions and 
vices of women. The Emperor added, that the 
© departed the ſame day on which Sejanus had ſut- 
© fered as a traitor two years before, and that the 
* fame ought to be perpetuated by a public memo- 
rial.“ Nay, he boaſted of his clemency, it 
« that ſhe had not becn ſtrangled, and her body 
« caſt into the charnel of malefudines, For this, 
as for an inſtance of mercy, the Senate ſolemnly 
thanked him, and decreed, © that on the feven- 
« teenth of October, the day of both their deaths, 
a yearly offering ſhould be conſecrated to Ju- 
© piter for ever.” 

Not long after, Cocceius Nerva, in full proſ- 
perity of fortune, in perfect vigour of body, formed 
a purpoſe of dying. As he was the inceſſant com- 
panion of the Prince, and accompliſhed in the 
knowledge of all Laws, divine and human, Ti- 
berius having learned his deſign, wasdearneſt to 
diſſuade him, examined his motives, joined en- 
treaties, and even declared, how grievous to his 
* own ſpirit it would prove, how grievous to his 
© reputation, if the neareit of his friends ſhould 
« relinquiſh life, without any cauſe for dying.” 
Nerva rejected his reaſoning, and compleated his 
purpoſe by abſtinence. It was alledged by ſuch 
as knew his thoughts, that the more he ſaw into 
the dreadful ſource and increaſe of public miſc- 
rics, the more, tranſported with indignation and 
fear, he reſolved to make an honeſt end, in the 
bloom of his integrity, before his life and credit 
were aſſaulted. Moreover, the fall of Agrippina, 
by a reverſe hardly credible, procured that of Plan- 
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cina, She was formerly married to Cneius Piſo; 
and, though ſhe exulted publicly for the death of 
Germanicus, yet, when Piſo fell, ſhe was pro- 
tected by the ſollicitations of Auguſta, nor leſs by 
the known animoſity of Agrippina. But, as favour 
and hate were now withdrawn, juſtice prevailed ; 
and, being queſtioned for crimes long 2 ſuffi- 
ciently manifeſt, ſhe executed, with her own hand, 
that vengeance which was rather too ſlow than too 
ſevere. 

While the City yet bewailed ſo many tragical 
deaths, it was an acceſſion to the public affliction, 
that Julia, the daughter of Druſus, and lately the 
wife of Nero, was eſpouſed to Rubellius Blandus, 
whoſe grandfather was remembered by many to 
have been only a Roman Knight from Tibur. 
At the iſſue of the year, happened the death of 
Alius Lamia, and was celebrated with a public 
funeral. For his laſt employment, he was Gover- 
nor of Rome; having been at length diſcharged 


from the mock adminiſtration of Syria, which he 


was never ſuffered to viſit, In his deſcent he was 
noble, enjoyed a lively old age, and upon his cha- 
racter was derived freſh glory from the with-hold- 
ing of his Province from him. As Pomponius 
Flaccus, Proprætor of Syria, died ſome time after, 
there arrived Letters from Tiberius. In them he 
complained, That all the Senators of diſtin- 
© guiſhed name, and qualified to command Armies, 
« refuſed that office; hence he was reduced to the 
« neceſlity of entreaties, to engage ſome of the 
« Conſulars to undertake the rule of provinces.” 
He thought fit to forget Arruntius, Governor of 
Spain, }. 248 ten years detained at Rome. 
The ſame year alſo died ak. Lepidus, of whoſe 


wiſdom and moderation I have in the former Books 
inſerted abundant inſtances. Nor does it require 
more room here to diſplay his nobility, fince his 
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race was that of the /Emilii, a race fertile in good 
citizens; and even thoſe of the ſame family who 
lapſed. into corruption, continued ſtill to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by their illuſtrious dignities and fortune. 

In the Conſulſhip of Paulus Fabius and Lucius 
Vitellius, after a long viciſſitude of ages, the 
Phoenix arrived in /Egypt, and furniſhed the moſt 
learned of the natives and Greeks, with matter of 
large and various obſervations concerning that mi- 

raculous bird. The circumſtances in which they 
agree, with many others, that, however diſputed, 
deſerve to be known, claim a recital here. That 
it is a creature ſacred to the Sun, and, in the 
faſhion of its head, and diverſity of feathers, di- 
ſtinct from other birds, all, who have deſcribed its 
figure, are agrecd ; about the length of its life, 
relations vary. It is by the vulgar tradition 112.44 
at five hundred years: but there are thoſe wh ce 
tend it to one thoutand four hundred and fixty on, 
and aſſert that the three former Phoenixes appeared 
in reigns greatly diſtant, the firſt under Seſoſtris, 
the next under Amaſis; and that one was ſeen 
under Ptolemy the third King of Mgypt of the 
Macedonian race, and flew to the City of Helio- 
polis, accompanied by a vaſt hoſt of other birds 
gazing upon the wonderful ſtranger. But theſe 
are, in truth, the obſcure accounts of antiquity : 
between Ptolemy and Tiberius the interval was 
ſhorter, not two hundred and fifty years; hence 
ſome have believed that the preſent was a ſpurious 
Phoenix, and derived not its origin from the terri- 
tories of Arabia, ſince it obſerved nothing of the in- 
ſtinct which ancient tradition attributes to the ge- 
nuine; for that the latter, having compleated his 
courſe of years, juſt before his death builds a neſt 
in his native land, and upon it ſheds generative 
power, from whence ariſes a young one, whoſe 
firſt care, when he is grown, is to bury his father; 
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neither does he undertake it unadviſedly, but by 
collecting and fetching loads of myrrh, tries his 
ſtrength in great journies; and as ſoon as he find; 
himſelf equal to the burden, and fit ſor the long 
flight, he rears upon his back his father's body, 
carries it quite to the altar of the Sun, and then flies 
away. Theſe are uncertain tales, and their un- 
certainty heightened by fables ; but that this bird 
has been ſometimes ſeen in Egypt, is not que- 
{tioned. 

At Rome, as the courſe of flaughter continued 
unrelenting, Pomponius Labeo, whom I have re— 
membered to have been Governor of Mceſ1a, choice, 
by opening his veins, to let out his own blood; 
as, by his example, did his wife Paxea hers. Such 
effcacy had the terror cf falling by the executioner, 
that, to cfcape him, deaths of this fort were rea— 
dily undergone. Beſides, that they who ſtaid to 
be ſentenced, forfeited their eſtates with their lives, 
and were debarred the rites of burial ; of ſuch, on 
the contrary, as anticipated condemnation, the 
bodies were interred, and their wills remained in 
force. The motive this, and price of diſpatch |! 
Tiberius, however, in a Letter to the Senate, 
argued, © That it was the uſage of our anceſtors, 
when they would renounce friendſhip, to forbid 
the perſon obnoxious their houfe, and by it ſhut 
up all intercourſe; a uſage repeated by himſelf 
towards Labeo. Whereas Labeo, who was 
charged with malc-adminiſtration, and other 
crimes, had now, by leaving upon the Prince 
the odium of his death, fought a veil to his own 
guilt, and thence falſly terrified his wife, to 
whom, however criminal, no . puniſhment was 
meant.“ Mamercus Scaurus was thereafter que- 
ſtioned afreſh, a man of ſignal quality, a noble 
orator, but profligate liver. In his overthrow, the 
friendſhip of «cjanus had no ſhare, but an engine 

no 
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no leſs potent to deſtroy, the enmity of Macro, 
who purſucd, but with more ſubtlety, the ſame 
depraved politics. He was furniſhed with handle 
from a Tragedy compoſed by Scaurus, In which 
were ſome lines capable of being pointed againſt 
Tiberius. But by the accuſers, Servilius and 
Cornelius, the crimes objected were thoſe ' of 
* adultery with Livia, and the myſteries of magic.“ 
Scaurus, as became the magnanimity of the ancient 
Amilii, prevented condemnation by the perſuaſion 
of Sextia his wife, who animated him to die, and 
died with him. 


And yet the accuſers, when opportunity oc- 
curred, were ſurrendered to vengeance, as were 


this ſame Servilius and Cornelius, men become fa- 
mous by the doom of Scaurus; but for accepting 
from Varius Ligur a bribe to drop proſecution, 
they were interdicted fire and water, and exiled 
into different iſlands. Abudius Rufo too, once 
Adile, whilſt he brought a charge againſt Len- 
tulus Getulicus, under whom he had led a Legion, 
© That he had eſpouſed his daughter to a ſon of 
* Sejanus,” was himſelf condemned and baniſhed 


Rome. Getulicus was at this time Commander 


of the Legions in upper Germany, and by them 
wonderfully beloved, for his unbounded clemency, 


and diſcipline void of rigour. Neither was he un- 


acceptable to the neighbouring army, through his 


intereſt in Lucius Apronius his father-in-law. 
Hence he was univerſally believed to have, by a 
Letter, repreſented to the Emperor, That by 


no choice of his own had he joined affinity with 
Sejanus, but in compliance with the counſel of 


Tiberius, and was as liable as "Tiberius to be 
deceived ; nor ought one and the ſame error to 


others draw down deadly vengeance. For his 
-own faith; it was pure and inviolate, and, if 
5 « againſt 
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© againſt him no plots were framed, would conti- 
nue unſhaken. A ſucceſſor he would receive as 
© no other than the herald of death. It remained 
© therefore, that between them two they ſhould, 
© as it were, eſtabliſh a league, by which the 
Prince ſhould ſtill enjoy all the reſt of the Em- 
© pire, and he himſelf x ah retain his province,” 
This proceeding, however amazing, derived credit 
from hence, that he only of all that were allied 
to Sejanus, remained in ſafety, and even in high 
favour. Tiberius, indeed, conſidered himſelf un- 
der the preſſure of public hatred, under the weight 
of extreme age ; and that more by reputation than 
force his authority was upheld. 

In the Conſulſhip of Caius Seſtius and Marcus 
Servilius, there came to Rome ſome noble Par- 
thians, unknown to Artabanus their King. He 
had formerly, through dread of Germanicus, 
reigned with humanity towards his own people, 
and kept his faith with the Romans; but, after- 
wards treated us with arrogance, and his ſubjects 
with cruelty. His confidence grew from the ſuc- 
ceſsful wars which he had waged againſt the cir- 
cumjacent nations, from his contempt of Tibe— 
rius, as enfeebled through age and unwarlike, and 
from a greedy paſſion to poſleſs Armenia, over 
which Kingdom, upon the death of Artaxias, he 


eſtabliſhed Arſaces his eldeſt ſon. This uſurpa- 


tion was followed by an inſult, having ſent to re- 
claim © the treaſure left by Vonones in Syria and 


„Cilicia,“ as alſo “„ the re-eſtabliſhment of the 


ancient boundaries between the Perſians and 
« Macedonians.*' He even threatened, in the ful- 
neſs of vain-glory, That he would invade all 
the countries poſſeſſed by Cyrus, and ſince by 
Alexander.“ Of this ſecret embaſſy from the 
Parthians, the moſt powerful promoter was Sin- 
naces, of a noble family, and correſpondent yours, 
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and, next to him in authority, Abdus the Eunuch, 
a character no wiſe deſpiſed amongſt the Barba- 
rians, but even entruſted with power. Theſe 
two, in concert with other Grandees, whom they 
had engaged in the combination, ſent to Rome for 
Phrahates, ſon of King Phrahates ; becauſe, of 
all the race of the Arſacides, many being mur- 
dered by Artabanus, and the reſt too young, none 
elſe remained to whom they could commit the 
State. The deputies repreſented, That there 
needed no more than a name and a leader, no 
more than a deſcendent of Arſaces eſpouſed by 
Cæſar, and beheld upon the banks of the Eu- 

« phrates.” | 
It was what Tiberius wiſhed. He inveſted : 
Phrahates in the pomp of Royalty, and diſpatched 
him with military ſtate to recover his father's Mo- 
narchy ; retaining however his old maxims, {till 
to tranſact foreign affairs by artifice and counſels 
only, and warily avoid engaging in war. Arta- 
banus the while having learnt the combination, 
was perplexed between different paſſions ; now fear 
alarmed and retarded him, then thirſt of revenge - 
fired and excited him. By the Barbarians too, 
diſlimulation ang delay are reckoned ſervile mea- 
ſures; but initantly to ſatiate preſent paſſion, was 
the ſpirit and part of Royalty. Intereſt, however, 
prevailed : thus he invited Abdus to a banquet, 
and ſecured him by a lingering poiſon ; Sinnaces 
he managed by preſents and diffimulation, and 
engaged him in the entanglements of buſineſs. 
Now Phrahates arriving in Syria, and there di- 
uling the Roman dreſs and ceconomy, to which : . | || 
for ſo many years he had been inured, to refume - |; | 
the cuſtoms of the Parthians, proved unequal to ; 14 
the precipitate change, which brought a malad e Þ 
upon him that carried him off. But Tiberius for- | 
ſook not the enterprize ; to Artabanus he ſubſtituted | 
Q 6 Tiridates, . 
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Tiridates, a freſh competitor, one of the ſame 
blood. For the recovery of Armenia, he choſe 
Mithridates, and reconciled him to his brother 


Pharaſmanes, who inherited the ſovereignty of Ibe- 


ria ; and over the Eaſt, for executing all his ſchemes 
there, he placed Lucius Vitellius. I am not una- 
ware, that in Rome this man bore an evil eſtima- 
tion, and that many inſtances of depravity are re- 
Jated of him; yet in governing of Provinces he 
acted with primitive uprightneſs and virtue, It 
was after his return from thence, that his dread of 
Caligula, and then his intimacy with Claudius, 
transformed him into ſuch an odious ſlave, that 
he is reckoned to poſterity as a pattern of the vile 
abaſement and ſhocking deformities of flattery : his 
laſt character has ſwallowed up his firſt, and the 
excellencies of his younger years are obliterated by 
an old age black with flagitious crimes. 

Of the petty Kings, Mithridates was the firſt in 
motion, and incited Pharaſmanes to promote, 
both by arms and ſnares, his efforts againſt Ar- 


O 
faces; ſo that inſtruments of ſubornation were 


found, who, with {tore of gold, urged his ſervants 


to murder him. At the ſame time, the Iberians 
broke into Armenia with numerous forces, and 
gained the chief City Artaxata, Upon the firſt 
tidings of theſe diſaſters, Artabanus diſpatched, as 
the champion of his vengeance, his fon Orodes, 
at the head of the Parthian army, and ſent abroad 
to hire auxiliaries. Pharaſmanes, on the other 
hand, joined the Albanian forces to his own, 
with additional aids from the Sarmatzans, whoſe 
Princes engaged themſelves on both ſides, accord- 
ing to the manner of the nation, to embark for 
Pay in oppoſite quarrels. But the Iberians were 
maſters of the paſſes, and thence poured the Sar- 
matzans over the Caſpian Mountains into Arme- 
nia: whereas thoſe that advanced to join the Par- 

thians, 


ſultee 
his fe 
ſiege 
Part! 
ſurro 


the « 
but 


for, 


the 1 


neſs 


< {p 


nnn "Wn 


thians, were with eaſe debarred entrance, the ene- 
my having ſhut up every approach, except one 
between the ſea and the uttermoſt mountains of 
Albania; and that one was ſtopped by the tide, 
which, by the force of the Etefian winds, is dur- 
ing the ſummer driven over the fords; but in the 
winter the ſouth wind rolls back the flood, and 
exhibits a naked ſtrand. 

While Orodes was thus bereft of his Allies, 
Pharaſmanes, ſtrengthened with ſuccours, pro- 
voked him to battle, and, as he declined it, in- 
ſulted him, rode up to his entrenchments, haraſſed 
his forragers, and often begirt, as it were with a 
ſiege, the quarters of his camp. This enraged the 
Parthians, who, ſcorning the unwonted reproach, 
ſurrounded the Prince in crowds, and demanded 
the combat. Their only forces were in horſe ; 
but Pharaſmanes was likewiſe powerful in foot : 
for, the Iberians and Albanians, as they inhabit 
the reugh foreſts, are thence more inured to hard- 
neſs and patience. They ſay, that they are 
_ © ſprung from Theſſaly, by the means of Jaſon, 
© who, having carried away Medea, and had 
children by her, returned again to Colchos, up- 
© on the death of eta, and filled the vacant 
* throne.” And many are the traditions which 
they retain concerning him and the Oracle of 
Phryxus, in reverence to which none of them will 
ſacrifice a ram, as upon this animal they believe 
Phryxus to have been carried thither ; whether 
the ſame were a ram, or only the ſign of a ſhip. 
Now both armies being embattled, Orodes ani- 
mated his men with; the grandeur of the Par- 
thian Empire, the Empire of the Eaſt, the laſt- 
ing glory of the Arſacides; and, on the other 
© ſide, the ignoble name of the Iberians and their 
 lireling ſoldiery.“ Pharaſmanes repreſented to 
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his, that © they had ever defended themſelves from 
the uſurpation of the Parthians, and now ſought 
more than defence, even a Kingdom ; hence 
the higher their aims, the more renown to the 
victors ; but if they fled, the greater reproach, 
and the ſame peril.“ He bade them to view and 
compare their own horrid and threatening arms 
with the bands of Medes blazing with gold, and 
behold here the bravery of men, there that of 
plunder.. 

With the Sarmatæans, however, the ſpeech of 
their General is not the only exhortation; it is 
their way to animate one another, It was now 
their united cry, That they muſt not begin their 
« fight by a diſcharge of arrows, but break in at 
once upon the foe, and ſurprize them by a cloſe 
engagement.“ They did ſo; and hence began 
a ſcene of battle ſtrangely diverſified : the Par- 
thians, accuſtomed with equal dexterity to puriue 
or fly, ſcattered their troops, thence ſeeking ſcope 
for their arrows: the Sarmatæans intirely re- 
nounced the bow, a weapon which they weild 


with leſs vigour and perſeverance, and ruſhed in 


with their ſwords and pikes. Sometimes, as in an 
encounter of horſe, were beheld the viciſſitudes of 
charging and flying ; again, as in condenſed bat- 
tles of foot, with the ſhocks of their bodies breaſt 
to breaſt, and with the efforts of their arms, they 
overthrew and were overthrown. Now the Alba- 
nians and Iberians grappled the enemy, dragged 
them from their horſes, and confounded the attacks 
of the Parthians; who, beſides the aſſaults from 
the horſe, were {till more cloſely galled by the foot. 
Whilſt, during this conflict, the two Generals 
ſcoured from place to place, to countenance the 
brave, or to ſupport the wavering, themſelves con- 


ſpicuous to all, and therefore known to each other, 


they 
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they encountered fiercely, horſe to horſe, with. 
terrible cries and lances darted, but Pharaſmanes 
with moſt violence, for he wounded Orodes thro? 
the helmet, but, hurried away by the velocity of 
his horſe, could not repeat his blow, and the 
wounded Prince was reſcued by the moſt reſolute 
of his guards. Fame, however, falily reported 
him for ſlain, and terrifying the Parthians, they 
yielded the victory. 

Again Artabanus prepared ſor revenge, and, to 
make it ſure, marched with the whole ſtrength of 
Parthia; but was again beaten by the Iberians, 
through their ſuperior knowledge of the country. 
Nor even thus would he have retreated, but that 
Vitellius, by drawing together his Legions, and 
thence exciting a rumour, as if he were juſt upon 
invading Meſopotamia, alarmed him with the terror 
of war from the Romans. Armenia was therefore 
abandoned, and the affairs of Artabanus finally 
ruined ; for Vitellius the while, prompted the Par- 
thians © to renounce a King cruel to his ſubjects 
in peace, and deſtructive to their ſtate by his fa- 
© tal wars.“ Sinnaces therefore, whom I have 
mentioned as already incenſed, conſults his father 
Abdageles and others, who had hitherto diſguiſed 
their Glaffection, and finding them now emboldened 
by ſo many continued overthrows, draws them to 
an open revolt. To them flowed in, by little and 
little, all thoſe who had been rather retained in 
obedience through fear, than ſecured by affection 
and, having thus found leaders, aſſumed courage 
to follow them. So that to Artabanus none now 
adhered, except ſome few foreigners, the guards of 
his perſon, out-laws and fugitives from their ſeve- 

ral homes, deſtitute of all ſentiments of honour, 
and of every worthy affection, equally untouched 
with public or private difgrace, hirelings by pro- 
tcflion, and the retained inſtruments of why ww. 

Dod. 
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blood. Taking theſe for his attendants, he haſti. 
Ker to regions far remote, and bordering upon 

cythia, from thence hoping for ſuccours; for 
with the Hyrcanians and Carmanians he was joined 
in alliance. He expected too that the Parthians, 
a people always favourable to their Princes aſter 
expulſion, ever fickle and uneaſy under thoſe in 
poſſeſſion, might Iapfe into remorſe. 

Artabanus being fled, and the minds of the Par- 
thians inclined to a new King, Vitellius exhorted 
Tiridates to lay hold on a Kingdom preparcd to 
receive him;' and, with the bulk of the Legjons 
and auxiliaries, marched to the banks of Euphrates, 
Whilſt they ſacrificed to the river, the one after 
the rites of the Romans, a ſwine, a ram, and a 
bull; the other a horſe ; the inhabitants informed 
them, That the Euphrates, without any acceſ- 
* ſion of rain, ſwelled miraculouſly, and that the 
© white froth upon the ſurface wound itſelf into 
circles in the faſhion of a diadem, as a propitious 
« type of ſucceſs after paſſing.” Some explained it 
with more ſubtlety, © That the firſt attempts would 
© be attended with immediate proſperity, but ſuch 
© as was fleeting and tranſient; for that only upon 
events portended by ſigns from the earth and the 
c' heavens, was there any ſure reliance : rivers 
«were, in their nature, fleeting and unſtable ; and 
© what omens they ſuddenly ſhewed, they, with 
© the ſame rapidity, ſnatched away.“ Over a bridge 
of boats the army croſſed ; and the firſt who ar- 
rived in the camp was Ornoſpades with - many 
thouſand horſe. He was formerly an exile, and 
had then, with no contemptible forces, aided II- 
berius to finiſh the war in Dalmatia; a merit 
which procured him the right of a Roman Citizen : 
being afterwards recalled, he recovered the friend- 
ſhip of the King, and continued high in his favour; 
ſo that he was placed over all thoſe territories ade 
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being waſhed on every ſide with the celebrated 
rivers of Euphrates and Tigris, are thence named 
Meſopotamia. Soon after came Sinnaces with 
more forces, as alſo Abdageſes, the pillar of the 
party, with the King's treaſure, and all the deco- 
rations of Royalty. Vitellius thought it enough to 
have countenanced them with a diſplay of the Ro- 
man arms, and now admoniſhed "T'iridates and 
the chiefs, him © to remember, that he had for 
his grand-father Phrahates, and was himſelf 
reared by Cæſar; fignal honours, and equal in- 
citements to glory: upon them he preſſed © obe- 
dience to their King, and reverence towards us 
that they would all confult their own reputations, 
and preſerve their plighted faith.“ Thence he 
repaſſed with his Legions into Syria. 

Theſe tranſactions, though the work of two 
campaigns, I have laid together, to relieve my 
ſoul from the ſad recital of domeſtic evils. For, 
Tiberius, though now three years ſince the execu- 
tion of Sejanus, was fo far from being aſſwaged by 
time, ſupplications, and faticty of blood, means 
which are wont to foften all other men, that with 
rage and puniſhment he ſtill purſued even ſtale and 
dubious imputations, as the moſt heinous and re- 
cent crimes. Under this dread Fulcinius Trio, 
unable to bear the prevailing perſecution of his 
accuſers, compoſed his laſt will, and in it com- 
piled a long charge of iniquities and dreadful in- 
vectives againſt Macro and the Emperor's princi- 
pal freedmen : the Emperor himſelf he upbraided 
with + a ſpirit ſunk through age, and his conti- 
© nued abſence, as a ſtate of exile.* Theſe in- 


vectives, which the heirs of Trio had ſmothered, 


were, by Tiberius, ordered to be recited ; whe- 
ther in oſtentation that he could bear ſuch liber- 
ties, and deſpiſed a public rehearſal of his own in- 
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famy; or whether from having been long ignorant 
of the black enormities of Scjanus, he came after- 
wards to prefer the divulging of whatever was ſaid, 
however ſaid, concerning himſelf and his admini- 
ſtration ; and ſince truth is ever diſguiſed by flatte- 
ry, he meant at leaſt to Jearn it from the mouth of 
reproach. During the ſame Conſuls, Granius 
Martianus the Senator, charged with treaſon by 
Caius Gracchus, laid violent hands upon himfcl; 
and Tatius Gratianus, who had been Prætor, un- 
der the ſame charge, was ſentenccd to capital ba- 
niſhment.. | 

The like ends had Trebellienus Rufus and Sex- 
tius Paconianus. For, Trebellienus fell by his 
own hand ; and Paconianus for Verſes made in pri- 
ſon againſt the Emperor was there {trangled. With 
theſe executions Tiberius was acquainted, not now 
{ſeparated from Italy by the ſea, nor by mceſienpers 
diſpatched from afar, but in the neighbourhood 
of Rome; ſo near to it that he received and an- 
ſwered the Letters from the Conſuls the ſaine day, 
or only after the interval of a night; as if he were 
from thence beholding the houſes. floating in blood, 
or the buſy hands of the executioners opening its 
ſources. In the end of the year expired Poppzus 
Sabinus, of ordinary deſcent, but by the friendſhip 
of the Emperors he had acquired the Conſulſhip 
and triumphal honours. He was alſo entruſted for 
four and twenty years with the Government of 
great provinces, for no ſignal ability of his, but 
that he had talents equal to buſineſs, and not 
above it. 

The following Conſuls were Quintus Plautius 
and Sextus Papinius. It was marked as no mat- 
ter of horror or ſurprize, that Lucius Aruſeius and 
** * underwent this year the pains of death; ſo 


familiar were civil miſeries grown. But terrifying 
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proved the tragedy of Vibulenus Agrippa, a Ro- 
man Knight, who, after his accuſers had finiſhed 
their pleadings, pulling out poiſon, which under 
his gown he had concealed, ſwallowed it in open 
Senate, and as he fell expiring, was by the Lictors 
haſtily dragged to the dungeon, where, though al- 
ready dead, his neck was faſtened and ſtrained in 
a rope. Not even Tigranes, who had ſome time 
reigned in Armenia, but was now accuſed, could 
by the name of a King, eſcape ſuffering, in com- 
mon with citizens, the puniſhment of death. But 
Caius Galba a Conſular, and the two Blæſi, fell 
by their own hands, Galba, upon receiving a dif- 
mal Letter from Cæſar, which forbid him to med- 
dle with drawing his lot for a Province; the Blæſi, 
becauſe the Prieſthoods which in the proſperity of 
their family he had aſſigned them, and again in 
its calamity withheld, he now bc{towed, as va- 
cant dignities, upon others. This they under- 
ſtood as a ſignal of death, and obeyed it. Emilia 
Lepida too, who, as I have related, was married 
to the young Druſus, ſhe who had purſued her 
huſband's life, by urging againſt him inceſſant 
crimes, and during the days of her father Lepidus, 
remained unpuniſhed, though deteſtable, was at- 
ter his death attacked by the accuſers, for adultery 
with a ſlave : nor of this her infamous defilement 
was :.iy doubt made; renouncing therefore all de- 
tence, ſhe put an end to her own life. 
About the ſame time the Cliteans, a people ſub- 
ject to Archelaus the Cappadocian, aggrieved to 
be after the Roman manner brought under a rate, 
and compelled to pay tribute, betook themſelves to 
the ridges of Mount Taurus, and by the nature of 
the ſituation defended themſeves againſt the un- 
warlike forces of the King; till Vitellius, Preſident 
of Syria, diſpatched to their relief his Lieutenant 
Marcus Trebellius, with four thouſand Legionary 
Didicn 
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ſoldiers and ſome choſen auxiliaries. Trebellius 
begirt with entrenchments the two hills upon 
which the Barbarians were encamped, the leſſe 
named Cadra, the other Davara, and forced them 
all to ſurrender : ſome who attempted to fally, he 
ſubducd by the ſword ; the reſt he overcame hy 
thirſt, Tiridates, with the approbation of the 
Parthians, took poſſeſſion of Nicephorium, An- 
themuſias, and other cities founded by the Mace- 
donians, and thence called by Greek. names, as 
likewiſe of Halus and Artemita, Parthian cities; 
the inhabitants of each contending in joy for the 
change, as they all deteſted Artabanus, bred 
amongſt the barbarous Scythians, and himſelf bar- 
baroully cruel, but from Tiridates hoped a humane 
dpuit, civilized by a Roman education. | 

Particularly exceſſive was the flattery practiſcd 
on this occaſion by the citizens of Seleucia ; a 
powerful city ſurrounded with walls, and not cor- 
rupted into the barbarous uſages of the Parthians, 
but ſtill retaining the inſtitutions of Seleucus, its 
Greek founder. Three hundred citizens, choſen 
for wealth or wiſdom, compoſe, as it were, a Se— 
nate; to the populace too remains their ſharc of 
power; and when all act with unanimity, they 
deſpiſe the Parthians; but when diſcord reigns, 
while each ſide calls in foreign aid againſt thei 
competitors, he who is invited prevails againſt the 
whole: A conſequence which had befallen them 
in the reign of Artabanus, who delivered the com- 
monalty to the dominion of the Nobles, in pute 
ſubſervience to the maxims and intereſt of his own 
power. For the ſovereignty of the People is an 


eſtabliſhment of Liberty ; but the domination of 4 
few comes nearer to the unchecked luſt of fimpic 
Monarchy. Upon the coming of Tiridates, the) 
heaped on him all the honours paid to the ancient 
Kings, with all ſuch as the preſent age has 05 
prove 
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proved or invented, and to the praiſes of the new 
Prince added contumelies againſt Artabanus, that 
© only by his father he was akin to the Arſacides, 
© and in every other inſtance an apoſtate from their 
© race.” Tiridates committed to the People the 
government of Seleucia. As he was next conſult- 
ing about ſettling a day for ſolemnizing his inaugu- 
ration, he received letters from Phrahates and 
Hiero, who preſided over potent Provinces, en- 
treating a ſhort reſpit ; ſo that he agreed to wait 
the arrival of men ſo ſignally powerful, and pro- 
ceeded the while to Cteſiphon, the ſeat of the Em- 
pire. But as from day to day they delayed com- 
ing, the Surena in a great preſence, and with their 
applauſes, put the Royal Diadem, according to the 
ceremony of the country, upon his head. 

And had he ſtrait advanced into the center of the 
Kingdom and the further Provinces, he had over- 
awed the ſuſpence of ſuch as halted, and found 
ſubmiſſion from all Parthia. But, by beſieging a 
fortreſs, whither Artabanus had conveyed his mo- 
ney and miſtreſſes, he furniſhed the fickle Par- 
thians with leiſure to violate their late aſſociation. 
For, Phrahates and Hiero, with ſuch others as had 
not joined with the reſt in celebrating his corona- 
tion, returned to their old allegiance, part through 


tear, ſome from envy to Abdageſes, who then go- 


verned the new King and his whole court. The 

tound Artabanus in Hyrcania, covered with naſti- 
nels and miſery, and with his bow labouring for 
food. At firſt he was terrified, and apprehended 
treachery. When they aflured him of their faith, 
and that to reſtore him to ſovereignty they were 
come, he aſked, + whence the ſudden change?“ 
Hiero, in anſwer, reproached “ Jiridates as a boy, 
© and that the Empire was no longer adminiſtered 
by one of the brave Arſacides; but a lad ſoftened 
© by foreign effeminacy, poſſeſled the empty title, 
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© whilſt in the family of Abdageſes the whole 


power remained. 

He diſcerned, politic as he was, and old in 
reigning, that, however falſe in their affections, 
their hate was unfeigned. Neither tarried he 
longer than to get together ſome Scythian ſuccours, 
and then marched with diſpatch, to fruſtrate the 


meeaſures of his enemies, and to obviate the defec- 


tion of his friends. Nor changed he yet his noi- 
ſome dreſs, as by it he meant to draw the com- 
miſeration of the Populace. In his march he leſt 
untried no expedient, no prayers nor wiles, to 
engage in his intereſt ſuch as wavered, to confirm 
ſuch as adhered, and he was already in the neigh- 
bourhood of Seleucia, before Tiridates, diſmayed 
at once with the tidings of Artabanus, and with 
Artabanus in perſon, could determine, whether 
to make head againſt him, or protract the war. 
His counſels were diſtracted. They who preferred 
a battle and ſpeedy iſſue, argued, that the ene- 
< my's forces were ſtill in diſarray and ſpent with 
long journeys : nor in truth were they in their 
hearts ſincerely reconciled to obedience ; they, 
who were lately the betrayers and open enemies 
of that ſame Prince whom thus, after expulſion, 
they eſpouſed.“ But Abdugeſes adviſed © a re- 
treat into Meſopotamia, that there, defended by 
the interpoſition of the river, they might have 
time to arm the Armenians and Elymaans, 
with other adjacent nations; and, being thus 
ſtrengthened by confederate troops, and ſuch as 
the Roman general ſhould ſend, might try with 
theſe advantages the fortune of war.” This ad- 
vice prevailed, as Abdageſes held the higheſt au- 
thority, and Tiridates was fearful of dangers. But 
their departure had all the appearance and confe- 
quences of a rout: for the Arabs beginning the 
deſertion, the reſt followed, and retired to their 
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ſeveral homes, or to the camp of Artabanus; fo 
that Tiridates with a few croſſed over to Syria, 
where he diſcharged them all, as well from his ſer- 
vice, as from the infamy of being betrayed by 
them. | | 
The ſame year the City ſuffered the grievous 
calamity of fire, which burnt down that part of 
the Circus contiguous to Mount Aventine, and 
the Mount itſelf ; a loſs which turned to the glory 
of the Prince, as he paid in money the value of 
the houſes deſtroyed. A hundred thouſand great 
ſeſterces he expended in this bounty, which proved 
the more grateful to the people, as he was ever 
ſparing in private buildings. In truth, his public 
works never exceeded two, the Temple of Auguſtus 
and the Scene of Pompey's Theatre; nor, when 
he had finiſhed both, did he dedicate either, whe- 
ther obſtructed by old age, or deſpiſing popularity. 
For aſcertaining the damage of particulars, the four 
ſons-in-law of Tiberius were appointed, Cneius 
Domitius, Caſſius Longinus, Marcus Vinicius, 
and Rubellius Blandus, aſſiſted by Publius Petro- 
nius, nominated by the Conſuls. To the Empe- 
ror likewiſe were decreed ſeveral honours, varioufl 
deviſed, according to the different drift and genius 
of ſuch as propoſed them. Which of theſe he 
meant to accept, or which to reject, the approach- 
ing iſſue of his days has buried in uncertainty. For 
not long after, Cneius Acerronius and Caius Pon- 
tius commenced Conſuls, the laſt Conſuls under 
Tiberius. The power of Macro was already ex- 
ceſſive, who, as he had at no time neglected the 
tavour of Caligula, courted it now more and more 
earneſtly every day. After the death of Claudia, 
whom I have mentioned to have been eſpouſed to 
the young Prince, he conſtrained Ennia his own 
wife to ſtimulate the affections of Caligula, and 
to 
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to ſecure him by a promiſe of marriage. The truth 
is, Caligula was one that denied nothing that 
opened his way to ſovereignty ; for although of a 
tempeſtuous genius, he had yet in the ſchool of his 

rand-father, well acquired all the hollow guiſcs 
of diſſimulation. 

His ſpirit was known to the Emperor ; hence 
the Emperor was puzzled about bequeathing the 
Empire : and firſt as to his grand-ſons ; the ſon of 
Druſus was nearer in blood, and dearer in point of 
affection, but as yet a child; the ſon of Germa- 
nicus had arrived at the vigour of youth, and the 
zeal of the people followed him; a motive to his 
grand-father, only to hate him. He had even de- 
bates with himſelt concerning Claudius, becauſe of 


ſolid age, and naturally inclined to honeſt purſuits; 


but the defect of his faculties withſtood the choice. 
In caſe he ſought a ſucceſſor apart from his own fa- 
mily, he dreaded leſt the memory of Auguſtus, 
leſt the name of the Cæſars ſhould come to be 
ſcorned and inſulted. For, it was not ſo much 
any ſtudy of his, to gratify the preſent generation, 


and ſecure the Roman State, as to perpetuate to 


poſterity the grandeur of his race. So that his 
mind {till wavering, and his ſtrength decaying, to 
the deciſion of fortune he permitted a counſel to 
which he was now unequal, Yet he dropped cer- 
tain words whence might be gathered, that he 
foreſaw the events and revolutions which were to 
come to paſs after him; for, he upbraided Macro, 
by no dark riddle, © that he forſook the letting 
„ ſun, and courted the riſing ;' and of Caligula, 
who upon ſome occaſional diſcourſe ridiculed Sylla, 
he foretold, that he would have all Sylla's vices, 
© and not one of his virtues.' Moreover, as he 
was, with many tears, embracing the younger of 


his grandſons, and perccived the countenance of 
| Caligula 
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Caligula implacable and provoked ; Thou, faid. 
he, wilt ſlay him, and another ſhall ſlay thee.” 
But, however his illneſs prevailed, he relinquiſhed. 
nothing of his vile voluptuouſneſs, forcing patience, . 
and feigning health. He was wont too to ridicule 
the preſcriptions of Phyſicians, and all men who, 


after the age of thirty, needed to be informed by, 
any one elſe, what helped or hurted their conſti- 


tutions. 

At Rome, the while, were ſown the ſanguinary 
ſeeds of executions, to be perpetrated even after 
Tiberius. Lælius Balbus had charged Acutia, 
(the wife formerly of Publius Vitellius) with high 


treaſon; and, as the Senate were, after her con- 


demnation, decreeing a reward to the accuſer, the 
fame was obſtructed by the interpoſition of Junius 
Otho, Tribune of the people: Hence their mutual 
hate, which ended in the exile of Otho. There- 
after Albucilla, who had been married to Satrius 
Secundus, him that revealed the conſpiracy of Se- 
janus, and herſelf famous for many amours, was 
impeached of, impious rites deviſed. againſt the 
Prince. In the charge were involved, as her aſ- 


ſociates and adulterers, Cneius Domitius, Vibius 
Marſus, and Lucius Arruntius. I he noble deſcent. 
of Domitius I have above declared: Marſus toa 
was diſtinguiſhed by the ancient dignities in his 
houſe, and himſelf. illuſtrious for learning: The 


Minutes, however, tranſmitted to the Senate, im- 


ported, that in the examination of the witneſſes, . 


and torture of the ſlaves, Macro had preſided ? 
neither came theſe Minutes accompanied with any 


letter from the Emperor againſt the accuſed; Hence 
it was ſuſpected, that, while he was ill, and per- 
haps without his privity, the. accuſattons- were in 
nga meaſure forged by Macro, in. conſequence of. 


1s notorious enmity to Arruntius, . 


Vol. I. P Domitiuss 
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Domitius therefore, by preparing for his defence, 
and Marſus, by ſeeming determined to famiſh, 
both protracted their lives. Arruntius choſe to die; 
and to the importunity of his friends, urging him 
fo try delays and evaſions, he anſwered, 7 that the 
« ſame meaſures were not alike honourable to all 
men; his own life was abundantly long; nor 
© had he wherewithal to reproach himſelf, ſave 
that he had ſubmitted to bear thus far an old age 
loaded with anxieties, expoſed to daily dangers, 
and the cruel ſport of power long hated as he 
was by Sejanus, now by Macro, always by ſome 
reigning Minifter ; hated through no fault of 
his own, but as one irreconcileable to baſeneſs 
and the iniquities of power. He might, in truth, 
out-live and avoid the few and laſt days of Ti- 
berius; but how eſcape the youth of his heir? 
If upon Tiberius at ſuch an age, and after ſuch 
cobfunindie experience, the violent ſpirit of un- 


cy, as r to tranſport and change him; 
was it likely that Caligula, he who had ſcarce 
outgrown his childhood, a youth ignorant of all 
things, or nurſt and principled in the worſt, 


4 


1 of Macro; the ſame Macro, who, for 
deſtroying Sejanus, was employed as the more 
wicked of the two, and had ſince by more miſ- 
chiefs and cruelties torn and afflicted the Com- 
monweal? For himſelf; he foreſaw a ſervitude 
yet more vehement, and therefore withdrew at 
once from the agonies of paſt and of impending 
© tyranny.” Uttering theſe words, with the ſpirit 
of a prophet, he opened his veins. How wiſely 
Arruntius anticipated death, the following times 
will terribly demonſtrate. For Albucilla ; ſhe 
aimed at her own life, but the blow being impo- 

A tent, 
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tent, ſhe was by order of Senate dragged to execu- 


tion in the priſon, Againſt the miniſters of her 


luſts it was decreed, that Graſidius Sacerdos,, 
© formerly Prætor, ſhould be exiled into an iſland, 
Pontius Fregellanus be degraded from the Se- 
nate; and that upon Lælius Balbus the ſame pe- 
nalty ſhould be inflicted : his puniſhment parti- 
cularly proved matter of joy, as he was accounted 
a man of peſtilent eloquence, and prompt. to at- 
tack the innocent.” 

About the ſame time, Sextus Papinius, of a 
Conſular family, choſe on a ſudden a frightful end, 


GS: a. ' a 08 


by a deſperate and precipitate fall. The cauſe was 
_ aſcribed to his mother, who, after many repulſes, 


had, by various allurements and the ſtimulations 
of ſenſuality, urged him to practices and embaraſſ- 
ments from whence only by dying he could deviſe 
an iſſue. She was therefore accuſed in the Senate; 
and, though in a proſtrate poſture ſhe embraced 
the knees of the Fathers, and pleaded the ten- 


© derneſs and grief of a mother, with the imbecil- 


6 as of a woman's ſpirit under ſuch an affecting 
* calamity ;* with other motives of pity in the 
ſame doleful ſtrain, ſhe was baniſhed Rome for 
ten years, till her younger ſon. were paſt the. age: 
of lubricity. , 

As to Tiberius; already his body, already his 
ſpirits failed him; but his diſſimulation failed. him 
not. He exerted the ſame vigour of mind, the 
{ame energy in his looks and diſcourſe, and even 
i ages, the He to be gay, by it to hide his de- 
clenſion, however notorious.. So that, after much 


ſhifting of places, he ſettled at the Promontory. of 


iſenum, in a villa of which Lucullus was once 
lord. "There it was diſcovered that his end was at 
hand, by this device. In his train was a Phyſician,, 
his name Charicles, ſignal in his profeſſion, one, 
in truth, not employed to direct the Prince's healthz. 
EY but 
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but wont however to afford his counſel! and ſkill. 


| Charicles, as if he were departing to attend his 


own affairs, under the appearance of paying duty 
and kiſſing his hands, touched his pulſe. But the 
artifice beguited not Tiberius, for he inſtantly or- 
dered the entertainment to be ſerved up, whether 
incenſed, and thence the more ſmothering his 
wrath, is uncertain. But, at table he continued 
beyond his wont, as if he meant that honour only 
for a farewell to his friend. But for all this, Cha- 
ricles ſatisfied Macro, © that the flame of life was 
expiring, and could not outlaſt two days.” Hence 


the whole court was filled with cloſe conſultations, 


and expreſſes were diſpatched to the Generals and 
Armies. On the ſixteenth of March, fo deep a 
ſwoon ſeized him, that he was believed to have 
paid the laſt debt of mortality; inſomuch that Ca- 
ligula, in the midſt of a great throng, paying their 
congratulations, was already appearing abroad, to 
aſſume the firſt offices of Sovereignty, when ſudden 
notice came, * that Tiberius had recovered his 
« ſight and voice, and, to ſtrengthen his fainting 
« ſpirits, had called for ſome refreſhment.* Hence 
dread ſeized all, and the whole concourſe about 
Caligula diſperfed, every man aſſuming falſe ſor- 
row, or feigning ignorance. He himſelf was ſtruck 
ſpeechleſs, and thus fallen from the higheft hopes, 
waited for preſent death. Macro continued undiſ- 
mayed, and, ordering the apartment to be cleared, 
cauſed the feeble old man to be ſmothered with a 
weight of coverings. Thus expired Tiberius in 

the ſeventy- eighth year of his age. 85 
He was the fon of Nero, and on both ſides a 
branch of the Claudian houſe, though his mother 
had been ingrafted by adoptions into the Livian, 
and next into the Julian ftock. From his firſt in- 
fancy, his life was checquered by various turns and 
perils. For, then he followed, like an exile, his 
| proſcribed 
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proſcribed father; and when taken in quality of a 


ſtep-ſon into the family of Auguſtus, he long 


ſtruggled there with many potent rivals, during 


the lives of Marcellus and Agrippa, next of the 


young Czſars, Caius and Lucius. His brother 


ruſus too eclipſed him, and poſſeſſed more emi- 
nently the hearts of the Roman people. But 
above all, his marriage with Julia moſt egre- 
giouſly threatened and diſtreſſed him, whether he 
bore the proſtitutions of his wife, or relinquiſhed 
the daughter of Auguſtus. Upon his return there- 


after from Rhodes, he occupied for twelve years 


the Prince's family, now bereft of heirs, and nigh. 
three and twenty ruled the Roman State. is 
manners alſo varied with the ſeveral junctures of 


his fortune : he was well eſteemed while yet a pri- 5 


vate man, and, in diſcharging public dignities un- 
der Auguſtus, of ſignal reputation; covert and 
ſubdolous in feigning virtue ſo long as Germanicus 
and Druſus ſurvived; a mixed character of good 
and evil during the days of his mother; deteſtably 
cruel, but ſecret in his lewdneſs, while he loved or 
feared Sejanus. At laſt he abandoned himſelf, at 
once, to the rage of tyranny and the ſway of his 
luſts : for, he had then conquered all the checks of 
ſhame and fear, and thenceforth followed only the: 
bent of his own abominable ſpirit, | 


End of the Fixsr VoLums.. 
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